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PREFACE 

The preceding volume of this Executive Series (Illinois 
State Historical Library, Collections, 1V.), was made up of 
letters taken from Volumes II. and III. of the manuscript 
series of “ Governors’ Letter-Books” in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State, closing with the correspondence of Governor 
John Reynolds in 1834. The present volume is similarly 
made up of the letters in Volumes IV., V., and VI, of the 
same manuscript series. Of these manuscript volumes, 
Volume IV. contains letters of Governor Thomas Carlin 
(February, 1840-March, 1841) and Governor Thomas Ford 
(December, 1842-November, 1845); Volume V. includes 
letters of Governor Augustus C. French (December, 1846- 
April 1852), together with a single letter of Governor Joel A. 
Matteson (April 12, 1853); Volume VI. is a series of letters 
chiefly addressed to Governor French by Julius Wadsworth 
and the firm of Wadsworth and Sheldon, financial agents of 
the state. These have been included because of the light 
they throw upon the letters of Governor French, 

‘The series is thus obviously incomplete. There are no 
letters for the administration of Governor Duncan (1834- 
1838), for the first year of Governor Carlin’s term, or the 
last year of Governor Ford’s. Notwithstanding these 
deficiencies, it has been thought best to reproduce the letter- 
books as they stand. Some of the missing letters are 
doubtless irretrievably lost. Mrs. Julia Duncan Kirby, in 
her sketch of Governor Duncan, notes the destruction in the 
great Chicago fire of a considerable body of Duncan manu- 
scripts, then deposited with the Chicago Historical Society.’ 
‘It is hoped that the publication of this series may stimulate 
an interest in the subject which may result in filling some of 
the gaps. 
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Considerable pains have been taken to secure accurate 
copies of the letter-book text. It is to be noted, however, 
that the latter is itself a more or less imperfect copy of the 
original. It is, therefore, quite probable that much of the 
erratic spelling, punctuation, etc., here reproduced was due 
simply to the carelessness of clerks in the governor’s office. 

The text of the letters is supplemented by explanatory 
notes on persons and events mentioned in the correspond- 
ence, In addition to the brief historical statement contained 
in this introductory chapter, it has been thought desirable 
to insert a more detailed study of the administration of 
Governor Thomas Ford. The special emphasis thus given 
to this administration seems justified by the personality 
of the governor himself and the critical character of the 
period. 

For assistance given in the preparation of this volume, 
the editors desire to acknowledge their obligations to 
Hon. James A. Rose, Secretary of State, and Mr. T. S. 
McCoy of the same department, to Mrs. Jessie Palmer 
Weber, Librarian of the State Historical Library, to Pro- 
fessor Clarence W. Alvord, general editor of the series, 
to Professor Lawrence M. Larson and Mr. C. M. McConn 
of the University of Illinois for their criticism of manuscript, 
to Julia Buckmaster, Alton, Mary Dunlap, Jacksonville, 
Addie E. Benneson, Washington, D.C., Rev. Dudley Eells, 
Payson, M. J. Howley, Cairo, J. F. King, Peoria, for assist- 
ance in collecting local historical material, and to Mrs. Ella 
M. Thompson, whose incessant labor and keen criticism 
have lightened the burden of reading proof and making 


the index. 
Evarts B. GREENE 


Cuartes M. Tuompson 
Ursana-CHampaicn, 
July, toro 
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cussion, and may not unfairly be compared with Coles’ 
leadership in the struggle against slavery. The work of 
financial reconstruction begun by Ford was continued by his 
successor, Governor French, and the new Constitution of 
1848 set its seal on the work by the institution of a two-mill 
tax to be used exclusively for the payment of the state debt.* 

The Constitution of 1848 reflects in other ways also 
the economic and political history of the state. Large 
appointing powers previously given to the general assembly 
were withdrawn and its legislative authority was sometimes 
considerably restricted, especially in the field of finance, 
On the other hand, the governor’s position was somewhat 
strengthened. The council of revision disappeared; and 
to take its place the governor was given a suspensive vole, 
still subject however to reversal by a bare majority vote 
of the legislature. The increasingly northern tone of state 
politics appeared in the definite prohibition of slavery and 
in the provision made for township organization.” 

During the thirties and forties, there emerged gradually 
from the confused personal politics of the twenties, definitely 
organized political parties with their machinery of county 
and state conventions. The Jacksonian democracy was the 
first to take definite shape, followed by the union of opposi- 
tion elements in the Whig party.’ 

Reynold’s successor, Duncan, was elected to congress 
as a Jacksonian democrat, but he voted against Jackson 
on important issues and was therefore opposed for election 
by the radical Jacksonians. His successors, however, Carlin, 
Ford, French, and Matteson were all regularly nominated 


+A XY. 
“The work ofthis courention is summarized in Greene, Greeramentof Iinols, po.s7-a8 
4+ Ford, History of IMiwsis, 298-208; Sheaban, Douglas, Ch i, i, Rishy, “Joueph Dun- 
can," in Pergo Historical Serker, No. a9, 9p. 26-32. 
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by the democratic party; and during nearly all this period 
the legislature was controlled by the same party. 

On the national issues of this period also, Illinois generally 
took the standpoint of orthodox Jacksonian democracy. 
Tts electoral votes were regularly cast for that party from 
1832 to 1856. Its congressional delegation was also strongly 
democratic. By 1850, one of its senators, Stephen A. 
Douglas, had become one of the recognized leaders of the 
national democracy; and, in 1852, he was one of the leading 
candidates for the presidential nomination. The growing 
prominence of Illinois in national politics was not, however, 
based wholly on the personality of a single leader. Her 
electoral vote went up from five in 1832 to nine in 1844 and 
eleven in 1852." 

On issues not strictly partisan Illinois stood generally 
with the western border states. She was enthusiastic 
for expansion, north or south, and ardently supported the 
‘Mexican War. On slavery as a national issue, a conserva- 
tive spirit prevailed. Abolitionism was discountenanced not 
only by the lawless elements as illustrated in the Alton riots 
of 1837, but by the responsible leaders of the state as well; 
but the northern counties were gradually changing the 
situation, as shown, for instance, by the Free Soil vote of 
1848 and the criticism of Douglas for his vote on the Fugitive 
Slave Bill of 1850." 

It is evident even from this brief sketch that Governors 
Ford and French had, in the position of chief executive, re- 
sponsibilities immensely larger and more complex than those 
of their predecessors of the twenties. They stood at the head 
of a commonwealth, which had not only difficult problems 


‘Tables in Greene, Government of Ilineis, 279, and Moves, Tilinois Historical end 
Statistical, TI, 1x05. 

"Groene, "Sectional Forces in Illinois," in Illinois State Historical Society, Trane 
ations (1903), 75-83. 
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within its own borders but was coming to have a larger part 
in the interplay of state and national forces. 

Of the four governors who held office between December, 
1834, and January, 1853, Thomas Ford has as already 
indicated been made the subject of a special study, Regard- 
ing the others a few personal notes may be of interest. Two 
of them, Joseph Duncan (1834-1838), and Thomas Carlin 
(1838-1842), were born in Kentucky, Duncan of Virginia 
parentage and Carlin of Irish stock. Ford (1842-1846) 
was born in Pennsylvania, but grew up in the distinctly 
border-state environment of southern Illinois. Tt must be 
said, however, that unlike many of his southern Illinois 
contemporaries, he appreciated the good qualities of his 
Yankee neighbors. The first Illinois governor of distinctly 
Yankee stock was Augustus C. French, a native of New 
Hampshire. 


In breadth of experience and range of interest, none of 
these four men seems quite the equal of Governor Coles, 
but Duncan more nearly resembles him in this respect than 
any of the others. Though several of his brothers were 
college graduates, Joseph Duncan himself missed the advan- 
tages of college training. He found his substitute for con- 
ventional academic education during the war of 1812 as a 
young officer in the American army. In this service he 
showed courage and ability. Yor his gallantry in the defense 
of Fort Stephenson against the British he received with 
several of his associates the thanks of Congress and a sword. 
A few years after the war, he came to Illinois, and in 1824 
became a member of the State Senate. Then came six 
years of service as a member of the United States House of 
Representatives." 

As governor, Duncan took a conservative attitude on the 

‘Kirby, “Joseph Duncan," in Fergus Mistersea! Series, No. 99, 82% 
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question of internal improvements, He favored the con- 
struction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, but urged 
that other improvements be left so far as practicable, to 
private initiative. He joined with the other members of 
the Council of Revision in their unsuccessful attempt to 
prevent the adoption of the so-called “system” of 1837; 
and on the state banking question Duncan took a s‘milar 
position. He opposed the chartering of the State Bank, 
but was again overruled and his administration closed in the 
shadow of the great financial depression which began with 
the panic of 1837. On other issues also Duncan displayed 
a conservative temper. Although condemning the Alton 
riots of 1837, he thoroughly disapproved of Lovejoy and 
his abolitionist associates; and on one occasion proposed 
to resign from the Board of Trustees of Illinois College, 
because he believed the faculty was tainted with abolition- 
ism. The most attractive aspect of his administration was 
his persistent, though largely unsuccessful, efforts in the 
cause of public education. * 

Duncan’s successor, Thomas Carlin, was a man of 
narrower experience and intellectual outlook. He had 
seen service in the war of 1812 and in the Black Hawk 
disturbances and was for several years a member of the 
State Senate. He was not only deficient in his early educa- 
tion, but lacked the broadening influence of public service 
outside the limits of his own frontier community. Never- 
theless he had a reputation for honesty and practical sense. 
Unlike Duncan, he was a thoroughgoing partisan democrat 
of the Jackson-Benton school. 

The period of Carlin’s administration was, perhaps, the 
most depressing in the history of state affairs. The con- 
sequences of reckless state legislation had been intensified 


* Kirby, "Joseph Duncan," in Fergus Historical Series, No. 30, DD. 3254 
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by the effects of a worldwide financial disturbance. The 
internal improvement “system” was repealed, but its 
consequences remained in an almost hopeless load of debt. 
The bank situation went from bad to worse, and the pros- 
pect of completing the canal seemed very remote. To 
the solution of these perplexing problems, Carlin and his 
associates were clearly unequal, and the task was trans- 
ferred to his successor.’ 

The story of the Ford administration, its problems, and 
its achievements is the subject of the next chapter and need 
not be rehearsed here. 

Ford's successor, Augustus C. French, was a New Eng- 
lander not only by birth but by early education as well. 
Coming to Illinois as a young man, he built up a successful 
practice at the bar, and was sent to the legislature in 1836, 
in time to cast his vote for the “system” of 1837. Elected 
in 1846 as a Democrat, over a Whig competitor, his first term 
was cut short by the adoption of the new Constitution in 
1848, but he was renominated and re-elected for a second 
term of four years, no formal Whig nomination being made 
against him." 

French's correspondence indicates that he was, on the 
whole, a conscientious and intelligent administrator, carry- 
ing forward successfully the work of financial readjustment 
begun by Ford. The most notable achievement of this 
administration was the inauguration of the Illinois Central 
Railroad. After several years the efforts of the Illinois 
delegation in Congress, led by Douglas and Breese, were 
rewarded by the federal land grant of 1850. There was 
some discussion about the relative advantages of construc- 


"See J. F, Snyder, Adam W. Snyder (Ed. 1906), possi, expecially pp. 270 ff. 
woe 43%; Ford, Mistory of IMinots, ros; Moses, Liitwets Historical and Starisitcat, 
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tion by the state on the one side and the chartering of a 

private railroad corporation on the other; but the latter 

view prevailed. The Illinois Central Charter of 1851 

not only made possible an important addition to the trans- 

portation facilities of the state but also secured a direct 

contribution from the revenues of the railroad to the state 
a 


It remains to indicate briefly the character of the material 
contained in the Letter-books. In this, as in the previous 
volume, many important questions are left untouched or 
only briefly mentioned. There is, for instance, only the 
most meager reference to such important matters as the 
settlement of the Mormons and their expulsion, the Mexican 
War, and the constitutional Convention of 1847. The 
absence of any letters between 1834 and 1840 leaves un- 
touched the initiation and enactment of the disastrous 
internal improvement and state banking measures. 

From 1840 to 1853, state finance occupies the center of 
the stage and relegates all other topics to a subordinate 
place. Carlin’s opening letter of February 18, r84o dis- 
cusses a proposed sale of bonds to the London firm of Wright 
& Co., which he at first disapproved but finally agreed to. 
The tone of the letter is strongly pessimistic. “I am as 
clearly convinced,” he says, “that the Canal project will 
fail as L am of the utter failure of the Internal Improvement 
System.” He notes a prevailing doubt ‘whether posterity 
will pay the debts” imposed by “the present generation.” 
Notwithstanding his discouragement he stood by the old 
Jeffersonian creed, resisting vigorously the proposed federal 
assumption of state debts. Even bankruptcy seemed to 
him infinitely preferable “to plunging the whole country 


* U.S. Statuses at Large, gust Cong., 1st Seas, ch. 61; Private Lows (Illinois), 18st, 
oh 
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into that vortex of folly, extravagance, and ruin to which 
the assumption of the State debts must evidently lead.’* 

Through the remainder of Carlin’s administration and 
that of Governor Ford, the leading, almost the exclusive, 
topics are the financing of the canal, the winding-up of the 
state banking system, and the state debt. Ford’s letters 
of January 11, 1843 and March 7, 1843 are typical of the 
man, insisting upon sound principles of economy and urging 
the purpose of the state to deal with its creditors in absolute 
good faith.* 

During French's administration, the public debt in its 
various phases continued to be the main theme of the corre- 
spondence. There was evidently a decided clearing of 
the financial atmosphere, in the spring of 1847, after Gov- 
emor French visited New York; and on June 3, Julius 
Wadsworth, one of the financial agents of the state, wrote as 
follows: “I am happy to find that the impression made by 
you whilst here is very favorable to yourself and to the inter- 
ests and prospects of the state. In fact your course and 
policy in relation to the financial affairs of the State have 
inspired new confidence in the integrity and ability of the 
State and her citizens, and cannot fail, I believe to place 
Illinois once more, and at no far distant period, on an equal 
footing with the first states in the Union.”* There were 
still knotty problems to work out, of which the principal 
was perhaps the long-drawn-out controversy regarding 
the Macalister and Stebbins Bonds. There were also 
complaints about the delays in the payment of interest. 
Gradually, however, old claims were settled and the credit 
of the state restored. 

There are several letters showing lack of harmony in 

“Pet, 5-8. * Post, 252. 

* Post, 44, S842 





xiv ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


the administration of the canal business. Governor French 
was dissatisfied with the service rendered by Chief Engineer 
William Gooding and finally removed him. Thereupon the 
trustees in defiance of French appointed Gooding as secre- 
tary of the board.' 

An interesting part of the correspondence is a series of 
letters from Julius Wadsworth to Governor French about the 
construction of the Central Railroad. After consulting 
with Senator Douglas, and apparently acting on his advice, 
Wadsworth issued in October, 1850, a circular letter to the 
creditors of the State calling attention to the congressional 
land grant which had been made at the last session. He 
suggested that they should “adopt some plan of action 
which will enable the state to construct the entire line of 
road, and secure the same, together with the profits there- 
from, to the creditors, for the payment of their claims.’”* 

Governor French did not agree with Wadsworth’s sug- 
gestion and favored the plan, which was adopted by the 
legislature at its next session, of giving the lands to a com- 
pany which should undertake the construction of the 
railroad.* 

Outside of these matters of finance, there are some side- 
lights on other questions of state and national politics. 
The thoroughgoing quality of Illinois democracy comes out 
in such letters as that of Carlin, already quoted, on the pro- 
posed assumption of state debts and one of Ford’s to Andrew 
Jackson, in January, 1843. Ford's letter inclosed resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly calling on Congress to return 
the fine imposed on Jackson in 1815 by Judge Hall of the 
United States District Court of Louisiana. He added his 
own tribute to the old hero “in the evening of your long, 
eventful, and illustrious life.””* 

* Posh, £445 145 4 105. * Peak, 60. 374. 

* Past, 352, 358, 387-300. Post, 43. 44- 
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The slavery issue comes up in some correspondence with 
the governor of Missouri. Even a state government which 
gave little encouragement to abolitionists was made to 
realize at times the difficulties of a Union, “half slave and 
half free.” Early in 1843, Governor Ford received from 
Governor Reynolds of Missouri a demand for the sur- 
render of Richard Eells, a well-known abolitionist, Liberty 
party leader, and “underground railroad” manager, as a 
fugitive from justice on the charge of stealing a slave. 
Ford refused the requisition on the ground that Eells had 
not been in Missouri and therefore could not be regarded as 
@ fugitive from justice in that state. In his long letter to 
Reynolds, Ford took great pains to make it clear that he 
had no sympathy with the abolitionist radicals. In his 
opinion, ninety nine out of every hundred Illinois citizens, 
looked “with indignation and abhorrence upon the conduct 
of an incendiary and misguided few amongst us, who have 
interfered . . . . with the right of the people of Missouri, 
toa Glass of persona there made private property by the con- 
stitution and laws of your state. In that disposition and 
feeling, I myself, fully participate with the great mass of 
the people here.” Ford insisted, however, that though 
make opinion in Illinois was wholly unfavorable to the 

“fanatical and misguided Sect called Abolitionists,” “a 
hard case of oppression; the arrest, sisualsteenent asl Oa" 
portation of an innocent man, under pretence of suppressing 
or punishing the excesses of a Sect,” might create popular 
sympathy and thus “add to their numbers,” and ‘“‘swell 
the inconvenience of their fanaticism to the people of Mis- 
souri.””” 

Tn the Eells case, the free-state governor had the whip 
hand. In 1849, however, another case arose in which the 

* Pest, 65, 6-78. 
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tables were turned. In this instance, Governor French 
issued a requisition on Governor King of Missouri for the 
surrender of three persons indicted by the grand jury of 
Alexander County, on the charge of kidnaping a man named 
Wade. King replied with the statement that Wade was a 
slave and that the persons charged with kidnaping were 
merely aiding the owner in the exercise of his “unqualified 
constitutional right” “‘to seize and repossess his slave, and 
no state has the power to make it a felony to do so.” For 
the exercise of such a right, King declared he would not 
consent “that a citizen of Missouri shall be taken in chains, 
as a criminal, to Illinois to be tried.” This refusal French 
met with the rejoinder that it would “probably be difficult 
to prove that the State of Illinois has not a clearly consti- 
tutional right in the management of her internal police, to 
punish a person criminally for not proceeding according to 
the Constitution and Laws of the United States, by which 
the public peace is broken and the quiet and tranquillity of 
the State disturbed.”* 

Another extradition controversy arose in connection with 
the Mormon settlement. In the summer of 1843, Governor 
Reynolds of Missouri issued a requisition for the delivery 
of Joseph Smith on the charge of treason. Ford issued a 
writ for the arrest of Smith who was duly placed in the 
custody of the Missouri agents. The municipal court of 
Nauvoo, however, discharged Smith from custody on a writ 
of habeas corpus. Ford was then called upon to use military 
force, but he refused on the ground that he could not legally 
do so under the constitutions and laws of the state.’ 

Inclosing, we may note a picturesque controversy between 
the state of Illinois and the city of St. Louis, arising in 1848 

* Post, 207, 205, 282-336, 

* Post, 94-108. 
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through the proposal of the latter to improve its harbor facil- 
ities by constructing a dam, which it was feared would 
divert the current of the Mississippi from the Illinois to 
the Missouri side, to the injury of the former state. Gov- 
ernor French sent a letter of protest to Mayor Krum of 
St. Louis. The continuance of the work in spite of these 
objections led Governor French to propose more vigorous 
measures. In a letter to the sheriff of St. Clair County 
he declared that the injunction must be enforced, “let the 
consequences be what they may.” The sheriff was author- 
ized to employ the militia, if necessary, and the Governor 
added, “I think you have a cannon at Belleville, there 
are cannon also at Alton, which you are authorised also to 
take, if required.” In the end, however, a compromise 
was reached.* 


* Post, 171-173, 177, 178. 


A STUDY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
GOVERNOR THOMAS FORD 


By CHARLES MANFRED THOMPSON 
IL NOMINATION AND ELECTION 


During the first three decades of her existence as an 
American commonwealth, Hlinois may be said to have 
been in an experimental stage. In common with her sister 
states of the Mississippi Valley, she initiated public under- 
takings too costly for her resources and out of proportion 
to the needs of a frontier people. From the comparatively 
thickly populated Atlantic States, where public enterprises 
had been carried out with considerable success, came many 
of the public-spirited and well-to-do settlers of Illinois. 
With little regard for the differences in economic environ- 
ment, the friends of artificial waterways argued that the 
building of the Erie Canal proved conclusively that such 
an undertaking in Ilinois would be not only possible but 
profitable. With this parallel established, those who favored 
internal improvements and state banks had little difficulty 
in convincing the people that they must bestir themselves 
without delay, if they expected to put Mlinois in the front 
rank of the newer states. Without adequate consideration 
for actual needs, railroads were projected across the deserted 
prairies, and attempts made to make navigable such streams 
as the Kaskaskia and the Litde Wabash rivers. To support 
these undertakings the state entered upon a system of bank- 
ing as disastrous in the end as it was chimerical at the 


iB 
The building of internal improvements was not a strict 
party measure, on account of the unanimity of the people 
xxix 
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in demanding them. Opposition was personal and sec- 
tional rather than political. To be consistent with national 
politics, the Democrats favored the banks, although they 
were the creation of Whig legislation and were managed 
by Whig appointees. As soon as the impracticability of 
these schemes became evident, political leaders lost no 
time in attempting to lay their failure at the door of the 
opposite party. Each side, however, skilfully evaded the 
displeasure of the people with the result that the relative 
strength of the two parties remained practically unchanged. 
Although the Whigs had succeeded in dominating a few 
sessions of the General Assembly they had never been able 
to elect a Whig governor, and their only hope was to main- 
tain a critical attitude toward their opponents with the 
expectation that some extremely unpopular legislation or 
executive act might deflect from them the small number 
of votes necessary to change the political complexion of 
the state." 

The smallness of the Democratic majorities in the years 
1838, 1840, and 1841 convinced the leaders of each party 
that the campaign of 1842 would be a close contest.*| The 
Democratic state convention met at Springfield, December 
13, 1841, and without seriously considering other candidates 
nominated Adam W. Snyder and ‘‘Honest” John Moore 
for the offices of governor and lieutenant-governor respec- 
tively.* A better choice could not have been made. Colo- 
nel Snyder was favorably known as a lawyer and legislator 

“Presidential election, s836: Democrats, «8,412; Whip, 45,220, Gubernatorial elec 
tion, 1898: Democrats, 30,658; Whigs 29,772. Presidential election, 2840: Democrats, 


sag Whip, 45.574 Blae Book of Iino 05 
Congressional election, 1841: Democrats, 34,572; Whigs, 34,288—Niles’ National 
Regitter, LXL., 119. 


“Ante, ne 45 Pow, xxxvi. 

Snyder, Adam W. Snyder in Minnis History, 84-85; Niles’ National Register, LIL, 
ana: Slate Register, December 17, 1841. For a comparison of the Democratic conventions 
‘of hx and 1846, tee State Regéiter, January 30, 1846. 
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of tact and ability, and had the faculty of inspiring confidence 
wherever he went. Mr. Moore was an Englishman by 
birth and a man of sterling character, which earned for him 
the name “honest” among those who knew him best. With- 
out calling a convention and by common consent, ex- 
Governor Joseph Duncan was selected by the Whigs as 
their standard bearer with William H. Henderson as his 
running-mate. The Whigs too made an excellent selection. 
Governor Duncan’s record as a public man was good, both 
as a legislator in Congress and in the General Assembly, 
and as the executive of the state. Mr. Henderson had served 
in the General Assembly from 1838 to 1842 and, as a conse- 
quence, was no stranger to the people of the state. 

‘The Mormons had removed to Illinois in the winter of 
1839-40 and at the next presidential election had cast 
their votes for the Whig candidates. Meanwhile the Demo- 
cratic party had lost no opportunity to ingratiate itself in 
the good graces of Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet, 
and his followers.‘ A Democratic legislature had granted 
to the Mormon city, Nauvoo, a charter drawn up in such a 
way that misinterpretation was not only possible but inevit- 
able. Acting under this charter, the Nauvoo city authori- 
ties had made ordinances obnoxious to the non-Mormon 
population of Hancock and the adjoining counties with 
the result that many people hesitated to vote for any candi- 
date favored by this new sect. The campaign was hardly 
under way before the Whig candidate brought to the front 
the paramount issue, the Mormon question. Astute politi- 
cians of each party had every reason to believe that questions 
of public finance and internal improvements would be the 
issues upon which the opposing candidates would join. As 


: The Rocky Mounlain Soins, 13s; Lina, The Story of the Mormons, 234; 
Reynala By Ove Tine ne ‘< => 
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far as the political parties were concerned, neither had a 
clean record in the Mormon legislation, each having busied 
itself in trying to gain the Mormon vote at any cost. The 
Whigs had the advantage, however, for they had been an 
irresponsible minority in the legislature and their candidate 
for governor had taken no public part in the affair, being in 
private life at the time. The Democrats on the other hand 
had overreached themselves in their zeal to be more generous 
than their opponents. 

As the Mormons had fallen into disrepute, those who had 
been active in securing for them favorable legislation were 
in danger of being discredited politically and cast aside for 
less worthy but more available candidates." As the cam- 
paign grew older the situation became more complicated, 
for no one knew whether or not the fear of Mormon domina- 
tion in state politics would cause the anti-Mormon Demo- 
crats to cast their lot with the Whigs. The Whig newspapers 
were numerous for the time and well edited, and stories 
detrimental to the Democratic candidates went the rounds 
and suffered no diminution in their going.’ 

In May, 1842, death removed Colonel Snyder from the 
contest, and awaiting the naming of a successor, there was 
a lull in the campaign. Party managers knew very well 
that a proper selection would lessen the weight of the Whig 
argument and at the same time give the party a chance to 
retain the Mormon vote. Available candidates were scarce. 
Practically every well-known public man in the state was 
an impossibility on account of his past attitude toward the 


“Colonel Sayder wus chuirman of the judiciary committee, from which the Nauvoo 
‘charter came with recommendations for its pamage (Senate Journal ,x840-48, 45)- 

*One report was that the Mormons had “‘conchuded to havea ticket of thelr own and 
had nominated Adan W. Snyder for governor and Joha Moote for licutenant-goveraor."— 
Wiles’ National Register, UML, 357- Dr. Sayder, in Adam W. Snyder in Hlinois History, 
Taco th snaton sod ave ab Ube easchndon tbat ony Lntuensal Democrt 
‘could have been elected. In my opinion, however, his evidence is not so conclusive that 
the last word on the subject has been sald. 
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Mormon question. Members of the legislature were on 
record; lawyers all over the state had expressed their opin- 
ions publicly on the constitutionality of the Nauvoo charter; 
and more than one judge had been compelled to render 
decisionsin which the authority of the charter was in question. 

Even in such a crisis several Democratic newspapers 
groomed favorite sons of their respective localities, and 
urged their fitness upon the leaders of the party. Aware 
of the danger to which the party would be exposed by an 
injudicious selection, several of the more influential papers, 
either by accident or design, united in presenting the name 
of Judge Thomas Ford for the party’s consideration.*. The 
result was, that a committee’ made up of Democrats from 
all over the state, met at Springfield, June 7, and unani- 
mously selected Judge Ford to fill the vacancy caused by 
Colonel Snyder’s death.> 

Although the new nomince was a native of Pennsylvania, 
he had lived in Tilinois since 1805, having been brought to 
Monroe County by his widowed mother at the age of five. 
Except for a short residence at Transylvania University, 
Lexington, Kentucky, his only educational advantages were 
the rural schools and close intimacy with such men as his 
half-brother, George Forquer, and Daniel P. Cook. Early 
in life Ford gave promise of a strong and vigorous mind, 
such as is the product of a pioneer community where self- 
reliance is learned in the great school of necessity. Mr. 
Cook took an interest in the boy, and encouraged him to 
spend his spare moments in reading law. Later young Ford 
entered Mr. Cook's law office where by close application 

State Reghster, June 3, 1842. 

‘* This meeting is sometimes called a convention. 

+# State Register, June ro, 842. This committee met at the officn of the State Register, 


‘and was careful to avoid mentioning the Mormons, confining (tsel{ to stating the rupposed 
atiizede of the new candidate on the public debt and taxation. 
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and honest endeavor he was able to acquire a knowledge of 
the subject sufficient to enable him to begin practice in 1823. 

Ford soon gained local prominence at the bar and six 
years after his admission was appointed district prosecuting 
attorney by Governor Edwards, to which office he was 
reappointed, in 1831, by Governor Reynolds. While filling 
this office he is said to have instilled in the minds of the 
roughest frontiersmen a respect for the majesty of the law. 
Tn 1835, the General Assembly appointed him circuit judge, 
and three times afterward he was selected for important 
places on the bench—once again as circuit judge, once as 
judge of Chicago, and finally as justice of the Supreme Court 
in 1841, in which capacity he was serving when the guber- 
natorial nomination came to him in 1842. 

The motives that prompted this selection were various. 
Although Ford had been a public servant in several capaci- 
ties, yet this was the first time that his name had been before 
the people. All his previous offices had been bestowed upon 
him by the governor and the legislature, a fact significant 
when it is considered that his opponent had held more than 
‘one office at the hands of the voters. Ford's judicial duties 
had been removed from the locality of the Mormon settle- 
ments, and so far he was free from any embarrassing en- 
tanglements. As a lawyer and a judge he had formed a 
wide acquaintance throughout the state, especially in the 
northern part. Although he lacked the eloquence so much 
admired in the early pleaders, he won cases and made 
friends by his quiet modesty and thorough sincerity. He 
was selected because it was thought that he might be able 
to secure the support of both the northern and southern 
sections of the state. The southern counties might object 
to a candidate selected from the New Englanders settled in 
the north, but never to Ford, who had spent his early man- 
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hood in Monroe County and who knew and appreciated 
the sterling qualities of the southern settlers. On the 
other hand the people of the northern counties had learned 
to know Ford and to value his ability and integrity. In 
every respect he was one of their number and merited their 
support at the polls.* 

At the time of his nomination, Judge Ford, as a judge of 
the Supreme Court, was holding circuit court on the Fox 
River.” Hastening to Springfield, he resigned his office 
and made preparation to enter immediately into the cam- 
paign, which was to close early in August.* As was expected 
the Whigs attempted to make the people believe that the 
new candidate had inherited the Mormon attitude of his 
deceased predecessor, but they did not succeed. The 
Mormons themselves refused to conceal their position, com- 
ing out openly for the Democratic candidate for governor, 
despite the fact that no new candidate had yet been named 
by the party. The Whig press retaliated by declaring 
that a conspiracy existed to throw the Mormon vote to the 
opposing party.* To make the situation more complex 
Judge Ford himself, in a published communication, declared 
that he had no idea of getting the Mormon vote," and at 
another time publicly called the prophet an impostor and 
@ great scoundrel, and pledged himself to support a repeal 
‘of the Nauvoo charter.’ 

ir Hitory of Font's ety We wos John Repack My Cun Timer; Matienal Ce- 


ee Book of Iitinwis, 10s; Snyder, Journal of Tinois State 
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Besides the Mormon question there were questions relat- 
ing to internal improvements, banks, state debt, and increased 
taxation. On each of these there. was a popular side, 
and both Democrats and Whigs endeavored to claim all the 
good in every case and fasten all the evils upon their oppo- 
nents. The success of any particular candidate depended 
a great deal upon his desterity in evading the real issue or 
in forcing his opponent into making injudicious statements. 
Upon each of these propositions Ford took a decided stand, 
for it was foreign to his nature and legal training to say one 
thing and believe another. Politically he was a Democrat 
but not identified with the faction that he delighted to call 
“ultra.” On account of this position he found many of 
his policies coldly received by men that had been leaders in 
the party for years. 

During the campaign several joint meetings were held 
with the rival candidates for governor. In all these meet- 
ings, ex-Governor Duncan showed his superiority as a 
campaigner. Ford was inclined to be nervous while address- 
ing his audience, a fact which made his reception less cordial 
than it would have been otherwise. Notwithstanding this 
disability, the crowds that assembled to hear the rival candi- 
dates discuss the issues of the day were influenced to support 
Ford by his frankness and sincerity. Strange to say, the 
newspapers indulged very little in personalities, in spite of 
the fact that it was a time when men and not principles were 
closely scrutinized and their weaknesses held up by the 
opposition press. Ford’s hardest task was to make known 
his position on the different issues. In southern Illinois 
it was charged by his opponents that he favored the claims 
of Wisconsin for the northernmost fourteen counties, and that 
he was for completing the Illinois and Michigan Canal at 
any cost. On the other hand, he was compelled to refute 
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the charge made against him in northern Illinois that he 
favored the abandonment of the canal. How well Ford 
met these accusations is shown by his majority over ex- 
Governor Duncan, who, until this time, had never been 
defeated at the polls." 


Il. CONDITIONS IN 1842 


It is quite probable that no other chief executive of Ilinois 
has assumed the duties of that office under greater difficulties 
than those which confronted the new governor. By his 
own acknowledgment, he had never considered himself 
a public man, and had been concerned little with the politics 
and policies of the state." As yet he was untried. Possessed 
of an unbending integrity in public affairs, his actions often 
bordered on intolerance and dogmatism of the worst type. 
All along he had been of the opinion that his selection as the 
Democratic standard bearer was due to his availability 
rather than his merits. Such an attitude of mind put him 
constantly on the defensive and made him suspicious of 
every advance made by the leaders of the party.* Devoid 
of that nature which allows some men to receive every 
suggestion made, to use those which serve their purpose 
and to discard the others without giving offense, Ford 
was thrown back upon the necessity of carrying forward 
his policies by dogged persistency. 

The winter of 1842-43 was a critical period in the history 
of the state. Great problems presented themselves to the 
Decabe tar Seve Jeri Bene © rel Sot 
‘he vote ax given in the Blue Book of Mincis. Ford, 2/7485 
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lawmakers, problems that had assumed gigantic propor- 
tions and demanded immediate solution. The preceding 
administration had signally failed in providing a remedy 
for the pernicious evils that had been creeping into the affairs 
of the state for the past decade.* Governor Carlin’s vale- 
dictory message to the legislature was weak and inconsistent 
with his former ones; it breathed despair in every line in 
which the financial conditions of the state were discussed. 

Both the Bank of Illinois and the State Bank of Illinois, 
in which the state held large interests, had failed during the 
year, leaving the people without an adequate medium of 
exchange.* Times were hard and business failures occurred 
daily.» The people were in debt and without means of 
discharging their obligations; wages were low; and the 
farmers could get little for their products, in many localities 
nothing at all. 

‘To finance its various undertakings the state had con- 
tracted an enormous debt, which at this time amounted to 
more than $15,000,000, and which was increasing at the rate 
of a round million a year on account of the accumulation of 
unpaidinterest. Besidesthis thestate had borrowed $313,000, 
for the purpose of paying the ordinary running expenses, 
which at this time exceeded the receipts for that purpose 
by something like $40,000 yearly, State bonds were almost 
worthless, bringing in some cases less than one-seventh of 
their face value, and the treasury was empty. It was 
customary at this time for the receiver of mail to pay the 
postage and, as a consequence, the governor often found it 
necessary, before he could get the state’s official mail, to 

* Motes, Minos Historical and Stotistieal, 1, 453- 

Tt was estimated at the time that there was not enough specie in the state to pay the 
tazes one year (Howe Fournal, 1842-45, 44). 


*In many issues of the Sangamo Journal at this time, more than a whole page was 
sven up each week to bankruptcy notices, 
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go out in the city of Springfield and sell auditor's warrants 
at fifty cents on the dollar." 

In the face of all this, it is no wonder that the cry of 
repudiation was heard on all sides. The load seemed 
unbearable.* The people knew that they had not been 
altogether to blame for the condition in which the state 
found itself. Great sums of money had been wasted in an 
extravagant manner. Bonds valued at millions had been 
loaned, hypothecated, and deposited under such conditions 
that the whole amount was lost to the state for the time 
being. In financial centers the name of the state was associ- 
ated with repudiation.’ Other states had taken steps in 
that direction—why not Illinois? To lead in this direction 
would bring temporary power and popularity; to oppose 

* Posh, 45- 
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might bring down an avalanche, carrying in its train political 
ruin to everyone whose face was turned against it. 

Amidst doubts and discouragements, but one thing offered 
itself as a firm foundation upon which the broken state might 
rebuild. The Illinois and Michigan Canal was two-thirds 
completed, having up to this time cost the state more than 
$5,000,000. By changing the plans of construction, it could 
be completed by a further expenditure of $1,600,000. A 
completed canal meant everything. It was expected that 
its revenues would provide a sinking-fund besides paying 
interest on the sum expended in its construction. In 
addition to the canal proper, there were the canal lands con- 
sisting of almost a quarter million acres, whose value would 
be so enhanced by their proximity to the canal that the 
amount received from them would go a long way in extin- 
guishing the entire state debt.* 

On account of the dissension between the Mormons and 
their neighbors,” it was generally recognized that the whole 
question of the Nauvoo charter and other privileges granted 
to that sect would be discussed in the coming session of 
the legislature. The matter was delicate and few believed 
that any bills concerning the Mormons would pass through 
that body. The danger was not in legislation but in dis- 
cussion. The farsighted members saw that an opportunity 
would be presented for designing politicians to strengthen 
themselves among their constituents by taking whichever 
side suited their interests, thereby dragging the energies 
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of the lawmakers in a direction quite contrary to that 
demanded by the best interests of the state. 


IM. STATE BANKS 


‘The same visionary spirit of enterprise that brought the 
Internal Improvement System into existence is accountable 
for the establishment and maintenance of banks controlled 
and owned in part by the state. Although the common- 
wealth had had a disastrous experience in banking during 
the first decade of its existence, the lesson was soon forgotten 
under the necessity of providing adequate means of exchange. 
On account of the great quantity of bonds to be sold and the 
wide distribution of the proceeds for labor and material, 
the banks were a fit companion for a system of improvements 
that promised so much and brought forth so little. 

‘The Ninth General Assembly, 1834-36, provided for a 
new state bank with a capital of $1,500,000, reserving to 
the state the right to subscribe for one-fifteenth of the capital 
stock whenever, in the judgment of some future General 
Assembly, the condition of the treasury would justify such 
action. The life of the charter was limited, expiring by 
legislative enactment January 1, 1860. The institution was 
authorized to issue notes, receive deposits, and perform all 
other functions customary to banking at that time. In 
liew of taxation the bank was required to pay annually into 
the state treasury one-half of r per cent of its paid-up capital." 

At the same session the old Shawneetown Bank, which 
had been inactive for a decade, succeeded in having its 
charter extended twenty years beyond the date of its original 

* Laws of Iilinois, 183438, 714. For & good account of the orpunization see David- 
‘son and Stuvé, Mfistory af Minots, Hire atba. 4x0-s7 Knox, 4 History of Banking in the 


‘Called Staies, 713-16. One cannot be too careful in distinguishing between the State Bank 
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xiii ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


expiration, which would have been January 1, 1837, and is 
thenceforth known as the Bank of Illinois." The same 
privileges and immunities were extended to both banks. The 
state took an option upon one-third of the stock of the 
Bank of Illinois, which amounted to $300,000, not primarily 
with the idea of assuming part control, but rather because 
the opinion was prevalent that the stock could be sold on 
the market at a handsome premium. 

The capital stock of each bank was immediately over- 
subscribed. The spell had fallen alike on states and indi- 
viduals, on individuals outside the state as well as on those 
within, The fact that the successful financiers and business 
men of the state had no hesitancy in taking all the stock that 
they could carry is significant in the light of subsequent 
events. The rush for subscription from outside the state 
was of such a volume that it was restricted by those having 
the organization in charge. Hardly had the enterprise 
got under way before an uncompromising struggle began 
for management, a struggle the disastrous effects of which 
were felt until the banks were completely overthrown, a 
struggle in which cities and localities took part and in which 
the battle-cry was “rule or ruin.”* 

When the session convened December 5, 1836, there was 
no hesitancy on the part of the lawmakers in definitely 
committing the state to a principle of public banking. The 
infatuation of internal improvements had done its work; 
the people had spoken and the legislature stood ready to 
obey their commands.’ The capital of the State Bank was 
increased from $1,500,000 to $3,500,000, that of the Bank 
of Illinois, from $300,000 to $1,700,000. In doing this the 

Laws of Tlinois Territory, 2816-17, 11-29: Laws of Illinois, 2834-38, 21-22. 

* Ford, History of Minsis, 175-76. 

* Laws of Minoir, 1836-37, 18. 
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state reserved the right to subscribe for the entire increase 
of the former and $1,000,000 of the latter, payable in each 
case by funds raised by selling state bonds.* At the same 
time the banks were made public depositories and in a way 
fiscal agents of the state.” 

Hardly had the banks opened their doors after this sudden 
inflation, before the crisis of 1837 was upon them. At the 
tisk of losing their charters, they suspended specie payment. 
Succeeding General Assemblies were liberal in legislating 
for these institutions, but to no avail.’ The inevitable was 
at hand. Both banks closed their doors in 1842, the State 
Bank in February and the Bank of Illinois in June. 

‘The banks had become mixed up in politics, and on 
account of the environment in which they were created and 
the personnel of their officers were considered to be Whig 
institutions. Party lines were drawn more or less closely, 
reflecting the national situation remarkably well. As soon 
as the first wave of enthusiasm had passed, the banks began 
to be unpopular, especially on account of their discrimina- 
tion in making loans to favored men of favored localities. 
‘The Democrats quickly perceived the situation and turned 
it into political capital. While the Whigs were inclined 
secretly to believe the connection between the banks and 
the state to be illegitimate and undesirable, they came out 
openly for them, prompted no doubt by a desire to be con- 
sistent with previous Whig policies, While they thus 
declared for the maintenance of these institutions, the party 
leaders recognized the danger of their position and as a 
result indulged in generalities only on the subject.* 

Laver of Minols, w8yo-37, 18-19. 

* This, 22; Davidon and Stuvé, History of Mines, 1675-1884, 427. 

* Lares of Minois, 1839-40, 15; 184t, 40-42; Ford, History of Minott 225-26. 


‘Knox, 4 History of Baubing in the United Stoter, 718-r9. 
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To complicate matters the Democrats had not agreed 
upon the exact attitude that the General Assembly ought to 
take toward the banks. On their part there had been a lack 
of consistency in the campaign of 1841-42, the policy being 
made to conform in many cases to suit individual candidates 
and particular localities. When the legislature met in 
December, 1842, it was generally agreed that a divorce 
between bank and state was desirable. The dominant 
party had in mind to strike the banks a blow, but further 
than that there was no fixed policy, and as a consequence 
it was split into factions of various sizes. 

Probably the executives, Carlin and Ford, who held 
conflicting views, voiced the opinions of most members of 
the Democratic party. The former was bitter in his denun- 
ciation and took the opportunity in his parting message 
to the legislature to picture the banks in the darkest hues. 
“The most improvident use was made of their credit, dis- 
counts were unguardedly made, accommodations impru- 
dently granted, and their issues extended, not only beyond 
all bounds of moderation and prudence, but greatly beyond 
their ability to redeem them.”' Already in September, 1842, 
he had taken the opportunity to lessen the value of their 
notes by prohibiting their acceptance in the payment of taxes.* 

Eyen the warmest friends of the banks could not deny 
that there was an element of truth in what Carlin had said. 
Tt was generally agreed that the banks had failed to perform 
the functions for which they had been established and that 
some corrective legislation was necessary. Despite the 
disfavor into which these institutions had fallen, they held 
the key to the situation, for it was in their power to contest 
arbitrary legislation in the courts, with the result that the 


* Senate Sournal, 1842-43, 20. 
* Ibid. 19; Niles’ National Register, LXTIL, 67, 165, 
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creditors of the state would lose confidence in the integrity 
of the legislature and refuse to subscribe for the new canal 
loan of $1,600,000, which was about to be proposed. Thus 
the solution of the matter depended upon legislation accept- 
able to both the people and the banks. 

Governor Carlin disregarded the consequences of unfa- 
vorable legislation. He believed that he saw the remedy 
and boldly recommended its application. Nothing suited 
him short of a law by which “their corporate existence 
should be speedily terminated.”* ‘This part of the message 
was distasteful to the incoming governor, who afterward 
charged that it was the product of the “‘ultraist” faction of 
the Democratic party, and claimed that Carlin had agreed 
in a conference a few days before it was delivered to omit 
it from the message.* 

Ford believed that the banks had sinned less than they 
had been sinned against. In his message of December 8, 
1842, he recommended that the legislature take some action 
regarding the banks and in a way that would be fair and 
equitable to all concerned. He was convinced that the 
state had erred in assuming the functions of a private enter- 
prise, but feared the result of a harsh separation, especially 
if it were done arbitrarily and against the wishes of the private 
stockholders. ‘Two very important considerations prompted 
him to advise conciliatory action on the part of the legislature. 
The people were without any sound and adequate medium 
of exchange. ‘To throw the banks into litigation would tic 
up indefinitely the specie piled up in their vaults. On the 
other hand, an amicable settlement would put almost every 
dollar into circulation at once.’ Feeling keenly the neces- 

"Senate Journal, 1849-43, 21. 

“Ford, History of Tineis, 298. 


++ The two banks held $703,008.60 In specie, of which the State Bank had $401,088.23 
-wod the Bank of Ilinais $307,040.47 (Pilinois Howse Reports, 1842-43, 43, 46). 
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sity of raising more money for the canal, the governor knew 
that such athing could never bedone if the legislature assumed 
the right to repudiate contracts entered into by the same 
body at a former session." 

Tt was pointed out in the message that the bank stock 
was worth considerably more in the open market than the 
same amount of state indebtedness held by the banks, 
While he called the attention of the legislature to this fact, 
the governor doubted the advisability of throwing five 
million dollars in stocks and bonds on the market. It 
would be not only inexpedient but dishonest. A few 
years before, the state had been over-anxious to receive 
dividends along with the private stockholders, but now 
she refused to stand in the place of a copartner. This 
seeming breach of faith was enough without taking 
advantage of the superior credit of the bank to beat the 
private stockholders, by depressing still further the market 
value of their holdings.* 

Fortunately the legislature heeded the advice of the new 
executive. One of its first acts was to appoint the governor, 
auditor, and fund commissioner as a committee ‘‘to enter 
into negotiations with the banks for the purpose of ascer- 
taining on what terms an amicable dissolution between the 
State and the banks can be effected.” This was done and the 
report was submitted to the consideration of the legislature 
two weeks after Ford's inauguration.? 

The final result was a compromise. The act was drawn 
up by the governor. The banks were given ample time in 
which to close up their business. Outwandly the legislation 

This session did revoke the charter of the Cairo Bank. Those unfriendly to tho 


completion of the canal peinted to this act as an example of legislative unfaithfulness. 
For a defense of this act see post, 68-62. 


* Senate Jowrnak, 1842°43. 36, 
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appeared to be a form of permission, which should go out to 
the world as an example of the inviolability of legislative 
grants. The banks understood. They knew that within 
the glove was a hand of steel. Recognizing the temper of 
the members of the legislature and of the people, and worn 
out in the struggle to maintain their standing in the financial 
world, they acquiesced with the inward consciousness of being 
forced to liquidate. 

The State Bank was given three days in which to sign 
an acceptance of the act, which in fact it had already inform- 
ally agreed to, and two days more in which to transfer 
state indebtedness, to the amount of $2,050,000, to the gover- 
nor, and receive in return an equal amount of bank stock 
held by the state. To give the state a right to assist in clos- 
ing up the affairs of the bank and to give the bank a con- 
stitutional existence until that time, stock to the amount of 
$50,000 was retained, which amount was to be exchanged 
eventually for state indebtedness or coin. The bank was 
required to pay out its specie, with the exception of $15,000 
which was to be reserved for final expenses of settlement, 
to note-holders and depositors. The payment was to be 
pro rata. The residue was to be paid in certificates of 
indebtedness, which should draw specie in proportional 
amounts at stated periods until the assets of the bank were 
exhausted. To avoid delays and legal obstructions, the 
act provided that all executions against the specie of the bank 
should be void so long as the bank officers were faithful 
in carrying out the spirit of the law.* 

To satisfy the people and to prevent any irregularities 
on the part of the officers of the bank, the governor was 
authorized to appoint a bank commissioner, who should 
act as director on the part of the state. Thus the interests 

* Liner of iinet, 842-43, 99. 
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of the state were guarded as carefully as legal limitations 
would allow. 

‘The treatment accorded to the Bank of [linois was 
similar, on the whole, to that received by the State Bank. 
‘There was a feeling, however, that the former was less a 
public institution than the latter. The members of the 
legislature at that time considered themselves under obliga- 
tions to go no farther than to protect the state by an exchange 
of securities with the bank and the final annulment of its 
charter. On the other hand, there was a general feeling 
that the interests of the state and the State Bank had been 
so closely connected that the people demanded a. strict 
oversight of its affairs until the very end of its existence. 

The Bank of Ilinois accepted the provisions of the act 
relating to its liquidation, within the prescribed thirty days. 
‘The state was satisfied with an immediate exchange of state 
bonds and scrip for bank stock to the amount of $500,000, 
giving the bank twelve months in which to secure the remain- 
ing half-million with which to take up the same amount of 
bank stock still held by the state. Regarding the appoint- 
ment of a commissioner and the paying out of specie, the 
two acts were similar. ‘There was one significant difference 
between the acts. In closing up the affairs of the State 
Bank, the state was to keep an interest until the final liquida- 
tion. But the state commissioner appointed for the Bank 
of Tllinois was to be withdrawn as soon as the bank had 
taken up all the stock held by the state." 

Although both acts passed the two houses by overwhelm- 
ing majorities, the occasion gave opportunity for some of 
the members to unburden their minds. After the State 
sega tai cpraon aad wat olato elec oxy Ine to co 


ditions of 
‘were refused by the bank The bank accepted the latter (Laws of Zilinois, 1842-43, 
27-358 Slate Register, March 24, 3843). 
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Bank bill had passed the lower house, Lyman Trumbull, 
secretary of state, and a personal enemy of John A. McCler- 
nand, chairman of the Finance Committee, is said to have 
made the threat that he would see that the bill was so altered 
in its passage through the Senate that “the framers in the 
House should not know their own bantling, when it came 
back to them.”* Governor Ford considered this quite out- 
side the sphere of the secretary's activities, and removed 
him from office. 

Through the remainder of Ford’s administration the 
bank question can hardly be said to have been a live issue 
despite the amount of subsequent legislation on the subject. 
‘There was sporadic agitation for a renewal of their charters, 
but without effect. Times were improving on the whole, 
and money was coming in from the outside to take the place 
of that formerly furnished by the defunct banks. The 
specie held by the two banks went into circulation without 
delay. 

Tn anticipation of the legislation herein set forth, a clique 
purchased the Bank of Illinois, from which $100,000 in 
specie was borrowed with which to purchase bonds yet due 
the state. Unfortunately for everybody the bonds purchased 
were a part of the lot hypothecated for a fraction of their 
face value to Macalister & Stebbins. Contrary to agreement 
they had been thrown on the market and the holders were 
clamoring for payment. The legislature had already 
refused to acknowledge that these bonds were a liability 
upon the state for an amount greater than that received 
from Macalister & Stebbins. Within the prescribed twelve 
months these bonds were presented to Governor Ford by 
James Dunlap. At first Ford refused to receive them, believ- 
ing that they did not come under the class of state indebted- 

"Gerhard, Lineis a2 £4 13, 205. 
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ness allowable to be exchanged for the remaining half- 
million of bank stock still held by the state. But fearing 
that they would be taken to the East and there thrown upon 
the market much to the detriment of the state's credit, 
he finally agreed to take them, on condition that the next 
legislature should negatively ratify the act by refusing to 
declare it void." 

After considerable maneuvering, the next legislature 
accepted these bonds at a considerable discount, together 
with a lot of scrip, leaving the balance to be paid in four 
years.* The charter of the Bank of Mlinois was extended 
from time to time in order to allow its affairs to be legally 
carried on.? The final liquidation took place years after- 
ward, but its influence on the state after the year 1845 was 
so small that it may well be disregarded. Evidently the 
State Bank closed up its business without undue delay, for 
it was never afterward a subject of importance in the legis- 


lature, It is indeed an ill wind that blows no good. The 
state had learned a lesson in banking, a lesson which took 
form in the constitutions of 1848* and 1870‘ and is not yet 
forgotten. 


IV. INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM AND STATE 
FINANCES 


The Internal Improvement System had its inception in 
the great wave of canal building and road making that 
swept over the country in the thirties, The beginning in 
Illinois was in 1835, when the legislature authorized the 


* Posh, 106, vor, 121-22, 

* Laws of Minoir, 1844-48, 46-49. ‘The act stipulated that the governor should 
recelve 333 bonds and $13,020 in internal scrip, ‘The accrued Interest on the bonds was 
calculated at $73,260, For this amount, $421,000, the governor was to deliver up bank 
sock to the value of S10s.000. ‘The dlucrepancy between this amount and thet sated 
fot ror ates on account of several bonds Delng presented Inter. The bank accepted 

this proposition March ro. 184s (Wites" National Rerister, LXVIIL., 06). 

‘Laws of Hlineis, 1846-47, 20-21. 

‘Art. X, par. 3, “An. XL, par. 5 
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governor to borrow a half-million dollars with which to 
begin the construction of the Iinois and Michigan Canal.* 

By the autumn of 1836, the people had decided to inaugu- 
rate an extensive system of internal improvements that 
would provide for almost every part of the state. Canals 
were to be constructed, railroads built, and rivers opened 
for navigation. Nothing seemed impossible. When the 
legislature met it was generally thought by the people that 
that body would take definite steps in the matter. During 
the year public meetings had been held in the principal towns 
with the result that the members of the legislature knew 
that there was a widespread desire for the improvements. 
The plans of the advocates of the system culminated in a 
monster meeting at Vandalia, the capital of the state, while 
the legislature was in session. 

The matter finally took form in a bill, which became a 
law February 27, 1837." The Council of Revision had 


returned it accompanied by their reasons for refusing to 
indorse it? The friends of the bill, however, were not to 
be beaten in such a manner, especially since the people 


* Although the Illinois and Michigan Canal was an internal improvement. it does not 
belong to what is technically called the “Internal Improvement System." 


“awe of Hiisos, 1hyo-33, 100-83. 
* This council was ex officio, being composed of the governor and the fudges of the 
Surmeme Court (Constitution of Mtimois, 1818, Art. UIL., par. 19). 
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were back of them, and responded to the veto by passing the 
measure a second time by the constitutional majority that 
would make it a law without the indorsement of the Council 
of Revision.' This measure had the character of an omni- 
bus bill, and had been drawn up in a manner calculated to 
win support from members having at stake interests more 
important than internal improvements.” 

Many of the enterprises were begun, but none of them 
finished. It had been the plan to begin work on any one 
particular road or river at several places. This plan was 
followed out with the result that when the labor ceased no 
one improvement was finished in any particular. A single 
line of railroad might be in all degrees of completeness, and 
in many places the work had not even been started. ‘Thus 
the money that had been sunk in the system was lost beyond 
recovery.? 

Within three years the craze had run its course, leaving 
the people, as a reminder of their folly, a debt that hung over 
them for decades. The impossibility of the scheme was not 
revealed until the time came when the bonds were unsalable. 
To prevent a loss of faith in the state’s credit, interest was 
paid by hypothecating bonds in return for which the state 
received whatever the holders pleased to give, which in many 
cases was very little. In one way or another, interest was 
paid on the Internal Improvement Bonds until July 1, 1841, 
after which it ceased to be paid until July 1, 1846, when a 
partial payment was resumed, being made possible by the 
one and one-half mill tax imposed by the legislature in 1845. 

When Governor Ford was inaugurated in 1842, the state 


* Acoastitutional majority was a majority of those elected to each house, 
* Moses, JMinots Historical and Statistical, 1., 410-19. 


* Senate Sowrwal, by ou hd ‘That part of the Northern Cross road between Spring- 
figld and Meredoain was completed by the state and leased to private parties. 
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debt was $15,000,000, more or less." This amount did not 
by any means represent a corresponding expenditure by 
the state, for the bonds had been issued so lavishly and 
handled so carelessly that it would be difficult to say just 
what part of this amount had been paid over to the state in 
money,” 

‘The time for inquiring into the causes of this overwhelm- 
ing debt had passed. All admitted that the state had 
blundered in her financiering, and no one denied that con- 
ditions were deplorable. ‘The most sanguine had acknowl- 
edged two years before that the Internal Improvement 
System was chimerical.t Conditions demanded that the 


 Kerh5y117 48 


* Asan iifustration, the fund commissioner had parted with the following bonds with- 


* Senate Fowral, 1439-49, 11; House Journal, 1840-41, 22; Howse Journal, 1842-43, 
*Sangams Journal, Apeil 1, 1842. 
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question of repudiation be faced without equivocation, 
Public men of the state had declared both officially and 
unofficially that the debt was binding on the people and 
ought to be provided for in some manner,* but this meant 
litle to the holders of the indebtedness so long as the money 
was not forthcoming. The problem could be solved by the 
legislature and the executive and by them only. 

In the campaign of 1841-42, each party had attempted 
to fasten the stigma of repudiation upon its opponents, 
at the same time declaring through its press the inviolability 
of the state’s indebtedness. But such declarations meant 
little, for there was no agreement in the definition of terms. 
Except in a positive denial of payment, there could be no 
complete repudiation. In the Democratic convention 
of 1841 a resolution that would have put the party on record 
as opposing repudiation was laid upon the table by a large 
majority.* The Whigs had been spared the necessity of 
such an action because they had failed to hold a nominating 
convention. They naively declared that the debt was just 
and binding upon the people, but that it could not be paid 
because the state was without adequate resources.* 

When the legislature met it was generally agreed that 
some definite action in the matter ought to be taken. Not a 
few of the members advocated giving up to the creditors of 
the state all the available assets and calling the matter square.* 
Others wished to turn the canal over to the federal govern- 
ment, liquidate the banks, and make the best terms possible 
with the remaining creditors. On the other hand, a few, 
associated with whom was the governor, saw the possibility 


‘Reynolds, My Own Times, 500. 

* Ford, Mistery of Hlinoss, 202. 

* Alion Telegraph, February 19, 1842; December 19, 1844. 
" Honse Jowrnab, 2842-43, 24. 
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of completing the canal by a further pledge of the credit 
of the state, and thus making it a vital force in lessening 
the indebtedness, ' 

Governor Carlin’s message, delivered December 7, 1842, 
probably reflects the popular feeling of the time.’ It was 
anything but encouraging and had a tendency to neutralize 
that of his successor delivered the next day. After picturing 
the conditions in the darkest manner possible, he concluded 
by saying that the state possessed no means whereby the 
debt could be handled in a way satisfactory to the creditors.* 

Notwithstanding the seemingly insurmountable ob- 
stacles that appeared to block the way, the new governor 
faced the task in his characteristic manner, by urging the 
General Assembly to take high ground in favor of paying 
every dollar of the state debt. In this way only could the 
people through their representatives express themselves in a 
definite manner. Although he understood that even the 
interest alone could not be paid at that time,* yet he under- 
stood just as well that a frank expression of present inability 
to pay coupled with a manifest disposition to make sacrifices 
would allay distrust and doubt in the minds of the creditors 
both at home and abroad. With prophetic insight he 
recognized the latent possibilities of the state. To his mind 
the greatest calamity possible to the state was the stigma of 

liation.* 

‘That part of the message relating to the state’s obligations 
was received with considerable approbation by the press 

*Hease Journoh, 1842°48, 47. 

* Allon Tebepragh, February ©8, 183. 

‘Hense Journal, 3842-83. 24 

Mids, 45-47 

‘There wus a growing conviction in Europe that Iilinols intended to repudiate (London 

27, 1845). Ina letter to the Sungome Journal, Senator Ryan portrayed vividly 
citizen of Hlinois had 


when be discumed the state ln New York City and 
(Sangamo Jonenal, Moy 30, 1244), 
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of both parties, In the East and Europe it created a favor- 
able impression upon the ereditors* and almost immediately 
the price of state bonds began to rise in spite of the constant 
increase of the debt due to the accumulating interest. : 

Without asking the people for a dollar the legislature had 
the opportunity to reduce the debt several millions by an 
exchange of bank stock for state securities. This was done, 
and amidst sincere acclamation bonds and scrip received 
from the banks were burned in front of the state house.* 
The governor, who had in the meantime been made ex- 
officio fund commissioner,* succeeded after long-drawn-out 
negotiations in having a great many unsold bonds returned 
to the state. The result of these measures was a consider- 
able decrease in the state’s liabilities before the mecting of the 
General Assembly in 1844. ‘Though the canal legislation of 
1842-43 failed to bring the results hoped for it had a healthy 
influence, for it showed that the representatives of the people 
had a sincere desire to use the assets of the state for the best 
interests of the creditors, and at the same time committed 
them to a definite financial policy. For the time being the 
canal expense was at a minimum, leaks were stopped here and 
there, and the prospect of creating conditions favorable 
to more generous legislation brightened.* 

Fords first legislature had disappointed him in that it 
made no provision for the rapidly accumulating interest.‘ 


"Tn the East the message was commented on under the caption “Repudiation Repa- 
dinted” (Niles! Notional Register, LXTIL, 325). 

ast 8 Alton Telagroph, February 18, 1843; Niles’ National Register, LXIV., 

tons feceived from the banks were not stncly speaking an indebtstness for the 

state held m like amount in bank stock, which at that time had » higher value in the open 
market than the boads burned. 

* Laws of Ulinwis, 2842-43, 147-48. 

‘ Niles! National Register, LXTV., 224, 240. 

‘Not only did the logislature fail to provide un interest tax but it repealed one already 
in force (Lows of 1Minois, ¢%42-45, 228-20). Thix was a tax of cne mill on each dollar of 
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He was sure that the failure had been due to the impression 
that a majority of the people opposed the payment of prin- 
cipal as well as interest. The time had now come when 
drastic measures were necessary and Ford decided to adopt 
them. His attitude on taxation was well known, for he had 
promised the bondholders that he would urge on the legis- 
lature the necessity of re-enacting a law providing for an 
interest tax. He knew well that many of the members would 
be in favor of such a measure provided it met the approba- 
tion of their constituents. 
The governor had his plans well in mind, and awaited 
a favorable opportunity to put them into operation. He 
believed that he would receive the support of the people 
living along the canal, for the completion of this enterprise 
depended in part on favorable legislation.* In September, 
1844, Ford was given the opportunity to express himself 
ically and without reservation. William S. Wait, 
of Bond County, a man to whom the people of the state 
owe a great debt of gratitude for his untiring efforts in the 
building of railroads, addressed a long letter to the governor 
through the public press, in which the latter was asked for 
his opinion on increased taxation. 
The answer came without hesitation, clean cut and to 
the point.* Declarations of intention meant little, if used 


eee ena en che Dar es ot ints mr of Silanle 18 40-4r, 165-66), 
‘This disappointment was the greater, jateemee 
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too often. The creditors demanded something more sub- 
stantial than mere promises. The state had put the matter 
off too long already, and the time to act had come. Longer 
delay was impossible. The legislature must take steps to 
provide for the debt or declare for repudiation. 

The governor’s friends thought that his boldness had 
carried him beyond the point of discretion. It will never 
be known how much information he had beforehand con- 
cerning its reception. Whether the action be attributed 
to boldness or sagacity, the result was the same, for there 
was no popular uprising as some had feared. Even the 
opposition press acknowledged that there was no other 
honorable way open." 

When the letter became public in Europe the result was 
magical. The friends of the state took new courage. David 
Leavitt, a New York banker, and Charles Oakley, agent of 
the state to receive subscriptions for the canal, made a hurried 
trip to Europe in the interest of the canal. The letter had 
preceded them, however, carrying reassurance to the credi- 
tors and clearing the way for successful negotiations. * 

Great struggles were yet to come. When the legislature 
assembled, there was a general feeling that conditions might 
be bettered by introducing more economy in the adminis- 
tration of the state government.* Accordingly a retrench- 
ment committee was appointed to look after the leaks, 
no matter how small they were. This committee struck 
at the office of the executive first.’ The preceding legis- 

Many other schemes were proposed, but none of them embodied Immediate taxation 
RSesssas Towraeh Norastar a ish 

Pout, txxiva, 1m. 3 

* Alton Tdegraph, December, 4, 1844. 

* Houre Journal, x844-$5, 38; Senate Journal, 1844-45, 40. 


‘Allon Telegraph, December st, 1844. On pp. 387-88, in bis Hirlory of Ilinois, 
Ford claims that the committee, supported by his personal enemies, gave out for publica 





INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT AND STATE FINANCES lx 


lature had allowed the governor eight thousand dollars, 
with which he was ordered to pay any contingent expense 
overlooked by the lawmakers.* Zealous to serve their 
constituents, both houses indorsed a resolution that called 
upon the governor and justices of the Supreme Court to 
refund one-fourth of their salaries to the state treasury.’ 
On almost the same day, the House tabled indefinitely a 
resolution that would have brought a corresponding decrease 
in the salaries of its members.* 

In answer to this resolution, the governor pointed out 
the injustice of such a request in view of the fact that his 
salary was usually paid in depreciated auditor’s warrants.‘ 
‘True to traditions, the judges became indignant and threat- 
ened to resign.* 

Many of the legislators firmly believed that any form of 
taxation for the purpose of paying interest was undesirable. 
The Whig press kept repeating the statement that there was 
hot enough good money in the hands of the people to pay the 
taxes for one year.’ Governor Whitcomb of Indiana had 
declared a little before this time that the western states could 
never pay their debts, The opposition made capital out 
of such statements with the result that not a few friends of 
the measure began to doubt. The trouble was that the 
possibility of paying interest and the possibility of paying 
principal were confused. Statements to the effect that the 
state could never pay its great debt were used as argument 


tion wonderful accounts derogatory to his official actions. In examining the files of the 

ee eee ears |e Seaway Zewrael and cin Ales Telegraph, I have been 
‘unable to find charges as incriminating as be sexed to. 

* Lawes of Ulinais, 142-43, 11-19, 

* Senate Jowemal, 1844-45, $2) House Jowrnal, 1844-45, 83. Resolution originated 
in the Senate. 

* Alton Telegraph, December zi, 1844; House Journal, 1844-45, 20-37, 

“Senate Reporis. 1Sus-4s. 175-14. 

* Bid, 193-200; Allon Telegraph, February 15, 1845, 

* Sancame Journal, December 5, 1844. 
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against paying interest. The two were used interchange- 
ably in such a fashion by the opponents of the measure that 
the ordinary observer found it difficult to differentiate 
between them." 

Another factor that must not be neglected was the mena- 
cing attitude of the Whig press, which portrayed in a lively 
fashion the hardships that must necessarily follow the col- 
lection of an interest tax. Although the press had generally 
indorsed Ford's letter to Wait, it believed more in the senti- 
ments therein expressed than in their practical application. 
It was pointed out to the Democrats that their large majority 
made them responsible for legislation on the subject, and 
that upon them alone would fall the ill-will of the people. 
Members from the southern counties that were inclined to 
favor the proposition were reminded that they were there 
to represent the people of their districts, rather than to express 
personal opinions.* 

To bring the whole matter still further into disrepute, 
the friends of taxation were accused of a too friendly feeling 
toward the foreign bondholders. It was expected that there 
would be a defection from their ranks when they were stig- 
matized with the word “British,” a bludgeon still in use on 
certain occasions. The old trick of playing the southern 
counties against the tax legislation was used successfully 
foratime. It was truthfully pointed out that the completion 
of the canal depended upon the action of the legislature re- 
garding the interest; the most effectual way to hit the canal 
proposition was to vote against any kind of an interest tax.’ 

* Clearly seen by a epeech made on the floor of the House by Mr. Hanson, of Coles 


‘County, and published in the Sangamo Journal, March 6, 1845, 
* Sangamo Fowrnal, December 5, 1844. 


orm, 
(Senate Journal, 1844-45, 381). 
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According to the program of the canal-interest party, 
a bill favorable to these measures was introduced in the House. 
After considerable debate the bill passed by a substantial 
majority. In the Senate, however, it met a different fate, 
being defeated by a bare majority. The friends of the bill 
were not discouraged. Its defeat was due to the fact that 
the union of both measures compelled its rejection by 
senators favorable to one and hostile to the other. To 
eliminate this objection, the bill was divided after being 
sent to a sclect committee. Finally both parts passed and 
became law." The part relating to the canal is discussed 
under that head. The interest act provided for a permanent 
interest tax of one mill on each dollar of property value for 
the year 1845, and one and one-half mills thereafter. While 
this was entirely insufficient to pay the interest, it was a 
good beginning, which in a way had its completion in the 
constitution of 1848.’ 

The effects of such legislation were good both within 


able to hold their own, despite the gradual increase of the 
‘When the bill came up for the third reading in the Senate, February 25, 1845, Mr. 
‘County, offered an amendment, 


was again back to amended and paused 
‘ths, by @ wote of 31 to 20 (Senate Journal, 1844-45, 962, 377-88, 387, 396 309-400), 
hae property valuation was $82,397,105; the one mill tax amounting to 


Ta itg6 the property valuation was $8415.40; the one and oneal mil ax amoust- 
Ang anans to lel for See ie, December r. 1850). ‘The consticutlon 
‘ol 1848 provided for = permancat two mill tax, applicable Uo all sate indebtedacs 
except canal and «boo! bonds. 
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indebtedness, coupled with the decrease in assets caused 
by turning the canal and its property over to a select few 
of the creditors.‘ All over the East the newspapers 
commented most favorably on the action of the legislature 
in its stand against repudiation.” 

The people had spoken. They recognized their mistake 
in undertaking such gigantic enterprises as the Internal 
Improvement System. With all its undesirabilities, how- 
ever, had come a valuable lesson which was not soon for- 
gotten, and which stands out prominently in the constitu- 
tions of 1848° and 1870.4 


Y, ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL 


It is impossible to say who first suggested the cutting of 
a canal through which the waters of Lake Michigan and the 
Mississippi River might flow, The earliest French explorers 
and traders knew of and used extensively the short portage 
separating the two basins. Even before the Territory of 
Illinois had been organized, the scheme was discussed in 
Congress, though without immediate results.’ The War 
of 1812 showed the desirability of such a waterway, and the 
extinguishment of the Indian title along the proposed route 
in 1816 removed all legal impediments. March jo, 1822, 
. caer bond prices varying from 37 to 38, from May to 
june 


1844, 42 . 
pen ets es (se Lage ‘bon October 32, 1844). 
etegs Ju a1) 
ee ir 843). 
uly 25, 1845, fe id Ago 4, 
*The New York ad of Conieersd cmd Governor Ford for os pve stand 
idlation (Stase 


commenting on 
‘very highly that of peer a Ford 
(Stote Register, Februasy 24, 1845). 
* Art. 11, par, 37, 
* Art, XI, sec, i separate rection, No. 3. 
“Annals of Congress, 11th Cong, ad seus. U., 1388-93; Niles’ National Register, 
Vi, 350 
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Congress, in response to a request of the Illinois legislature,* 
authorized the state to construct such a canal through the 
public lands and granted a strip of land ninety feet wide 
‘on each side of its bed. 

At its next session the legislature appointed a board 
of canal commissioners to estimate the cost of building a 
canal along the proposed route. After considering the mat- 
ter in all its aspects, the board came to the conclusion that 
the work could be done for less than three-quarters of a 
million dollars. After unsuccessful attempts to get additional 
land from the federal government, the legislature decided 
that the state was not in a position to prosecute the work 
and accordingly incorporated on January 17, 1825, a private 
concern to take over the work. This was known as the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal Association and was capitalized 
for $1,000,000. This was opposed by our delegation in 
Congress, which had worked carly and late for a federal 
appropriation for the enterprise. There was no cause for 
worry, however, for there was no subscription of stock and 
@ little later the charter was repealed. 

On March 3, 1827, Congress granted to the state alternate 
sections of land for a distance of five miles on each side of 
the proposed canal. Thus the state secured a nucleus 
around which it could build more easily in the future. 

On January 12, 1829, the legislature organized a new 
canal board and authorized it to make a new survey of the 
route, sell whatever land could be disposed of, and begin 
the work whenever conditions would justify. In 1831, 
on January 15, an amendatory act was passed: Chicago and 
Ottawa were to be laid out; a new estimate involving over 

* Senate Tourmal, 1820-28, 109, 196. 


S Laws of Illinois, v805, 160-05, 
*Mhid., 1829, ta18, 
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four million dollars was accepted; one acting commissioner 
with two others to assist were provided for.* On March 1, 
1833, the board of canal commissioners was abolished and 
the whole matter was dropped for the time being.* 

By this time the railroad had shown its superiority over 
the canal, in some respects at least. On account of this 
fact there gradually arose a party in the state that wished 
to build such a highway rather than a canal. No great 
change of route was contemplated, the adherents of the 
plan proposing to make Chicago and Peru the terminals. 
‘This agitation culminated in an act of Congress of March 2, 
1833, by which the state was authorized to use the lands, 
already granted for a canal, for the purpose of building a 
railroad. 


But agitation for a canal did not cease. For its con- 
struction the Ninth General Assembly authorized the 
governor to negotiate a loan for a sum not to exceed $500,000, 
giving as a pledge the canal lands and tolls, and any other 
means the federal government might grant thereafter for 
its construction, The act itself implied lack of confidence 
on the part of the state; and as a consequence, capitalists 
refused to subscribe for the bonds, which of course caused 
the whole matter to fall through. 

Finally, the members of the legislature came to the con- 
clusion that the state must show her confidence in the enter- 
prise by pledging her own credit. On January 9, 1836, 
the act of the previous year was repealed, and the governor 
was authorized to borrow a half-million dollars on the credit 
of the state. At the same time an acting commissioner on 
salary was provided for, to be assisted by two others on 

* Laws of Tlinois, x83t, $0-44- 


* Revised Statutes of Tihinois, 1858, 112-24. 
* Laws of Minots, 1835, 222; Putnam, Journal of Political Economy, XVIL, 374-75. 
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per diem salary, their duties being similar to those of the 
first whenever their services were required." 

With less than 7 per cent of the estimated cost of the 
canal in sight, the state plunged into the undertaking.” 
Amid great rejoicing ground was broken July 4, 1836. 
Especially at Chicago was the occasion one of gladness, 
and with good reason, for the completion of this enterprise 
was a vital force in the unprecedented growth of that city 
during the next quarter of the century. 

With the canal once begun there was no turning back. 
On March 2, 1837, the legislature authorized the governor 
to borrow a half-million more for the canal.’ From loans 
and land sales enough money came into the hands of the 
commissioners to keep the work moving, By January rt, 
1839, $1,400,000, had been expended upon the enterprise* 
and before the year was ten months older another million 
had been added to the amount already expended.* 
comparing the work already done with what yet remained 
uncompleted, the legislature of 1838-39 saw that borrow- 
ing money in half-million lots was quite inadequate to the 
demands. Consequently the governor was authorized to 
borrow four million dollars for the canal on the state’s credit.® 
In order to negotiate a loan of such magnitude, Governor 
Carlin appointed United States Senator Richard M. Young 
and ex-Governor John Reynolds as special agents of the 
state. These gentlemen visited the eastern cities and 
Europe,’ and succeeded in placing a considerable amount 

* Lanes of Hbinois, 1836, 45-5 


‘The Seventh dual Report of the Beart of Cenal Commissions. Howse Report 
se ‘Daxidson and Stuvé, History of Misoke, x67s-1684. 478, 
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of bonds in the hands of capitalists and bankers, who prom- 
ised invariably to make periodic advances upon them. 
In some cases bond brokers became selling agents of the 
state, agreeing to make advances conditional on the sale of 
bonds. In this way considerable money was raised, but 
not enough to meet the demands of the canal." 

As a last resort many of the canal contractors made & 
proposition to take canal scrip and bonds from the state 
in lieu of money, preferring to do this rather than suffer on 
account of a cessation of Jabor on the canal. Much to the 
surprise and satisfaction of the contractors, William F. 
Thornton succceded in disposing of bonds to the value of 
one million dollars at 85.* 

‘Thus matters dragged on from bad to worse. Many of 
the late purchasers of bonds failed to make payments as 
agreed upon, and the credit of the state declined still farther. 
Finally work was abandoned all along the line, with an 
exception here and there, and no one seemed to know exactly 
what todo next. There was a general agreement, however, 
that the work could not be completed on the lines already 
followed. 

At this juncture the old “‘shallow cut” idea was revived 
and discussed.* A waterway less pretentious than the one 
upon which the people had set their hearts was better than 
none at all.4 The pressing financial needs of ¢ tal 
demanded that the canal should be finished in 
it might bear part of the state’s enormous burd 
only valid objection to the “shallow cut” plan was, 

* Putnam, Journal of Political Economy, XVIL, 285-85. 

* Port, %, 13-20, 
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change in plans would give the contractors an opportunity 
to claim damages for breach of contract on the part of the 
state. This objection is significant when one considers the 
laxity in assessing claims at the time.* 

When the legislature met in December, 1842, there was 
a lack of unanimity among the members in all matters relat- 
ing to the finances of the state. This was particularly true 
in the ranks of the dominant party. A great many of them 
felt that all legislation on the canal would be of their mak- 
ing, and consequently they hesitated to take sides on a 
question that had not yet been definitely decided by the people. 
Tt was the general opinion that the members from the 
southern part of the state would oppose any canal legislation 
calling for increased taxation or for a further pledge of the 
state’s credit. For a while it looked as if these members 
combined with the Whigs, would be able to block any legis- 
lation favorable to the canal. At this juncture a strong hand 
was needed. Governor Ford’s acquaintance in the southern 
counties stood him in good stead. He was convinced that 
the popular opposition was exaggerated by the Whigs 
and other enemies of the canal project. His late cam- 
paign in that section led him to believe that the opposition 
to the canal was less formidable than was generally thought 
by a majority of the Democrats. The Whig press left 
no stone unturmed to divide the state on the question 
but their efforts were, on the whole, unsuccessful. On 
February 21, 1843, the governor was authorized to negotiate 


Gooding estimated that it would require $230,000 to pay contractors for their 
oaeecoriba pale.” Te ecwning much chains the Seench Annee 
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‘a loan for $1,600,000, the amount considered necessary to 
complete the canal on the “‘shallow cut” plan. ‘The measure 
was a compromise, which was probably necessary to secure 
its passage through the tortuous course through which bills 
sometimes go. The money was to be secured by the canal, 
canal lands, tolls, and revenues only, On the other hand, 
the advantages of the proposition lay in the requirement that 
the new debt should take precedence over all others already 
contracted for the construction of the canal." 

In disposing of the bonds the holders of canal indebted- 
ness were to be given the preference. If they failed to take 
advantage of the new loan, holders of other forms of state 
indebtedness might step into their place. Should both of 
these classes decline to subscribe, the opportunity would be 
thrown open to the general public, 

Acting under the authority of this act, Governor Ford 
appointed Colonel Charles Oakley and State Senator Michael 
Ryan as “agents to receive subscriptions for completing the 
Tilinois and Michigan Canal.”* On account of the depleted 
condition of the state treasury, the governor was com- 
pelled to take $3,000 from the school fund for the agents’ 
expenses.’ 

The agents hastened to New York to open negotiations 
with the American creditors. Evil reports concerning cer- 
tain acts of the legislature had preceded them. Enemies 
of the canal had written articles for the eastern newspapers, 

ae of Tine, shares, sh: Tien thow cute who conser the a's 
credit of little value felt that the new arrangement would not only provide adequate 
iy orth new ea tenance he alae the canal bots (anon Tit, June 27, 
his: Niles! Yotional Register, LXIV., 408). 

ft, Me. Ryan was a cel engineer of cnsidenble abilty and probably 


‘of the state. Of course there was a political significance in the selection. 


* Howse Journal, 1844-48, 13. ‘The using of the school fund in this manner was the 
‘basis of an attack upon the governor by Lyman ‘Trumbull and his friends. 
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in which the repealing of the charters of the Cairo Bank and 
the Bank of Illinois was held up as an example of legislative 
dishonesty. To the financiers in the East, who did not 
know the real facts, this appeared to be a very serious 
matter. Governor Ford and the agents succeeded, however, 
in proving the calumnious charge unfounded, much to the 
discomfiture of the enemies of the canal.’ 

In New York the agents were received by the American 
creditors with a show of friendliness toward the proposition 
for completing the canal. They seemed to be willing to 
subscribe for their share of the bonds. David Leavitt, of 
New York, used his great influence in financial circles in 
behalf of the state and in other ways as well showed himself 
to be a warm friend of the canal.? By his influence the 
American creditors were called together and persuaded to 
say definitely that they would support the undertaking. 

Encouraged by this apparent success in America, Messrs. 
Oakley and Ryan hastened to Europe to consult with the 
principal bondholders or their attorneys.* Here the recep- 
tion was less cordial than it had been in New York. The 
foreign creditors did not deny that the security offered by 
the act of the legislature was sufficient to secure the new loan; 
they were more concerned about the sums already advanced, 
and the long-deferred interest upon them. They were 
inclined to be inconsiderate, for the repeal of the interest 
tax, instead of an increase as the creditors had desired, 


eae ae els ar) Penk aka no credit to himself for answering in 

yea amisrepresentation contained in the letters written by the enemies of 

canal, The agents would have found this task impossible without having the records 
athand, For Ford's argument see post, 98-62. 


* Mr. Leavitt was president of the American ‘Bank of New York City, and 
had $250,000 invested ia Illinois bonds, He aiterward intorest-paying agent of 
the state (just, 153). 
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seemed to them a breach of faith on the part of the people 
and their representatives." 

Finally arrangements were made for a committee com- 
posed of Abbott Lawrence, Thomas Ward, and William 
Sturges, all of Boston, to appoint two competent men, who 
should personally examine the canal and its property, 
estimate its value and debts, and make a complete report of 
their finding. The two men selected were ex-Governor 
John Davis, of Massachusetts, and William H. Swift, captain 
in the engineering corps of the United States Army." Dur- 
ing the winter of 1843-44, Messrs. Davis and Swift made a 
thorough examination of the canal and its property. Their 
report of March r, 1844, confirmed in the main the claims 
made by Governor Ford through the state’s agents, Oakley 
and Ryan.* 

‘The European creditors had expressed a desire that the 
American creditors should subscribe $400,000, more as 
earnest money than anything else. This was not done, and 
when the agents returned to Europe without having accom- 
plished what the foreign bondholders now said was essential 
before they would act, they found their former negotiations 
atanend. And not without reason, for the holders of the 
indebtedness abroad considered that the failure of the Amer- 
ican subscription indicated lack of confidence on the part 
of those who ought to know conditions on account of their 
proximity to the work. Desiring fuller information than 
the written report had given, the large creditors in Europe 
invited Governor Davis to cross the Atlantic and give to 
them a verbal account of the conditions as he had seen them. 
Mr. Davis accepted the invitation, with the result that the 

* Senate Sournol, 1850-43, 89-96; ante, Iwi 5. 


"House Sournah, wbe4-98, 13 
“The Davis and Swift Report may be found in House Reports, r844-45, 314 ff. 
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foreign creditors agreed to take the allotment of the new 
bonds coming to them on the basis of their holding at that 
time.* 

In all these negotiations the creditors both at home and 
abroad insisted that the legislature should re-enact an 
interest tax. It was impossible for the agents to make any 
definite promises as to the action of the state’s lawmakers. 
They were prepared to say, however, that the governor 
would urge in his next message the necessity of providing 
for the interest on the public debt. 

In the meanwhile negotiations awaited the action of the 
legislature. During this time an event occurred that was 
ludicrous enough in itself, but which threatened to cause the 
almost perfected canal arrangement to come to nothing. 
At the time when Governor Davis was selected to aid Cap- 
tain Swift in the examination of the canal property, he was 
looked upon in many sections as the logical candidate for 
vice-president on the Whig ticket. A Democratic organ at 
Washington, D.C., charged that the selection was made for 
the purpose of coercing the vote of Hlinois. Senator Ryan 
made a vigorous reply, which stamped the whole charge as a 
falsehood told for political purposes only. During the 
summer and fall of 1844, Mr. Ryan changed position and 
flatly contradicted his former statements asserting the 
fairness of Davis’ selection.*» Through the medium of the 
State Register papers outside the state took up the contro- 
versy,* which fortunately for all concerned, soon died out, 
though not before Senator Ryan had become somewhat 

1 Nie National Regier, LX. 438. Tt was eaimated tat the canal debt, upon the 
basis of which the new loan would be made was $5,000,002. Any holder of 
Gael ic boomed a akan oft new fons tne can olan por an Bs lng 

* Slate Register, October 18, 1844; December 26, 1844. 

“It ls very probable that more persons than Mr. Ryan were concemed in this attack 
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discredited in the eyes of his colleagues from the northern 
counties.‘ ‘The whole affair put Governor Ford in a trying 
position on account of the attempts of the Democratic 
organ to make capital out of a matter in which there was not 
probably a grain of truth. 

True to his promise, Governor Ford urged upon the 
legislature the advisability of passing a law that would 
provide for the future payment of interest.” ‘The lawmakers 
heeded this advice, which was embodied in an enactment 
that passed both houses only after an almost successful 
opposition on the part of the enemies of taxation and the 
canal, 
There had been so many conflicting estimates as to the 
cost of the canal that the members of the legislature, natur- 
ally enough, had about come to the conclusion that these 
estimates were mere guesses and ought not to be relied 
upon.’ Finally a supplementary canal bill was passed, pro- 


‘ational Register, LXVIL, 291. 
* Howse Journal, 184q~45, 18-19. 
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viding that the governor should execute and deliver all the 
anal property to three trustees, as provided in the act of 
February 21, 1843, two to be selected by the subscribers of the 
new loan of $1,600,000 and the third by the governor. 
‘This was in all respects a first mortgage and took precedence 
over all other claims against the canal.* The subscribers 
to the new loan were to have preference in the payment of 
principal and interest, The greatest inducement, the one 
that probably brought about the final consummation of the 
negotiations, was that the subscribers could register their 
old bonds when they made their new subscriptions, and as a 
consequence the interest charges on these ald bonds would 
be taken care of out of the receipts of the canal as soon as 
the new loan and its interest had been provided for.* 

Into the passage of the act of March 1, 1845, certain per- 
sonal influences entered which must not be neglected if 
we would rightly interpret the history of the times. Among 
the Whigs were a few men that regarded the interests of 
the state as far above those of any particular party or clique 
and, to the disappointment of their political friends, they 
stood steadfastly for any legislation that promised to raise 
the state from the slough into which she had fallen. Con- 
scious of the right, they followed at any cost what they con- 
sidered the only honorable course open to them by voting 
with their ancient enemies both for a canal and for a per- 
manent interest tax.* 

Among the supporters of the canal project was Colonel 
Charles Oakley, who had been appointed in 1843 to help 
negotiate the new loan of $1,600,000. Having a consider- 
able following in both political parties, his influence in the 

* Governor Ford gives at length the difference hetween a prior private and a prior 
pablfe dates (pout, r07~10). 

Act of March 1, 2245, 
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legislature, though unofficial, was a vital factor in the pas- 
sage of these two bills.’ In February, 1845, Colonel Oakley, 

by David Leavitt, of New York, and ex- 
Governor Davis, of Massachusetts, visited Springfield.* The 
legislature was in session at the time, engrossed in discussing 
the conditions of the state. At first Mr. Leavitt and Gover- 
nor Davis were looked upon with distrust, for the opponents 
of the canal circulated the rumor that these men had come 
as representatives of the creditors with the declared purpose 
of dictating to the legislature.* But they did nothing of 
the kind. Their mission was to communicate the creditors’ 
proposition to the legislature, and this they did through 
the governor.t Much to the disappointment of the anti- 
canal party, Messrs. Dayis and Leavitt, by their prudent 
behavior and frank expressions, made friends even among 
the opponents of increased taxation and a completed canal.* 
Just how far this influence affected the passage of satis- 


factory legislation has not been and cannot be recorded. 

Governor Ford's influence was no small factor during 
this session of the General Assembly, Although many of 
his own party had occasion to differ from him on questions 
of policy, few doubted his good intentions, and all must have 
conceded that his grasp of administrative affairs was remark- 
able. He was the one man in the state to whom outsiders 


* Sangamo Journal, February 20, 1845. 
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‘a more detalled account, sce Davidson and Stuvé, History ef Iiaott, 1675-1884, 486, 0, 
+ Allon Telegroph, February 22, 1245. 
* Governor Ford delivered the propesition to the ce Tn a apecial mestage found 
Im Howse Reports, 1844-45; Nies’ National Register, LXVILL. 
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looked for strict justice in financial matters. He had given 
them reason to expect much. His reputation as a leader 
was at stake and he realized it. Should the legislature 
adjourn without making some provision for the rapidly 
accruing interest, he as well as the state would be discredited 
both at home and abroad. 

In the spring of 1845 Governor Ford authorized the 
subscribers of the new loan to elect two trustees as allowed 
to them by the act of February 21, 1843. David Leavitt, 
of New York, and Captain William H. Swift, of the regular 
army, were chosen at a meeting held in New York, May 27, 
1845." This selection was satisfactory to the people of the 
state, for both men had shown an interest in the canal and 
their honesty and integrity were unquestioned. 

‘The selection of a state trustee was a more difficult task. 
The salary was 2 princely one for a public officer of Hlinois, 
being a thousand dollars a year more than that received by 
the highest paid state officer.* It was manifestly impossible 
for the governor to avoid criticism in making a selection, 
Colonel Oakley had worked early and late for the interests 
of the state, and as a consequence his friends felt that the 
place belonged to him by all odds, Ford thought otherwise 
and selected Jacob Fry, who was quite familiar with the 
canal and its needs, having been commissioner from 1837 
to 1843.7 

With the legal formalities cleared away, nothing remained 
except to secure the promised money and begin the work. In 


* Report of Canal Commissioners, December ¢, 1845; State Regiter, Vebruary 6, 1846 

* For salaries paid state officers, see govt, 175, n. 1. 
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June, 1845, the loan was completed," and work began the fol- 
lowing September. Former contractors were given preference 
on their old sections, but the contracts were based on new esti- 
mates made by the chief engineer.* On account of the cheap- 
ness of all kinds of supplies, the trustees found it compara- 
tively easy to let the contracts within the estimated cost.? 

On account of innumerable delays incident to getting 
the machinery in working order and to removing obstacles 
that must out of necessity have followed the abandonment 
of such an enterprise three years before, little work was done 
during the winter of 1845-46. While little headway was 
made in the actual construction of the canal, the salaries 
of the large corps of officials and engineers went on, a fact 
which finally created considerable dissatisfaction among 
the people, for the salaries paid the trustecs and chief engi- 
neer Were enormous, measured by the ideas of the people of 
Illinois in 1846.4 To make the matter more exasperating, 
there was no legal redress. 

All matters concerning the canal were decided by a 
majority vote of the trustees. The two foreign trustees 
often found it impossible to attend to canal affairs in person 
and a5 a consequence delegated their powers to others. In 
this way the state’s interests suffered at times, despite the 
good intentions of the foreign trustees and the honest efforts 
of the state trustee.* The governor and legislature pro- 
tested against this delegation of authority to others, but with- 
out effect. The bondholders manifested a desire to deal 


* Citizens of Tiinois held old canal boods to the value of es which they 
subscribed the required 32 per cent (Wites’ National Register, LXVUL., 1 

* Laws of Hilnois, 1842-43, 54. 

* Report of the Canal Trastees, 2847, 26. 


* The foreign trustees received each $5,000 per year; the state trustee, $3,590. Both 
Ford and Freach made protests against this discrimination but without effect (Govemor 
French's letter to E. Riggs, May 24, #847, found in State Register, June 17, 1857); se also 
Past, 197-39 

* Pou, 135, 152, 183. 
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squarely with the state by paying their subscriptions to the 
new loan within the stipulated time, but they refused abso- 
lutely to consider a reduction in the salary of the trustees. 

During the years 1846~48, the work advanced rapidly in 
spite of the fact that obstacles of all kinds were encountered. 
‘The weather was anything but ideal for canal building 
and an epidemic swept over the ranks of the laborers.* The 
act of February 21, 1843, had provided that the canal should 
be finished within three years after the trustees took it over. 
The feat was accomplished before the expiration of that 
time. On April 10,” 1848, the General Fry made the journey 
from Lockport to Chicago, and thirteen days later the Gen- 
eral Thornton, by passing through the entire length of the 
canal, heralded to the world the completion of an undertak- 
ing that had caused the people of Illinois no end of trouble 
and embarrassment.’ 

Although the canal tolls have always been smaller than 
they were estimated in 1843 and 1845, they exceeded the 
gross expense of operation until 1879, since which there has 
been an annual deficit, paid out of the revenues derived from 
the leases of water power and canal lots, and the sale of 
clays and stone.‘ Other things besides receipts and expendi- 
tures must be considered however, if the economic yalue 
of the canal is to be rightly judged, for it has been not only 
a powerful factor in developing northern Illinois but a 
restraint on undue increase in railroad rates. 

* Howse Reports, 1849 (19 2008), 165, 169. 

* Motes, IHinois Historeat amt Slatisticot, 1., 404; Mouse Reports, vk40 (1st sess), 
575; Allon Teleeraph, April ar, 2848, gives the date of the passage as April 15. 

* Moses, loc. ct.: Davidson and Stuvé, Hislory of llinois, s675~x884, 483788; Putnam, 
Tournah of Political Economy, XVIL, 4x3. 
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VI. THE MORMONS IN ILLINOIS! 


‘The rise and early growth of Mormonism illustrated 
the religious fervor that was so prevalent in this country 
during the first halfof the nineteenth century, and which made 
possible the well-known phenomenon called by the present 
generation the “old-fashioned revival.” The founder and 
prophet of Mormonism, Joseph Smith, Jr.,* was born at 
Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont, December 23, 1805. 
‘Ten years later the family moved to a farm near Palmyra, 
N.Y, The life of the prophet for the next decade and more 
has furnished material for a flood of literature, which has 
failed to a great extent in establishing the truth or falsity 
of the story as told by Smith and his followers.* 

On April 6, 1830, the church was organized at Manchester, 
N.Y. Between this time and 1839-40, when they came to 
Tilinois, the Mormons made their home in Ohio and Mis- 
souri. In the latter state they met considerable opposition, 
which in the end resulted in internecine warfare. After 
the leading men had been incarcerated in a county jail, the 
church as an organization decided that the only hope for a 
continued existence along lines already laid down was in 
emigrating to another state. Accordingly, a movement 
set in toward Ilinois, in 1839, which resulted in the entire 
body crossing the river. A little later the prisoners broke 
jail and joined their brethren.* 

The people of Illinois received the fugitives with open 

* William Alexander Lin's Story of the Aformons ts without daubt the most authentic 
History of that pele Ta pia. Me. Linn apent several yar eolag over the Mor 

collection in the Lenox Library, New York City, and th hus spe with aes 


of the references in this study to that work have 
Bremer tice oe fh a Se ca 
‘The prophet was legally known as Joseph Smith, Jr., “pecan ae 
though the later form found a, {in some works on the subject. 
* There fs not space in this short sketch even to review or sumnmarize the controversy 
arlsing from Smith's claims, See Bibliography. 
“Linn, The Slory af the Mormons, 165-218. 
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arms,’ for the news had spread about that the state of Mis- 
souri was persecuting them on account of their religion. 
‘This explanation of the trouble was received by the people of 
the state without due investigation, with the result that a 
bitter feeling arose within her borders against the sister 
state to the west.? Tn expressions of sympathy, church and 
party lines among the people were broken down.* The very 
section of the state which later persecuted them so relent- 
lessly was now the first to extend a hearty welcome to the 
fleeing saints, For a time those parts where they settled 
were held in envy by less-favored sections but the Mormons 
and their new neighbors were as yet unacquainted with 
each other. 

Tf the church was to continue to prosper, the adherents 
must keep together and in touch with their leaders. To 
enable them to do this, a centrally located city was necessary. 
After sites both in Illinois and in Towa had been investi- 
gated, the town of Commerce in Hancock County was 
selected by Mormon agents as the future home of the 
prophet and his chosen people. Soon after its acquisition 
the name of the place was changed to Nauvoo.+ 

Because the administration of Missouri, which had failed 
to protect them from the outrages of their neighbors, and 
the national administration, which had refused to redress 
their wrongs, were gtr the Mormons felt con- 

AML waiters agree careful examination of newspapers of 
the time cv nt "Ss tee Ses Linn, Ths Serv fe oom eam 
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siderable aversion toward that party, and accordingly voted 
the Whig ticket in 1840. On account of their number and 
solidarity, both parties in Tlinois determined to win their 
support by favorable legislation. 

Dr. John C. Bennett, who had joined their ranks soon 
after their entry into Illinois, was instrumental in getting 
through the legislature, in 1840, a charter for the city of 
Nauvoo. Against its passage there was not a dissenting 
vote. Neither party wished to gain the ill-will of the 
prophet and his people by opposing it; both parties hoped 
to gain their support by favoring it. In the struggle soon to 
come the charter, together with the privileges granted to the 
Nauvoo Legion, furnished a contention upon which the 
opposition could unite. Among other privileges the charter 
granted the Municipal Court of Nauvoo the right to hear 
habeas corpus proceedings in all cases arising under the 
city ordinances." 


In February, 1841, Dr. Bennett was elected mayor of 
Nauvoo, Smith and Rigdon, high dignitaries in the church, 
being content with offices among the councilors.* In a 
short time the administrative machinery was busy and 
Nauvoo began a growth, which up to that time was unparal- 
leled in the West? From a small village of huts, the place 


* Lewa of Illinois, 1840-43, 5! 

Sylar arias ig ee memory when he made the statement that Smith 
‘was the first mayor of Nauvoo. See Ford, History of 1linsis, 205; likewise Davidson and 
Stuvé, History of Iilénols, 1673-1884, 496. School historles of Ilinois have usually followed 


of quoting euthority, when 
tino Wile’ National Regine, LIT. 12; Stenhouse, Rocky Mountain Saints, 154, 

* Unfortunately there ara no authoritative statitics of Nauvoo, On account of its 

sudden rise and fall, no government statistics could be taken. The See 


re adigh ge aa ape ay Bd Ce ey alae 
Tilinois. he Story of the Mormons, 227; Gethasd, Hiineis 
Tu iet: Fars i Diek ood We Morne, 7095 Stenkoase, Rocky Meuoloin Salads, 333; 
Publications of the Minot State Hiatericat Library, No, 11,945 Alton Telegraph, February 18, 
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was soon transformed into a city. Houses sprang up every- 
where, public buildings were begun on a magnificent scale, 
and the people had every reason to believe that they had 
reached the “land of milk and honey” promised to them by 
the prophet. 

Hardly had Smith become settled in his new home before 
he found himself in trouble. The authorities of Missouri 
were not yet through with him, Jn 1841, Governor Boggs 
of Missouri made a requisition upon Governor Carlin for 
the arrest of Smith as a fugitive but it seems that the war- 
rant could not be served at the time. Afterward Smith 
was arrested in accordance with the requisition but secured 
his discharge on habeas corpus proceedings before Judge 
Stephen A, Douglas." 

On May 6, 1842, an attempt was mace to assassinate 
Governor Boggs while sitting in his home at Independence. 
The wounded man was convinced that Joseph Smith was 
the instigator of the deed and proceeded to have him indicted 
as an accessory to the crime. A new requisition was made 
upon the governor of Illinois for the arrest and handing 
over of the accused. Pretending to possess power to 
release prisoners on a writ of habeas corpus, no matter what 
the crime, the Municipal Court of Nauvoo gave Smith his 
freedom.” The non-Mormon population stood amazed at 
the audacity of the Nauvoo authorities, for the whole matter 
presented the spectacle of a state within a state. 

Smith himself knew that his liberty and probably his 
life were in jeopardy, should he go outside of Nauvoo, and 
ass; State Register, May 15, 1840; Times and Seasons, January x, 1841; January 1, 1845; 
Garth Weed Sine of Ameren, Bes: Nie Néttosal Reiter LHI. sas: LXV. 


*Stenhouse, Rocky Mowntoln Soins, 138; Ford, léstory af Illinois, 206. 

Ths ct wan cleaty Mega, exceot for the fact thatthe dty coun! had passed an 
ordinance prohibiting wach arrests. In thie way any case was made to come illegally 
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so kept in hiding;' but to continue this way of living was 
manifestly impossible. Therefore he determined to have 
the matter settled before a tribunal whose authority would 
be unquestioned. He surrendered himself and was taken 
immediately before Judge Pope of the United States District 
Court, at Springfield, in December, 1842, on a writ of habeas 
corpus, The outcome of the trial was that the prisoner was 
discharged on the broad principle that he was not a “fugitive 
from justice.’* 

After the election of 1840, the “old citizens” of Hancock 
County realized that the voting strength of the Mormons 
was far greater than their own. On account of this the old 
party lines were pretty well broken down. In 1841 the 
first contest between the two factions took place, and the 
anti-Mormons were successful. The next year the Mor- 
mons succeeded in filling all the county offices with their 
own people or so-called jack-Mormons.* From this time 


on until the hegira in 1846, they kept control of county 
itics.* 

In spite of the fact that Ford had pledged himself to 
urge the repeal of the Nauvoo charter, and in other ways 
had shown his hostile attitude toward the prophet and his 
followers, he carried Hancock County by an overwhelming 
majority.® As soon as the results of the election became 


* Gove-nor Carlin even offered a reward of $200 for Smith's agrett (Sengamo Journal, 
September 30, 1842) 

+ Federat Cases, case number 12,968; Alton Telegraph, January 14, 1843, porteays the 
Isitas ta. pla wi Uke at a cece wes cores ay, ett sme ste 

was necessary to prevent a repetition of such an act. For further comments on 

tal ec Quincy Heruld, January 42, 1843; Allon Telegraph, January 28, 1843; ier 
Notional Register, LXAIL., 38. 

"State Register, February 14, 1845, 

‘Sangomo Journal, August 12, 1847. 

© Publications of the Tlkinois State Mlisiorical Library, No. 11, 96, 

“Font, 1,748; Duncan, 711 
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known, the Whig press denounced the whole affair as a 
conspiracy on the part of the Democratic party managers. 

Whatever opinions there may have been as to the legiti- 
macy of the Mormon influence in local politics, the fact 
remains that such influence existed and must be taken account 
of in subsequent elections. While the Whigs redoubled 
their energies in opposing the upstart sect,” the Democrats 
were inclined to remain silent, for they were not at all sure 
of their ground and feared that one of the causes of their 
success in the late election might be the means of defeating 
them two years hence. 

About this time an event occurred that augured badly 
for the Mormons, Despite the intimacy that had once 
existed between the prophet of the saints and the first mayor 
of Nauvoo, in 1842, they became estranged over the subject 
of spiritual-wifeism, which at this time was being discussed 
at Nauvoo. Bennett found the Whig press open to him for 
the purpose of exposing the practices of the leaders of the 
church, The whole affair has at this day the appearance 
of a mere political controversy, the Sangamo Journal taking 
one side and the State Register the other. Bennett traveled 
up and down the state making inflammatory speeches against 
his late benefactors. The affair attracted more attention 
than its importance warranted. Bennett’s profligate life 
and character ought, in a great measure, to have detracted 
from the influence his charges would otherwise have had. 
As it was, the minds of a great many were unusually recep- 
tive, and the scandalous accusations were believed in their 
entirety in many quarters. No doubt Bennett’s main pur- 
pose was to incite the governor of Missouri to make another 


"In his History of Tiinois, 414, Ford claims that this decision of Judge Pope, who was 
aoe ‘the Whigs to endeavor to regain the Mormon vote, If G, T. M. 
Davis’ in the Aton Telegraph of January 14, 1843, is 4 criterion of Whig fecling, 
‘Ford is evidently mistaken. 
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request for Smith's arrest on the old charge of being an 
accessory to the attempted assassination of Governor Boggs. 
While this charge seems never to have been revived, another 
one still older was brought forward. 

‘The decision of the federal court convinced the authori- 
ties of Missouri that Smith could never be secured by charging 
him with a crime committed in Missouri at a time when the 
accused was in another state. Accordingly they trumped 
up an old charge of treason, supposed to have been com- 
mitted five or six years before. An indictment was found 
against Smith, June 5, 1843. Almost at once a requisition 
was made upon Governor Ford for the arrest and delivery 
of the prophet to a special agent sent for the purpose of 
taking him to Missouri. The warrant was issued without 
delay and the prophet was arrested in Lee County, where 
he was visiting relatives, and turned over to the agent, 
Immediately Smith had the agent arrested for false imprison- 
ment, As the agent was unable to give bond, he was held 
by the Sheriff of Lee County as a prisoner. Thus we have 
the curious spectacle of Smith being in the custody of an 
officer, who in turn was in the custody of the sheriff. 

The parties in custody agreed to sue out writs of habeas 
corpus, returnable to the nearest competent tribunal in the 
district in which Quincy was situated, in order that the 
exact status of each might be determined. While on their 
way to Quincy they were met by a party of Mormons who 
escorted them to Nauvoo, where Smith was released on 
habeas corpus procecdings before his own court." 

An occurrence which had a tendency to inflame the 
Whigs still more against the Mormons grew out of this trial. 

* Pout, o& 10 his History of Minois, 315, Ford is evidently mistaken about the charge 
in the indictment of June 5, 1443. See Linn, The Story af the Mormons, 947. No doubt 
Linn's authority, Yas Timer and Seasons, is incorrect as to the exact time when the Mormons 


abate Simi ioe Sail at Eaton mee LXIY,, 320. 
matement ia corrected on p. 356 of the same volume. 





“THE MORMONS IN ILLINOIS lxxxe 


It so happened that a congressional campaign was on in the 
district in which Nauvoo was located. Both candidates, 
Cyrus Walker and Joseph P. Hoge, were in Nauvoo when 
Smith arrived. Walker acted as counsel for the prophet 
before the Municipal Court and after a long speech suc- 
ceeded in securing his release. Although both candidates 
had given favorable opinions on the court’s jurisdiction in 
the case, Mr. Walker, the Whig candidate, had every reason 
to expect the Mormon vote in the approaching election. 
In this expectation he was to be disappointed. A few days 
before the election, Hyrum Smith, the patriarch of the 
church, had a vision in which the Mormons were directed 
to cast their votes for the Democratic candidate, Mr. Hoge,* 
which they did with the exception of Joseph Smith and one or 
two others. 

Perceiving the futility of attempting to secure Smith 
by ordinary legal methods, the governor of Missouri re- 
quested Ford to call out the militia to assist in serving the 
warrant. Ford refused this request, but not without giving 
in full detail his reasons, which seemed to him quite sufficient 
for such refusal.” 

Among the early citizens of Nauvoo were several members 
of the Masonic fraternity.’ In March, 1842, a lodge began 
work at Nauvoo, under a dispensation issued in the previous 
October. Because of glaring irregularities, the Grand 
Lodge in October, 1843, ordered an investigation of the 


“Ford, History of Litinols, 319; Allon Telegraph, August 12, 1843. 
* Port,o8-101; the two leading Whig papers, the Alion Telegroph and Sangamo Journal, 
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‘Nauvoo lodge. Pursuant to the recommendations of the 
committee, which went in person to examine the lodge and 
its records, the dispensation was continued until the next 
mecting of the Grand Lodge. At this meeting a charter 
was refused the Nauvoo lodge and its dispensation was 
revoked. To be sure of compliance with the commands 
of the Grand Lodge a special messenger was sent to demand 
the surrender of the dispensation. The demand was treated 
with contempt and the messenger was informed that the 
Nauvoo lodge had determined to continue, notwithstand- 
ing the edict of the governing body. The only step left 
for the Grand Lodge was to declare all Masons working in 
the local lodge clandestine and to publish the fact to the 
brethren everywhere." In the membership of the Nauvoo 
lodge we find the names of Hyrum Smith and Heber C. 
Kimball, two choice spirits among the saints. In his con- 
fession entitled The Mormon Menace, John Doyle Lee 
says that both the Smiths occupied high places in the lodge. 
Whether or not this breaking away from constituted author- 
ity was one of the fundamental causes of the bad blood in 
western Illinois is a matter of conjecture. Perhaps it ac- 
eentuated the difficulty and widened the gulf between the 
Mormon population and the “‘old citizens.” 

Late in the year 1843, Joseph Smith addressed letters 
to Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun, who were spoken of as 
prospective presidential candidates. The prophet asked 
each of them to state what attitude he would take toward 
the Mormons in case he were elected president. The 
answers were evasive and not at all satisfactory to the 
prophet.’ In its issue of February 15, 1844, the Times and 

* Proceadines of the Grond Lodge of Ilinots, :84o-s0 (reprint x80), 8-280. 
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Seasons discusses the various candidates for the presidency 
and sums up the article by finding all of them deficient from 
a Mormon standpoint. By no means was it considered 
that an acceptable candidate was lacking. There was one 
and he was no other than the irrepressible Joseph Smith, 
“Under these circumstances the question again arises, 
who [sic] shall we support? General Joseph Smith.” 
Thus was the favorite son of Hancock County brought to 
the attention of the voters of the United States. Beginning 
with the next issue, March 1, 1844, the name of the prophet- 
general, as a candidate for the presidency, graced the most 
prominent place in the paper and was not withdrawn 
until after his untimely death in the following June. 

To make everything regular a state convention was called 
to meet at Nauvoo, May 19, for the declared purpose of 
furthering the Mormon cause in the approaching election. 
Delegates were selected to go to the “ Baltimore Convention,” 
where they should make overtures for their candidate.* 
As a running-mate for the prophet, General James A. 
Bennett was chosen; but for some reason, never explained 
in the Mormon papers as far as I have been able to find, 
Bennett’s name was dropped and that of Sidney Rigdon 
substituted in its place. Smith’s earnestness in his candi- 
dacy is a matter of conjecture. His most intimate followers 
have said that he was honest in his intentions, and many of 
the Mormons sincerely believed that he would have been the 
next president of the United States, had he lived a year 
longer. On the other hand, his enemies claimed that he 
was only seeking after cheap notoricty.? 
ee genee nc eh Mas eg Do whic pty oven ri ede to i made 

* Times ond Seasons, June t, 1844. No less an authority than Niles’ National Register, 
LXY.., 355, has confounded this Genera) Beanett with General John C. Bennett, first mayor 
‘of Nauvoo and major-sencral ofthe Nauvoo Legion. 

* For difierent opinions of Smith's candidacy see Publications af the [Winois Svate His 
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‘The fear that the Mormon vote would decide the clec- 
tions of 1844 caused the anti-Mormon population of Han- 
cock and adjoining counties to lay aside their political 
differences and unite against the common enemy. The 
feeling was further intensified by the belief that the Mormon 
vote at Nauvoo would be out of all proportion to the voting 
population. Even with an honest return, the Mormons 
could fill all the offices in Hancock County, with hundreds 
of votes to spare, and they asked for an alliance with neither 
Whigs nor Democrats. On account of the Mormons’ politi- 
cal strength, the citizens in and around Carthage and Warsaw 
desired to do something drastic and to do it at once. To 
be able to carry out their designs, the Whigs and Democrats 
forgot their old animosities and in an informal way took on 
the already well-known name “old citizen,”” Thus matters 
stood politically when the storm broke. 

Just when the doctrine of spiritual-wifeism originated, 
or who was responsible for it, or whether it was a hoax, 
need not concern us here.’ ‘The results were the same, 
for the people believed that such a practice was carried on 
among the saints, despite the prophet’s statements to the 
contrary,’ and the bare belicf was enough to change the 
character of the conflict. Minor causes were climinated 
after the opinion became prevalent that the marriage vows 
were being broken under the cloak of religious tolerance. 
From that time on the struggle takes on the character of a 


Jorical Library, No. 15, 08: Sh aes 58-59) Perch Utah ond the Mormon, 
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religious war.' Not all the opposition was from the outside, 
for some of the Mormons in high places believed or pro- 
fessed to believe that the new doctrine was decidedly wrong.* 
Whether they were actuated by the desire to prevent the 
introduction of such a practice, or to dethrone the prophet- 
king, will never be known, but it was this opposition that 
brought about the most dramatic incident in the history of 
Mormonism, the incident that has served to strengthen 
and magnify the very thing the perpetrators of the crime had 
hoped to blot out, the fanatical reverence of the saints for 
the prophet. 

Among the followers of Smith was William Law, a 
Canadian by birth, who occupied a high place in the councils 
of the church. Claiming that the prophet had attempted 
to persuade Mrs. Law to accept the practice of spiritual- 
wifeism, Law set about to expose the evils of the system. As 
soon as his intentions became known, he found himself 
at the head of a dissenting party, formidable for its influence 
and wealth, rather than on account of its numbers.?~ Tn 
order to combat successfully the official organs of the church, 
a printing plant was procured and a paper was established 
at Nauvoo. True to its declared purpose, it was called the 
Expositor.* ts first and only issue presented a bold front 
by unveiling the actions of the prophet and exposing his 
pretensions in no uncertain terms. Every word breathes 
defiance, and its general tone convinces one that discretion 
was thrown to the wind.* 

*Stenbouse, Rocky Mountain Solnts, 218; Fertis, Uish and thy Mormons, 133; Warrow 
Sigal, March 24, 2344. 

*Pertix, Ulah ond the Mormons, 113. 

‘Lee, The Mormon Menace, 85; Greeg, The Prophet of Palmyra, 230. 
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The day after the issue of the Expositor the city council 
of Nauvoo met in extraordinary session to consider the proper 
procedure to take in the matter. Nothing was done that 
day, Saturday, and the council adjourned until the follow- 
ing Monday, when, after deliberating the entire day, it was 
finally agreed that the paper was a nuisance and ought to 
to be abated. Clothed with authority from the city council, 
Joseph Smith, as mayor, had the office broken into and the 
plant destroyed within two hours after the decision had been 
reached. 

Smarting for revenge, Law and his friends hastened to 
Carthage and swore out warrants for the arrest of the mayor 
and councilors of Nauvoo. The serving of the warrants 
was quite another question, for, according to certain ordi- 
nances of the city of Nauvoo,’ service could not be secured 
without the consent of the mayor, who at that time was one 
of the accused. When the warrants were presented they 
were set aside by a writ of habeas corpus issued by the Nauvoo 
Municipal Court, which resulted in the discharge of the 
accused June 17, 1844. 

Goaded to desperation, the prophet issued his defense 
of the destruction of the Expositor through one of the Mor- 
mon organs. Not content with stating the bare facts as he 
saw them, he flared up in a bitter denunciation of his enemies 
both within and without the city. The document impresses 


Newyoo” and affidavits by Mr, and Mrs, William Law and others to the effect that Hyrum 


‘Smith, who was a candidate for the legislature at that 
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one as being the product of religious fanaticism rather than 
of good judgment and sound reasoning." 

‘The anti-Mormons immediately began preparation for 
the struggle that appeared inevitable. Public indignation 
meetings were held and troops raised in the adjoining 
localities. It was the opinion of a mecting held at Warsaw 
that the Mormons in the outlying districts ought to be driven 
into Nauvoo, that the destroyers of the Expositor should 
be demanded, that a refusal to hand over the guilty parties 
should be followed by a war of extermination.* 

On June 17 a committee from Carthage urged upon 
Governor Ford the necessity of calling out the militia.* 
Believing that the urgency of the occasion demanded his 


"In the Weighbor of June rg, 1844, Smith says: “Our city is infested with a set of 
‘and debainchees, and that the: of this 


our conduct fm this affair, we appeal to every high court In the 
time that His Excellency, Governor 


+ Ford, History of Heels, 332. 
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With this promise secured, Ford decided to send word to 
the prophet that no violence would be shown him and his 
associates if they would surrender themselves to the protec- 
tion of the law. Accordingly a constable accompanied by 
ten militiamen delivered the message to Smith at Nauvoo. 
Tn reply the mayor and councilors promised to accompany 
the officer to Carthage the next morning, June 23, at eight 
o'clock, When the accused failed to appear at the time 
agreed upon, the constable and his escort returned immedi- 
ately to Carthage, without even attempting to serve the 
warrants or to discover why the promise had been broken." 

‘The prophet had no doubt made the promise in order 
to gain time for more mature deliberations. During the 
night of the twenty-second, in company with several of the 
Mormon leaders, he attempted to flee, but was persuaded 
to return by the protestations of friends and relatives, who 
considered flight inconsistent with his position as the prophet 
of the Lord.* 

Smith’s failure to surrender as he had promised was con- 
sidered to be a declaration of war, and both sides prepared 
for the conflict. Certain sections of the act incorporating 
the city of Nauvoo authorized the organization of the citizens 
of Hancock County into military companies, which were to 
be known collectively as the Nauvoo Legion.* While this 
body of citizen-soldiers was a part of the state militia and 
under the ultimate command of the governor, it possessed 
powers and privileges quite unique.* At the time of its 
organization it had received its share of the state arms, 
amounting to about aso stands of small arms and three pieces 

"Por, History of Minis, 335, 

“Linn, The Story of the Mormons, 299, 

* Laws of Minois, 2840-48, 37. 
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of cannon. Although this amount was greatly exaggerated 
by the anti-Mormons,’ subsequent events prove that their 
fear of the Mormons as a military body was well founded, 
for the amount of arms received from the state was insig- 
nificant compared with their real armament. The Legion 
was strong not only in numbers* and equipment, but in 
discipline* and in the blind fanaticism that drove them to 
follow their leaders without considering the consequences.* 
Opposed to the Legion were at least fifteen hundred well- 
armed and determined men gathered at Carthage, besides 
hundreds of others in the immediate neighborhood; and 
they were not lacking in zeal, for they firmly believed that 
they were about to perform the most sacred duty in the 
world, the protection of the integrity of the home. Con- 
sidered from any standpoint the situation was critical, and 
the temporary outcome was uncertain, depending entirely 
upon the conservatism of the leaders on either side. 

The only courses left to Smith, after abandoning the 
attempted flight, were to surrender or to fight. Fortunately 
for all concerned, he took the former though he believed 
that it would lead to his death, and on June 23, the prophet 
preached his last sermon to the saints, preparatory to start- 
ing for Carthage on the morrow.* 

In the meantime, Governor Ford was assembling a force, 
oe ry canon, vs ree nuber ol erskln agree piste snd cular 


National Register, LXI., 543. 
"Phe exact strength of the Logion is a matte of speculation. Ferris, Uish ond the 


z spulous count 
follows: Hancock, 3.598; Cook, 5,540; Madison, 5.822; St. Clair, 3.3¥3: Sangamon, 3,409; 
Jo Davies, 4.614 (State Register, May 15, 1845). 

"in appintment and cline the Nauvoo Laon equaled aporsimately the regular 
army of the United States (Ferris, Uteh and the Mormons, 10; Niles’ National Register, 
‘LXV, 220). 

* Niles’ National Register, LXV., 354: 
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County as a guard has been censured a great deal and not 
without reason, His explanations are weak and unsatis- 
factory. Among all his administrative acts, this one stands 
out as a serious blunder. If he had any right whatever to 
detail a guard from the state militia, he had the privilege 
to select men whom he knew to be less bitter toward the 
Smiths than the Carthage Grays. The occasion for which 
the rabid anti-Mormons had long sought was not likely 
to be neglected. To the minds of many the destruction 
of the prophet and the patriarch would bring about a rapid 
disintegration of the church, Men not in the confidence of 
the governor predicted that the Smiths would never leave 
the jail alive." Ford’s well-known attitude toward the 
enforcement of the law shut him off from such rumors, 
with the result that he was entirely ignorant of any plot that 
might have existed to put the prisoners to death. If the 
killing was carefully planned beforehand, as many think 
it was, then the governor's excuse that he knew of no such 
plan is valid, for the plotters would have left nothing undone 
to convince the governor that the prisoners were safe from 
violence. 

At Ford’s suggestion, the prisoners were allowed the 
liberty of a large assembly hall in the jail. Here they received 
their friends without any restraint whatever. No care was 
taken to prevent the smuggling in of tools and weapons. 
When the catastrophe finally came, two visitors were present, 
John Taylor and William Richards, The four Mormons 
made what resistance they could when the jail was attacked 
by the mob about six o'clock on the evening of June 27, 
1844. ‘Taylor was badly wounded, Hyrum Smith was 
killed in the room, while the prophet leaped from the window 


“Letter by George T. M. Davis, written 4 va. June 26 (Alon Pelngnaph, July 6, 
). 
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only to meet his death a moment later." It has been charged 
that the guards were in the plot, but pretended to make an 
honest stand by haying their guns loaded with powder only. 
The truth of the story lies buried with those who took part 
in it. 

When the non-Mormon population heard of the crime, 
consternation reigned. Immediate retaliation on the part 
of the Mormons was expected. Women and children were 
sent without delay to places of safety, while the men prepared 
for the worst.” To make the situation still more critical, 
the militia had been disbanded and sent home. Realizing 
that he had the confidence of neither party,’ the governor 
went to Quincy, from which place he directed affairs through 
agents.* 

‘The reason why the Mormons did not strike the defense- 
Jess anti-Mormon territory is explained in part by a letter 
sent to Mrs. Emma Smith, widow of the prophet, and Major 


General Dunham, by William Richards, John Taylor, and 
Samuel H, Smith, in which the Mormons are advised to 
remain within the city in order to repel an expected attack 
from Missouri.* 

‘The day after the murder the bodies were conveyed to 
Nauvoo, arriving there about three o’clock in the afternoon. 
The entire Mormon population met the funeral cortége 


“Allow tion k August 5, 18445 Wie’ Notional Register, LXVL, 329-30; Somgomo 
Tournah, October 1%, 2844. 

* A copy of the letter may be found in Ferris, Utah and the Mormons, 126-27; Times 
ond Seasons, July , 18443} Lina, The Story of the Mormons (abridged), 314. 
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outside the city and conducted it to the Nauvoo Mansion, 
where addresses were made by prominent Mormons. The 
place of burial has long been in dispute. The Smith family 
seemed to have feared robbery and to have buried the bodies 
ina secret place, the exact position of which is unknown even 
to this day." If the Mormons thought that the prophet’s 
blood had brought them peace, they were mistaken. The 
anti-Mormons would be content only with the expulsion of 
the sect whom they considered dangerous to their well- 
being. Under the guise of a wolf hunt an assembly of 
huntsmen, made up in part of rabid anti-Mormons, was 
contemplated. Invitations to the various military organiza- 
tions in Hancock and the adjoining counties, and to anti- 
Mormons in Missouri were sent out.* The over-zealousness 
of the anti-Mormon press made Governor Ford suspicious 
of the whole affair. Wishing, if possible, to prevent open 
hostilities, the governor raised five hundred volunteers, with 
which force he marched into the troubled territory, arriving 
October 25, 1844. Fearing the result of open defiance to 
the state authorities, those who had gathered dispersed, 
and the ringleaders fled into Missouri. As far as the Mor- 
mons were concerned the incident was closed.* 

Little occurred during the winter of 1844-45 to cause 
the governor any trouble. Isolated acts of violence were 
committed now and then, but open hostility was avoided 
by both sides. After considerable delay, and not without 
scenes of disorder, the suspected murderers of the Smiths 
were brought to trial and discharged.* 


*Stenhouse, Rocky Moundain Saints, 174~75; Linn, The Story of the Mormons, 307; 
Publications of the IUinois State Historical Library, No. t1, 04: Lee, The Mormon Menace, 107. 


* Niles’ Nalionat Register, LXVIL., 68, 
* Sangamo Journal, October 24, 1845; Gerhard, [iinois as Zt fs, 116-17 
“The men charged with the crime were: Levi Williams, T. C. M, Aldrich, 
Jacob €, Davie, W. N. Grover, John Allyer, William Davis, John Willis, and William 
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On September 9, 1845, 2 body of men fired into a school 
house, in which an anti-Mormon meeting was being held. 
Although the windows and doors were completely riddled 
with bullets, no one was injured.* Suspicion pointed to 
the Mormons and scenes of violence followed,’ in which 
many of the Mormons living in outlying districts suffered. 
Many of the anti-Mormons felt that they had good cause 
for retaliation. Despite the advice of their non-Mormon 
friends, the Mormons had voted in a special election held 
in Hancock County in August, 1845. They succeeded in 
electing a “jack-Mormon” by a large majority,? part of 
which their enemies claimed was illegal. The newly elected 
official was Sheriff J. B. Backenstos, who was very obnoxious 
to the people of Carthage and Warsaw, and had been noti- 
fied by the Carthage Grays several months before to leave 
the county.* 

As soon as the trouble broke out, the sheriff began issu- 
ing proclamations to the people of Hancock County, in 
which he demanded submission to the law.s Although little 
attention was paid to these proclamations, the sheriff soon 
had the matter temporarily in hand to such an extent that 
he was able to secure outward obedience to his demands, 
During this time Governor Ford was not idle. On Septem- 

Sry of thereat ud rl of thom men may be fund tn Alive Teleareph 


‘December 12, 2844, February 22, May 31, June 14, July 
r, November 1, 1844 January 10, 1845; Niles’ Natonot Regist 


* Alton Telegraph, September 30, 2845; Pb peewee tee rape ales 
Niles? National Repister, LXTX., ¢2. It was the general opinion outside the immediste 
‘Hancock County that the deed was committed by anti-Mormons for the 

purpose of rousing thove inclined to be neutral. 

* Sangame Journal, September a5, 6845. 

*Results of election: Backenstos, 2,334: John Scott. 750; scattering, tr (Alon 
Telegraph, August 25, 84s; Stale Register, August 29, 2845). 

‘Niles’ Notional Register, LXVTIL,, x8. 

* Rackenstos mado it clear in the proclamations that none of the citizens of Nauvoo 


should be called out unless absolutely necesary (State Register, September 19, 26, 1845; 
Miswewi Reporter, September 20, ra 
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ber 20, 1845, he called upon the militia of Sangamon, Menard, 
Cass, Scott, Pike, Morgan, and Greene counties for 500 
volunteers. At the same time General Hardin and several 
colonels were ordered to raise troops.' Five days later 
General Hardin left Jacksonville with a small force, reach- 
ing Carthage on the twenty-seventh,* 

Before the arrival of the militia a committee of leading 
Mormons had made a proposition to “Colonel Levi Williams 
and the mob party” to stop all acts of violence on both 
sides.2 As no one would acknowledge being in a mob, 
nothing came of it. A little later, on September 22, terms 
of sale of Mormon property were set forth in a lengthy 
document signed by Brigham Young and W. Richards.* 

Instead of meeting the Mormon advances in a conciliatory 
manner, the anti-Mormons manifested the opposite spirit. 
Nothing short of a complete expulsion would be satisfactory. 
‘The same feeling was spreading to the surrounding counties. 
On September 22 a mass meeting was held at Quincy, with 
the result that'a committee visited Nauvoo the next day with 
the request that the Mormons abandon their objectionable 
practices or leave the state.’ On the next day a public 
meeting was held in McDonough County, at which six 
anti-Mormon resolutions were passed.* The culmination of 
the agitation was reached in a great meeting at Carthage, 
October 1, 1845. Eight or nine counties, not including 
Hancock, were represented.’ The spirit of the meeting 

* State Register, September 26, 184s. 

* Alton Telegraph, October 4, 1845; Stale Register, October 3, 1845 

"Stale Register, September 26, 1845. 

“Tid, October 3, 1845- 

"Alten Telegraph, October 4, 2845. 

tid. 

* Counties represent 


Adama, Pike, Schuy! 
ures Raet lon Penh vie 3810 Linn The Story of the Mormons, 
including Hancock County, Ford makes the same statement 
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was “that the Mcrmons must and shall leave Hancock 
County and the State of Tlinois.”"* 

The coming of the militia into Hancock County was 
announced by a proclamation, issued September 27, by 
General Hardin, who made it clear that the force at his 
command was there for the purpose of enforcing the law, 
and not to aid either party in breaking it. To bring about a 
compromise satisfactory to all concerned, Governor Ford 
appointed a committee of prominent men to wait on the 
Mormons and ascertain their intentions regarding the 
demands of their enemies. On October 1 the Mormons 
stated certain conditions under which they would depart 
from the state in peace.’ The next day the committee 
announced the results of their negotiations, and the anti- 
Mormons were urged to accept in good faith the conditions 
proposed by the saints.* 

During the winter of 1845-46, a small detachment under 
Major Warren patrolled the troubled region. Thanks to 
his firmness and vigilance, crimes were almost eliminated 
and the supremacy of the law was once more recognized 
in western Mlinois.* 


* Allon Telegraph, October 18, 1845. 
“Committes: John J. Hardin, Stephen A. Douglas, W. B. Ap setoneane 
a ae by the Mormons: 


“i (7) They sald that they were in earnest and that if these statements would not 
the anti-Mormons, a aoe eel ie aire Gat onal Nee RL “We will 
eave tber,"=Sate Rehr, Octobe 10, 1845, 
rsa aere baie ies acbalel ts gadentand that while they were willing to sell 
theie property at a low figure, ie ea cct matics He, 
* Major Warren facilitated the jus by declaring that if there was any 
sera mt wn aa Mame ‘Thus he gave the 
jauveo the opportunity to concentrate their efforts on their preparation for 
BSc one May 23, 1846; Niles’ National Register, LXEX., 4:6). 
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Would the Mormons migrate as they had promised ? 
Citizens of Brown and Henderson counties professed to 
believe that they would not, and this belief took form in a. 
mass meeting held in the spring of 1846. The majority of 
the people preferred to await developments, for some of the 
Mormons had already gone. In November, 1845, a procla- 
mation concerning the migration had been published by 
the Mormon leaders, and in the following January a definite 
date for their departure was set.’ Every effort was made to 
trade farms and houses for animals and wagons. The 
whole city of Nauvoo was one great workshop, in which 
factional strife was forgotten for the time being. 

In February, 1846, the emigration westward began.* 
Not even the ice and snow deterred these people, whose whole 
desire seemed to have been to escape their persecutors. 
Even the hearts of the anti-Mormons in Hancock County 
were touched, when they saw the advance guard of the 
saints shivering in the snow.* The advance party, composed 
of about two thousand persons, comprising the leaders and 
the strongest men in the church, was under the command 
of Brigham Young.* As spring advanced the migration 
increased in volume until the ferries found their capacities 
quite inadequate to take all across as quickly as they wished. 

Even this activity did not satisfy some of the anti-Mor- 
mons. They still professed to believe that many of the 
despised sect intended to remain in the state. Accordingly, 
a meeting was held at Carthage, June 6, 1846, in which it 

* Alton Telareph, May 2, 1846. 


*Stenhouse, Rocky Mowsiain Savts, 221-29. 
2The migration began before the time set. ‘Two reasons have heen assigned for this: 


main 

‘cexcape arreat ou indictments for counterfeiting (Si Journal, Deeeeag tase 
4 Alton Telegraph, March x4, 2846. 
* Publications of the Iitinois State Historical Library, No. 11, 04. 
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was charged that Mormon depredations were still being 
carried on. To prevent this the citizens were advised to 
equip themselves for action. From this time on the anti- 
Mormon agitation took a form disgraceful to all connected 
with it. If ever a people were broken, the Mormons remain- 
ing in Illinois were. Only the poor and the weak had been 
left behind; the strong men of the church had crossed the 
river never to return. If there ever was a time for a vic- 
torious faction to be magnanimous, it was in 1846, in Han- 
cock County." 

By this time another element had come into the old 
Mormon settlement. When it became generally known that 
the saints really intended to leave Nauvoo, crowds of home 
seekers and prospectors gathered there. Deals were made 
in great numbers until the “new citizens’ became quite 
numerous, Possessing little of the rancor felt by the 
remaining non-Mormon population, their attitude toward 
the Mormons was often sympathetic. 

The Mexican War had called to the front the men who 
had so fearlessly enforced the laws in Hancock County dur- 
ing the winter of 1845-46, and in the fall of the latter year 
hostile movements were made against Nauvoo. On Sep- 
tember 12, Colonel Brockman, who was in command of the 
anti-Mormon forces, demanded the surrender of the city. 
‘This demand was refused, and a general engagement ensued, 
in which several persons were killed and wounded. Peace 
was finally brought about by a committee from Quincy, on 
condition that the Mormons should deliver up their arms 
and leave the state without delay.” 


"Conditions agreed to: (1) “The Mormons to surrender, the city to be entered 
the army on the rpth instant at 3 o’dock pa” (2) “The arms of the Mormons to 
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In response to an appeal from the “new citizens’? who 
feared that the wrath of the anti-Mormons would be turned 
against them, the governor led a force of militia into Nauvoo 
with the result that all serious trouble had ceased at the 
expiration of his term of office, and to his successor was left 
the pleasant duty of recalling this force and proclaiming that 
Mormon hostilities in Illinois had ceased forever.* 


Vi. THE MEXICAN WAR 


The different phases of the controversy between the 
United States and Mexico were well known to the people 
of Illinois, for the papers of the state were diligent in copying 
news from their exchanges in the East, and more than one 
Tllinoisan had found his way into the disputed territory and 
afterward returned to proclaim the justice of the Texan 
claim. The local political organizations, both Democratic 
and Whig, followed national affairs closely in order to 
interpret as quickly as possible the popular trend of the 
Mexican controversy. In the state campaign of 1846 the 
Whigs were charged with being opposed to the war with 
Mexico, but the press of that party denied the accusation 
as bravely as it could in the face of the declared policy of the 
national leaders of that party. In answering its opponents 
on this charge, the Sangamo Journal said: “The Whigs 
of the nation, in Congress and elsewhere, as a body, have 
united in the support of the war with all their power and 
influence.”* Even if the Whigs had opposed the war, 
the only thing left for the party was to accept defeat as 
daierod to the Quincy committee, to be eturned oa tir aming he ee." (5) “The 
Antis pledged protection to person and property.” (4) “The Mormon populatlon to 
leave the state, or disperse immediately." —WViles” National Register, LXXL., 99. 

* Post, 133-33. 

“Issue of July 2, 1846, 
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gracefully as possible, for the conflict had begun. In re- 
sponse to President Polk’s call for troops, Governor Ford 
issued a proclamation, May 25, 1846, calling for thirty 
companies of volunteers, the maximum strength of each 
company to be eighty men. Commanders of regiments and 
odd battalions in each county were to assemble the militia, 
and where such officers did not exist, their duty was to be 
performed by the sheriff.* 

On account of the disorganization of the militia through- 
out the state, there was some delay in answering the call of 
the governor, who was unjustly blamed for the situation.” 
In some of the counties the sheriffs failed to call together the 
citizen-soldiers, in which case it devolved upon the public- 
spirited men of the community to see that their county was 
represented when the troops were mobilized.* Whatever 
delay there was had no effect on the outcome of the struggle, 
for the state and nation were not adequately prepared to 
take care of the men when they did answer the call for 
volunteers. Enthusiasm ran high. The weekly papers 
devoted considerable space to publishing extracts from the 
army regulations and, in order to impress upon the people 
the importance of enlisting, reference was frequently made in 
their columns to the charge, made in Washington, that 
Tlinois could not fill her quota.< 

From all parts of the state came a hearty response. Men 
in all walks of life enlisted as privates. Within ten days 
the thirty companies called for had organized and reported. 
“By the time the place of rendezvous had been selected 
(Alton), there had been seventy-five companies recruited— 

* Adjutant General's Reports, 1X., xxvi.g Alton Telegraph, May 30, 1846. 

"Mid, June 6, 1846, 


“Among these counties we know of Wayne, St. Clair, Madison, Shelby, Washington, 
McLean (Sangumo Journal, June 4, 5846), 


*Hbid., June 18, 1846. 
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each furious to go.”"' Congressman E. D, Baker persuaded 
the secretary of war to accept another regiment from Illinois, 
In this way an outlet was furnished for the warlike spirit 
of the people. The four regiments bore the numbers from 
one to four, and were commanded by John J. Hardin, 
William H. Bissell, Ferris Foreman, and E. D, Baker 
respectively. The first three were mustered into the United 
States service July 2, 1846, and the fourth, sixteen days 
later. 

The zeal of the people to enlist and the burning desire 
of the officers to command caused the governor no little 
trouble, It was impossible to prevent mistakes and mis- 
understandings. One of the first disputes to claim the 
governor’s attention broke out between Colonels Baker 
and Hardin. Each of these officers, backed by the company 
and staff officers of his regiment, claimed superiority in 
rank among the colonels from Illinois. Ford considered 
the matter to be delicate and had it submitted to ten cap- 
tains, who reported that they had no jurisdiction in the 
dispute.2 The governor then saw that he must assume 
responsibility, if the lamentable affair was to be brought 
to a close. Accordingly it was decided to leave the matter 
toa board of umpires. Hardin selected Judge G. P. Koerner 
while Baker’s selection was Captain Wall, quartermaster 
in the United States army. These two selected Governor 
Ford as the third member. Both Captain Wall and Judge 
Koerner considered Hardin’s claim better than Baker’s, 
and rendered decision in favor of the former, in spite of 
the fact that the officers of Baker's regiment had signed a 


' Adjuton- General's Reporis, X., xxvi. 
* Davidson and Stuvé, History of Winois, 1675-1884, 526, make the statement that 
wought Is a verdict in favor of Colonel Hardia, quoting as authority the 
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statement in which they declared that they would not acknowl- 
edge the superiority of Colonel Hardin." Fortunately for 
Ford, he was not compelled to register his opinion because 
it had been agreed by the principals in the dispute that any 
two could make the decision binding. 

Tn connection with the organization and equipment of 
the volunteers, the governor was necessarily called away 
from his office at Springfield. ‘To facilitate the acceptance 
of companies, he made arrangements with his private 
secretary to acknowledge the offer of troops. While travel- 
ing about the state, Ford accepted several companies without 
being able to consult his secretary, In this way more than 
thirty companies were legally accepted before the mistake 
was discovered and there was nothing to do but to reject 
the companies that had been accepted last. 

‘The counties from which four such rejected companies 
were recruited resented the governor’s action with bitter 
denunciation. Captain Aiken of Benton wrote a letter for 
the press in which he denounced the governor in no uncer- 
tain language.* Captain Archer's company from Clark 
County marched to Alton only to be rejected. The captain 
retaliated by charging that Ford had swindled his organiza- 
tion out of service.* When the news of the rejection of 
Archer’s company reached Marshall, a public indignation 
meeting was held at which Governor Ford was denounced 
in the harshest terms. A company from Vermilion and 
‘one from Morgan County had to be rejected as well. The 
Morgan Journal charged Ford with selecting only those 
companies whose votes he could influence in the selection of 


* St. Lowis Republican, July 18, 1845. 

* Afken’s letter is dated! June yo, and may be found in State Resfster, July x0. 1846. 
*Sangamo Journsl, July 9, 2846. 

* State Register, July x7, th46 
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officers,* while the Danville Patriot was at a loss for words to 
express its contempt for the governor.” 

‘These incidents had no effect on the war. They merely 
portray the state and her people, and show the perplexing 
problems that the governor was called upon to solve, but 
not without expasing himself to severe criticism. 

Tn due time the regiments departed for the front, where 
the real test of bravery and patriotism could be made. The 
First and Second regiments were transported separately 
down the Mississippi and across the Gulf. About August 1, 
1846, they were reunited at Camp Erwin. After marching 
hundreds of miles they found themselves under the command 
of General Taylor. On February 22-23, 1847, they partici- 
pated with distinction in the battle of Buena Vista. The 
joy of their success was marred, however, by the loss of 
Colonel Hardin, who fell on the last day of the fight. Neither 
regiment took part in any other important engagement, 
and both were mustered out June 17, 1847, at Camargo, 
Mexico.* 

The Third and Fourth regiments were likewise brigaded 
together. They took part in the attack on Vera Cruz, 
March rr, 1847, On April 18, the two regiments fought 
with distinction in the Battle of Cerro Gordo, for which they 
were highly praised by Generals Scott and Twiggs. Shortly 
afterward the troops were transported to New Orleans, 
where they were mustered out of service May 25, 1847.* 

On April 19, 1847, the secretary of war made a requisi- 
tion for six thousand more volunteers with which to fill 
the places of those whose terms were about to expire. But 
one regiment was assigned to Illinois. It is technically 


*Songamo Journal, June 25, 1646. 

* Bids, July 9, 1846. 

* Adjutont-General's Report, 1X., axvii 
“Ibid, exvili-xex, 
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known as the First Regiment for the War, but is usually 
called the Fifth Regiment.* This regiment was organized 
June 8, 1847, with E, W. B. Newby as colonel. Four days 
later it left for Fort Leavenworth, from which place it marched 
to El Paso in the fall of 1847. After an uneventful service 
of more than a year, it was mustered out at Alton, October 
14, 1848." 

The response to the call for this regiment was so great 
that influential men of the state prevailed upon the War 
Department to allow Illinois still another regiment. The 
request was granted, and the Second Regiment for the War 
was the result. It was organized at Alton, August 3, 1847, 
with J. Collins as colonel. The regiment was divided, 
part going to Vera Cruz, the remaining to Tampico. None 
of the companies were engaged in actual warfare and they 
were mustered out of the service of the United States at 
Alton, July 20-25, 1848. 


Besides the six infantry regiments heretofore mentioned, 
the state furnished four independent companies of cavalry 
for the yolunteer service, and three companies of infantry 
for the regular army.‘ 


VII. AN ESTIMATE OF GOVERNOR FORD AND HIS 
HISTORY OF ILLINOIS 
During Ford’s administration as governor of Illinois 
there was a marked improvement in the social and economic 
condition of the people, accompanied by a partial restora- 
“Note error in Davidson and Stuvé, History of ilinois, 1675-1884, set, a Ut they 
had examined the newspapers more carefully, the authors would have found that some of 
the papers, at Jeast, discovered their own mistakes and made suitable corrections. See 
Stale Register, July 8, 18475 June 9, 1848. 
*Adjutont-General's Regoris, 1X., xxx. 


"ih, wai 
“hid, xexiina cxiv. 
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tion of the state's credit.‘ The dissolution of the relation 
between the banks and the state extinguished an apparent 
liability of more than three million dollars,* besides taking 
away from these institutions a support detrimental to the 
best interests of the people. The new canal arrangement 
provided for five millions more. The domestic debt was 
reduced to a nominal sum, with bright prospects of its 
speedy elimination, and auditor’s warrants were at par.* 
Despite these demands upon the people, a part of the interest 
charges on the great debt was being met, with every indica- 
tion of a constant increase as property values rose.* The 
circulating medium became adequate, as specie and bills 
of solvent banks without the state found their way in through 
the channels of trade, or were brought in by the steady flow 
of immigrants from the older states and Europe.* Better 
than all these signs of material prosperity was the fact that 
the state in her darkest hour refused to repudiate her debts 
and so maintained her honor unimpaired. 

As chief executive Ford exercised considerable influence 
over the people of the state, an influence known now to 
have been far greater than was thought at the time. His 
policies were far-reaching and demanded a longer time for 
their consummation than his critics would allow. His 
premature death prevented his seeing the beneficial results 
of a public financial system, embracing revenues adequate 
not only for paying ordinary running expenses of the state 

* For a discusslon of the state's credit ave ante, xxxvill-xi. 

* Strictly speaking this was not a ability, for the state held an equal amount of bank 
stock, the market value of which was greater than the state bonds in question (ante, rlvi.). 


* Ie 1549 the domestic debt was $313,000, and auditor’s warrants were as low as 50 
(see port, 45). In 1846 this debt had been reduced to $31,000 with several thousand 
dollars in the treasury 


* The total value of property in 2843 was $72,426,809; in 1847, $2,206,495.96 (Auditor's 
‘December #, 1850). 


1, 1850). 
doa, Temiaton of Toss Bee (government cena) an6s8s: Bes ate census), 
ASO. 
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and interest on the public debt, but also for completely 
extinguishing the debt itself. Had he lived the proverbial 
three score and ten years, he would have seen a state whose 
influence and wealth exceeded his fondest hope, a state in 
which his services would have been valued at their true 
worth and rewarded accordingly. As it was, he saw in 
operation practically every measure that he had advocated 
and initiated during his aclministration. 

In his valedictory message in December, 1846, Governor 
Ford expressed pleasure in the privilege of retiring to private 
life. ‘This declaration was consistent with his utterances 
during the preceding year, for he had said on several occasions 
that he had no desire to be elected in the future to any office 
whatever. In his History of [Hinois he later expressed the 
wish that his critics might have the opportunity of heing 
placed in the position recently occupied by himself. Ford 
was very sensitive to criticism of his official actions, espe- 
cially those received during the Mormon imbroglio. The 
wounds inflicted during the conflict were deep and healed 
very slowly on account of his peculiar temperament. He 
knew that he had pleased neither party, and the indifference 
of the people in sections remote from the trouble angered 
him unduly. Trained to the law, he was unable to under- 
stand how any good citizen could condone the illegal acts of 
the anti-Mormon faction in Hancock County. 

Ford’s whole life had unfitted him for success as a poli- 
tician, for, being unacquainted with politics and political 
methods, he took the opposition too seriously. He forgot, 
if indeed he had ever known, that the acts of a governor 
are often condemned by the opposition press and party 
leaders for political purposes only. Had he but used the 
opportunities that came to him as the highest officer in the 
state, many misunderstandings with the leaders of both 
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parties could have been avoided. Even if he could not have 
brought himself to see as his political friends thought he 
ought, he might have prevented the alienation of many of 
the most influential men of the time by freely granting to 
them the right of having decided opinions quite opposite 
to his own. 

When Governor Ford died in 1859, he left as a legacy to 
his destitute children a manuscript History of Illinois, in 
which he described events and characterized people as he 
understood them. Despite its errors both in judgment and in 
fact, it stands as a remarkably accurate contemporaneous 
account of an important period of the state’s history, and 
its excellence is attested by its continued use as a historical 
source since its publication in 1854." Criticism of the book 
may be grouped under two heads. First, many of Ford's 
characterizations of public men are overdrawn and unfair, 
being influenced without doubt by personal animosities. 
Second, he did not have all his data at hand and as a result 
was compelled to rely upon his memory, which oftentimes 
failed him. Many of his shortcomings may be attributed, 
however, to his ill health during the greater part of the time 
in which the book was being written. Whatever its faults, it 
is a valuable contribution to Illinois history, and worthy the 
emulation of public men of every age.” 

Throughout the book, Ford often mentions the two lead- 
ing opposition papers, the Sangamo Journal and the Alton 
Telegraph.’ ‘The editor of the latter paper was George 
T. M. Davis, whom Ford considered to be not only a political 
cctches Davidson nad Start fr f sfaoniag Fed rus Yor the peta Muy ed Jane 


py ‘Had be bad occasion, he could have criticized not only Noon cerae bec aae 
others as well for the same offense and for the entire period of 1842-46. 

“It would be a substantial contribution to the history of this period to reprint Ford's 
Sapa Reade pra ee ee 

During this called Aion Penal Democratic Rekew. 

For convenience i Jedsuated inthis aknich os Alien Teeeooh 
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opponent but a personal enemy as well. It is true that Mr. 
Davis was a radical Whig, who hated anything and every- 
thing Democratic, but it is equally true that in the forties 
men and not measures were likely to be the issues at stake. 
Editors gave personal abuse and in return expected nothing 
else. While the Telegraph delighted to talk about “Tom” 
Ford and his shortcomings, anyone can see by a close perusal 
of the paper that this was nothing more than a party shibbo- 
leth. In times of danger, when the interests of the state 
were in jeopardy, Mr. Davis and his paper supported the 
governor as much as party affiliations would allow. 

While the columns of the Sangamo Journal were fairly 
free from personal comment regarding Ford, no one may 
say that it was not ultra-Whig in its utterances. It had 
everything to gain by a change of administration and its 
business as a consequence was to ferret out all kinds of 
abuses and to expose them. Nevertheless in comment- 
ing on Ford’s inaugural address, the Sangamo Journal 
said: “Governor Ford has entered upon his duties with 
a determination, in all his official acts, to do what he 
believes to be best to subserve the interests of the people 
who have placed him in the executive chair... . 3; ina 
word, we have no desire or reason to complain of this ad- 
dress.”* When the governor's taxation measure was before 
the legislature, neither paper could indorse it, for it was a 
well-defined party issue supported by the Democrats, 
‘The same may be said about canal legislation, for the suc- 
cessful completion of this enterprise depended to a consider- 
able extent upon the willingness of the legislature to pay 
interest, to be secured only by increased taxation. Under 
these circumstances the Whig press could not support a 
Democratic governor, and he ought not to have expected 

“Tame of December 1s, 1842. 
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it, Instead, however, of heaping abuse upon the governor, 
as was the prevalent custom of the time, both papers re- 
frained from indulging in personalities, crediting him with 
integrity and honesty of purpose, even if deluded and misled 
by friends of the canal. 

The Mormon trouble gave the Whig press an opportunity 
to show its appreciation of the governor’s efforts to keep 
the law supreme. Mr. Davis was at Carthage when the 
Smiths were murdered. Being an anti-Mormon partisan 
and in a critical attitude of mind, any favorable public 
expression from him speaks volumes. In a letter to the 
Alton Telegraph, written June 26, 1844, he states emphati- 
cally that Ford was “doing all in his power to maintain the 
supremacy of the law.”* The next day he reiterates this 
statement in another letter to the same paper. 

Another spectator of this curious drama was the editor 
of the St. Lowis Republican. This paper had taken occasion 
several times before to assail the governor so fiercely that 
state pride compelled the Sangamo Journal and the State 
Register to discontinue their own strife in order to use their 
columns for his defense.* In a communication to his paper 
this same editor, after acknowledging that he had come to 
Hancock County in a critical attitude of mind and “had 
scrutinized with rigor the course of Governor Ford,’ said: 
“Tn this instance his course has been such as to merit the 
approbation of all the citizens of this state and to draw 
to his aid the hearty co-operation of every law-abiding 
citizen of Illinois. His whole aim has been to maintain the 
supremacy of the law; and although the very reverse of him 
in politics, he has received and will receive in all similar 
instances my feeble influence in his favor.”* 


* Alton Telegraph, July 6, 1844. 
* Sangamo Journal, Vebruary 20, 144, 
* Wiles’ National Register July 20, 1844. 
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The criticism hurled at Governor Ford by the Mormons 
and their enemies was but natural, yet it could have been 
Jessened had he been more discreet in his utterances. Instead 
of using conciliatory methods, which must have been possible, 
he persisted in calling the combatants’ attention to the 
strictures of the law. His reserve toward the anti-Mormons, 
both before and after the murder, prevented any kind of an 
amicable understanding with them, and his bold address 
at Nauvoo led the Mormons to believe that the state execu- 
tive was a hostile partisan." Instead of making allowances 
for religious fanaticism on the one hand and undying hatred 
on the other, he saw only that both parties were lawbreakers, 
and treated them accordingly. 

Throughout the remainder of Ford's administration, 
conditions in Hancock County bordered on anarchy, with 
the result that the authority of the state was in almost 
constant conflict with the lawless element in each faction. 
Especially was this true when, in 1846, the governor led a 
body of militia into the disturbed region to prevent a second 
pitched battle between the citizens of Nauvoo and their 
enemies. Commenting upon the situation at that time and 
the treatment accorded Ford, the Sangamo Journal said: 
“He has had, in truth, a most troublesome time while admin- 
istering the government, enough to vex any man, more 
particularly one of his temperament.”* ‘To my mind this 
statement is significant in studying the life of Governor 
Ford. His peculiar temperament was the cause of many of 
his troubles, both imaginary and real; a nature as sensitive 
as his unfitted him for participation in the strife into which 
his election as governor threw him. But it cannot be said 


* Ford addressed the Mormons at Nauvoo an the afternoon of June 27, 1844. He 
told them plsinly thar they had broken the laws and that their conduct had brought about 
the difficulty (ame, nov. Alton Tetexraph, July 0, 1844), 


"Insue of November‘a6, 1846, 
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that he avoided this strife. Rather did he seek it. Instead 
of reconciling himself in a degree to his surroundings, becom- 
ing an opportunist as we say now, instead of using the methods 
of his adversaries in legislative battles, instead of turning a 
deaf ear to the many little personal slights that were offered, 
he was inclined to idealize unduly, to spurn political expedi- 
encies, and to take to heart every word of criticism no 
matter whence it came, 

In reviewing Ford's last message to the legislature, in 
which he set forth his reasons for leading a force into Han- 
cock County, the Alton Telegraph said: “It professes to 
record the principal events which have taken place in Han- 
cock County since the fall of 1845, including the author’s 
late expedition; and although, from the position he occupied 
during the trouble of which he speaks, it is quite possible 
that he may have been misinformed in some particular and 
perhaps also misled by his own feeling, his statement never- 
theless seems pretty fair and impartial. It is, at any rate, 
probably as correct an account of the scenes it describes 
as the public are likely to obtain; and as a history of the 
times, it is worthy of preservation.’** 

By keeping these views clearly in mind, one is led to 
believe that the invectives hurled against Ford by the more 
radical Mormons and their enemies must fall harmlessly 
to the ground. Although both editors recognized the 
opportunity to make political capital out of the ill feeling 
toward the governor in western Illinois, neither did it, 
much to Ford’s credit and their own honor. We have seen 
already that the creditors of the state looked to Ford as the 
one from whom they could expect just and fair treatment, 
the one who would lead the opposition to repudiation. 
Subsequent cvents justified their judgment, for the gover- 

‘*Tesue of December 13, 2846 
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nor never once wavered in his determination to teach the 
people of the state the necessity of paying every dollar of 
the great debt. 

Some of his contemporaries in public life have given him 
high praise. “Ford possessed many of the high and noble 
traits of character that constitute an eminent man.”* More 
than this he had a character so “firm and open” that even 
his bitterest enemies must have admired him. Not only was 
his mind strong, but his “intellect was clear and discrimi- 
nating.” Despite the affront offered at Nauvoo in 1846, 
implying cowardice on his part,* “his firmness, moral and 
physical courage, were never doubted by those who knew 
him.” 

In 1846 Governor Ford retired with his family to the 
Hambaugh farm near Versailles where he spent the next 
three years in writing his History oj Illinois. Hoping to 
mend both health and fortune, he moved to Peoria in 1849, 
where he practiced law for a short time, but on account of 
poor health his practice was not remunerative and he became 
poorer as time went on. As yet his work remained unpub- 
lished.* While on his death bed, he placed the manuscript 
in the hands of General James Shields with the request that it 
should be published for the benefit of his family, whom he was 
compelled to leave in destitute circumstances.‘ Thus on 
November 3, tee died in poverty a man who once occu- 

this paragraph are taken from Governor John Reynolds’ Pioneer 
Cae hee 

Saye, Jove ef Se Hise Scety sc), Jo July, 1010, 
wend Mier af Minis, Introduction. The Panis Pr sl, in commenting on 
Fons death, tht alter having held publ postion fox twenty-five year, he died 40 poor 
{hat hin at aya but forthe kindness and charity of hi rls. must have been spent 


‘were separated and dependent upon charity. The Allon Telepraph tement, 
IT cer) for the official integrity of the deceased.”—Issue of November rs, 
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pied a position which he could easily have used for his own 
financial advantage with little danger of exposure, but who 
preferred to leave to his motherless children a greater herit- 
age, a public record untarnished before all the world. 


GOVERNORS’ LETTER-BOOKS 
1840-1853 


REGISTER OF OFFICIAL LETTERS 
VOLUME IV 


CHAPTER I 
EXECUTIVE LETTER-BOOK OF THOMAS CARLIN, 1840-41 
Qurvcy, Inuvors, Feb. 18th, 1840 

Dear Sm:! Yours of the 28th Ultimo come to hand yesterday 
enclosing a draft in my favor of $1500 upon the State Bank of Illinois, 
for the use of the Canal. It would have afforded me pleasure to have 
complied with your request by laying your letter before the Legislature 
had it been recieved (ric| before the adjournment. A resolution passed 
the House of Representatives declaring (as I was informed) that no law 
of Dlinois authorized the sale of State Bonds at gr to the x.0o in Europe 
or else where, and requiring the Secy of State to communicate said 
Resolution to Mess Wright & Co of London demanding a return of the 
1,000,000 of Bonds placed by you in the hands of said Wright & Co.,? 
‘This resolution however did not pass the Senate but all Legislative action 
during the session most decidedly disapprobated all negotiations made 
last year both of the Canal and Internal Improvement: I could not 
consent to assume the responsibility of approving and ratifying your 
contract with Messers Wright & Co. after the many strong expressions 
of disapprobation by the Legislature. I would therefore advise cancel- 
ling the contract and a surrender and a return of the Bonds by 
‘Mr. Wright. ‘The friends of the Canal themselves did not seem to desire 
its consummation on the ground that no reliance could be placed upon 
it fo furnish funds for the use of the Canal as all seemed to depend upon 
the sale of the Bonds by Mr. Wright, I think I advised you in my last, 
that an act had passed allowing five dollars pr day (only) as compensa- 
tion and expenses for the service of all agents of the State employed in 
the negotiation or transportation except in cases of specific contracts 
by which T had agreed to allow a larger compensation}—this act I con- 
sider oppression as the compensation allowed by it will fall greatly short 
of paying the travling expenses of the agents while in the service of the 
State. We shall not be envied for our patriotism when it shall be known 

* Richard M. Young, Same letter in Minois Repords, x840-41, 563-64, 

"House Journal, 1839-49, Ot. 

‘Lasse of Uliweit, 1830-40, 8. 
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that we refuse to compensate individuals for public services rendered 
by them in accordance with law, or cven to allow them a sufficient sum 
to cover their expenses. The amount retained by you being only equal 
to your expenses while actually engaged as agent of the State—all notion 
of Justice and equity would seem to forbid the restoration or repayment 
of any part of it, but the compensation allowed you by the recent act of 
the Legislature will not probably cover half that amount; being fully 
satisfied that the public good seldom or never requires private sacrifice, 
I think 1 hazard litle in saying that the next Legislature will make 
an allowance more proportioned to the importance of the service in 
which you were engaged, and as a return of the whale amount expended 
by you while on your tour from this place to Europe and back again 
must seriously effect your private means, I cannot [sec] any impropricty 
in with holding it until after the meeting of the next Legislature and 
if proper compensation is not then allowed you can then refund the 


money. 

An act was passed at the last session allowing the board of Canal 
Commissioners to issue scrip* to meet the liabilities of the Canal up to 
the first of March next after which time the contractors proposes [sic] 
to recieve [sic] State Bonds at par until funds can be procured, this plan 
T object to, as it will tend to reduce the value of the Bonds and compel 
the contractors to sell them at any price they will command, but a por- 
tion of the contractors alledge [sic] that they cannot abandon the work 
and it would appear unjust to refuse the payments of the estimates due 
them in Bonds at par,—An act passed authorizing the issueing [sic] 
of Bonds and the sale of them for Canal purposes, the interest of which 
are payable semmi{sic]-annually, if it is possible, Ehope you will effect a 
sale in the United States of $1,000,000, but the contract must be complete 
par at the place & in the currency where the contract is made, I am 
thus particular in order to avoid future sencure [sic] which must and 
will always follow disappointment and failure. I am as clearly con- 
vinced that the Canal project will fail as T am of the utter failure of the 
Internal Improvement System.* The State of Illinois is unable to 
complete either & nothing can save the Canal, unless the General Gov- 


* Laws of Tlinois, 2839-46, 80. Minimum am unt in each caso was $109. 
‘+The original plans formulated by the General Assembly in 1837 contemplated the 
‘of more than $10,000,000 on internal improvement exclusive of canals. By 
February, 14a, more than $3,000,000 had been spent with litde if anything substantial 
to show for it (Howse Fowrnal, 1839-40, 14-17; ante, Ui, n. 2). 
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ernment contributes the means of prosecuting the work, which I pre- 
sume will be very tardily and slowley [sic], ifever done, Thave been here- 
‘tofore induced to believe that the Lands which have been donated by 
‘Congress would go a great length towards the completion of that work, 
this opinion I had formed upon the reports & assertions af its friends, 
but since the recommendation in my message of throwing the Canal 
upon its own resources, I find those gentlemen have no faith in being 
‘able to realise any considerable sum from that quarter I am also fully 
persuaded that its construction will cost nearly double the original 
amount estimated, but should it cost only $10,000,000 it must yield a 
net revinue [sic] of $6000 per mile annually to pay the interest of its cost— 
Can it be possible that business to such vast amount can concentrate 
in that quarter within the next century. My own opinion is that its 
greatest utility is to be viewed in a national point of view. 

T hope you will be found acting in support of the policy set forth in 
Col Bentons Resolutions! Were I in congress I would oppose any 
measure that would directly or indirectly tend to the assumption of the 
State debts by the General Government but I doubt not that terrible 
efforts will be made to effect that object by the States which have [been] 
recklessly overwhelming themselves with debt should congress adopt 
that policy we may then bid adue [sic] to indipendance [sic] and liberty— 
if the states rush into folly and extravagance upon their own responsibility 
—what bounds could be set for them when the responsibility would be 
thrown upon the whole country. Adopt that policy, and this govern- 
tent within a few years will be immerced [sic] in a public debt, surpass- 
ing that of any other nation on the Globe, for my country I fear that this 
policy will be adopted, it accords with the federal doctrine and the 
measure will act as a bribe upon the indebted States more immediately 
than the distribution of the surplus revenue did in 1836, I fear that 
many will be found advocating that policy [with] a view of extricating 
their own immediate State from ruin and disgrace and thus contribute 
in overwhelming the whole country in slavery, The States which have 
madley (sic) rushed into folly and ruin, never will nor never can extricate 
themselves unless the burthen is thrown upon the general government. 

Tt seems now to be dobted [sic] whether posterity will pay the debts 

“Resolved, That there ix nothing in the Constitution of the United States which 


—Compressional Record, First 
‘Session, Twenty-rizih Congress, 47. At this time Mr. Young was a senator and Mr. Reynolds 
a representative ia the Congres of the United States, 
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which the present generation are intailing [sic] upon them—long ere 
this generation shall pass away those doubts will be solved by the con- 
tractors themselves refusing to pay the accrucing [sic] interest upon those 
debts, 

However bumilliating [sic] and degrading this state of things may he 
to the states involved in it—Yet it is infinitely prefferable [séc] to plunging, 
the whole country into that vortex of folly, extravagance and ruin to 
which the assumption of the State debts must evidently lead. I must 
repeat were I in Congress I would vote against any and every measure 
tending that way, were it even to save Illinois herself. Should the 
government assume the debts of Illinois must she not assume the debts 
of all other States and of course contribute a like amount to those 
states not indebted, and the whole country become overwhelmed and 
enslaved. I shall not be [decieved [sic] if a crisis is at hand when the 
patriotism of our Legislators will be tried—I would feign hope that they 
may be found equal to the magnatude {sic] of the task—but if the 
members of Congress upon this subject should be influenced, and con- 
trolled by selfish motives and the dellegation [sic] from the indebted 
states should combine they will be able to force the policy upon the 
residue—and involve the country in an accumilating [sic] debt which 


can only end in disunion and revolution. 


Quincy, [ttrxo1s, March rath, 1840 
Hon. R. M. Youns' 
& Jonn Reywonps* 


GentiEmnn: A committee of contractors upon the Illinois & Mich- 
igan Canal have visited me and proposed to recieve [sic] their estimates 
as they become due from time to time in State Bonds, provided money 
cannot be procured to pay those estimates, I am exceedingly unwilling 


*Richard M. Young born 1796, in Kentucky; studied law; removed to Jonesboro, 
Lilinois, where he was admitted to the bar, September a8, «87; rv0~-23, represented 
Union County in General Awembly: Jonuary 3p, shas—Jonsaty £4 1827, fades of Third 
oe 1828, Democratic presidential elector, Pind 23, 1629—January 2, 1837, judge 

Filth Cheah Barnes, Ualied States senatoc: appointed agent to negotiate the 
Sepang which capacity be Teaco John Reynolds to Europe; February 
4, 1845—January a5, sez, Jan ae ol the rie cararhy Court of Ilinois; 1847, appointet com- 
missioner of the General fashington, D-C:; x8se-se, clerk of the national 
House of Repentative, dled ‘diana Sa Washington, 1853 (Appletons’ Cyclo pacdio 
af American Biography, 1899; Blwe Book af Iilinois, t908). 

*Joba Reyoolds: born February 26, 1783, in Muntxomery County, Penaaylvania; 

doo, emigrated to Kaskaskia, Iinols; 1807, removed to Goshen; 1609-11, attended 
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to pay them in Bonds, but it would seem to be very hard treatment to 
refuse to do so, as such refusal would compel them to abandon their 
contracts, and would absolutely bankrupt and ruin a great portion of 
the contractors, they further propose in case Bonds are paid to them 
at par, to place said Bonds in the hands of an agent to sell for them in 
the east in large parcels so as to prevent them being hawked about in 
small quantities to the injury of the credit of the State. They further 
propose and request, (with a view of providing certain assurance of 
moncy) me to place in the hands of the Canal Comms Bonds equal to 
the probable amount of work to be done during the season from the first 
of March instant, altogether about $1,200,coo—with instructions to 
sell the same at discretion, On such terms Only however as shall secure 
their legal par value to the State, and the proceeds of such sale or sales 
to apply to the current expenses of the Canal. Believing it to be a duty 
devolving upon me to strictly preserve the good faith of the State towards 
her creditors, I haye consented to the foregoing propositions, but to 
avoid any dificulty [sic] that may possibly grow out of such proceeding, 
Thaye to request of you and Judge Reynolds to use your utmost exertions 
to make a sale of Bonds in some of the Eastern Banks to the amount of 
$1,200,000, payable in instalments of $20,000 on the first of May, 
July, Sept, Nov &, but if possible procure $500,eco on the first of May, 
as the debts on the Canal for which scrip has been issued prior to the 
first of March instant is probably near $300,000. 

T think I informed you in one of my preceeding letters that the Legis- 
lature passed a law, providing for the payment of interest on loans for 
Canal purposes semi annually. The contractors express great anxiety 

Se ee 
44, established law office at Cahokia; August 22, 
Madea (se Dag) Oar 83 28s Janaay oie Court 


of Illinois; 1825, 1824, unsuccessfal 
candidate for state representative; Ttt-95) reprmantad Gh Cousiy Is oneal 
Aswembly; December 6, 1830—November ty, 184, governor of Tilinois; 1834-37. coo 
gressfonal mprosentati Wilson 


ogee slavery; sympathized with th South during war; among his published works 
story of Illinois, 1852; Adcentures of John Kelly, 1858; ae 18543 
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to secure your contract with Wright & Co. but I informed them I had 
advised you to cause the contract to be canselled [sic] and the Bonds 
with drawn which I presame you will have done before this reaches you. 
I cannot however approve that Contract as the last Legislature were 
altogether opposed to it but notwithstanding believe it is better on the 
score of expediency than can be done clsewhere and would therefors 
be glad if the Contractors could avail of it, but on reflection E cannot 
‘see how it is possible, unless they should first avail them selves of the 
Bonds, and enter into a contract through an agent of their own, please 
write me what the present prospects are in relation to the sale of Bonds 
in the Eastern Cities. 

‘The act of the last session allowing five dollars per day to agents 
employed to negotiate loans I am inclined to construe differently since 
T wrote you, the act allows five dollars pr day where no specific bargain 
was made by me, in the case with each of you T made a specific bargain 
that you were to be furnished a sufficient sum to bear your expenses and 
‘were to submit to such allowance as the Legislature might agree upon 
as compensation for your services, the Legislature surely ment [sic] 
to pay you five dollars per day over and above your expenses, at all 
events I feel free to do so under the authority of that act, and shall there 
fore autheriz [sic] each of you to make an account of your expenses, while 
‘engaged in that service, as well as the number of days employed and 
forward it to me, and I will direct all arrears to be paid to you out of 
the Canal fund. 

My opinion as to the ability of the State under existing circumstances 
to complete the Canal has not changed. If we were all willing we could 
do any thing, but distracted as the people of the State are at present in 
relation to internal Improvements, [it] is not more than probable that 
the Canal will share the fate of the internal improvement at the next 
Session, and I now venture the assertion that no earthly Power can save 
the latter from annihilation. 

An act passed the last Session requiring the Canal Comr, to sell as 
much of the Canal Lands as were necessary to pay the interest on Canal 
debts, which I suppose is the only legitimate source from whence the 
interest is to be derived.* 

PS. Two drafts of $16,000 each drawn by me upon the Onondagua* 

* Lawr of Titinais, 1830-40, 79- 


*This should be Atlantic Rank, New York (see Governor Carlin’s letter in Houre 
Journal, 1339-49, 20). 
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Bank being the two first instalments due on account of a loan or negotia- 
tion made by Gov. Reynolds & Gen, Rawlings with the Poughkeepsie 
Locomotive fire Engine Co. for $128,000, have been protested by said 
Bank—this Loan had been transferred to the Bank of Illinois and that 
Bank has made advances to the amount of $80,000 which has been 
expended upon the State House, this subject I refered [sic] to the Last 
Legislature and recomended [sic] the indemnity of the Bank of Mlinois 
but no action was had in [reference to it. T presume the company will 
not pay for the Bonds, but was informed by the Cashier of the Bank of 
Mlinois that they expressed a desire to return the Bonds, which I suppose 
had better be acceded to—but as the instalments were transfered 
to the Bank of Illinois, it may be proper to secure the consent of that 
Bank to arrangement, particularly as the State is not in possession of 
funds to indemnify that Bank at this present time for the advance it has 
made: I have to request Gov. Reynolds to ascertain whether there is 
any certainty of getting the money from said Company, and if not to 
recover the Bonds if possible, in that event the Company ought to pay 
for engraving the Bonds. 

Tn case that negotiation Is cancelled I wish you to sell that amount 
of Bonds to enable the State to complete the State House as contem- 
plated by the law autherizing|sic| the Loan. I will write to the Bank 
of Illinois to advise you of their consent to cancelling the contract. If 
any negotiation is made by you for canal purposes please advise the 
‘Canal Comr. immediately. 

With great esteem 
Your friend 
Signed ‘Tato. Carin 


Quincy TLuwors March 16. 1840 

Ricaaro F, Barsetr Eso? 
Fund Commissioner 

‘Ste: Having been informed by Levi Davis* Esq. Audr. Pub, Accounts 
that you were expecting to leave for New York in a short time for the 
Purpose of negotiating State Bonds . The second instalment due 

‘Richard F. Barrett: +899, appointed fund commissioner; October 7, ted 
mania of Wig nat cestal commltne (Move, Tels Miseredl ond Steal 
' 

“Levi Davis: born July 20, 1869, in Cecil County, Maryland; attended Newark 
Academy: 188, graduated from Jetferson College, Canonsharg, Peansylvania; 1830, 
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from the Poughkeepsie Locomotive fire Engine Company has been 
protested by the Onandgua [sic] Bunk,* and presuming that the Company 
will not pay for the Bonds amounting to $128-o00 sold to them by Gov. 
Reynolds & Gen Rawlings, I have written to Goy. Reynolds to ascer- 
tain whether the money could he collected or not, and in case it could 
not be [to] cancel the contract provided he could recover the Bonds, and 
in that event to endeavour to effect a sale of Bonds to that amount 
for the benefit of the State House, also to sell Bonds to the amount of 
$1,000,000 for Canal purposes, as the prospect of the sale of State Bonds 
is unfaverable [sie]. 

T have to request you to avail yourself of any oppertunity [sic] that 
may present itself for the sale of $128,000 State Bonds for the above 
purpose: Consulting Goy. Reynolds, however, before any such contract 
is closed by you, lest he should have also made a sale for the same pur- 
pose. As the Bank of Illinois has advanced some $80,000 on the faith 
of receiving instalments on the loan of $128,000 as they become due. 

T have thought it best to obtain the consent of that Bank, as to the 
propriety of cancelling the contract and to advise Gov, Reynolds of such 
consent in case it was given. 

‘The last Legislature passed a law providing for the payment of the 
accruing interest upon Canal Bonds hereafter sold semi annualy [sic] and 
in case you should affect a sale it must accord with Law. 

Please procure a copy of the Act of 1839 & 1840 autherizing [vic} 
loans for Canal purposes, as well as a Copy of the Act of 1839 autherizing 
[sie] a loan for Revinue [sic] purposes (intended however to be applied 
to the Erection of a State House) please write me informing me at what 
{ime you expect to realize funds to pay up the arrears due on account of 
the Internal Improvement or any portion of it, 


licensed at Baltimore to practice law: 1831, opened law office at Vandalia, Illinois; Nov- 
of public ao Hi — 
re-elected, office until March 4, 1842; took 
; 1845, removed to Alton; practiced law; railroad 
died March 3, 1897, at Alton oe eee ae Baternan 
of Book af Ilinois, 2905; Julia 
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Quuxcy Intovors April 4th 1 
Joun Smpace Esor. PRA 
Cashr B. Ils 

‘Sm: Some time since I recieved [sic] notice that the second draft 
drawn by me payable to your order at the Atlantic Bank in the City of 
N. Y. on the Poughkeepie [sic] Locomotive Engine Company for the 
Loan of $10,000 dated January 13, 1849, was protested for non Payment, 

Timmediately advised the Hon, John Reynolds thereof and requested 
him to ascertain as to the probable certainty the money from said Com- 
pany and in case the money could not be made to endeavor to recover 
the State Bonds sold by him to said Company, and to use all possible 
exertion to make a sale of Bonds to the amount of $128.000, to supply 
the deficit occasioned by the failure of said Company. 

By agreement the instalments arising from above transaction as they 
become due they were refered [sic] to the Bank of Illinois it may there- 
fore be proper to obtain your consent before cancelling the contract, 
‘Will you be so good as to advise Goy. Reynolds at Washington City. 

Very Respectfully &, 

Signed ‘Tao. Carrin® 


Executive DrrarTMeNt Apl, 30, 1849 

Messers Ricuarn M. Youne 
AND JOHN ReyNoLps AGENTS 

GewTLemen: You will please deliver to General William F. Thorn- 
ton, president of the Board of Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan 
Canal,—Eleven hundred Bonds or certificates of “TWinois & Michigan 
Canal Stocks” of Two Hundred & Twenty five Pounds Sterling Each, 
SS Soap neneee 
red with 


Tl eed St en Comi ie 
children —Thomas the oldest; education 


ogister Q 
1842, governor of Ilinois; s849-3s, representative in 

lton, February r4, 1852; in polltics a Democrat (Reynolds 

Book of HMinois, 3905; Notional Cyclepacdis of American 

Biography). dates in Governor Reynolds’ account differ considerably from those 
found in Blue Book of Illinois, 1203, 213. 
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Should you have deposited Bonds in any Bank to the order of the 
Commissioners, agreeable to my previous instructions, You will 
please inform said Bank that Genl, Thornton to reciey [sic] and reciept 
[sic] for the amount named in bebalf of the Board of commissioners of 


said canal 
Respectfully 
Your Obt. Sevt. 


Executive DEPARTMENT April 3oth. 1840 
Generar Wittras F. Tiornton* 

Sur: Having autherized [sic] the Board of Commissioners of the 
Tilinois and Michigan Canal to sell Bonds or “Certificates of Ilinois & 
Michigan Canal Stock" Amounting to million of dollars, to the Con- 
tractors on said Canal, of whom you have been appointed the agent, 
with the approbation of said Board and of Myself; and having this day 
given you a commission to sell additional Bonds to the amount of half 
@ Million of dollars, on account of the Canal Fund. 

Thereby autherize [sic] you to make your Sales in all cases, when 
the interest of the state in your opinion may require it, with the condition 
that the present Bonds may be hereafter substituted by others of any 
form or size most desirable to the purchaser and with Semi Annual 
instead of Annual payments of interest, 

Ihave autherized [sic] Messr. Young & Reynolds to carry into effect 
their contract with Messers Wright & Co, of London for the sale of 
Bonds to the amount of a Million of Dollars, provided Messers Wright 
& Co. will guarranty [sie] the proceeds to be available during the present 
year, and in that eveat it is my wish that you diminish your sales, as well 
for the Contractors as for the Canal Fund, by the same amount that 

2 born October 4, 1780, in Hanover County, Virginia; 
where he conducted inte 


visited London 1840, uns 
Cait for United States senator; itm, deegats te Denote Netonal Co 
ry ‘Whig unt atl the Yorantion ofthe Repabtena rafter at « Dessecat tied 
2 ican party, 
at, 387) (rig tpt 19955 ‘Bateman aad Selby, Mistorical Encydopedio 
of Iinois, 1999; Moses, Minos Historical and StaiiWeat, 189s). 
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Messers Young and Reynolds may be able to obtain with certainty from 
Messer Wright & Co. after having paid the interest on all Canal Loans 
to the first of January 1541—~as it is highly desirable to redeem as carly as 
possible all the checks or Scrip issud [sic] by the Canal Commissioners 
under the authority af an act of the General Assembly approved on 
the xst. of February last. 

‘You will in all sales of Bonds, on account of the Canal Funds, recieve 
(sic] said checks or scrip as lawful Money of the United States taking 
‘care to secure to the State the par value of the Bond. 


Your Obt. Servt. 


Quincy Itt April goth 1840 
Gent. Wa. F. Taorwron; 

DEAR Sm: As you are about siting [sic] out for the purpose of nego- 
tiating State Bonds on behalf of the Contractors of the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal, and feeling as I do a deep interest both on account of 
the State, and the Contractors Themselves, and in view of the Embar- 
rased Condition of our financial affairs, and the depressed State of the 
Money Market in this Country at the present time, which must continue 
s long as our Banks generally with hold Specie payment, a due regard 
for the interest of the State, and justice to the Contractors, has induced 
me to accept and confirm the sale of $1,000,000, of Canal Bands, made 
by the Hon, Richard M. Young to Messer Wright & Co. of London, 
in the month of —— last, provided the moncy can be realised, at such 
times and in such sums as will meet the wants and Engagements of the 
Canal for the present year, this loan was considered by me of doubtful 
character as to its conformaty [sic] to the law under which it was made and 
the conditions of the contract was therefore refered [sic] to the Legisla~ 
ture at its Inst session, which after being considered was passed over 
without any definite action,—by this sale the State of Illinois will recieve 
sie] par for her Bonds in New York funds and will realise the difference 
of exchange between New York and Chicago which will perhaps indem- 
nify her for the necessary discount to be incured [sic] on the payment 
of the accruing interest in London, and what may he the state of exchange 
between the two Countries at the time of the final redemption of the 
Bonds no one can foresee. The Confirmation of this sale, will enable 
the State to dispense with the payment of Bonds to contractors, and 
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thereby prevent their depreciation on forced sales by them, and will thas: 
preserve the credit and value of the Bonds in our future operations — 

I am therefore fully satisfied that expediency requires me to accept 
of this loan, as it will prevent the payment of Bonds to Contractors, or the 
abandonment of the works on the Canal, Either of which would inflict 
opel ac ala the State than can possibly grow out of 

this transaction. 


It is almost unnecessary for me to repeat again that I would recom~ 
mend the reduction of the work as far as possible, upon the Canal and 
the sale of the smallest amount of Bonds that will enable the State to 
mect the liabilities for the present year, If the $r,000,000 should be 
realised under the negotiation of Judge Young, and a deficit should 
exist to meet the expenditures for the year, no sale of Bonds under the 
authority of the State to meet such deficit can be recognized short of 
complete par, but should the $1,000,000, not be realized then in that 
case the only alternative will be for you to proceed to sell Bonds under 
the authority of the Contractors of the Canal.* 


Quincy May rst. 1840 
How. R. M. Youns 

‘Drax Ste: T have concluded to confirm your sale of $1,009,000, 
Canal Bonds to Messers Weight & Co. of London,—first because T 
have no doubt that it is the best and most favorable that can possibly be 
effected to enable the State to meet the present and accruing liabilities 
on account of the Canal throughout the year,—the present indebtedness 
to the holders of scrip and Contractors amounting to near $400,000 must 
be provided for, and the accruing interest to be paid on the first of July 
& January next.* 

‘The last Legislature by an act passed on the rst. of Feb. last, requireing 
[zie] the Canal Commissioners to sell as much of the Canal Lands and 
lots as would be necessary to pay the interest on Canal debts for the pres- 
ent year, but Gen. Thornton tells me that it would be impracticable to 
raise the money from that source, and secondly because the action of the 
last Legislature failed to repudiate your contract although it was much 
animadverted upon, and therefore removes responsibility to a greatextent 
on my part. I cannot however persuade myself that it is a sale at par 

* Mr. Thornton sold bonds to tho value of $1,000,000 at 8 (nee ae, Invi), 

* The semf-annual Interest was expected to be $318,900 (Jfouse Jowrnah, 1839-40, 14). 
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according to the letter of the law, but I do believe it is a par sale 
according to the meaning and intention of the Legislature at the time 
it was enacted,—knowing as I do that they were informed that the price 
of Ills. Stocks at that time in Europe were 93 to the 100, and by estimat- 
ing the difference of exchange at ten per cent in favor of London it was 
contended that three per ct. per annum would be realised by a sale at 
that rate—therefore the sale of $4,000,000, Canal Bonds was antici- 
pated to be made in Europe as the phrazeology [sie] of the act itself will 
demonstrate—Therefore if a sale of 93 to the 100 at that time would 
nett [sic] a premium of three per cent. Surely a sale at the same time 
at go to the 100, would have yield [sic] par, 

Whatever may [be the] opinion as to the utility of contracting those 
debts, I think expediency at present demands the confirmation of your 
sale to Messers Wright & Co, Therefore if the money can be realised 
to meet the demands of the Canal throughout the present year I request 
you to close and confirm the contract, but if money cannot be realised 
from that negotiation to meet the present and accruing liabilities 
for this year, then and in that case I would recommend and advise 
cancelling the contract—and a with drawal of the Bonds because should 
the payment of the money be postponed until next year the Legislature 
before that time will have convened and an opportunity offered for such 
action as their witdom may dictate. 

With Sentiment &, 

Signed ‘Tuo. Canuiy 


Qurxcy Itywors May 1st. 1840 
Messeas Frxt & Prickert? 
‘Canal Coms. 

Gexriemen: Genl. Thornton President of your board left here yes~ 
terday for the East on his mission as agent on behalf of the contractors 
upon the Canal for the sale of Canal Bonds &, While here the subject 
of the nceruing interest upon Canal Loans was mentioned and he gave 
it as his decided opinion that the money could not be made and realised 

eae mes ee born September 20, t799, in Payette County, Ken! = 1819, removed. 

where he worked as a carpenter; 1820, took up bis ‘near 
ty of Caran; served six years as constable and deputy’ 
*David Prickett: born September 21, 1860, in Franklin County, Georgia; taken by 


beret Rentucky and Mics while yer ee 
‘at Transylvania University: November sg; teas, Wnsed ta practice law in Tlinoiy; 
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from the sale of Canal lands and lots, to pay the interest of the present 
year, as contemplated and required by the act of first of Feb. last, and 
that it would be indispensably necessary to sell Bonds for that purpose, 
or to appropriate ax much of the proceeds arising from Judge Youngs 
negotiation with Messers Wright & Co. for $1,000,000 as would pay the 
interest, 

Believing that it would be impracticable particularly as no measures: 
had yet been taken to effect a sale of lands or lots for that purpose to 
raise money to meet the interest due on the first of July next. I therefore 
consented that Genl. Thornton should appropriate the necessary amount 
out of any available Canal fund. It is however my opinion that the 
only legitemate [sic] source from whence to derive the means for paying 
the interest is the sale of Canal Lands and lots, 

‘The act of the rst. Feb 1840. makes it the duty of the “Commis- 
sioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal to sell so much of the Canal 
lands and lots the present year as may be required to pay the interest 
on loans made for Canal purposes,” I therefore beg leave to call your 
attention to the above recited act, and would recommend a compliance 
with its requisitions, and when the money shall be made refund any 
amount that may have been used out of the Canal fund for the payment 
of interest for the present year. 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Tao. Carin Gov. Ii. 


Besant an ec In Wick Yow Wa: fa, apted 
l; £850, "42, Hy By hy 
is snd Michigan Canai; nga, removed to Caloris where he 


resign 
died June 27, 1884; burled in Oak Ridge Cemeter ry. Spcingfeld (Bateman and Sebby, 
Historicat Encyclopedia cee Toes; Mowes, voia istreat and Slafisicel, 1895; 


Court reporter; 1826-28, representative in General Assembly: February 9, 
Tugs deter ae. thie potas fedeel Mating Comyn gag Patino apace 
toe Madison County; aide decamp to General Whiteside in Black Hawk W 


; Palmer, 
‘ond Bar of Cinols; Biwe Book of Ilincis, ges; Livtory of Madison County, W. R. 
& Co, Chicago, 2882). 
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Quixey, Ins, June 9 1849 
Hox, Jonny Revwonps, 

Dear Siw: Your letter of the asth, ult. is recieved [sic] and I hasten 
to reply to it, I deem the prompt and punctual payment of interest 
upon all the public debts to be of the most vital importance to the interest, 
and character of the State in all her future operations. I have informed 
you in my preceeding [sic] letters that the last legislature passed an act 
requiring the Canal Commissioners to sell as much of the Canal Lands as 
would be necessary to pay the interest upon the Canal debts for the 
present year—but Genl. Thornton informed me verbally that money 
could not possibly be realized from that source to meet the interest com> 
ing duc in July next, and believing that duty required me to preserve 
the credit and faith of the State inviolate, I therefore wrote to you and 
Judge Young to use every exertion to effect a sale of State Bonds for 
that purpose, but before I recieved [sie] any reply from you upon the 
subject Genl. Thornton left for the East, and he promised me that in 
case you had not succeeded in providing means for the payment of the 
interest, he would not leave the Eastern Cities until the necessary amount 
of money was obtained or provided for that purpose, either by sale or 
hypothecation of Bonds, or in case Judge Youngs contract with Messers 
Wright & Co. should be perfected and confirmed he would apply the 
proceeds of the £10,000 draft which Judge Young had drawn upon the 
said Wright &. Co, which I was informed by the B. of the U. S. was 
placed in that Bank to the credit of the Canal fund amounting to 
$56,444. 44/100. 

Tf however the interest which will be due in July next upon the Canal 
debts should not be fully provided for before this reaches you, I hope 
you and Judge Young will immediately turn your attention to it, if Bonds 
cannot be sold according to law, hypothecate any amount that may be 
necessary to raise the amount needed. 

Thope you will use all diligence to procure the means for the prompt 
payment of the interest falling due the first of July next—as a failure 
to do so would inevitably prostrate the credit of the State, and would 
prove most calamitous to our future prospects, should you be compelled 
to hypothecate Bonds endeavor to extend the time of their redemption 
80 a8 to afford ample time to procure money for that purpose. 
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Quixcy Intwo1s June 14, 1840 

Hon, Ricnarp M. Youne 

‘Dr. Ste: Your letter of the oth. Ult., together with the accompanying 
Copies of letters addressed to Messers Wright & Co. of London and to 
Genl. W. F. Thornton, also a copy of a letter from Messers Wright & 
Co. to Thos, Dunlap Pres. B. U.S. were recieved [sic] by last mail, and 
T hasten to reply. Your letter to me and the accompanying copies most 
fully disclose the difficulties with which the affairs of this Canal are 
surrounded, and its future prospects and progress threatened, The 
last Legislature by their act required the Canal Commissioners to sell 
as much of the Canal Lands as would be necessary to pay the interest 
upon the Canal debts for the present year consequently no other legitimate 
source from whence to derive the means for that purpose, but being 
verbally informed by Genl. Thornton in March last that money could 
not be realized by the sale of lands to meet the interest which would 
fall due on the rst. July next, and believing that the character and true 
interest of the state depended upon the punctual payment of the interest 
as it become due. I took the responsibility of instructing you and Gov. 
Reynolds to use every exertion to sell Bonds for that purpose, which 
however proved unavailing, At that time as at present I felt fully 
persuaded that the confirmation of your contract with Messers Wright 
& Co, was the best that could probably be done, to enable the State to 
progress with the work upon the Canal, but the uncertainty of obtaining 
the money from that quarter to meet the expenditures for the year, 
together with the doubts I entertained of the contract being strictly a 
par sale, and the powerful efforts by the members of the Legislature to 
repudiate not only that but all other contracts made by the agents of the 
state during the past year deterred me from approving it at that time, 
the doubts I entertained however of its being completely a par trans- 
action principly [sic] controled [sic] my action thus far, believing as I 
did that hostility of a portion of the Legislature did not eminate [sic] 
from most patriotic motives but when the necessity arose for paying the 
contractors with State Bonde, I then determined that the interst [sic] 
of the State would be better promoted by availing our selves of your 
Contract provided the money could be had within the present year, and 
then superceed [sic] the payment of Bonds to Contractors this conclusion 
was approbated by Genl, Thornton but he alledged [sic] that the moncy 
must be recieved [sic] during the present year, or the greater portion of 
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it, otherwise it would be unavailing. From the tenor of your fetter as 
well as a publeshed [sic] letter from Genl, Thornton to Wm. B. Ogden 
of Chicago, I would infer that some misunderstanding existed between 
Genl, Thornton, and myself in relation to the confirmation with Messers 
Wright & Co, and the payment of interest & I cannot however concieve 
[sie] it possible that the Genl. could have un{der]stood that your contract 
was approved unconditionally as he expressly stated that the money 
must be realized during the present year, A failure to pay the interest 
punctually as it becomes due under existing circumstances, would in 
any conception would prove most destructive to the interest and prospects 
of Mlinois, and I would unhesitatingly incur almost any responsibility 
to avert such a calamity, You say that “If it is desirable to carry out 
our contract with Wright & Co. in good faith my present impression is 
that it will be essential for you to withdraw the limitation contained in 
your letter of approval of the first of May, so a3 to leave the payments 
to [be] made according to the terms of the agreement.” If a with- 
drawal of the limitation of the time of payment could furnish the means 
of the payment of the interest falling due on the rst. July next both in 
N, Y. and London and save the State from the humiliation and moyfi- 
fication of a forfciture of good faith and honor, it unhesitatingly would 
be done, but if such withdrawal would not prevent the catastrophy [sic], 
no end nor advantage would be attained by it, and as the interest will 
become due about the time this reaches you, it will therefore be too late 
to make any provision for the interest falling due in London, but I will 
repeat that if such withdrawal would avert the calamity, then it is freely 
and fully made. 

An additional reazon to those before stated, for not promptly approv- 
ing your contract with Messers Wright & Co. was that If the money was 
not paid during the year the Legislature would be convened before any- 
thing could be derived from that source, and therefore an oppertunity 
[sic] afforded to make any provision they might think proper for the 
future wants of the Canal you will discover that the entire object was 
to provide for the present year, Genl, Thornton spoke to me of the 


+ bom June 15, ros, at Welton, New York; 1834, member of 
to Chicago where he established land and 
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quantity offered by Col. Mather as Prest. S. B. for the reimbursement 
of the N. Y. interest, and he added that he would not leave the Eastern 
Cities until the interest was provided for, I therefore relied on his Yours 
& Gov. Reynolds joint exertion and still hope that you will succeed in 
devising and procuring means to pay the interest. T cannot however 
disapprove your caution situated as you are, in holding the proceeds 
‘of the £10,000 untouched for reimbursement to Wright & Co. in case 
he should decline the proposed change of contract, 

If I had the controle [sic] of any fund at present belonging to the 
State, T would not hesitate to divert it from its legitimate use and 
apply it to the payment of the interest. I have a letter now before me 
from Mr. Woodbury Secty of the Treasury informing me that $57,289.37 
on account of the three per cent fund arising from the sale of Public 
‘Lands is due and ready to be paid to the State of flls. On the applica- 
tion of the proper authority accompanied by a report in comformity 
to the act of Congress of the 12th. Dec. 1820, giving an account af the 
application of said fund by the state & ‘This fund is by law to be added 
to the School fund and I have no controle [sic] of it otherwise I would 
apply it to the payment of the interest, and reimburse it out of the first 
money procured for Canal purposes, Mr. Woodburys letter will be 


enclosed this evening to the Auditor and Secty of State, the money to 
be drawn for and receipted by them, and then it becomes revinuc [sic] 
for the use of the State but still I have no controle [sic] of it, 

L hope you will use the utmost diligence to provide means for the 
payment of the interest, and what ever responsibility you may incur 
shall be sustained by me to the utmost of my ability, and I feel assured 
by the Legislature and the people also. 


Your Friend 
Signed ‘Tuo, Carin 


Quincy, Inunors, June 25 1840 
Dear Sm:* Yours of the rst inst. dated at New York has been 
recieved [sic] and duly considered, and I have accordingly concluded 
fo accept and confirm the contract entered into by Hon. R. M. Young 
with Messers Wright & Co, of London for the State of Mlinois & Michi- 
gan Canal Stock, amounting to $1,000,000 in the month of Octr. last 
free from all restrictions, and according to the tenor of sd. contract. 
"Probably William F. Thorton (see ante, £7). 
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‘This I would have done without hesitancy at the out set, in preference 
to the payment of Bonds to Contractors, had it not been for the uncer- 
tainty of realizing the money from that source to meet the present and 
accruing liabilitics throughout the year for Canal purposes, this course 
accorded with your own views at that time, which contributed to bring 
‘me to the conclusion that the money must be paid within the present 
year, or Bonds must be paid to contractors Should Messers Wright 
& Co. comply with the Contract entered into with Judge Young, either 
with or without the restrictions proposed by me in my letter to Judge 
Young of the rst. May last, then and in that case 1 would infer from 
your letter that you do not design to sell any Bonds on account of the 
contractors unless as you say or they refuse to warrant free sales during 
the present year and I am obliged to sell a few Bonds on account of the 
Contractors. You will understand that my confirmation of Judge 
Youngs contract is distinctly intended to be applied to the Expenditures 
of the present year, and to release the payment of that amount of Bonds 
to Contractors, and if an additional amount will be indispensable, then, 
only use the smallest amount possible, to meet the absolute wants of the 
Canal, until the next Legislature can provide means. I trust you will 
‘succeed in the punctual payment of the London interest due on the rst. 
July next, and will suggest the propricty of your making pernanint 
[siq] provision for its payment in July next before you leave Europe. 

T have this day signed the new emission of Canal Bonds with Semi 
annual interest to substitute those in possession of Mr, Wright, and they 
will be sent by tomorrows stage to Springfield to be completed, and 
thence forwarded according to your request to Judge Young immediately. 

‘The want of time will compel me to close, with respect and esteem, 

Your friend. 
Signed Tao, Cary 
Gov of Ill. 


Quincy Ins. July ad. 1840 
Hox, R. M. Youno: 

Deax Sm: I wrote you in great haste on the 25 Ult. informing you 
that I had determined to confirm your sale of $1,000,000 Canal Bonds 
made to Messers Wright & Co. of London in Octr, last free from all 
restriction. 
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in my message," and should any inaccuracy appear therein they are 
attributed to the above causes. 


Executive Drearrent 
Crry oF Sramorrerp Jan. 2. 1842 
‘To THE SPEAKER OF THE SENATE:* 

Thave the honor, here with to transmit to the Senate two letters to 
Gen. Wm. F. Thornton One from Nevins Townsend & Co., New York, 
and the other from Magniac, Smith & Co. London, Communicating 
the intelligence of the failure of Wright & Co. of London. The par- 
ticulars of the failure is not as yet known to this Department although 
from information recieved [sic] from Genl. Thornton, there is reason to 
hope that our state will not suffer materially if at all from the conse- 


quence thereof. 
¢ Tam very Respectfully 
Your Obt Servt, 
Signed ‘Tao. Cagtin 


Execurive Devartment 
Crry or Srrinorietp Jan. 2, 1841 
To THE Speaker or tHE House or REPRESENTATIVES* 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to the House two letters to 
Gen Wm. F. Thornton, one from Nevins, Townsend & Co, New York 
and the other from Magniac, Smith & Co. London, communicating 

* House Journal, 1839-49, 14-15. 


Stinson H. Anderson: bon 1800, in Sumner County, Tennessee; removed while 
young to Jellerson County, Illinois; June 16, x82, enrolled as private in Captain Bowman's 
‘Company of the Spy Battalion; promoted 


Asembly; 1838-42, leutenant-governor of Iilinois; 
[scope took part in Seminole War; United States marshal for Illinois; warden of 


te penitentiary at Alton; died September, 1857 (Blue Book of Illinois, 1905; Bateman 
td Selby, Hutorica Encylopedia ef ints, 1900; Adjulent-General’s Reporis). 


* Wright & Co, were bankers and brokers, with thelr principsl office in London; bank- 
announced 


stato alia: ‘colocdl in Black Hawk War; Tadian 
General Assembly; hatch ipualetstine kena Gee 
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the intelligence of the failure of Wright & Co. of London. ‘The par- 
ticulars of the failure are not yet known to this Department, although 
from information recieved [sic) from Gen. Thornton, there is reason to 
hope that our state will not suffer materially if at all in consequence 


thereof, 
Tam very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Signed THo. Cari 


Stare or Intivors 
Execorive Deer. Jan. 7. 840 
To THe Honerasce [sic] tHe SPEAKER oF THE SENATE: 

‘Str: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter! of yes- 
terdays date addressed to me by A. H. Bangs of New York which I 
request to be laid before the Senate over which you preside 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Twos, Carin 


State oy Ittiois 
Exucurive Depantuent Jan, 7. 1841 
To tae How, Sreaker or tHe House or Rers, 

Ste: T have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter* of yester- 
days date addressed to me by Mr. A. H. Bangs of New York, which I 
request to be laid before the House over which you preside 

Very Respectfuly 
Your Obt. Servt 
Signed ‘THo. Camus 


Assembly; Li epiar near teads during which time he was president pro fem of that body; 
35-7, UnltedSttentoniey, eK Kann, dooascly Waban 
1855-37 ‘sonal 

sehen ‘Decem ‘same body: 

March 26, 1843—March 26, 1845, state auditor; died March 26, Bare Book of Tiel 


1905} Matemon and Seltry, A éstorical Kucyelopedia af Iilinois, roe), 
* Refers to a claim against the state for $50,000. 
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Ex. Depr. SPRINGFIELD Jan. 15/41 
To tHe Hon. THE SPEAKER oF THE House oF RErs. 

Sm: I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a letter of this 
date addressed to me by A. H. Bangs Esq of New York, who requested 
the same to be laid before the House over which you preside. 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obt Servt 
Signed Tuo. CARLIN 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD Jan. 18. 1841 
To THe Hont. SpPEAKER OF THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES: 

Srr: I have the honor to transmit to the House a Copy of a letter 
from Judge Young, explaining the manner in which he has appropriated 
the fifty thousand dollars of Canal Moneys heretofore retained in his 
hands. Enclosed you will also find copies of three papers relating to 


the same subject 
I am very Respectfully 


Your Obt Servt 
Signed To, CARLIN 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD Jan. 18th. 1841 
To THE Hon. SPEAKER OF THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sm: Enclosed I have the Honor to transmit to the House a Copy 
of a letter from the Fund Commissioners containing the intelligence that 
he had succeeded in paying the interest due on our State Bonds on the 
first Monday of the present month. 
T have the Honor to be 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Signed Tso CARLIN 
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Execurive Deeartment Jan 22, 1840 
To Tae Hon THE Speake oF THE SENATE. 

Tn) complyance [sic] with a resolution of yesterday requesting me to 
lay before the Senate a copy of all letters recieved [sic] by me from the 
fund Commissioners in relation to payment of interest on State Bonds 
and all other information in my possession on that subject, I have the 
Honor herewith to enclose the following viz:' 


A copy of x Datter frome Héchd. ¥. Barren: dasedl N-York Dee 27th. 1840 
“owe “ “ Jany rt 28¢¢ 


Exucutive DEPARTMENT 
Crry ov Sprincrrenp Jany 5, 844 
To tux Hon. Speaker or tit House or RrrreseNTATIVES 
St: T have the honor to communicate a Memorial of the Council 
and the House of Representatives of the Territory of Towa for an appro- 
priation to improve the rapids of the Mississippi River, which was 
enclosed to me by the Governor of said Territory with the request that 
the same be laid before the Legislature of this State 
Thave the honor to be 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt Servt. 
Signed Tho, Carin 


"These letters are in Senate Reports, 1840-41, 358-44. 
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State ov TLtiwo1s 
Exxcorive Department January 5. 1841 
To tae Hon Tar Spraker OF THE SENATE. 


‘Str: I have the honor to enclose to you, copy of a letter from Sam 
Allinson Esqr* of London with the request that the same may be laid 
before the House over which you preside. 

T have the to be, 
Respectfully &c. 
Signed THo, CARLIN 


State or Intrnors 
Executive Deparrwenr Jan. 5. 1841 
To His Excertency Tae Governor oF THE STATE o¥ Missourt: 
‘Sm: I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency, a demand for 
the arrest of Edward W, Thomas, John Lowery &cc. 
‘Will Your Excellency forward your warrant to “John Miller Sheriff,” 
Madison [County,] Edwardsville Hlinois,” 
T havé the Honor to be 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obt. Servant: 
THo CaRLin 
Governor of Titinois 


Starr oF Tntrnois 
Execurrve Derattaent January 5. 1844 

‘To tax Hon. Tue Speaker of THE House or RePResENTATIVES: 

‘Sir: I haye the honor to enclose to you a copy of a letter from Saml. 
Allinson Esq, of London, with the request that the same may be laid 
before the House over which you preside. 

T have the Honor to be 
Respectfully &c. 

Signed Tao Carus 

“This letter conveyed the intelligence of the Wright failure, Mr, Allinson states thy 
the failure was the result of animosity on the part of the Bank of England and join 
bankers (see Senate Reports, t8qo-¢t, 311-12). 


“Hi m County, W. R. Brink & Co., Bawardrelia Taal, 2669; h 
ives Andrey Miller os thc of Ms ‘Madison County at this tlme. = 
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Execunive Derr 
SPRINGFIELD Jan 29. 1841 
‘To Tae Hoxeraste [sic] SpEAKER oF THE House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Ste; I haye the Honor herewith to transmit to the House, a letter 
and petition from the “New York Historical Society” and Commend 
them to the favorable consideration of the Honerable [sic] body over 


which side, 
eae Lam very Respectfully 


Your Obt Servt 
‘Tro. CaRLiy 


Executive Departwent February] 3d. 1841 
To Tae How Tae SrrakER OF THE SENATE: 

Ste: Tn compliance with a resolution of the Senate, I have the Honor 
herewith to enclose, a Report! of the Honerable [sic] R. M. Young 
agent for the State of Illinois for negotiating loans for the benefit of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal, 

T have the honor to be Sir, 
Your Most Obt Servant. 
‘Tuo, Cagux 


Executive Derartuunt February 3d. 1842 
To tae Hon, Sreaxce or THE House or Repr. 
Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House, I have the honor 
herewith to enclose to you a Report of the Hon R, M, Young, agent for 
the State of Ilinois for negotiating loans, for the benefit of the Mlinois 


and Michigan Canal. 
T have the Honor to be Sir, 


Your Most Obt. Servt, 
Signed Tro, CARLIN 


‘Report of Richard M. Young is found in Senate Reports, 1840-43, 349-36 
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Srate or Luuinos Execurve DerartMent 

To THe Hon THE SPEAKER OF THE SENATE 

‘Sra: L have the honor to enclose to you copy of the Annual Report 
of the “Illinois Mutual Fire insurance Company,” made in pursuance 
of the 22d. Section of the act incorporating said Company 

Tam Sir, 

Springfield 4th. Feb. 1841. Respectfully &c. 

Signed Tso Carun 


Stare or Intrwots Executive DrrarTMeNT 
To rx Hon, THE Speaxer or rae House or Rergesentatives 


Sim: T have the honor to enclose to you copy of the Annual Report 
of the “Illinois Mutual Fire Insurance Company,” made in pursuance 
‘of the 22d. Section of the act incorporating said company. 

Tam Sir: 
Springfield 4th Feb, 1841 Respectfully &c. 

Signed ‘Two Cartan 


Exrcutive DrraRTMENT 
SprINcrreLD FEB. 6th. 184r 
‘To me How. Tar SPEAKER oF THE House or REPRESENTATIVES: 
‘Sir: T have the honor herewith to SI 
Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of t! 
Accompanying letter from the Govr. of said State, with ‘@ request that 
you should lay them before the House over which you preside. 
L have the honor to be 
Sir, 
Your Most Obt. servt 
Tro, 
Department oF STATE 
Sprinorrenp, Int 16th Feby. 
To re Quarrer Masrer GENERAL of THE Mf[rjiria oF THE 
. Stare or Intrvors z 
Sm: Enclosed I have the honor to send you copy of a Resolut 
of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the State 
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of Illinois now in Session, calling on me for information relative to the 
number and kind of arms belonging to the State there [sic] present loca~ 
tion, as also the points where companies in this State can be furnished 
with the same, 

T have to request that you will Report to me, 2o far as the informa- 
tion desired is in your possession that I may lay the same before the 
House from which said Resolution eminated [sic] 

T have the Honor to be Sir, 
Your most Obt Servt 

Signed THo. CARIN 


State oF Inurvors Executive DePARTMENT. 
Genttemen: T have the honor to enclose you copies of a Memorial? 
of the General Assembly of this State with the request that the same 
may be laid before the two Houses of Congress [of] which you are 
Members Tam 
You Obt. Servant, 
Signed Tao, CaRLin 
Governor of Illinois 


Executive DEPARTMENT February 22d 1841 
To tae Hon. Speaker or THE House or RepResENTATIVES. 
Ste: T have the honor herewith to lay before the House a preamble 
and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, in 
relation to the ‘Protective Policy.” 


to 
‘Senatort: Richard M. Young, Jonesboro; 
|. Representatives: John Reynolds, Belleviile; Zadok Casey, 
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Executive Department 
Sprrnorietp Feb, aad. 1842 
To tae Hon. THE SPEAKER OF THE SENATE, 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose a Resolution of the General Asscm- 
bly of the State of Alabama, directing the decision of the Supreme Court 
of that State to be sent to the several States of the Union, and also to 
Inform you that seven volumes of said Reports have been recieved [sic] 
at the Office of Secretary of State for our State, 

Permit me to suggest to Your Honerable [sic] body, the propriety 
of passing a similar resolution, in relation to the decisions of our Courts. 

I have the Honor to be your Obt Servt. 

Signed ‘Tro. CARLIN 


Execurive DrrartaEnr. 
SermorieLp Fepy a3d. 1841 

To THE Honeraste [sic] Sveaker or THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

Srr: [have the honor herewith to transmit to the House, a memorial 
of the Legislature of Michigan to the Congress of the United States in 
relation to the Construction of a “Ship Canal around the falls of St. 
Marie.”’ and also a resolution of the Legislature of that State, requesting 
said Memorial to be laid before your Honerable [sic] body. 

T have the honor to be 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Signed 


Boundry {sic}. 


Respectfully Your Obt. Servt. 
Signed Tao. Car 
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Execorive Devartent, 
Sreincrietp Feb 24/41 
To THE SPEAKER OF THE HovsE oF REPs. 

‘Sm: I have the honor herewith to lay before the House a series of 
Resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania in relation to the distri- 
bution of the Sales of Public Lands & relation to revising the Tariff 

Ihave the Honor to be 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Tao Carun 


State or Intinois Execurtve DepaRTMENT 
To tHe Hon. THE SPEAKER OF THE SENATE. 

Str: I haye the honor to enclose to you, (with the request that the 
same may be laid before the Senate) proceedings of a meeting of Canal 
Contractors, held at Lockport 18th November 1840, on the subject of 
bonds sold by their agent &c.* 

Knowing that the interest of said Contractors are directly concerned 
in the sale of said bonds, and from the fact of most of said con! 
have risked their al/, in endeavoring to comply with their contracts, 
I most cheerfully concur, with their request, that their views a 
in the proceedings of said meeting may be considered with such 
tion, as the Senate may in their wisdom concieve [sie] best adopted 
[sic] to answer the ends of justice and place said Contractors ch 
footing with respect to said board as shall be equitable to th 
as the State. 

Tam Sir 
Your Most Obt Servt. 
Springfield Feb. 26, 184: THo. CARLIN 
Signed 
"Sowate Jowmal, Baan, 444 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
SPRINGFIELD March 5. 1841 
To THe Hon Tae DELEGATION IN ConcREss FRoM ILLINOIS:* 
GenTLEMEN: I have the honor to enclose you copies of a Memorial* 
of the Legislature of this State praying Congress to locate and Establish 
a Marine Hospital at the City of Chicago with the request that the same 
may be laid before the two houses of Congress for their Consideration 
Iam Gentlemen 


Your Obt. Servt. 
Signed Tuo CARLIN 
Gov of Il. 
“Delegation in Congres from Ilinois—eenator: Richard M. Young, Jonesboro; 
Samuel McRoberts, Waterloo; representatives; John Reynolds, Belleville; Zador Casey, 


‘Mt. Vernon; John T. Stuart, Springfield (Blue Book of Uinois, 1905). 
"Senate Journal, 1840-41, 368. 


CHAPTER II 
EXECUTIVE LETTER-BOOK OF THOMAS FORD, 1842-45 


Execotive Depaatment 
Spaincrieip December 14h 1842 
To rae SENATE or THE Srate or Ittino1s, 

In pursuance of the third and sixth sections of an act to provide for 
the elections of Justices of the Peace in Naples and Meredosia and for the 
appointment of certain Notaries Public approved Feb. rst 1839. I 
Nominate to the Senate Solomon Parsons" to be Notary Public for the 
town of Griggsville in Pike County, in place of Ozias M Hatch? who 
has removed from said town, and thereby vacated his office, as it appears 
by the annexed certificate of Alexander Stare’ one of the representatives 
of said county, 

Thave the Honor &c. 
TxomAs Forp 


I do hereby certify that Ozias M, Hatch a resident of Pike County has 
removed from the town of Griggsville to that of Pittsfield county seat 
of said County 

Springfield December 1842 ALEXANDER STARNE 


‘Solomon Parsons: 2840-42, representative in General Assembly; 1853-54, 
sn om ies i aCe Ia Wood mated (eles Book of tina, 
1908). 

*Ozias M, Hatch: ah ne Pasian 


Assembly; 
Jesuary 33, 2857 January 26 #86, scretany of state; 1864, declined renomination to 
same ofce ad rtrd to private Men polisa Republcan; one of te orginal members 
the Hncoln Moromas Accession banking business at Griggevil 
died March 12, poner teen Saat fated made bee bee home since about 1856 (Bate- 
‘man and Selby, Historical Emcyclopedta af 1iinois, 1900; Blue Book of Eiinots, 1005). 

“Alexander Stame: 1842-45, representative fn the General Assembly; January 10, 
x6s3—Janusry 12, 1857, sscretary of state; 1862, member of Constitutional Convention; 
Tasuary 24, 186y—Janunry 9,186, wate tresarer, 871-75, state penator; ded March 
3,885: fa pollen « Democrat (Blue Boch of mol, 190g; Mose, isis Hiseriat 

nd Statistical, 189s)- 

8 
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ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT 
Sprrvorretp Dec. 17 1842 
To THE HONORABLE THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
Thereby nominate Ralph Hamlin Esq. to be Notary Public at Peoria 
in the County of Peoria in the place of William Mitchell' who has resigned 
‘Tuomas Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Sprmorrenp Dec 17, 1842 
To rae Hox, rae House or RerresENnratives 
‘The accompanying letter has been received from one of the creditors 
residing in London, it is communicated by me, to the General Assembly 
for their action, if indeed any thing, can be done in the case 
Thave the honor to be & 
‘THomas Forp 


Srate or Ittryors 


I Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Illinois do hereby certify 
that the Honourable Sidney Breese? of said State, was on the seventeenth 
day of this present month of December, chosen by the Legislature of 
this State, a Senator in Congress for the State of Illinois, for six years 

SSI Se 
hers maven a Paros. ded Novesber tp, Uigz wan e soso: Horn Coke Fe 
k ig Per iy pete letter oo edie). 

reset bora July x eon at Witsoe ew Yor cy, ete Mell 


Mlinois; 2853, publ Repos of tke 
Asa, served as Ueutenant-colonal of 
January ta, 1835--Februny t0, 184, 


November ag, 
6, ita Juse 28, 1878, justice of ‘Court of Ilinois; June 28, 1878, died at 
Pinckneyville; in politics oa Udit Wisrleal Collation, TV, 76, & 1). 
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from the fourth day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty three, as it appears to me of record 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sect my hand and affixed 
‘the Seal of State. 
(L.S.) Done at Springfield this nineteenth day of December in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty two, 
By the Governor 
Tuomas Forp 
Lyman Tromsutt* Sec. of State. 


Executive Drrartwent December 20. 1842 
To me Senate anp House oy RupRESENTATIVES. 

‘The Hon John Pearson* has resigned his seat in the Senate to take 
effect on the ust. day of January 1843. A writ of election will issue 
immediately to fill the vacancy. But the law as it now stands requires 
& longer previous notice of the election; and allows a longer time for 
the returns thereof to be made than is necessary for a special election 


T have the honor &e 


candidate for congressional nominat 
by French it sentation enor on Deneck Pee 

Siva ress tedpred te Oayeone Goa Ciena TB etal Cage aan 

Nebraska Democrat; rtes Senate through the influence 


Boek of Tinois, e903). 

"John Pearson: born January 23, +803, in Avon, New York; 2834, 
Princeton; studied Inw at West Avon; 1850, admitted to practice law at Ohio; 
1832, removed to Chleago, and a ltl later to Danville December, 183s, Hosted 10 
‘Democratic presidential elector; February 4. Cae 


1875, at Danville, Ilinois Biwe Book ef Linois, 199s; Iistory of Chicago, A. T. Andreas, 
Chicago, 1884; Hinory of Vermilion Cownty, Chapman Brothers, Chicago, 1889). 





FORD'S LETTER-BOOK, DECEMBER 22, 1842 a 


Exxcurtve Drparrugnr December 20 1842 
To tie Senate & House or RererseNranives, 

A vacancy has this day occured in the office of associate justice of 
the Supreme Court by the resignation of the Honorable Sidney Breese 
to take effect from and after the first day of January next,* 

Also a vacancy in the same office occured [sic] in June last by my own 
resignation which Jast vacancy was temporarily filled by my predecessor 
to continue until the end of the present Session of the General Assembly? 

T have the Honor to be &c 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive DevaRTMENT 
‘SpRINGFIELD Dec. at. 1842 
To rae Honouraste THE SreAKeR? oF THE House oy RepREsEN- 
‘TATIVES: 
Ste: T have the honor herewith to lay before the House of Represen- 
tatives the seventh annual Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois 


and Michigan Canal, and the accompanying documents. 
T have the honor to be & 
Tuomas Forp 


Exxcurive Derarturnt 
Sprincrieto Dec. 22 1842 
‘To THE Senare AND Hovse or Repnesentanives. 

Tncompliance with the joint resolution of the two Houses, requesting 
the Governor with the assistance of the Auditor and Fund Commissioner 
to enter into a negotiation with the Banks for the purpose of ascertaining 
upon what terms an amicable dissolution between the State and the 
Banks can be effected &c. I have the honor to report that having 
associated the Auditor and Fund Commissioner with me, We proceeded 


* Sidney Breese had been elected to the United States Senate three days before, 

* John D. Caton had been appointed to take Vord’s place as Judge August 20, 1842. 

* Samuel Hackelton: 1832-36, representative in General Assembly; 1836, Democratic 
presidential elector; 1846-40, state senator; 1842-44, member and speaker of the Lower 
House of the General Assembly (Blue Book of Lilinois, 1995), 
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to make the enquiries indicated in the resolution, The result will appear 
in the copies of the correspondence herewith submitted, 

Bad health on my part has hitherto prevented me from obtaining 
other useful information which might have been obtained; and the 
necessity of avoiding further delay in the action of the General Assembly 
makes it proper that the information already obtained should [be] 
immediately communicated 

I have the honor to be & 
THomas Forp 


Executive Derartwent Dec, 24. 1842 
To rae House or RepReseNTATIVEs 
I have the honor to lay before the House of Representatives, the 
accompanying resolution of the General Assembly of the State of Ver- 


mont agreeably to their request. X 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive Drranturnt 
Sprimorietp Dec, 27 1842 
To rat SENATE 
T nominate Oliver Whitaker to be Notary Public for the County of 
Stark, in place of Christopher Sammis who has removed from said 
County. 
Tuomas Forp 


Execurive DepartMent 
Sprincrrerp Dec. 30, 1842 
To rae How, Tue Speaker or THe SENATE.* 
Sm: I have the honor to lay before the Senate the Seventh Annual 
Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and 
the accompanying documents, 


T have the honor to be &c 
‘Tuomas Forp 


* John Moore: born September 8, 1703. in Lincolnshire, England; A Sigel 
Linois 1858-10, representative in General Amembly; 1840, clected atat 
ber 8 1842—December 9, 1846, licutenant-governor of Ilinols; 
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Sprincrreto Ivinots Sth of January 1843 

Sm; The enclosed resolutions,* were passed with great unanamity, 
[sie] by the General Assembly of this State; and they have directed me 
to forward a copy of them. 

Now that you have retired to a private station, and are no longer 
looked to as the source of patronage and emolument; these resolutions 
cannot be attributed to any disposition to conciliate you, for the attain- 
ment of base Selfish ends, They are the offspring of a spontancous 
and generous feeling to do you justice in your old age; and to vindicate 
your reputation, after a life of patriotic labor from the aspersions which 
‘your enemies have endeavored to cast upon it. 

In complying with the direction of the General Assembly I deem 
it a fit occasion, to assure you, that no member who voted for those 
resolutions entertains the opinion, that the remission of the fine imposed 
upon you by Judge Hall, would be desirable to you on account of being 
restored to the possession of a paltry sum of money. You are as inca- 
pable of wishing it, for that purpose, as the General Assembly of asking 
ity 
1846, lieutenant of Company "8," Fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; July 4, 3846, 
elected Heutenant-cofonel of same rece 


1863 (Blue Book Book of Hine ay ol mee 
x 
Historksl Eneydapedia of Iinois, ipo). 
en ee bee enene Testa 
‘The conduct of (Cisersl Anion Jasin Joins Sikes of Haw Orlogns 
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It could only be agreeable to you or desired by a generous people, 
because in the evening of your long, eventful and illustrious life, such an 
act would wipe forever from your fair fame, a blot, with which your 
enemies and the enemies of our free institutions, have endeavored to 
tarnish it, 

"The General Assembly of this State and the people whose liberties 
you have fought for vindicated and protected devoutly hope that this 
fine may be speedily remitted by Congress; so that the termination of 
your useful and illustrious life, may be as calm, as happy, and as peace- 
ful, as your public career has been fortunate and glorious for 
your Country 

T have the honor to be 
Your most Obedient 
Servant 
Tromas Forp 
General Andrew Jackson 
Nashville 
Tenn, 


Execurtve DerArtMent 
Sertnorrerp Jan. rrth 1843 
To rae Srware & House or House or Represenratives 
I wish to call the attention of the General Assembly to the present 


Hel 


was issued, 
A Hall, jodge of the Distect Court of the United States 


hig 
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of the public officers to contract for fire wood, candles and stationary 
[sie] for the use of the General Assembly; and to pay postage on all 
communications received at the post office, But for want of current 
funds in the treasury; and because of the great uncertainty which exists, 
as to whether any measures will be adopted to replenish the Treasury it 
has been impossible for the public officers to procure supplies for the use 
of the legislature: or to procure any thing to be done for the State with- 
‘out enormous prices, The article of wood alone of which a great amount 
is necessarily consumed could be purchased with cash at the rate of 
$1.75 per cord; but in the means of payment proposed by the state it 
cannot be purchased for less than $3.50. Candles can be purchased 
with cash at thirty seven and one half cents per pound, but with warrants 
or depreciated paper, they cannot be purchased at less than one dollar 
per pound. uery thing else in proportion, 

As the Government of the United States will receive nothing but 
current funds in payment of postage the State is absolutely without 
the means of getting a letter out of the post office without taking Auditors 
warrants or depreciated paper from the Treasury and exposing them 
in market for what they will bring, to raise the necessary funds. From 
the very necessity of the case, this practice has been tollerated [sic] 
heretofore, though unauthorised by law but will not be continued after 
the General Assembly have had time to act upon that subject unless 
the practice shall be continued by law. 

No letter not post paid will be taken out of the post office, addressed 
to any Department of the Government after the adjournment of the 
Legislature unless some further provision shall be made for the payment 
‘of postage. 

‘The Contingent expenses of the General Assembly and the several 
Executive departments, are very considerable even when made in cash; 
but swell to an enormus [sic] sum when paid as demanded in depre- 
ciated paper or warrants. The people have findly [sic] looked to the 
present Session for a very considerable reduction of public expenditures; 
And [ am satisfied that every disposition exists on the part of the General 
Assembly to accomplish their most sanguin [sic] expectations, But we 
are really in danger, from the causes above enumerated and others of 
making the expenses of]this'session far exceed, thoseZof"any former 
session of the General Assembly. 

T therefore recommend that if any action is to be bad at this Session, 
to put the finances‘of;the State upon_a sound footing that it should take 
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place immediately, before further expenditures shall be made, at the 
uinous prices now demanded. 

‘I desire also to call the attention of the General Assembly to the sub- 
ject of reduction of taxes, and to urge by all meane that no such reduction 
shall be made as will yield an inadequate revenue. Nothing can pos- 
sibly be gained by such a reduction, but the State must necessarily be a 
great looser [sic]. If the revenue shall be so diminshed as to be insuf- 
ficient to pay the current expenses, it is obvious that the State must 
pay an increased price for every thing of a contingent character; and 
that increased price will rise just in proportion as the revenue shalll be 
deficient 

T have the Honor to be &c 
Tuomas Forp 


Execurive Department 
SPRINGFIELD, Jan, 13-1843 


‘To THE Hon. THE SENATE, 
I nominate De Grass Salsbury to be notary public for the County 
of Bureau in place of John H. Bryant* resigned 


‘Taowas Forp 


Execurive DEPARTMENT 
‘SPRINGFIELD Jan. 13. 1843 
T nominate Henry W. Moore* of Gallatin County to be Commissioner 
of the Gallatin County Saline in pursuance of the rst. and 6th Sections 
of “an Act to amend an act entitled An act relating to the Gallatin 


Book of Iino, an oe ‘Doily News Almancc, 1903). 


ue to Iltinols from the East, probably Massachusetts; read 
1848, emigrated to California and died on the way (Palmer, 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
SpriNcrigtp Jany, 13. 1843 
To tHe Hon. SENATE. 


I nominate Joseph Filkins to be Notary public for the County of 
‘Tuomas For 


‘To Viner. Hickox: or SprincrreLp, Normon H Purrre* or Peoria 

and Henry G Corron? or Orrawa 

Gentiescen: You are hereby appointed a committee in pursuance 
‘of the foregoing preamble and Resolution of the General Assembly 
to investigate the accounts of the State Bank of Illinois, and to ascertain 
the true statement of such accounts and the balance due to or from 
said Bank upon a fair and equitable settlement taking into view the 
various subjects embraced in the preamble aforesaid, and you are 
requested toreport the result of your investigation tothe General Assembly 


at the earliest possible period. 
In testimony whereof I have herewith set my hand and affixed 
(L, S,) the seal of State, Done at Springfield the r7 day of January in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & forty three. 
By the Goy. Troms Forp 


* Virgil Hickox: born July £3, 1866, in Jefferson County, New York; received common- 
pees Siotens apetiog vB, wariet wots s0ib as, wood uss cpa iB 
este: tas, reac to alent TNSets: Map, had. cous cey ft: Setngtalds 
Borat ctor of the State Baik of nos 18st, fntorested in building & railroad from 

u chairman of Democratic 


*Norman H. Purple: born March 20, ros. in Otsego County, New York; 
pee anebes etien is) July, 1837. eg redpisacen gran ight} ery 
as seer af Ninth Judicial Di ‘844, Democratic elector; 


Sioedltel 
y(n 


*Menry G, Cotton; ike atealci't aa Lilinois, “:Bagrs6, Jadge of LaSalle 
County; died December 7, +836 (Palmer, Bench and Bar of Ilinois). 


telat 
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Executive DerartMent 
‘SPRINGFIELD Jan. a1. 1843 
‘To tme House or REPRESENTATIVES 
T have the honor to lay before the House of Representatives the fol- 
lowing report of the lands selected by the agents of this State under the 
provisions of an act of Congress Approved March 19. 1842 entitled 
“An Act to authorize the Governors of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas 
to cause to be selected the lands therein Mentioned” being a part of 
the lands granted to the State of Iinais by an Act of Congress 
Sept 4. r8qx entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the Sales 
of the public lands and to grant preemption rights|""]; and which report 
is an addition to one communicated to the House of Representatives 
by my predecessor at the commencement of the Session 
Thave the honor to be &c 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD Jan 23rd. 1843 
To mux Senate, 


Tnominate Samuel F Price to be public Administrator of Alexander 
County Also William G Goforth to be Administrator of St Clair County, 
Also Theodore Engelman* to be Notary Public for St Clair County, 

Tuomas Forp 


Executive Deparraent 
SpRincrreLp Jany. 25. 1843 
T nominate Norman H. Purple Esq. to be Bank Commissioner under 
the provisions of an act entitled, “An act to diminish the State debt and 
put the State Bank into liquidation.” Approved Jany 24. 1843. 
Tuomas Forp 


Bavaria; educated in » German university; studied 
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Execorve Department 
Sprincrctp Jany, 26, 1843 
‘To tHe Senare 
Tnominate Henry Brown* to be Notary Public for the City of Chicago 
in the County of Cook in the place of Walter Kimball remoyed from 
said County 
‘Taomas For> 


Exxcutive DEPARTMENT 
Sprincrretp Jan. 31 1843 
I nominate James McCoy? to be Notary Public in the County of White- 
side. 
Thaye the honor to be &e 
‘Tnowas Forp 


Execorive DEPARTMENT 
SeRINoFretD Feb 2. 1843 
T nominate Lewis B, Wynne} to be Public Administrator of Menard 


I have the honor to be &. 
Tuowas Forp 


own: Dora May 45, 1780, a Hebron, Tolland County, Connecticut; ee 
Canandaigua, aod 





tape fa palloca a Dscocra andl sh46 wea he Sood the Fier Sl Pu tye 
(History of Cook County, A. T. Andreas, Chicago, 188+). 
* James McCoy: born September 22, 1816, in Greeabrice County, Virginis; licensed 





*Lewis B. Wynne! 1842-46, state senator (Blue Book af Illinois, 2308). 
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Executive, DerartMent 
Sprinorrenp Feb, 6, 1843 

Thave the honor to lay before theHouse of Representatives a preamble 
and resolution of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina 
on the subject of Federal relations and the tariff. 

Also resolutions of the General Assembly of Georgia on the subjects 
of the repudiation and assumption of State debts; and also on the sub- 
ject of imprisonment of free negroes under the laws of those States which 
forbid the ingress of such persons within their Borders 


To tHe Senate & House or REPRESENTATIVES, 

In pursuance of the joint resolution of the two Houses on the subject 
of the fine imposed—on General Jackson by Judge Hall at New Orleans. 
I transmitted copies of the same to the Senators and each of the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress from this State; and also a copy to General 


Jackson, In reply to which he desires me to convey to the General 
Assembly his warmest acknowledgments. I do not know how T can 
better comply with his request than by laying before you a copy of his 
Ietter,t which is herewith transmitted. 
T have the honor to be & 
Tomas Forp 


"General Jackson's letter, copied from Senate Reports, 242-43, 167-68. 


Hiremrrace, January 24, 1845 
“Sra: hare Ea pond heeten ey Segment 
State of Illinois which 


and for your 
tithe for ary happlocey please © accept my cncere thax 
"Tam, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 


“Hoa. Thomas Ford, Governot of Titinois.”” 





FORD'S LETTER-BOOK, FEBRUARY 8, 1843 ST 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Sprincrretp Feb. 6, 1843 
T nominate Albert E. Smith to be Notary Public for the County of 
‘McHenry, 
Talso nominate Charles D. Pulver to be Notary. Public at Pleasant 
Groves in the Co. of McHenry agreeably to the petitions of fifty legal 


voters of said County 5 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive DerArTMENT 
SprmorreLp Jan. 6, 1843 
To tae Senate & Hous or REPRESENTATIVES 
T have the honor to lay before the General Assembly a letter from 
Governor Carlin containing information of great importance concern- 
ing his negotiation of State bonds; and in accordance with the sugges 
tion therein contained I respectfully recommend to the Legislature to 
make some proyision by laws for getting up, taking an account of and 
destroying all bonds which can be procured, or which may in any wise 
be returned to the State 
T have the honor to be &c 
Tomas Forp 


P.S. The Bonds alluded to by Governor Carlin being ror in number, 
as being in possession of Genl. Fry have been by him delivered to me 
and are now in my possession 

Two. Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Sprivortety Feb. 8. 1843 

To THe SENATE AND House oF REPRESENTATIVES 

‘The State Bank has filed in the Secretaries [séc] Office a written consent 
under its Corporate Seal to the provisions of an act entitled an Act 
“To diminish the State debt and put the State Bank into Liquidation” 
and has also delivered to me one Million seven hundred and eighty six 
thousand dollars in State Bonds and also the further sum of two hundred 


and eighty seven thousand five hundred and one dollar & fifty one cents 
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in Auditors certificates Making in the whole the sum of two Million 
seventy three thousands five hundred and one dollars and fifty one cents 
of state debt which is at once and forever extinguished under the pro- 
visions of the above recited act, The occasion is fit & proper for con- 
gratulation we have thus fortunately and happily made a commencement 
in the great work of extinguishing the State debt and that we have suc- 
ceeded in dissolving without loss to the State the odious connexion 
between Bank & State which has heretofore existed in the business of 
Bank Speculation. 

One hundred thousand dollars of the bonds delivered to me have been 
hypothicated [sic{ to the Bank by the Fund Commissioner for a loan of 
fifty thousand dollars which had not been repaid the delivery of these 
bonds has extinguished that debt in addition to which the Bank 
has entered a credit in favor of the Fund Commissioner for the further 
sum of fifty thousand dollars to be taken into account in the final settle- 
ment with that officer, 

The Auditors certificates were the evidences of a claim by the Bank 
‘on the State for monies paid in redeeming Auditors warrants and were 
equal to so much cash advanced to pay current expences [sic]. 

By getting up these certificates a debt is extinguished to the amount 
of $287.s01.51/100 contracted to pay ordinary expences [sic] and 
occasioned by a too liberal appropriation of money from the Treasury 
and a deficiency of revenue. 

This claim being now extinguished I am happy to state that a settle- 
ment has been made between the Auditor of Public Accounts and the 
Bank and that the Auditor has obtained from the Bank a full receipt 
for all demands arising out of the connexion between the Bank and the 
‘Treasury, the State now owes the Bank nothing on account of that con- 
nexion and the debt due by the State to others on account of the ordinary 
and domestic Administration of the Government has been so reduced 
that on the first day of this month it amounted only to the sum of 
$40,858..92/r00 in place of $328,360. 43/100 the sum to which it would 
have amounted if this arrangement with the Bank had not been made, 

This debt of $40.858.92/100 is not duc to the Bank but to indi- 
viduals who hold that amount of out standing Auditors Warrants which 
have not been redeemed by the Bank. 

It is proper also to remark that I have been informed at the 
‘Treasurers Office that their [sic] is now in the Treasury the sum of 
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$28.159.9r/100 in the notes of the two Banks which although greatly 
depreciated can be made available by authorizing them to be paid out at 
two dollars for one, to reduce the present indebtedness of the ‘Treasury 
to $26.778.97/100 thus placing the State in a better condition in regard 
to its debt contracted for ordinary expences [sic] than it has been for 
many years past. With a little econemy [sic] and a wise foresight as 
{to} the future the Treasury may easily be kept in this enviable condition. 

As yet their [sic] has been no settlement between the Fund Commis- 
sioner and the Bank and I am therefore not prepared at this time to 
inform the General Asesmbly how an adjustment of the accounts between 
‘them will result though I have reason to believe that no great difference 
exists in the accounts on either side. The Bonds and Certificates 
received from the Bank have been duly registered in the Sec. Office 
and I will be prepared agreeably to have to produce them in front of the 
State House at two oclock on Thursday the ninth day of this month 
that they may be distroyed [sic] in the presence of the General Assembly 

Tam most respectfully &c 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Sprrvorieip, Feb. 9. 1843 
To me Hovsr or REPRESENTATIVES 
Thave the honor herewith to lay before the House of Representatives 
a report of the Board of Auditors, made in pursuance of the “Act creat- 
ing a Board of Auditors to settle the Accounts of contractors on the Pub- 
ie Works” Approved Feb, 26. 1841. 
T have the honor to be & 
Tuomas Forp 


Execoniye DEPparTwENt 
SPRINGFIELD February roth 1343, 
T nominate Adams Dunlap* to be Notary Public for the County of 
Schuyler. 
THomas Forp 


332, Demgcnle elector: May 21, x847-—November 2, 18 
captain of Tadependcntcmapay In Mescan Wat (Blue Book of Mian, goss Adan 
General's Reports). 
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Execorive DerarTaent 
Sprinrietp Feb. 10, 1843. 

In obedience to a resolution of the Senate pase-d this day requesting 
the Governor Secretary of State and Fund Commissioner to communicate 
to the Senate whether the whole amount of bonds and other evidences of 
indebtedness required by law to be burned in the presence of the General 
Assembly were actually so burned and distroyed [sic] &c. We have 
the honor to state that State bond to the amount of One Million seven 
hundred and eighty six thousand dollars received from the State Bank; 
and also the amount of two hundred and cighty seven thousand five 
hundred and one dollars and fifty one cents in Auditors Certificates 
Surrendered by the Bank that being the whole amount required by law 
to be burned by the Governor, were actually burned and distroyed 
[sic] in front of the State House on the oth inst. The numbers and 
discription [sic] of said bonds and other indebtedness have been regis- 
tered in the Secretaries [sic] Office and open to the inspection of any 
Member of the Senate, 

‘We have learned that the Fund Commissioner soon after the burning 
of bonds above alluded to, also burned a large quantity of bonds and as 
we do not know the number amount or discription [sic] of the bonds 
burned by him we refer to him for information on that subject, 


Nore.—t have heard that one coupon of $30 of the discription [sic] 
ordered to be burned has been found unconsumed. iar 
. Forp 


Executtve Derarrwent 
Sparcrrerp Feb, 11, 1843 
T nominate William B, Parker to be Notary Public for the Town of 
Tremont in the County of Tazewell agreeably to the prayer of the annexed 


petition of fifty legal voters of the said County, 
‘THomas Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Sprmverrep Feb. 16. 1843 
I nominate John P. Haggard of Carthage Hancock County to be 
Public Administrator for the County of Hancock 
‘THomas Forp 
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Executive DeragtMent 
Sprincriztp Feb, 16. 1843 
T nominate to the Senate $. Robbins to be Notary Public and Public 
Administrator for the County of Grundy 
‘Tuomas Forp 


Executive DrPARTMENT 
Sruincrretp Feb. 20. 1843 
Thave the honor to lay before the House of Representatives a letter from 
Gov, Carlin and accompanying documents; relating to the selection 
of lands, last summer, under the provissions [ic] of the act of Congress 
Authorizing the arisaas of Wile Slat Go te 16h laches tees 
therein mentioned 
T am most respectfully &e 
‘Taomas Forp 


ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT 
Srrivcrrewp, Feb. 20, 1843 


T nominate John McDonald to be public Administrator for the County 
of Calhoun 


Tuomas Forp 


Execorive DrparTMext 
SrRINcrIELD Feb. 20. 1843 
T nominate Bryan Shawneesey* to be Notary Public for the County of 
Alexander 
‘Tomas Forp 


Exzcumve Drrarrurnr 
Sprrorieiy Feb, 21. 1843 
T nominate Lansing B, Nichols to be Public Administrator for the 


Tomas Forp 


(Shannemy): born January rs, 146, in County Limerick, 
the United States, settling at New Orleans where he worked 
commie ce ifiy8, wont to Cairo as contractor 
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Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD, Feb. arst 1843 
nominate William B. Doolittle to be notary public in and for the town 
of Pekin, in the County of Tazewell in pursuance of the annexed petition, 
Tuomas Forp 


Executive DeraRtuent 
Sprinorrep Feb, 23. 1843 
T nominate William B. Doolittle to be Notary Public for the town of 
Pekin in Tazewell County, his appointment on the 2rst inst, having 


Deen vacated by a law passed the same day. 
Tuomas Forp 


Execurive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD March 2. 1843 
To THe Senate & House or Representatives. 

‘The president of the Bank of Illinois at Shawnectown, did on the 
27th day of Feb last in pursuance of the act entitled “An act to reduce 
the State debt one Million of dollars and put the Bank of Illinois into 
Liquidation.” Approved Feb. 25 1843 pay over to me State bonds 
scrip and other indebtedness of the State to the amount of five hundred 
thousand dollars which are now being registered in the Office of Secretary 
of State and will be ready to be produced before the General Assembly 
in front of the State House at two oclock of Saturday next, in order that 
the same may be distroyed [sic]. 

T have also entered into a contract with the Bank of Illinois for the 
delivering of the residue of five hundred thousand dollars of the State 
indebtedness with interest, within one year from the 27th day of Feb. 
last and have assigned to the said Bank five hundred thousand dollars 
of the Stock of the Bank owned by the State, 

T have the honor to be & 
Tuomas Forp 
Note.—Of the indebtedness received forty one thousand dollars is 


of the bonds issued on account of completing the Northern Cross rail 
road. 





FORD'S LETTER-BOOK, MARCH 3, 1843 


Exxcuttve DEPARTMENT 
Sprinorieip March 3. 1843 
I nominate B. K. Hart, Peter Merrill and William Montgomery to be 
of the Penitentiary at Alton. 

Also Thomas Morris of Gallatin County, William H Bissell: of 
St Clair County and Murray MeConnel* of Morgan County to be Bank 
Commissioners under and by virtue of an act entitled ‘An act to put 
the Bank of Illinois into liquidation,” Approved Feb. 25. 1843. 

Tsomas Forp 


Exxcottve Departuent 
Sprmorierp March 3. 1843 
I nominate James C. Sloo, John Crenshaw and Orville Sexton to be 
directors on the part of the State of the Bank of Illinois at Shawnee- 


nm 
Tuomas Forp 


* Willian H. Bissell: born April ag, 28:2, in Yates County, New York; received fair 
‘education; ae Jefferson Medical College; removed to M« County, 


wheee he 

Taw and was admitted to bar; 
June 39, t846—June 18, 1557, colonel of 
derved with distinction expecially at 


BE 


A 
tai 
Hil 











To Cot Caaxtes Oaxtey & tHe How. Micnart Ryan 
Agents to receive subscriptions for completing the Illinois & 
Michigan Canal 

GexTLemen: I have seen with regret that some enemy of the State 
of Illinois, (probably resident among us) is endeavoring by publications 
in the Atlantic Newspapers to make the impression that the Legislature 
and public authorities of this State are not to be trusted for a further 
advance of money for the Illinois & Michigan Canal, although the 
State tenders as a pledge that which all admit to be an ample security. 

‘The late Canal law grants the Canal the Canal lands and some 
thousands of town and city lots, the water power and all the appurte- 
nances of the Canal, to trustees for the security for such subscribers as 
will advance the further sum of one million six hundred thousand dol- 
Jars for the completion of the Canal; and ultimately for the payment 
of the whole canal debt heretofore contracted. But it is pretended by 
the writers before alluded to, that the dominant party in this State, in 
whose hands the political power now is and where it will most probably 
continue, profess to believe, and do believe in the right of the Legis- 
Tature, at a subsequent session, to repeal at will all such contracts and 
solemn engagements as may have been invited and entered into at a 
previous session. 

‘That consequently the subscribers to such a loan would be endan- 
gered in their security by wayward and fickle Legislation in future. 
‘There can be no imputation more unjust than this; and there is 
a colorable ground for putting it forth. No citizen of this State, with 
whose opinions f am acquainted, believes in any such opinion; nor 
does any one within the compass of my knowledge, believe that where 
capitalists are invited by an act of the Legislature to expend their money 
here in making internal improvements, and where they actually do make 
such an expenditure upon an express pledge of property, that such an 
act can be repealed; or that there is any power known to the Constitu- 
tion, capable of resuming the grant, or annihilating the pledge. 

These writers for proof of their assertion, produce the acts repealing 
the charters of the Banks of Illinois and Cairo; which at first view and 
without explanation would seem to sanction this imputation upon the 
late session of the General Assembly. But when the matter is properly 


OO ———————— 
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understood, it will be clearly perceived that there is no ground for the 
horrible aspersion which the fricnds of those rotten and swindling 
banks, have endeavored to fasten upon the authorities of this State; 
merely for purposes of revenge upon the friends of the Canal, who voted 
for those acts of repeal; and for the accomplishment of ulterior political 
objects 

And now I propose to give you this explanation in an authori[taltive 
and authentic form, so that in a distant country, where proof of the falsity 
of this slander may not be easily obtained, you may not be embarrassed 
by it, in your negotiations. 

‘The truth then is, that both of those Banks were created by the Legis- 
lature of the Hllinois Territory, the first on the 28th day of Decm. 1816, 
and the other on the oth day of January 1818, 

In the month of August 1818, the Territorial Government was 
abolished by the adoption of a State Constitution and the subsequent 
admission of Ilinois into the federal union upon an equal footing with 
the original States. The Constitution then adopted and still in force, 
contains the following provision, ‘There shall be no other Banks or 
monied institutions in this State, but those already provided by law, 
except a State Bank and its branches which may be established and 
regulated by the General Assembly of the State as they may think 

” 

‘The Banks of Ilinois and Cairo came under the description con- 
tained in this article as “being already provided by law,” and the charter 
of the Bank of IMlinois would have expired by its own limitation on the 
rst day of Jan, 1837, if the General Assembly of the State had not on 
the 12th day of Feb 1835, renewed and lengthened it out. 

‘There have always been many intelligent persons of both political 
parties who conscienciously [sie] beleived [ric] that under the Constitu- 
tion quoted above, the General Assembly had no power to extend that 
charter. They believed it to have been the intention of the framers of 
the Constitution, to have but one Bank and {ts branches in the State; 
and that the provision in favor of such Banks as had been “already 
provided by law” was ingerted merely by way of protection to existing 
charters; intending that those Banks should forfeit no right acquired 
by Territorial legislation, but at all events cease to exist with the law 
creating them, and give place to the sole dominion of « State bank there- 
after, in the power of the Legislature to establish. And it was in virtue 
of this belief that a large number of the Members af the General Astem- 
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bly at the late session voted for a repeal of the law extending the charter 
of the Bank of Ilinois, 

Tt is also a fact that the Bank of Illinojs continued to do business 
under its Territorial Charter until about the year 1821, at which time it 
ceased business, and never had any kind of organization whatever until 
the year 1835. 

‘Thus a space of time had intervened of about rq years, during which 
‘time it was to all intents and purposes defunct in point of fact; and this 
hiatus in its operation was regarded by many as an effectual cessation 
of existence; leaving nothing to revive or continue by the act of 1835. 

Others objected to it because it had been notoriously insolvent, in 
the usual acceptation of the term, for most of the time since the year 
1837; having been nearly all that time in a state of suspension of specie 

and as most of the members of the General Assembly were of 
opinion, in open breach of its charter. By means of which the people 
of this State complain of immense loss and injury from the great expan- 
sion of its circulation and the consequent depreciation of its notes in 
their hands, This has been the condition not only of the Bank of Illi- 
nois, but of the State Bank, and the Bank of Cairo; and this condition 
of things has been borne by the people of this State, until endurance 
ceased to be a virtue, They consequently were bound, not only by the 
Jaws of self preservation; and good neighborhood to the people of the 
adjacent States and Territories who suffers [sic] equally with themselves, 
to drive those banks into an honest and faithful discharge of their duties; 
or to abate altogether the nuisances by which they had hitherto been 
annoyed. ‘The State Bank was brought to a sense of its duty and under 
‘a law passed at the Iate session has gone into voluntary liquidation. 

The Bank of Illinois, for a time, openly declared its intention to set 
the power of the Legislature at defiance; and to continue the nefarious 
system of banking in which it had been engaged for many years past. 

‘The Bank of Cairo never accepted of its Territorial charter nor was 
any Stock ever subscribed, or any kind of organization attempted until 
about the year 1837. ‘Thus a period of x9 years had elapsed without 
any visible sign of its existence; when it suddenly came into being as 
a new creature, under pretence of an old Charter, the memory of which 
had come down to but few of the present generation; and which 
many intelligent persons believed was entirely defunct by reason of long 
and continual non use, 

‘This Jatter bank also, as T am informed, and as it was generally 
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believed by the General Assembly, never paid specie for its liabilities 
atany time. It went into operation under a general suspension of specie 
payments and availed itself of the general delinquency of banks in this 
respect, to put itself upon an equality as to credit with the best of them; 
and by this means obtained such a circulation for its paper, and so 
expanded its discounts that it could never have hoped to have redeemed 
its notes with gold and silver coin. 

Tt was understood, also, that the bank of Cairo had abandoned 
whatever of a pretended charter it had theretofore laid claim to, by 
an assignment of all its effects, and a voluntary resignation of all its 
directors and officers, without any elections to fill the vacancies thereby 
oceasioned. 

‘The law of repeal therefore could not have been an act of violence, 
and could only have been intended to prevent any future resurrection 
of this swindling concern. 

Under these circumstances the Legislature believed that if those 
banks ever had any legal anil constitutional existence, the law of their 
being had been so repeatedly and constantly violated by the banks, 
that the State as one of the contracting parties was no longer bound by 
the contract implied in their charters. They believed it to be fully 
competent for the Legislature to repeal a charter when it had been repeat- 
edly and notoriously violated by the corporators; when it had altogether 
ceased to answer the purposes for which it was enacted; and when its 
very existence was a nuisance to all the country round, within and without 
the State. 

You will therefore not fail to perceive that the repeal of these charters, 
does not at all demonstrate that the dominant party in this State are 
so reckless and desperate, and so little regardful of private rights that 
they would wantonly and wilfully repeal even the charter of a bank 
if it should appear that legal and constitutional charter existed; or unles 
[sie] the corporation had it-self first openly and notoriously set the law of 
its being at defiance; and this power I believe is not only claimed but 
exercised by most of the States of the Union. 

‘And these repealing laws do not at all prove that the Legislature 
claim to repeal a legislative grant of land; where money has been 
advanced on the faith of it in works of internal improvements I think I 
may venture safely to affirm that there is not any one man in the State 
of Illinois either in or out of the Legislature, who believes or contends 
that a legislative grant of lands, or any interest in real estate, consum- 
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mated by an advance or expenditure of money, can be repealed or 
nullified by any power on earth. 

But further, to show conclusively that the Legislature of this State 
do not hold to or act upon principles tending to the destruction of private 
rights, and to the invasion of private property, but only intend as a mat- 
ter of police to exercise the power of compelling corporations, as well 
as individuals, to obey the laws, and so to use their property as not to 
annoy their neighbors. I haye furnished you with truc copies of all the 
Taws enacted at the late session on the subject of banks. By which 
you will percieve [sic] that altho the General Assembly greatly desired 
to get rid of our broken and rotten banking system, yet in accomplishing 
that desirable object, you can not fail to discover abundant evidence of 
a tender solicitude for private rights, in the mode adopted for winding 
them up. You will also perceive, that the law repealing the charter 
of the bank of Ilinois is accompanted by another which enables it on 
favorable terms for creditors, stockholders, and all interested, to go into 
a voluntary liquidation under the direction of its own officers. 

It may be asked with reason, of what valuable property has [sic] those 
banks been deprived? Can it be contended that a franchise for bank~ 
ing is valuable property when the Bank itself is insolvent, and by the 


very fact of hopeless insolvency it is unable to exercise any of its functions 
without fraud upon the whole community. 
All of which I hereby certify to be true, under my hand and the great 
‘Seal of State the day and year first herein above written. 
Tuomas Foxp 


Insrructions To Exzyan ApAMs AND Joun M. KeLty 

1. Mr. Adams and Mr, Kelly, in estimating the value of the land, 
will take into consideration the value of State bonds and scrip. 

2. Inestimating the value on work done, materials &c. they will take 
into consideration the original cost and subsequent deterioration, together 
with the value of State bonds and scrip. They will provide themselves 
with the reports of the Board of Public works, showing the original 
costs, and they will take into consideration algo, the price at which the 
work could be done, the materials furnished, and the right of way pur- 
chased, according to the present prices of labor, provisions, and lands, 

3. They will begin first on the Central railroad at the mouth of the 
Ohio, and proceed north, valuing and noting the land along the line, 
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belonging to the State; and estimating the value of the work done by 
separate sections of one mile each. 

4 They will be furnished with one hundred and fifty dollars each, 
advanced to pay their expenses and compensation, both of which are 
rated at three dollars per day; and they will be required to use the utmost 
despatch, beginning at the mouth of the Ohio, on the rst Monday in 
May. 

z Tuomas Forp 


‘SrarNcrieLp March 15 1843 

Dear Sir: You inform me that you have a proposition to make to 
the Executive Authority of this State for a purchase of rail road iron & 
that it is your intention to visit Meredosia, Alton and Shawneetown for 
the purpose of ascertaining the amount at those several places belonging 
to the State 

Tf you do so I have to request that you will call on Mr Conn and 
cither of the Messers Thompsons at Meredosia, and get them to certify 
the amount of rail road iron at that place, 

At Alton it is my request that you will call on Col, Buckmaster and 
some of the Inspectors of the Penitentiary and get them to certify the 
quantity on hand there and also the amount of the same which will be 
necessary to be retained for Penitentiary purposes, 

At Shawneetown you will please call on Mr John Marshall* and 
get either him or the Sheriff of Gallatin County to certify the amount 
on hand at that place. 

1am most respectfully Yours & 
‘Tromas Forp 
Mr. H. Bigelow 


Spamcrretp March r5 1843 
How Jort A. Martrsox? 

Str: You named to me during the Winter that you wished to pur- 
chase 2 lot of rail road iron belonging to the State. Mr, Bigelow has 
‘Jolin Marshall: June 7, 2814, appoiated justice of the peace of Gallatin County by 
Ninian Edveards; August, #815, appointed judge of the County Court for Gallatin 
County; January 16, 1815, appointed judge of the County of Gallatin for three years: 
‘Ase ty, 1616; sopalaed Jsic of the peace of Gallatin County: s8:8-20,reoresetativa 

the General Assembly (nots Hivorical Calleclon, IV: Blue Book of Tina, 1908). 


*Joel A. Matteson: born August 8, 1208, at Watertown, New oe), in te 
‘school and engaged in business; +852, begin work ax foreman on 
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returned here and wishes to buy the whole lot on hand at $45 per ton in 
internal improvement bonds and scrip for the president of the Board of 
Public Works in Michigan as he says I hope you will let me know how: 
much you want; what price you will give and how soon it can be paid 
Tam most respectfully 
Your most obedient 
Servant 
Txomas Forp 


Executive Derarrmenr 
Srmmncrretp March 27th 1843 

E Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Illinois by virtue of power and 
authority in me vested, do hereby appoint John Dougherty of the County 
of Union to act as agent of the State of Illinois, and as such agent I do 
hereby authorize the said John Dougherty* in my name, and in the 
name of my successors in office, to sign, seal and deliver any lease or 
leases, which may be necessary to let such part or parts of the Depot 
lands belonging to the State of Illinois at Cairo to all such persons as 
have, or shall erect buildings thereon reserving a rent therefor payable 
to me or my successors in office for the use of the State, 

In testimony whereof I have here unto set my hand and affixed 
(L. S.) the Seal of State this 27th day of March A. D. 1843. 
By the Governor Tuowas Forp 
Thompson Campbell,* Secretary of State 
in South Carolina; 1834, removed to Tilinois; contractor on Mlincis and 
engaged in 


‘Michigan Canal; 
ran estet Yale hss ax eco seaton January 16, 1853—January 30 
unsuccessful candidate for tien Ch tray 


ste esite tom May 6, 1806, t Masttta, Obios Ras eles by ta ps 
to Cape Girardeau, Missouri; 1812, removed with his mother to Jouesboro, Illinois; read 
law under Colonel A. P. Field; 283, admitted to the bar; 2852-38, i 


President Lincoln; r804, Republican 
elector at large; Tenner uy ee ad 415, 1875, bresranype eli of Titinols; 
ne ae es ier ected ae ot First Cireult; 

September 7, 2570 Be ar ae Selby, Historical Encydopedia of 
Mine, 1905; Blue Book of Iilinais, 1995) 

“Thompson Campbell: born 1831, tat Kemnat Sur, Chet Cont, Peay aah 
attended schoo! in Butler County; edi at Butler College, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania; 
read law in Pittsburg; removed to Gaena. Taos, March 6, ee co ae 
secretary of state; wrote first public school report of the state; 1847, member of the Con 
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How. Jonny Dovcrsrry 

As a qualification of the authority given by the within letter of attor- 
ney you will consider that before any lease to be made by you shall be 
binding on the State it must be submitted to the Governor for 
his approval. 

Tam at a loss to determine whether a long or short term would be 
most advantageous. Tf you should be of opinion that a long term would 
be best, be pleased to communicate to me the reason for your opinion 
It would also be proper to insert a condition in each lease, that the State 
or its grantee, in case a rail road should ever be made leading into the 
City of Cairo, should have a right to resume the ground, and the lessee to 
remove his buildings and other improvements without any claim for 
damages on either side. 

Tam your most obedient 
Servant 
‘THomas Forp 


Execorive DepartMENT 
Srrinorrexp Intanors April 3 1843 
His Excentency Taomas Reynoups* GovesNor oF THE STATE oF 
Missouri, 

‘Sur: T have this day received your communication of March 25 1843 

‘on the subject of the requisition of the Executive af Missouri, demand- 
ware ta Cingre Osx, Tanoved wit Hs 

resumed prictice 


of Assembly 
at 868 (Palmer, Bench and Bar of Ilinvis; 
Bateman and Selby, ‘istorical lncyclopedio of Hisis, 19955 SPAS TRS: 
“In selling or mortgaging depot lands at Calro, the governor 
resident theron 


“Thomas Reynolds: born March x2, 3796, in Bracken County, 
admitted to bar; emigrated to to Mlinois about same time; 1518-12, clerk of lower house, 
August 3h ¥ pir lowes 19, omnia py of Supreme Court of 
General Assembly; ‘to Fayette, Howard 
{ecrenypirleerpelonron gh Chyna) oy 
‘of Missouri; Februsry 9, 1844, committed suicide (National Cyclopaedio of 
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ing the arrest and delivery of Richard Eels* which communication I 
‘assure your excellency shall receive from me the careful and dispassion- 
ate consideration which its importance requires; the result of which 
shall be notified to you at the earliest moment, 
Thave the honor to be 
Your Excellencies [sic] Most 
Obedient Servant 
Tomas Forp 


Sprivortetp April 17 1843 


Messrs Oaxiey & Ryan, 

Gestiemnn: I have not obtained any money for you as yet, but I 
send you a draft on the Farmers & Merchants Bank of Baltimore where 
Tam just advised by my agent Mr. Levering I have money deposited. 
‘The residue will be drawn before you can draw this. 

T also desire you to see Messrs Ruggles & Howe of N. Y. and ascer- 
tain upon what terms they will give up to you all the papers in relation 
to the business of the State in their hands, consisting as I am informed 
of a draft of the City Bank of Buffalo drawn on and accepted by the 
Bank of Tonawanda and other papers relating to the Delafield affair.* 

LT have been informed that the Vice Chancellor of New York has 
decreed them a certain sum of money for their fees, and that they hold 
those papers fo secure payment. 

T hereby authorise you to make an arrangement with them to 
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and if you cannot get the moncy immediately, make such an arrange- 
ment that Ruggles and Howe will be sure to get their money when it is 
obtained; but do not pay them one cent until all the papers in their 
possession shall be delivered. Consult with T. M. Reynolds Esqr 
Attorney for the State. I hereby authorise and empower you to settle 
the suits against them and also against Nevins & Townsend in relation 
to the Tonawanda draft and delivery of the papers. 

I also authorise you to make an arrangement to deposite the 
residue of the money obtained on that draft with Price, Ward & King. 
—I am informed that Mr. Reynolds has been kind enough to be security 
for costs for the State and intend enough of that balance to be retained 
30 as completely to secure him his fees, and also to pay him for his services 
fs the Attorney of the State. I wish Mr, Reynolds to write me a full 
account of the present state of our business in hishands I am informed 
that there is now ready about $10. or 12.000. to be paid on the Tona- 
wanda draft and if you can get the two thousand dollars over and above 
what will pay Mess Ruggles & Howe, you may take that moncy and 
return me the draft, or if you should deem it advisable to collect 
the Baltimore draft you can deposite the amount with Messer Price, 
Ward & King, subject to my order, 

‘The draft on Baltimore is for New York funds, for in such money 
the Bank there has engaged to pay, 

When you receive the money send me your account and receipt 
for the same in due form for a voucher for the Auditor to issue his warrant, 

Respectfully Yours 
Troms Forp 


‘The President, Directors and Company of the Farmers and Merchants 
Bank Baltimore at sight will pay Charles Oakley and Michael Ryan or 
order the sum of two thousand dollars in New York funds current in 
the City of New York and charge the same to my account. 


Tilinois Aj 
Springfield Illinois April 17th 843 hak 


Unrrep Staves oF AMERICA 
Stare or Tuuinois 

I Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Ilinols by virtue of authority 
in me vested, reposing especial trust and confidence in the honor integ~ 
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rity and capacity of Col. Charles Oakley, and the Honorable Michael 
Ryan, one of the Senators of this State in the General Assembly, do by 
these presents appaint them my agents on behalf of the State of Illinois 
to negotiate a loan of One million six hundred thousand dollars at a 
rate of interest not exceeding six per cent per annum, solely on a pledge 
of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, its tolls, revenues and lands 

ing thereto, according to the terms and conditions of an act entitled ‘An 
act to provide for the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal and 
for the payment of the Canal debt,” approved February the twenty-first 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty three; 
and in pursuance of the following rules and regulations, to wit: 

rst The said Oakley and Ryan will give the preference to the holders 
of Canal bonds and other evidences of indebtedness issued for the pur- 
pose of completing the said Canal; and for that purpose they, the said 
Oakley and Ryan will endeavor to procure a meeting of all such holders 
of Canal bonds or other indebtedness, or their authorized agents, either 
in the City af New York or in the City of London; and ascertain the 
number and amount of indebtedness held by cach, and if it shall appear 
that there are present at such meeting a number of holders of bonds and 
other indebtedness and to such an amount that they will be willing to 
subscribe for the whole loan of One million six hundred thousand dollars, 
then the said Oakley and Ryan are to apportion the said loan amongst 
them in proportion to the amount of canal bonds or other indebtedness 
aforesaid, held by each of them, and permit and require each holder 
to subscribe for such loan according to such proportion and not otherwise. 
a, If the Canal bond holders shall neglect or refuse to subscribe as 
aforesaid for thirty days after notice of their right to a priority in sub- 
scribing, then the said Oakley and Ryan will permit any other holders 
of Canal bonds or other evidence of indebtedness as aforesaid to sub- 
scribe for said loan according to the foregoing regulation; and if such 
other holders of Canal bonds or other evidence of indebtedness shall 
fail or refuse to take the whole of such loan within ten days thereafter, 
then the said Oakley and Ryan are to permit any other persan or persons, 
body politic or corporate to subscribe for and take so much of the said 
Joan as may remain unsubscribed for by such holders of bonds or other 
evidence of indebtedness as aforesaid. 

3. At the time of subscribing by any holders of Canal bonds or other 
evidence of indebtedness as aforesaid he will be required to file with 
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the said Oakley and Ryan as agents of the Governor of this State a brief 
description of such bonds or other evidence of indebtedness as aforesaid 
held by him, by the number, sum, date and time of payment of each, 
by whom signed and to whom made payable and each subscriber shall 
be entitled to one yote for each share of one thousand dollars of stock 
held by him, in the election of trustees. 

4. The money subscribed may be paid at any place in England or in 
the United States. But if paid in England, then each subscriber shall 
be required to pay the full amount subscribed, in such funds as shall 
be at par at the place where the same shall be paid, so that the fund 
constituted by such loan shall have the benefit of the difference of exchange 
between Illinois and England, and in such case all such sums of money 
shall be repaid in England in funds which shall be at par in England. 
But if such Joan shall be subscribed for to be paid in any place in the 
United States of America or other country, then the same shall be paid 
in such funds as shall be at par at such place of payment and shall be 
repaid in like funds. 

And I do hereby ratify and confirm all the acting and doings of my 
said Agents, which shall be according to the provisions of the above 
recited act, and the rules and regulations herein contained; and do 
recognize their said acts to be as fully binding upon the State of Illinois 
as if I were personally present acting and doing thereof myself. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and 
affixed the great Seal of the State of Illinois. Done at Springfield 
(L.S,) in said State this Seventh day of March in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and forty three. 
‘Tuomas Forp 


Executive DerasTMent 
Sraincrrerp, April 13, 1843 
To His Excettency Tiomas Riuxnorps, 
Governor or rar State or Mrssover, 

‘Sim: A great press of official business of an urgent character, has 
hitherto prevented me from answering, at large, the various matters 
contained in your esteemed favor of the 2sth of March last, But, I 
have availed myzelf of the first interval of leisure, to bestow upon your 
communication, all the careful and dispassionate consideration which 
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the importance of the subject, and the high respect entertained by me, 
for your excellency, demand at my hands. 

And permit me to assure you, that no one feels more deeply than 
myself, the obligation of promoting and maintaining amongst the States 
of this Union, the utmost harmony and reciprocal regard for each other's 
rights. The people of this State recognize in the fullest manner, the 
perfect right of the people of Missouri, to make and execute such laws, 
in relation to persons and property, within their own jurisdiction, as 
may scem good to themselves, without any interference on our part, 
cither in making or executing those laws, 

‘This is the disposition and feeling of ninfe}ty nine out of every one 
hundred of our citizens; who look with indignation and abhorrence upon 
the conduct of an incendiary and misguided few amongst us, who have 
interfered, and are disposed to continue that interference, with the right 
of the people of Missouri, to a class of persons there made private prop- 
erty by the constitution and laws of your State, In that disposition and 
feeling, I myself, fully participate with the great mass of the people here. 

Tt cannot be, therefore, that I could be indisposed to exert all the 
lawful power, which the constitution and the laws have put into my 
hands, to redress any injury which a citizen of this State may inflict upon 
a citizen of Missouri, in regard to a peculiar species of property secured 
to your people by their laws, 

With these principles steadily in my view, and animated, as I think 
Tam, by a just appreciation of the rights of the people of both States, 
I now proceed to answer your Exellency’s communication. 

‘The document which you are pleased to quote as a proclamation of 
mine, was intended merely as a simple statement of facts, which the 
evidence submitted to me fully proved; and was never intended as an 
argument. In that document are matters, it is true, which are stated 
by way af inference, which I am perfectly willing to relinquish; and 
which were not necessary or intended to be relied on by me, as a justi: 
fication for revoking the warrant theretofore issued. And if any thing 
therein contained is offensive to any citizen of Missouri; or derogatory 
to the character of your courts, for a due and faithful administration of 
justice, it is my wish that such subjects should be no longer a a 
of offence, or of controversy. I therefore cheerfully withdraw all 
ences, in that document, which may be construed in any wise as reflecting 
upon any citizen or tribunal in your State, 
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‘The case then, is simply this: An indictment was found in Lewis 
county, Missouri, in the month of November last, against one Richard 
Eels,* for stealing a Negro slave, from a citizen of your State. It was 
alledged [sic] that Eels was a fugitive from justice, and had escaped to 
the State of Illinois. 

Your Excellency, being applied to, made a requisition upon the 
Executive authority of this State, for the arrest and delivery of Ecls, 
to the authorities of Missouri, to be tried on that indictment. A copy 
of the indictment certified as authentic, by your Excellency, accompanied 
the requisition; and in that requisition, your Excellency states, that it 
appears by the record of that indictment, that Eels is a fugitive from 
justice; and that it had been suggested to you, that he had fled to Illinois, 
This requisition and the accompanying copy of the indictment, were 
presented to me by Col. James A. Richardson, the agent of the State of 
Missouri, appointed by your Excellency, to receive the person demanded 
when he should be thereafter arrested. And before I issued the warrant 
for the arrest of Ecls, I interrogated your accredited agent, as to the 
identity of the person charged and sought to be arrested. He assured 
me that it was one Doct Richard Eels of the City of Quincy in this 
State. It was not pretended that it was any other person. The 
warrant was duly issued and put into his hands, But subsequently, 
I was furnished with a great mass of writtcn testimony, too voluminous 
to be set forth in this letter, which completely satisfied me; and which 
in my judgment, was sufficient to rivet conviction in the mind of any 
other person, that Doct. Richard Eels of Quincy aforesaid, the person 
pointed out and identified to me by your accredited agent, as the indi- 
vidual charged with the offence, and intended to be arrested, was wholly 
innocent of the charge; and that not having been in Missouri for the 
space of two years, and particularly, about the time the offence alledged 
[sic] and understood to have been committed, he could not have been a 
fugitive from there. Being, as he was, a practicing physician, and 
therefore, being all the time publicly about in the city, your Excellency 
will not be surprised to learn, that it was no hard matter for him to prove 
an alibi, by the most conclusive evidence; and in the same manner by 
proving himself to have been all the time within the State of Lllinois, 
to establish beyond contradiction, that he could not have been a fugitive 
from justice in Missouri, ‘This evidence being furnished me, E felt no 
hesitation in revoking the warrant granted for his apprehension. 

"See mote 1, ante, 66. 
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In s0 doing, it was not my intention to determine the question of his 
guilt or innocence, except incidently [sic], so far as the question of guilt was 
necessarily connected with the personal identity of the individual charged, 
and with the evidence to establish the negative proposition that he was 
not a fugitive from justice. You quote the decision of the supreme 
Court of New York, in the matter of Clark, to prove that the record of 
an indictment in Missouri, is, by the Constitution of the United States, 
to have the same faith and credit in the State of Ilinois, as it is entitled 
toin Missouri; and from thence you infer, that if Eels had been arrested 
in Missouri; as no court could have enquired into his guilt or innocence, 
except upon a final trial; so no court or authority here could enquire 
into the same facts without giving less credit to the indictment, than it is 
entitled to by the Constitution of the United States. 

If it were necessary to controvert your position, it would be easy to 
produce another decision of the same court, tho’ not by the same judges, 
in which it is held that the constitution of the United States in relation 
to the effect of record evidence, has no application to criminal proceed- 


But, it is, I apprehend, wholly unnecessary to discuss this point, T 
am perfectly contented with the law as you assertit tobe, And the ques- 


tion between us, appears tobe, then, simply this; May itnot be determined 
that Doct Eels was not a fugitive from justice, without contradicting 
or disparaging any record of your State ? 

Your Excellency will remember that the constitution and laws of 
the United States, require in a case like the present, not only that acharge 
should be made, but that the individual charged should have fled from 
justice. The one is just as necessary as the other. You will also be 
pleased to remember that you have not furnished me with any evidence 
whatever, that either this or any other Richard Eels had escaped or fled 
from Missouri. It is true, that the requisition of your Excellency states, 
that it appears by the accompanying record of the indictment that Eels 
was a fugitive. Butupon referring to that record I find no hint or insinua- 
tion whatever, that any person had fled from Missouri. ‘This recital 
of your Excellency, (which was evidently a mistake shown by your own 
record) and the further statement, that it had been suggested to you that 
the said Richard Eels had fled to the State of Ilinois, is all the evidence 
with which I have been furnished, of the truth of this important fact. 
‘To deny then that Richard Kels, who was identified to me by the agent 
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of Missouri as the person charged with the offence, was a fugitive from 
justice, is not to deny the truth of any record of Missouri; nor in fact 
the truth of any other evidence furnished me by your State, 

‘There may have been two men of the same name and if I am for- 
hidden by the constitution of the United States to dispute the truth of 
the indictment, the most charitable conclusion, and perhaps the proper 
‘one, in justice to the grand jury who found that indictment, is, that 
some Richard Eels is guilty of larceny, a4 charged, but that he was another 
and different Richard Eels from the man designated to me by your agent. 
In making this suggestion, I do not wish to be understood as reflecting 
in the slightest degree upon Col. Richardson, who, T was informed by 
many persons, and particularly by my honored predecessor in office, 
was a highly respectable citizen of your State. But I do mean to say, 
that the mere statement and assurance of a person, however respectable 
he may be, is not sufficient evidence upon which a public functionary is 
obliged to act in a matter of great moment to the liberty of acitizen. Nor 
is it such evidence that it can not be contradicted. 

‘The only evidence before me to prove that this Richard Eels was the 
person who stood charged by the indictment, and that he had fled from 
justice, was, a2 I have said, the recital in the requisition by your Excel- 
Jency, which a reference to the record showed to be a mistake on your 
part; the further statement that it had been suggested to you that Eels 
was a fugitive; which suggestion might, or might aot be true; as your 
Excellency has not declared your own belief of the fact; and the assur- 
ance of Col, Richardson, that Doct. Eels of Quincy aforesaid, was the 
person charged in the indictment and that he had fled from justice to 
this State. In all this I can perceive nothing which ina disputed case 
would be conclusive on the questions of identity and flecing from justice, 
And yet your Excellency will readily perceive that evidence of identity, 
in a case where identity is disputed, is absolutely essential to make the 
person sought to be arrested the subject matter of the charge; and 
evidence of fleeing from justice would be just as essential to bring the 
ease within the constitution and laws of the United States. I do not 
mean to say, that positive evidence of identity is necessary in every 
case of a demand for a fugitive criminal. But I apprehend that there 
is no question, but that evidence relating to the personal identity of the 
accused, would be heard on the return of a writ of habeas corpus, by 
the courts of both this State, and of the State of Missouri. 
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But the question may be asked, why not suffer the arrest to be made, 
and then leave the matter to be decided by the courts of Justice on & 
writ of habeas Corpus? The obvious answer to this, seems to be, that 
every executive warrant of arrest contains a recital, that the individual 
sought to be apprehended is a fugitive, the truth of which allegation the 
courts might have no authority to enquire into. Nor, can the affirma- 
tive of this question be maintained, unless we assume that the Governor 
of a sovereign State, in granting an executive warrant, has no 
discrection—can enquire into nothing; but acts merely in a ministerial 
capacity. 

‘The Constitution of the United States és silent, as to the agent in 
making the arrest. It does not impose this duty upon the Governor, 
It simply provides that “a person charged in any State with treason, 
felony or other crime; who shall flee from justice, and be found in another 
State, shall on demand of the Executive authority of the State from 
which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having juris- 
diction of the crime.” 

Thus, the constitution does not say who the demand is to be made 
upon; nor does it impose it, as a duty of the Governor to issue his war- 
rant for the apprehension of the fugitive. But leaves it to Congress, 
by after legislation, to make provision for carrying this clause of the 
Constitution into effect. Congress has done so, by their act of Feb. 12, 
1793- This act provides that when ever the Executive authority of 
any State of this Union, shall demand any person as a fugitive from 
justice, of the Executive authority of any such State, and shall moreover 
produce the copy of an indictment found, charging the person so 
demanded with having committed treason, felony or other crime, certi- 
fied as authentic by the Governor of the State from whence the person 
so changed fled, to cause him or her to be arrested, secured and delivered 
&c. Thus you sec, that this duty was imposed upon the Governor by 
an act of Congress; and that Congress could just as well have devolved 
it Saat ‘some officer of the United States Government. But they pre- 

1e pawer to the Governor, the highest Executive authority 

doubt, but that Congress well considered the 

political character and functions of the officer to 

whom power was given, and whose duties were intended to be regulated. 

They well knew that the States were sovereign and independent, 
so far as not restrained by the federal Constitution; and that the Gover~ 
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nors of the same, were co-ordinate branches of their respective Govern- 
ments, invested with the high power of seeing the laws duly executed; 
@ power, the proper exertion of which must necessarily involve the 
exercise of a wise and sound discretion in numberless instances, And 
is it to be contended that it was the intention of Congress to reduce this 
high functionary to a mere ministerial automaton, in the discharge of 
a duty of vital interest to the liberty and happiness of the people over 
whom he iz called to preside ? 

‘The opinion is exceedingly predominant in my mind, that Congress 
in selecting the Governor of a sovereign State, neither appointed by, nor 
responsible to the federal Government; and whose duties frequently 
involve the highest discretion; in preference to one of their own officers, 
whom they could absolutely command; intended, that he should exer- 
cise this power, and perform this duty, in a manner befitting his known 
political character; and homogeneous with the discharge of bis other 
duties, This opinion is greatly strengthened, by reflecting upon the 
nature and character of a State Government, whose highest Executive 
officer he is, It will not be disputed at this day that the States are sov- 
ercign and independent, so far as they are not restrained by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. This sovereignty and independence 
would be greatly crippled, if not annihilated if Congress, in numerous 
instances, should invoke the agency of Governors of the States for the 
accomplishment of federal purposes: and could at the same time reduce 
them to act in a mere mechanical, ministeral capacity; and totally 
divest them of all judgement [sic] and discretion in performing their high 
behests. 

Tn all cases where Congress have conferred jurisdiction upon the 
State judiciary, another co-ordinate branch of the State Governments, 
the Supreme Court of the United States has repeatedly decided, that it 
was optional with the State Courts, whether they would take jurisdiction 
or not: and I cannot perceive why Congress has not as much power 
to command a State Legislature, what law to pass in order to carry out 
some principle or power of the federal Constitution, as to command 
the Governor. The two are equally co-ordinate branches of the same 
‘sovereign State Government; neither of them appointed by, or amenable 
to the federal government; and the independence of both necessary to 
be preserved, in order to preserve the independence of the States, whose 
officers and servants they are. 
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‘This however, is a question which I do not wish to raise or rely upon. 
‘The sort of Executive discretion contended for by me, is not a discretion 
to set the law at defiance; but a discretion to enquire, to judge and deter- 
mine upon the merits of each particular case, according to its own pecul- 
iar circumstances, whether it has been brought within the true meaning 
and spirit of the Constitution of the United States. 

‘The first and highest duty of a Governor, is to the people of his own 
State; and this position is in perfect accordance with the benevolence 
and charity which should characterize the intercourse among mankind; 
that which is nearest home having the first claim to our aid, protection, 
and sympathy. This is not only a principle of nature and morals, but 
is also the very foundation of our political system. ‘The State Govern- 
ments were erected upon this principle, and so intended to be adminis- 
tered. It was foreseen that central Government, representing all the 
States, would feel no such sympathy for local interests as would insure 
a perfect protection for persons and property in each individual State. 
For this reason the State Governments have ever been esteemed the 
most competent for local administration, The Governor of course is 
to act in accordance with the genius of the Government whose principal 
Executive officer he is. I do not mean by this that the Governor is to 
screen the guilty from punishment. This is not protection. But in 
attempting to punish the guilty, he ought to take care that the blow 
intended for crime, shall not fall upon innocence. When [an] innocent 
citizen of his own State appeals to him for protection, the principles of 
Nature and Morals, and the genius of the Government whose organ he 
is, alike call on him not to with hold his hand. 

Congress could, undoubtedly, have vested the power of issuing a 
warrant for the apprehension of a fugitive criminal in the president of 
the United States; or in some other officer of the federal Government, 
They have not done so, They must have foreseen that the investment 
of such a power, in such an officer, would, most probably, be productive 
of many hard cases of injustice and oppression. ‘They therefore to 
avoid this evil no doubt, preferred to give this power to such an officer 
as would be directly responsible to, and peculiarly the representative of 
the individual sought to be arrested; and who would necessarily feel 
4 more tender concern for the rights and liberties of the people of his 
own State. 

Upon what principle then is it, the Governor is to be deprived of all 
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discretion and judgement [sic] in the performance of this important duty? 
How is he to be made a blind Instrument to oppress one of his fellow 
citizens? To be made a mere tool in the hands of a neighboring State 
to spirit away an innocent person to be put to great expense, to be vexed 
‘harrassed and imprisoned, to be transported abroad from his family and 
home, merely that the Courts of a neighboring State may have the satis~ 
faction of declaring him innocent? 

Your Excellency complains that the judicial power of Missouri has 
not been confided in by me. Permit me to assure you, that I have the 
fullest confidence in the courts of Missouri; and if the same evidence were 
produced before them, which was furnished to me, 1 do not doubt for 
a moment but that if the case of Eels should be submitted toa trial before 
them, be would be instantly acquitted. 

If I have succeeded in establishing my right to enquire and judge 
whether Eels was a fugitive from justice or not, I respectfully suggest 
to your Excellency that I also have some reason to complain, that your 
Excellency has not confided in the decision of the Executive power of 
this State. 

Both the Governor and the Courts, are to be confided in when exer- 
cising their appropriate functions, by all other constituted authorities. 

I would again assure your Excellency, and through you, the people 
of Missouri, that the fanatical and misguided Sect called Abolitionists, 
meets with no countenance or encouragement from the people of this 
State, 
At the present, there is no sympathy in their favor in the public mind. 
But a hard case of oppression; the arrest, imprisonment and transpor- 
tation of an innocent man, under pretence of suppressing or punishing 
the excesses of a Sect, might, by needlessly and uselessly creating a 
popular sympathy in their favor, add to their numbers, swell the incon- 
venience of their fanaticism to the people of Missouri; and to make it 
more difficult to contend with by those here, who are disposed to main- 
tain the just rights of your State, 

I therefore respectfully request your Excellency to enquire particu- 
larly into the case of Doct, Eels; and if you find it such as 1 
have described it, policy and justice alike forbid that your Excellency 
should pursue your demands any further. If, however, you can find 
any respectable testimony, that Eels was a fugitive from justice, so as to 
make the evidence already furnished on the other side of the question 
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at all doubtful, I am ready to issuc another warrant, so that the conflict 
of evidence may be judicially determined. 
T have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
THomas Forp 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
‘SPRINGFIELD, TLL. 1843 
1, Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Hlinois, do hereby appoint 
‘William M. Jackson,* of McHenry County, James Mitchell, of Winne- 
bago County, and Gholson Kercheval,* of Sangamon County, as three 
discreet and skilful persons to go on to the jobs and lettings upon 
the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and appraise the actual damage which 
the respective contractors on the said Canal will sustain in being deprived 
of their contracts; and after being duly sworn before some justice of 
the peace, the oath to be endorsed hereon, to proceed in making said 
appraisal according to such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed 
by me, and shall accompany this appointment, 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and [caused the great scal of 
Milinois to be] affixed 
‘THomas Foro 


Dmections To AppraIsers oF DAMAGES ON THE CANALS 

"The appraisers of damages appointed under the r7th Section of the 
ate Canal law, will observe the following rules— 

rst. They will assess no damages in fayor of any person until the 
contractors, or person to whom the contract has been regularly trans- 
ferred, shall execute and deliver a writing under their hand signifying 
their consent that such appraisal of damages shall be made without 
allowing any prospective damages or profits which the contractors 
might have made had they finished 

* William M. Jackson: 1844-46, representative in General Amembly (Blue Book of 

lected captain of militia of town of 
tj, Feeelved x9 votes in 


to the vale of tharos (is 


J Assessed damages 
5 E50) See ante, Levi, 
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2, All persons claiming benefit under any contract will be required 
to join And also all persons who could claim the benefit of the 16 & 17 
section of the Canal law must join in signing such a consent. 

3. No damages are to be assessed in favor of any person unless a 
written contract shall be produced. This rule fs founded upon 
‘Mr. Morris’ report last Winter; and altho’ I am aware that the contrac- 
tors understand the facts of the case different from what they are reported 
by the president of the Board, yet all public officers are to he governed 
by official reports of other public officers in preference to information 
otherwise derived. 

4. The damages to be allowed will be for Machinery on the Canal, 
and for back per centage and scaleage, only. 

5, No damages will be allowed for Machinery remaining on the line 
after the completion of a contract, or within a trifle of being finished, 

6. No damages will be allowed for the full value of Machinery unless 
the owner will first execute a bill of sale to the State for, and put the 
acting Canal Commissioner in possession of the same. 

7. The Contractors may have the option to give up the title and 
possession of the Machinery to the State, or they may retain the same, 
and have partial damages awarded to them; made up of the difference 
of its value at the time the work stopped and the value of it now. 

8. No damages for Machinery will be allowed to Contractors who 
stopped work for any other cause than want of payment by the 
State, 

9. In estimating damages for Machinery the appraisers must not 
rely solely on the evidence produced, but must see the machinery, for 
themselves, and determine according to their own best judgment upon 
all the sources of information accessible to them. 

ro. In estimating the damages for back percentage and 7 
the appraisers will judge according to the legal effect of the contracts 
produced and the estimates to be furnished by the Chief Engineer and 
Acting Commissioner, 

11, The damages under each head, of Machinery, back percentage, 
and scaleage, must be separately stated by the Appraisers. 

12. Tany appeal shall be taken, the Appraisers wil! report the same 
to the Governor with all other proceedings 

13. The Acting Commissioner will superintend the assessment of 
damages on the part of the State, and will procure all the evidence in 





‘of May, 1843, and will be allowed three dollars and fifty cents ps 
each. 


‘THomas -. 

Tn each case the Appraisers will report the substance of the evidence, 

if any, and also their own view. . 
any, opinions, upon ~ 


Unrrep States or AmErica, 
Stave or Ittrvors. 

Know all men by these presents, That I, Thomas Ford, Governor 
of the State of Illinois, one of the United States of America, and ex-officio 
Fund Commissioner" of said State, in pursuance of authority in me vested 
by the laws of said State, do nominate, constitute and appoint, and by 
these presents have nominated, constituted, and appointed Col. Charles 
Oakley and the Hon. Michael Ryan of said State, my true and lawful 
attorneys, and the true and lawful attorneys of the said State of Hlinols, 
for me and in my name and style as aforesaid for the use of the said State, 
to ask, and demand, sue for and recover of any and all persons whatso- 
ever in the kingdom of Great Britain, and Ireland, and more particularly 
of the assignee or assignees of John Wright & Co, late of the City of 
London, any sum or sums of money which may be coming to, or due to 
the said State of Illinois from the Estate of the said John Wright & Co, 
in the hands of the said assignee or assignees by whatsoever name or 
names he or they may be known. And I do hereby fully authorize my 
said attorneys to make, execute, seal, and deliver, all such receipts acquit- 
‘tances, discharges, and other vouchers or writings, which may be neces- 
sary, or required by the laws of England, or the rules of court, effectually 
and fully to discharge, acquit and release the said assignee or assignees: 
from all further payment of the same, And I do hereby fully authorize 


* Governor made ex-officio fund commissioner of legislature, approved and in 
force, March 4, 1843 (Lows of Ménois, 1842-43, 4 ff 
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and empower my said attorneys, to settle with and pay all the officers 
of Court in England, for their legal fees and demands properly charge- 
able against the said State of Illinois, including the said assignee 
‘or assignees, if any growing out of proceedings in Bankruptcy against 
the said John Wright & Co. And I do further fully authorize my said 
Attorneys to do and perform all such other acts and things as may be 
necessary and proper to be done, according to the laws and customs of 
England, and the rules of Court, to enable them, my said attorneys, to 
receive the distributive share of the State of Illinois in the estate of 
John Wright & Co. Bankrupts, as afore-said; and to do and perform 
all other acts and things necessary to accomplish any of the purposes 
for which this power of attorney is made. And I do hereby fully ratify 
and confirm all the actings and doings of my said attorneys as fully 
binding on me and the said State of Llinois in the premises as if I were 
acting and doing thereof my-self. 

Tn testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused 

the great Seal of the State of Illinois to be affixed, Done at 
(L.S.) Springfield in said State, this fifteenth day of May in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-three. 

Troms Forp 


Sprincrretp May 15, 1843 
Messrs. Ryaw & Oakter 

T send you a power of Attorney to receive whatever may be due the 
State from the estate of Wright & Co. I hope it may be in proper form. 
‘The form which you speak of as having been furnished from England 
has never been in any of the offices here, and cannot be found. 

LT have not time to write to Gov. Carlin on that subject. 

Tf you receive the money under this power, I wish you to dispose of 
it as follows, 

T have been informed that there is still a balance of interest unpaid, 
Messrs, Hope & Co,, due them July rst-1841.* If any interest duc 
at that time, remains unpaid it is no more than justice that it should now 
be paid, in order to put Messrs, Hope & Co, upon an equality with other 
creditors. I therefore direct, that you enquire into the matter, and 

‘"Taterest on public debt ceased July x, 184%, partial payment resumed July x, 2846. 
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pay to Messrs. Hope & Co. all interest due them on the 1st July, r84r, 
and reimburse them all moneys which they may have advanced for the 
State, if any, to pay interest due at that time. 

Tam aleo informed that Magniac and Jardine or Magniac and Smith 
on the rst July, 1842, advanced money to assist in paying the interest 
due at that time, and thus for the time saved the credit of the State. I 
desire you to enquire into the facts of their claim, and if you find it as 
above stated, they ought to be paid and [ accordingly authorize you 
‘to pay them. 

Tam not aware of any other claims standing upon the same footing, 
and T according direct that you deposite the residue of the money 
received, if any, to my credit in the Bank of England, where it shall 
remain until T can enquire and be advised what ought to be done with 
it consistently with the honor of the State 

Tam most respectfully 
‘Troms Forp 


‘To all to whom these Presents may come,— 

T, Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Illinois, in the United States 
of North America, send Greeting:— 

Whereas, by a contract or memorandum of agreement bearing date 
‘on or about the Twenty second day of August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty nine and made or expressed to be made between Moses 
Marshall Rawlings of Shawneetown in the County of Gallatin in the said 
State of Illinois and Charles Oakley of Tremont in the County of Taze- 
well in the State of Elinols Gentlemen being a majority of the then Fund 
Commissioners duly elected by the General Assembly of the said State 
of Illinois at the Session held for the said State for the years one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty eight and one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty nine for the purposes declared and set forth in an act of the 
Legislature or General Assembly of the said State of Illinois, entitled 
“An act ta establish and maintain a general system of Internal Improves 
ment” and two certain acts supplemental to the said act, and an act fur- 
ther to amend the said act of the one part and John Wright of Henri- 
etta Street Covent Garden in the County of Middlesex and Kingdom 
of Great Britain of the firm of Messieurs Wright and Company Bankers, 
on behalf of himself and copartners of the other part. ‘The said Moses 
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Marshall Rawlings and Charles Oakley as such majority of the said 
Fund Commissioners as aforesaid made arrangement with the late House 
or firm of John Wright and Company for the sale of Bonds or Certificates 
of the State of Illinois denominated Bonds or Certificates of Illinois 
Internal Improvement Stock for the total sum of one million five hundred 
thousand dollars or three hundred and thirty seven thousand five hun- 
dred pounds Sterling British money, subject to the provisions in the said 
contract or agreement expressed and contained. And whereas [in] pur- 
suance of the said agreement, Bonds or Certificates of the said State of 
Illinois, or Mlinois Internal Improvement Stock, to the amount afore- 
said were accordingly delivered to and deposited with the sald Messieurs 
Wright and Company for the sale on account of the State of Illinois as 
aforesaid and part of such Bonds or Certificates were accordingly sold 
by the said Messicurs Wright and Company, And whereas the said 
‘Moses Marshall Rawlings and Charles Oakley have ceased to be or 
to act as such Fund Commissioners as aforesaid and the Board of Fund 
Commissioners elected for the purpose of the said act of the General 
Assembly entitled “An act to establish and maintain a general system 
of Internal Improvement,” has ceased to exist, and pursuant to the 
provisions of an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the settlement of 
debts and liabilities incurred on account of Internal Improvements in 
the State of Mlinois,” John Davis Whiteside has been duly elected by 
the General Assembly of the State of Illinois sole Fund Commissioner 
‘of the said State, and whereas a fiat in Bankruptcy under the hand of 
the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain has been duly issued against 
Anthony George Wright Biddulph{,] John Wright|,] Henry Robinson and 
Edmund William Jerningham being the persons constituting the said 
firm of Messieurs Wright and Company under which they have been 
adjudged and declared Bankrupts, and whereas under or in pursuance 
of an order of the Court of Review in England bearing date the thirteenth 
day of January one thousand eight hundred and forty two, made in 
the matter of the said Bankruptcy on the petition of the said John Davis 
Whiteside, a debt of thirty three thousand nine hundred and thirteen 
pounds nine shillings and cight pence or thereabouts has been proved 
by or in the name of the said John Davis Whiteside as Fund Commis- 
‘sioner for and on behalf of the said State of Illinois against the estate 
of the said Bankrupt, 

Now the[se] presents witness that I the sald Thomas Ford as Governor 
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‘of the said State of Illinois for divers good causes and considerations 
me hereunto moving have made ordained constituted and appointed 
and by these presents do make constitute and appoint and in my respec- 
tive place put Col. Charles Oakley and the Hon. Michael Ryan of the 
said State of Illinois, as my Attorneys for m. in my name as such Gover- 
nor as aforesaid or otherwise on behalf of the said State of Dlinois to 
ask demand sue for recover and receive of and from the assignee 
or assignees for the time being of the estate and effects of the said Anthony 
George Wright Biddulph{,] John Wright{,] Henry Robinson and Edmund 
William Jerningham or any or either of them or of and from any other 
person or persons in Great Britain liable or entrusted to pay the same, all 
and every dividend and dividends, sum and sums of money now due or 
payable or which shall or may become due or payable upon or in respect 
of the said debt proved by or in the name of the said John Davis 
Whiteside against the estate of the said Messieurs Wright and Company 
or otherwise for or on account of the said Illinais Internal Improvement 
Bonds or Certificates so delivered to or sold by the said Messieurs 
Wright and Company as aforesaid and on receipt thereof or of any part 
or parts thereof to make sign seal execute and give all necessary and 
effectual receipts releases and discharges whatsoever for the same and 
incase of non-payment thereof or of any part thereof to commence pres- 
ent and prosecute or defend any action or actions, suit or suits, petition 
or petitions or other proceedings whatsoever cither in Law or in Equity 
or in Bankruptcy against or by any person or persons whomsoever in 
respect of any of the matters and things aforesaid as my said Attorneys 
shall deem expedient. And also to examine adjust compound compro- 
mise and settle all accounts reckonings claims and demands whatsoever 
which are now unsettled between me or the State of Illinois or the Fund 
Commissioners or fund Commissioner thereof and the said Bankrupt 
or their assignees or any of them or any other person or persons in Eng- 
land touching or respecting or arising out of the said contract or agree- 
ment of the Twenty second day of August one thousand cight hundred 
and thirty nine or the said Illinois Internal Improvement Bonds or Cer- 
tificates or in any wise relating thereto and to pay or receive as the case 
may be the balance if any which shall happen to be due or payable on 
the settlement of any such accounts and reckonings and to sign and 
present any petition or petitions in Bankruptcy and to tender any further 
or other proof or proofs under the said Fiat or any renewed Fiat against 
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the said Messieurs Wright and Company or against any other person or 
persons whomsoever, and also to submit any disputes or questions which 
may arise respecting any of the matters aforesaid or under the said 
contract or agreement of the Twenty second day of August one thou- 
sand cight hundred and thirty nine or otherwise in relation to the matters 
and things aforesaid or any of them to arbitration if deemed advisable 
and to abide by and perform or enforce any award or awards to be made 
under any such arbitration or arbitrations and for all or any of the pur- 
poses aforesaid to use the name of me thesaid Thomas Ford and generally 
to do perform and execute all other matters and things in and about the 
premises as fully and effectually to all intents and purposes as I the said 
‘Thomas Ford could or might do if personally present, And I the said 
‘Thomas Ford do hereby give and grant unto my said Attorncys full 
power and authority from time to time to constitute and appoint and 
in their place and stead to put one or more Attorneys or attorney to do 
execute and perform all or any such matters or things as aforesaid and 
the same attorney or attorneys at pleasure to remove and another or 
others in his or their place or places to substitute. 

T the said Thomas Ford hereby ratifying and confirming and agreeing 
to ratify and confirm all and whatsoever my said attorneys or their sub- 


stitute or substitutes shall or may lawfully do or cause to be done in or 
about the premises by virtue of these presents. 
In witness whereof I the said Thomas Ford have hereunto sub- 
scribed my name and caused the great Seal of the State of Tilinois 
(L. S.) to be hereunto affixed at Springfield the seat of Government of 
the said State, this sixteenth day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty three. 


Tuomas Forp 


To all to whom these presents may come— 

I, Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Illinois in the United States 
caf North America, send Greetings: 

‘Whereas by a contract or agreement in writing bearing date on or 
about the thirtieth day of October one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
nine and made or expressed to be made between Richard Martin Young 
of Quincy in the said State of Illinois Esquire and John Reynolds of 
Belleville in the same State Esquire (Agents duly appointed on behalf 
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of the said State of Illinois to negociate [sic] a loan of Four Million Dol- 
Jars authorized to be effected by the provisions of a certain Act of [the] 
Legislature or General Assembly of the said State of Lilinois entitled 
“An act to provide for a loan for Canal purposes” approved the twenty: 
third day of February One thousand eight hundred and thirty nine in 
the manner in the said act provided) of the first part and John Wright 
of Henrietta Strect Covent Garden in the County of Middlesex and 
Kingdom of Great Britain of the firm of Messrs Wright and Com- 
pany Bankers on behalf of himself and copartners of the other part 
‘The said Richard Martin Young and John Reynolds as such agents as 
aforesaid made an arrangement with the said Messrs Weight and Com- 
pany for the sale of Bonds of the said State of Illinois called the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal Bonds or Stock for the total sum of One million 
dollars or Two hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds sterling 
British money subject to the provisions in the said contract or agreement 
expressed and contained. And whereas in pursuance of the said con- 
tract or agreement Bonds of the said State of Illinois called the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal Stock or Bonds to the amount aforesaid were 
according delivered to and deposited with the said Messrs Wright and 
Company for sale on account of the said State of Illinois as aforesaid. 
And part of such Bonds were accordingly sold by the said Messrs Wright 
and Company And whereas a fiat in Bankruptcy under the hand of 
the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain has been duly issued against 
Anthony George Wright Biddulph{,] John Wright{,| Henry Robinson 
and Edmund William Jerningham being the persons constituting the said 
firm of Messrs Wright and Company under which they have been 
adjusted and declared Bankrupts And whereas under or in pursuance 
of an order of the Court of Review in England bearing date the thirteenth 
day of January onc thousand cight hundred and forty two made in the 
matter of the said Bankruptcy on the petition of Samuel Jaudon then of 
Moorgate Street in the City of London, Agent of the Bank of the United 
States and James Morrison of the same place Esquire a debt of Ninteen 
thousand seven hundred and seventy six pounds five shillings and eight 
pence or thereabouts has been proved by or in the names of the said 
Samuel Joudon and James Morrison as Attorneys or Agents for and on 
behalf of the said State of Illinois against the Estate of the said Bank- 
rupts. Now these Presents witness that I the said Thomas Ford as 
Governor of the said State of Dlinois for divers good causes and con- 
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siderations me hereunto moving Have made ordained constituted 
and appointed and by these presents do make ordain constitute 
and appoint and in my place and stgad put Col Charles Oakley and the 
Hon Michael Ryan, of the said State of Illinois, as my true and lawful 
Altorneys for me and in my name as such Governor as aforesaid or other- 
wise on behalf of the said State of Illinois to ask demand sue for recover 
and receive of and from the assignee or assignees for the time being o 
the estate and effects of the said Anthony George Wright Biddulph] 
John Wright{,] Henry Robinson and Edmund William Jerningham, 
or any or cither of them or of and from any other person or persons in 
Great Britain liable or entrusted to pay the same all and every dividend 
or dividends, sum or sums af money now due or payable or which shall 
or may become due or payable upon or in respect of the said debt proved 
by or in the names of the said Samuel Jaudon and James Morrison 
against the estate of the said Messrs Wright and Company or other- 
wise for or on account of the said Illinois and Michigan Canal Bonds 
or Stock so delivered to or sold by the said Messrs Wright and Company 
as aforesaid and on receipt thereof or any part of parts thereof to make 
sign execute and give all necessary and effectual receipts releases and 
discharges whatsoever for the same and in case of payment thereof or 
of any part thereof to commence present and prosecute or defend any 
action or actions suit or suits petition or petitions or other proceeding 
whatsoever either at Law or in Equity or in Bankruptcy against or by 
any person or persons whomsoever in respect of any of the matters and 
things aforesaid as my said Attorneys shall deem expedient. And also 
to examin{e] adjust compound compromise and settle all accounts 
reckonings claims and demands whatsoever which are now unsettled 
between me as such Governor as aforesaid of the said State of Ilinois 
and the said Bankrupts or their assignees or any of them or any other 
person or persons in England touching or respecting or arising out of the 
said contract and agreement of the thirticth day of October onc thousand 
tight hundred and thirty nine or the said Illinois and Michigan Canal 
Bonds or Stock or in any wise relating thereto and to pay or receive as 
the cas: may be the balance if any which shall happen to be due or pay- 
able on the settlement of any such account or accounts and reckonings 
and to sign and present any petition or petitions in Bankruptcy and 
to tender any further or other proof or proofs under the said fiat or any 
renewed fiat against the said Messrs Wright and Company or against 
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any other person or persons whomsoever And also to submit any 
dispute or question which may arise respecting any of the matters afore- 
said or under the said contract or agreement of the thirtieth day of Octo- 
ber one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine or otherwise in relation 
to the matters or things aforesaid or any of them to arbitration if deemed 
advisable, and to abide by and perform or enforce any award or awards 
to be made under any such arbitration or arbitrations And for all and 
any of the purposes aforesaid to use the name of me the said Thomas 
Ford And generally to do perform and execute all other matters and 
things in and about the premises as fully and effectually to all intents and 
purposes as I the said Thomas Ford could or might do if personally 
present. 

In witness whereof I the said Thomas Ford have hereunto sub- 

scribed my name and caused the great Seal of the State of Ilinois 
(L.S.)_ to be hereunto affixed at Springfield the seat of Government of 

the said State this sixteenth day of May, one thousand eight 

hundred and forty three. 

Tromas Forp 


Sprincrretp, May 16, 1843 
D. H. T. Moss. Esq. 

I am obliged to you for the information contained in your letter of 
the twelfth instant; and I accordingly empower you to sell any of the 
timber, or stone or other materials, on or near the line of the rail road 
between La Salle and Dixon, either at public, or private sale, according 
to your best judgment; also, to change the places of the public sales 
heretoforfe] directed. I also authorize you to settle with any and all 
persons who may have used any such materials; and to sue for the same, 
in case they refuse to account, at fair and reasonable prices, and pay for 
the same. 

Tam sincerely yours, 


Taomas Forp 


Know all men by these presents that I Thomas Ford Governor of the 
State of Illinois do hereby authorize and empower John M, Kelly and 
Elijah Adams or either of them to sell any and all timber and 
stone belonging to the Central Rail Road between the Mlinois River 
and the mouth of the Ohio, and to demand and receive payment and 
suc for any timber stone or any other material belonging to sald road 
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and which may have been taken from the same, by any person or 
persons whatever. And I do hereby invest them with the same powers 
in relation to the Northern Cross Rail Road between Springfield and 
the eastern boundary line of the State. And 1 do also authorize them 
or either of them to receive any Instrument or Instruments the property 
of the State, belonging to the Rail Road System wheresoever the same 
may be found.* 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
(L.S,) the Great Seal of State to be affixed at Springfield this 26th day 

of May AD. 1843. 


Thompson Campbell Secretary of State 


‘Tuomas Forp 


Sprincrretp June 9 1843 
Deag Sim: I have received since my return from St, Louis your 
return of the amount and quality of timber and stone on the Pekin and 
Tremont Rail Road The day of sale having passed by in my absence 
T have to request you to act as agent of the State in selling that property 
at Tremont 
Idesire you to divide it into such lots as will suit purchasers and give 
notice in Pekin and ‘Tremont and along the line of a time of sale 1 
Jeave it to your own discretion what length of notice to give You are 
authorized to receive in payment Illinois internal improvement bonds 
and Scrip. The law does not authorize the receipt of Canal bonds and 
scrip Please make a return to me at an carly day of an account of 
sales and the money 
Sell to as good profit as you possibly can 
T am most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
Tuomas Forp 
Middleton Tackerberry Esq.* 
Pekin Illinois 
and Kelly reported the Central Railroad and right of way and the 
a 


‘by a private concern and. 


to Meredosia, 
nerd Howie Rta Seas, 15). As ct approved Febraaty #7 284 
‘the finishing of Crow Railroad 
Lor ste (Lows of lines 1840-41, 197-304). 
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Executive DeraRTMenr 
SPRINGFIELD June 14th 1843 
‘To Messrs, MttcHert, JacksoN Axp Kercuevat, APPRAISERS OF 
DAMAGES ON THE CANAL 

Gust: I have understood that there is some dissatisfaction on the 
part of the Contractors with the instructions formerly given you; which 
has caused me to reconsider the matter very carefully and in doing so 
Thave availed my self of the advice and opinion of the Attorney General. 
‘That officer concurred in my views in regard to back per centage and 
scaleage 

T have however come to the conclusion that the principal sum of 
hack percentage is not to be included within the two hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars and the Attorney General admits that it may have becn 
the intention of the Legislature by the last act on the subject to make 
that demand an exception. But as it respects scaleage I have not yet 
been able to perceive that it is an exception. Butas you are instructed 
to assess the several items of damages separately the question is open for 
further consideration, 

Tt is not material that the Contractors should quit claim their machin- 
‘ery before an assessment shall be made; but only before their claims 
shall be allowed and paid by me in full You are not required by former 
instructions properly understood to Insist upon a quit claim as a”pre- 
requisite fo an assessment of damages 

‘The question will frequently arise what is Machinery. You, Gentle- 
men, will have to decide this question for your selves and are thevonly 
competent tribunal to make such a decision in the first instance, 

‘You will not be required to have a personal sight of the Machinery 
in cases where it has been distroyed [sic] or where any other cause exists 
which will make it impossible to 

‘The contracts not in writ luded to in the former instructions 
are contracts under what is call “New lettings,” and has no refor- 
ence to any other contracts - 

Tam most respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 
‘Taomas Forp 





FORD'S LETTER-BOOK, JUNE 16, 2843 on 


SPRINGFIELD ILLINOIS, June 16 1843 

Genrtewen: I have all along felt a sincere desire to adjust and pay 
your claim and will do so as soon as it shall be in my power. But I 
have no funds at my command for that or any other purpose connected 
with the State abilities. If you have seen and read my inaugural 
address and the reports of the officers of State last Winter upon our 
financial condition you cannot have failed to perceive the reasons why 
no funds are on hand and it will save much labor on my part in making 
frequent statements apparently called for by many besides your selves, 

From the tone of your letter some time since I would judge that the 
claims on the Tonawanda drafts are desperate and yet 1 would not dare 
fo take the responsibility of transferring It to you in satisfaction of your 
small demand 

Thave no means of raising money to pay demands like yours except 
out of the claims of the State upon its debtors for State bonds. For 
aught that I can see the matter of your claim and the claims of the State 
upon its New York debts will have to rest in their present desperate 
condition until the return of Oakley and Ryan from Europe In the 
mean time having thus advised you frankly of my inability to meet your 
expectations I will be pleased to receive from you any further sugges 
tions and if can be persuaded that any course to be pointed out by you 
will be admissible to be taken [ will give Messrs Oakley and Ryan 
authority to close with you 

1am most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
Tuomas Forp 


Messrs. Ruggles & Howe 
New York 


Sprivcrietp June 16th 1843 
Dean Sie: In answer to your letter I beg leave to state that I have 
been informed that the officers and agents of the Rock river Rail road 
Company have been selling the materials of the road for their own use 
and without intending to make the road This if true is a fraud on the 
State and of a piece with the villany practiced every where upon the 
public interests. 1 desire you to inform the president of that Company 
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and all others interested that it is my intention to have actions at law 
commenced here in Sangamon County against all persons found com~ 
mitting those frauds. 
Tam most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
‘Tuomas Forv 
Geo, W. Gilson, Esq, 


SPRINGFIELD, June 20, 1843 

Dear Ste: If the inspectors of the penitentiary consent to the sale 
there will probably be from 60 to roo tons rail road iron to be disposed 
of Mr, Matteson has spoken to purchase it at $45 per ton and will bind 
himself to have it laid down on a rail road in the United States by the 
rst. of August so as to save the payment of about $25 per ton duties for 
which our friends are under bond at the Custom house in New Orleans 
in case it is not laid. I have understood that the time expires in the 
month of August next 

Whoever purchases will have to come under agreement that the iron 
is to be laid by the middle of August with approved security in this State 

T recollect having some conversation with you on this subject at Alton 
and you informed me that some person in Georgia wished information 
and would probably want topurchase. But you made me no proposition, 
nor did I understand you that you were authorized to do so, 1 have 
been very anxious to sell to the best advantage at an early day so as if 
possible to save the payment of duties to the U.S. and have according- 
[ly] given Mr. Matteson encouragement to think that he could have the 
remaining iron if any is to be sold. 

Jam most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
THomas Forp 

Mr. Long," 

Alton, Ill. 


SPRINGFIELD June 23 1843 
Dear Sir: I received your letter of the 2oth instant and am much 
gratified that the Hlinois and Rock River Rail Road Co. has been organ- 
Stephen Harriman Long: (probably) bom December 30, 1784, in Hopkinton, New 
Hampshire; 1809, graduated from Dartmouth College; Dosember, 2814, entered the 
United States army as Reutenant of Engineers; assistant professor of mathematic at 
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ined in good faith and with the intention of making the road _T heartily 
wish you success It appears from your letter that this is the day which 
has been appointed by Mr, Moss for the sale of the timber stone &c. 

I am sorry that you or some other person did not write me sooner. 
I did not know who the Company were, and from my advices I could not 
but believe that a pretended company existed who were about to com- 
mit great frauds on the State If however I could have been furnished 
with the information contained in your letter in time I would have ordered 
‘Mr. Moss to delay proceedings until the matter could have been enquired 
into, If you see Mr. Moss, and he has not yet sold, show him this 
letter and request him to desist until I can further enquire into the 
matter 

Tam most respectfully 
You obedient servant 


Tuomas Forp 
H. P. Woodworth, Esq. 


‘SPRINGFIELD, June 29, 1843 


‘1820-29, representative in General 
tain and major in Black Hawk War, about tgs, removed to Alton; 
at Alton; under ‘ord 


Tecan pa Boo ‘Minis, 29053 Sfajsunt Gents Reports: History of Mealon 
County, ae a ‘iat & Cos Cag, 1985, 
Ppa ggg ere pag ted raf ae red as president of the 
2 boar Chaser speed ts foliet incorporated 


village June tp, #852 (Grinton, 
Joliet and Subiet, Jolict, rgo4). 
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some persons in Georgia But as I am anxious to have the Iron laid 
down in time to save the payment of duties and as I have not heard any 
thing by way of answer from Mr, Long and as I must not loose [sic] 
an opportunity to sell (the only certain one that is presented) I therefore 
close the bargain with Mr. Matteson and hereby authorize you as his 
agent to receive and ship the rail road Tron at Meredosia with the excep- 
tion of about twenty six tons assorted which it is necessary to retain 
for repairs on the Northern Cross Rail Road After retaining twenty 
six tons as above specified you will be authorized as Mr. Matteson's 
agent to receive all the balance and ship it to his order 

Mr. Conn and Chambers will be authorized to deliver the iron to 
you on presenting them with this letter retaining twenty six tons as above 


mentioned 
Tam most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
Taomas Ford 


Execurive Departanenr 
Sprmortetp July 3 1843 

Sie: On the 17th day of June last the Governor of Missouri made a 
requisition for Joseph Smith Junior charged with Treason? in that State 
in pursuance of which and of the Constitution and laws of the United 
States I issued a warrant for his arrest and delivery to the authorities 
of Missouri 

Since that time I have heard rumors that Smith has been arrested 
that he has caused those who arrested him to be apprehended and impris- 
oned on some charge the nature of which T have not learned and that he 
himself has been taken off somewhere ostensibly to have a trial on a 


been committed some five or six years ago and the indictment against 
him upon which he is demanded was found at a special term of a circuit 
court of some one of the Western Counties of Missouri held on the sth 


* In his History of IMinois, 31s, Governor Ford says that the requisition was presented 
° cae ‘845, and that the charge was the attempted asausination of Governor 
Boggs of Missouri. 
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day of June last The demand and accompanying papers were all 
regular and conformable to law so as to present a case in which the 
executive authority of this State had no discretion to refuse a warrant, 
in the first instance. 

But from rumor and from all that I haye learned on the subject from 
other sources of information I am induced to suspect that unpleasant 
consequences may be the result 

‘The imprisonment of the agent of Missouri and the array of the citi- 
zens of Nauvoo in Military force, if true, may so excite the already 
combustible state of public feeling in Missouri as to lead to collision of 
hostile forces and to a disregard of the laws of the State. 

Feeling it my duty to cause the laws to be respected and by all means 
to prevent any invasion from abroad I have tho't it proper that I should 
avail my self of the means of acquiring, as early as I can, correct infor- 
mation of the events which are transpiring or which may transpire in 
connection with this subject. 

LT have to request therefore that you will go immediately to Nauvoo 
and ascertain how far the rumors above recited are true, How far the 
citizens of Nauvoo may be disposed to act with Military force and the 


probability of such an improper excitement in Missouri as may lead to 
an exertion of force on the part of any of the Citizens of that State 


full justice is done them according to law 
Tam respectfully yours 
‘THOMAS 


Mason Brayman Esq.’ 
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Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD July 13 1843 
I Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Illinois do hereby authorize 
and empower Lemucl Andrews Esq. Sheriff of Rock Island County 
to sell at public eale to the highest bidder any and all stone timber iron 
and all other material belonging to the State of Illinois and pertaining 
to the improvements on Rock river at and near the lower Rapids at 
Vandruffs Island and to receive in payment therefor gold and silver 
coin and Illinois internal improvement bonds and scrip He the said 
Andrews giving three weeks public notice of the time and place of sale 
by posting up notices of the same in four of the most public places in 
said County 
Witness my hand the day and date above written 
Tomas Forp 


Mr, Andrews is requested to make a return to me at Springfield of 
an account of sales and the funds received 


Execorive Drrartwenr 
SprINGrrELD, Itt, July 26 1843 
His Excetuency Taomas Reynoips 
Governor of Missouri 
Str: The demand of Joseph H. Reynolds Esq. the agent appointed 
by you to receive Josep! for a detachment of Militia to assist 
in retaking said Smith has been considered by me and I now at 
ny “onclusion on the subject, proceed 
to lay before you the result of my deliberations 
The request for a Military force is declined. The reasons which 
have influenced me in coming to this determination will be furnished 
to you at large as soon as I can obtain leisure to do so 
Thave the honor to be 
very respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
‘THomas Forp 
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Execonive DrraRtMunt 
SvarxcrreLp, Int Aug 14, 1843 
To His Excettency Tomas REYNOLDS 
Governor of the State of Missouri 

Sm: On the a6th day of July last I had the honor to inform you by 
letter that after full consideration I have come to the conclusion to decline 
ordering out a detachment of Militia to assist in retaking Joseph Smith 
Jr. who was said to have escaped from the custody of the Missouri Agent 
and in that letter I engaged to furnish you with my reasons at large for 
coming to that determination 

‘Itappears that an indictment was found at a special term of the Davis 
circuit court, Missouri held the fifth of June last against Smith for 
treason Upon this indictment the Governor of Missouri issued a requi- 
sition to the Governor of this State demanding the arrest and delivery 
of Smith. A writ was thereupon duly issued by me for the apprehension 
and delivery of Smith as demanded. This writ was put into the hands 
of an officer of this State to be executed. The officer to whom it was 
directed immediately arrested Smith and delivered him to Joseph H. 
Reynolds, the agent of Missouri, appointed to receive him. The writ 
has been returned to me as having been fully executed 

After Smith was delivered into the hands of Mr Joseph H. Reynolds, 
it is alleged that he was rescved from his custody by the Municipal court 
of the City of Nauvoo 

Affidavits on both sides of the question have been filed before me, 
and T also have additional information on the subject, contained in a 
report of Mr. Brayman Esq. a special agent, appointed by myself, 
to investigate and collect facts, in relation to the whole matter 

‘The undisputed facts of the case are that Smith was arrested near 
Dixon, in Lee County; he was immediately delivered over to Mr, Rey- 
nolds; Smith immediately brought an action against Mr, Reynolds for 
false imprisonment, and had him to bail in the sum of four hundred 
dollars, Mr, Reynolds being in a strange country, and unable to give 
bail, was taken by the Sheriff of Lee County and held as a prisoner; 
whilst Reynolds held Smith as his prisoner, The parties finally con- 
cluded to get out writs of habeas corpus and try the legality of the impris- 
onment in each case. The writs were accordingly issued returnable 
before the nearest judicial tribunal in the circuit in which Quincy is 
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situated, and thereupon all parties proceeded in the direction of Quincy 
‘Smith being in the custody of Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Reynolds himself 
being in the custody of the Sheriff of Lee County. On the road during 
‘their progress thely] were met by parties of the citizens of Nauvoo; 
some, or most, of whom are said to have been members of the Nauvoo 
Legion; though there is no evidence that they appeared in a Military 
capacity. There was no exhibition of arms of any description, nor was 
there any Military or warlike array—nor was there any actual force 
used; though Mr. Reynolds testified that he felt under constraint; and 
that Smith, soon after meeting the first parties of Mormons, enlarged 
himself from his custody. Mr, Reynolds also testifies (and there can 
‘be no doubt of the fact) that he was taken to Nauvoo against his will, 
But whether he was taken there by the command of Smith and his 
friends, or by the voluntary act of the Sheriff of Lee County, who had 
him in custody, does not appear by any testimony furnished by Mc. 
Reynolds. The affidavit of the Sheriff has not been obtained, though 
there is evidence on the other side to show that the Sheriff of Lee County 
voluntarily carried Mr. Reynolds to the city of Nauvoo, without any 
coersion [sic] on the part of any one 

After arriving at Nauvoo a writ of Habeas Corpus was issued by 
the Municipal Court of that City, and Mr. Reynolds was compelled by 
authority of the court to produce Mr. Smith before that tribunal, After 
hearing the case the court discharged Smith from arrest 

There is much other other evidence submitted, but the foregoing 
is the Material part of it to be considered on the present occasion* 

Now, Sir, I might safely rest my refusal to order a detachment of 
Militia to assist in retaking Smith upon the ground that the laws of this 
State have been fully executed in the matter A writ has been issued 
for his apprehension; Smith was apprehended; and was duly delivered 
by the officer of the State to the agent of the State of Missouri appointed 
to receive him. No process officer or authority of this State has been 
resisted or interfered with—I have fully fully executed the duty which 
the law imposed on me, and have not been resisted, cither in the writ 
issued for the arrest of Smith or in the person of the officer appointed 

facts in the case concerning the release of Smith have not been fully 
‘Missouri with Smith, « party of Mormons met 


them and compelled the officer 
to Nauvoo. Nothing whatever is suid about the sheriff of Lee County having 
Missouri in custody. 
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to apprehend him. If there has been any resistance to any one it has 
been to the officer of Missouri, after Smith came to his custody, and after 
every thing had been done on my part which the law warranted me in 


Another objection to ordering a detachment of Militia arises out 
of the Militia laws of this State; the 43d Section of which is us 
follows: 

“Whenever it may be necessary to call into actual service any part 
of the Militia of this State on a requisition of the executive of the United 
State, or an actual or threatened invasion of this State, or any of the 
neighboring States or Territories of the United States, the Commander- 
in-Chief shall forthwith demand from each division a detachment in 
proportion to the strength thereof; except as hereinafter excepted; 
which order shall be delivered by a special Messenger to the several 
commandants of divisions, specifying the number demanded from 
each division; the time and place of rendezvous, if ordered to March; 
and if the same be detached under any particular act of the United 
States, to endorse the same on such orders; Provided that whenever 
the safety of any of the frontier settlements in this State shall, in the 
opinion of the Governor, require it, he may exempt the Militia in such 
settlements from being called into service and Make such further pro- 
vision for their defence as the necessity of the case may require; which 
exception shall be expressed in his orders to commandants of the divi- 
sions, who, together with the commandants of brigades, regiments, 
battalions and companies, shall govern themselyes accordingly; And 
provided, also, that such Militia men may be required to serve as spies 
on their own frontiers; and that on actual invasion, or any extreme 
emergency the commander-in-chief commandants of divisions, brigades, 
battalions and companies, may call on the whole or any part of the 
Militia under their respective commands, as the nature of the case may 
require, who shall continue in service, if necessary, until the Militia 
can be regularly called out.” 

‘The Governor has no other authority in calling out the Militia, than 
that which is contained in this Section. By which it appears that there 
must be either a requisition from the President an actual or threatened 
invasion, or some emergency to warrant the Governor in exercising this 
power. No one of these contingencics bas arisen. There has been 
no requisition from the President; there has been no actual or threatened 





ico ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


invasion of the State; nor is this such an extreme emergency as is con- 
templated by the law. If we allow that force was exhibited and 
threatened to compel your agent to carry his prisoner before the muni- 
cipal court of Nauvoo; that the court then took cognizance af the cause 
without jurisdiction, and against the consent of your agent, it would 
amount, at most, to a riot, and to a resistance of authority in a single 
case, and that under color of Jaw and legal process. To constitute 
an extreme emergency, so as to justify a call for the Militia, there ought 
in my opinion, to be some thing more than a mere illegal act; something 
more than a design to resist the law in a single instance. The design 
ought to be general, as in treason, rebellion, or insurrection, in which 
cases an universality of design is essential to constitute the offence, 
If a person resist a constable or a sheriff or other officer charged with the 
execution of process, with an intention to resist the law in that particu- 
Jar instance. Such an act is a misdemeanor at most; is indictable as 
such, and may be met by the posse comitaties[sic]. But something more 
than a mere misdemeanor must have been contemplated by the law. 
It would seem to me that it could never have been intended that the 
Governor should call out the Militia in every case where a constable 
or sheriff may be resisted; and even in a case of riotous resistance it 
would not be an extreme emergency without some Military array— 
some warlike show, or some threatened resistance to the Government 
itself, In this case there has been no warlike array in the proceedings 
of Smith and his friends; no exhibition of arms, and no actual force of 
an illegal character. Mr. Reynolds was not subjected to illegal imprison- 
ment, He was arrested on lawful process, and although that process 
may have been wrongfully obtained, yet his arrest was not riotous or 
unlawful, but according to the forms of law. Mr. Reynolds continued 
in the custody of the sheriff by virtue of that process, until he was taken 
to Nauvoo; and although he wss taken to that city against his will, and 
was by that means compelled to take his prisoner there, yet he was 
taken by lawful process, by an authorised officer, who acted, so far as 
T have any evidence, freely and voluntarily in so doing. In no one 
aspect of the case can I consider the present an extreme emergency, 
warranting a call for the Militia, according to the provisions of law in 
this State, 

Thus, Sir, I have stated to you the principal reasons which have 
influenced me in refusing to order a call of the Militia To my own 
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mind they are entirely satisfactory, and I hope they will meet with the 
approval of your excellency and the people of Missouri 
Thaye the honor to be 
Your Excellencys moat 
Obedient Servant 
Txomas Forp 


Exncutive DrraRtMENr 
Srruvortetp Iut. Aug, 5, 1843 

Str: I have scen it stated in the public prints and also learned by 
rumor that the United States Collector at Cincinnati had levied on a 
quangity of rail road Iron lately the property of Illinois for the payment 
of duties to the U.S. That Iron was imported to N. Orleans in the 
years *go & "41 and bonds with ample security were given at the Custom 
House in New Orleans for the payment of the duties. I assert it to be 
a fact that the State of Llinois has given bond with approved security for 
the payment of the duty upon all the rail road Iron imported and 
remaining unpaid. 

Iam informed that the time is not yet out for the payment of those 
duties. The iron has been sold with the view to be laid down before 
the expiration of the time, But by this scizure the State will be pre 
vented from having the rails laid in time to save her bond. 

T respectfully request you, sir, to enquire into the state of facts con- 
nected with the importation and seizure of the Tron; and that you will 
please to inform me what right the Collector at Cincinnat! had to levy 
on this Iron? and whether in so doing he acted under authority or direc 
tion from the Treasury Department? I have been under the impression 
that as the Iron has been bonded it is not liable to be seized at any time. 
‘The United States cannot it appears to me have a bond for the payment 
of duties and a right of seizure both. 

If you find the facts to be as afore stated, and if you concur with me 
in this view of the law, you will confer a favor upon this State and also 
oblige the purchaser of the Iron who is a worthy man and who will be 
tuined by this proceeding: if you will at the earliest moment in your 
power direct the Collector of Cincinnati to release this Tron. 

I am just informed that the Collector at S, Louis has levied upon a 
quanity of rail road Iron at Meredosia in this State under the like 
pretext and which Iron is in every reepect situated as the Eron at Cincin- 
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nati except that it has not been sold but has been ordered to be kept 
on hand to repair the rail road in this State. 

‘Your early attention to the subject matter of this letter will oblige 
me, 

T have the honor to be 
Your Obt, servant 
‘Tuomas Forp 

To the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Washington City 


‘SprincrieLp Sept rr 1843 
To J, Puters Esq. 

As you was [sic] the agent of the State to lease the Mills on the Little 
Wabash River I enclose you the account of Reuben Emerson for $800, 
Credited with an order in your favor with the sum of $59.62 Also an ac- 
count on John Wood amounting to $800. These accounts are payable 
in cash or current funds. I send them to you for collection and request 
that you will demand payment immediately If not paid I desire sult 
to be brought But the suit will be brought in Springfield If these 
accounts are not paid on demand or in very short time please inform 
me and let me know the counties where alll the parties and their securities 
reside 


Lam most respectfully 
Yours 
‘THomas Forp 


Stare or Inuiwors 

Whereas a quantity of Rail road Iron imported into the United 
States at the Port of New Orleans by the State of Illinois, has lately 
been seized by the United States Collector of the revenue at the Port of 
Cincinnati for the non payment of duties And whereas another quan- 
tity of rail road Iron at Meredosia in this State imported in like manner 
has been seized by the Collector of the Revenue at the Port of St. Louis _ 

Now therefore I Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Hlinois and 
ex-officio Fund Commissioner of said State acting for and on behalf of 
the same State do hereby fully authorize and empower Joel A Matteson 
Esq of Juliet as my agent and Attorney in my name on behalf of the 
State of Illinois to sign seal and deliver any such bond or bonds as may 
be necessary to procure the release of the said Rail road Tron or any 
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part thereof from the seizures aforesaid and to have the same again 
restored to the possession and control of the said Joel A. Matteson 
1 the said Thomas Ford Governor and ex-officio Fund Commissioner 
as aforesaid hereby fully ratifying and confirming all that may be done 
by the sald Joel A Matteson in my name on behalf of the said State in 
the premises as completely as if T were present at the doing thereof my 
self. 


Tn testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the great seal of State to be affixed at Springfield this r3th. 
(L.S.) day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand cight 
hundred and forty three 
Tomas Forp 


SpRincrreLp Septem 13 1843 

DEAR Sim: I have received your demand for the reward of two 
hundred dollars for the apprehension of John Williams offered in the 
proclamation of Governor Carlin dated July 23 184 

That proclamation offers the above reward upon condition that 
Williams should be apprehended and secured by the person apprehend- 
ing him so that he might be brought to trial before the circuit court 
of Clark county, 

Tt appears by the papers which you have forwarded me that Williams 
was taken before a single Justice of the peace and that the justice per- 
mitted him to go at large on bail in the sum [of] $r50 

‘This I apprehend was illegal and will not bind Williams to appear 
at the circuit court for trial; as you will perceive by the 3d Sec of the 
act to regulate the apprehension of offenders Revised laws '33 page 
221 that a single justice had no right to take bail in such acase And if 
not you and the justice together have permitted Williams after his arrest 
to escape and go at large. The proceedings in such a case would not 
bind him to appear at court for trial and of course you would not be 
entitled to the reward, 

Tf Williams had heen before committed to the custody of the Sheriff 
the Justices would have no right to bail him and you ought to have de- 
livered him to the Sheriff How is this? 

Tam most respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
Tromas Ford 
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Execomive Derartwexr October 6 1843 


Hon, Davip MARKELYt 


Dear Sm: I herewith transmit you a list of lands (47 eighty acre 
tracts) belonging to the State of Lllinois and selected under the provisions 
of an act of Congress Approved Sept. 4, 1841, entitled “An act to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to grant preemp- 
tion rights” which I desire you to inspect and value according to your 
best judgment, 

‘Those lands are numbered and designated as follows, to wit: 


WINE Town 38N. 5 East Near Pontinc 
E NE rs rH 
E 4NW 
Winw 
E SE 
W4SE 
E4sw 
wisw 
E NE 
WiNE 
E $NW 
winw 
E }SEfr. qr 
W SE fr. qr. 
E \NE 
WINE 
E NW 
W4yNw 
E }SE 
W SE 
E SW 
Wisw 
E 4SE é 2 Meridian 
W4SE 
E 4SW 
wisw 
E yNW 
WNW 
“David Markley (Markely); 1847, member of constitutional convention; 1838-50, 
‘state senator (Blue Buvk uf Iitinois, gos). 
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E4sw 13 West 2 Meridian 
wisw “ 
ENE 

WINE 

W fr. part SE 

E 4SE fr 

W 4 SE fr. 

E JSsWh, 

W SW ir, 

‘S fr. part NW 

S fr, part NE 

E 4NE 

WINE 

E4NW 

Winw 

E $SE 

W4SE 

Easw 

wisw 


You will proceed to each tract of land and value the same on inspec- 
tion, The reason why T have selected these tracts of Jand is that T am 
informed that some of them are of extraordinary value and have fine 
Mills Sites upon them. 

Talso hereby appoint you to select for the State of the Congress lands 
in the Chicago district an additional quantity of two thousand five 
hundred and eleven acres and fifty eight hundredths of an acre that 
amount of the former selections having been rejected by the Secretary 
of the Treasury on account of preemption rights and on account that 
the tracts rejected did not form the compact quantities of 320 acres or 
more 

In making these new selections you will be governed by the following 
rules 

You will make no selection unless of contiguous territory amounting 
to 320 acres or more in one place 

You will select no land which has been entered or upon which there 
is a preemption right 

And you will at the time of selection value the same and return the 
value with the land to this department 

Immediately after completing your selections you will notify the 
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Register of the land office at Chicago of the same and request him to 
with hold the land from market. 

If you should fail to find good land in the Chicago district I hereby 
authorize you to select the same in any other district in the Northern 


part of the State of Illinois. 
Tam most respectfully &c, 
‘Tomas Forp 


I Thomas Ford Governor of the State of Illinois do hereby appoint 
John M. Kelly as an agent to sell and dispose of timber stone and other 
materials belonging to this State on and near the Alton and Mount Car- 
mel railroad* and also to demand payment and settle for any timber 
stone or other material on or near said Road which has been or may 
be taken or used by any person or persons whatever 
(L, S$.) Witness my hand and the Seal of State hereto affixed this 3oth 

day of October A.D. 1843 
Tuomas Forp 


Col. James Dunlap* for the private Stockholders of the Bank of 
Illinois at Shawneetown, has this day tendered to me as Governor of 
the State, for the use of the people, under the provision of the act of the 
last session of the General Assembly putting said Bank into liquidation, 
the following State securities: to wit, 

352 State bonds, called interest bonds, heretofore hypothecated to 
Macalister and Stebbins! by John D. Whiteside, late Fund Commissioner 


eee epee eee oa 


nese ‘November 10, 
sreneral 


largely in real estate and was prominent farmer and stock raiser; instrumental in vcuting 
state institutions for Jacksonville; sieube of fine board of tubes f the Central Howl 
for the Insane; member of first board of trostees of the School for the Blind; 1857, opened 
“The Dunlap House" (Miss Mary Dunlap, Jacksonville, Eilinois, private letter to editar; 

Tacksonville Doily Journal, February 10, 1010), 

* To 1841, John D, Whiteside, fund commissioner of the state of Illinois, hypothecated 
i $04 interest-bearing bonds of $1,000 each, payable in 1865. 
bonds Macalister & Stebbins advanced to the state $26r,s65.83, with the under- 
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the principal and interest of which will amount on the egth day of this 
Month to the sum of $407.615.90 
Also, other State Bonds and Scrip to the amount of $22.84. 10 


§30.000,00 

Which State securities I refuse to receive. Because, in my opinion 

there is a question whether the State if liable to pay, or receive the securi- 

ties first above named, at par, depending upon the law and facts of the 
case proper to be decided by the Courts of justice. 


Springfield, Il. Feby. 9, 1844. 
es ‘Tromas Forp 


Cucaco, Inn. Janu: rd. 18. 

How. Jomx Davis 2 ete: a 

Str: Your favor of the 31st ultimo has been duly received. The 
topics embraced in it have been subjects of careful consideration with 
me for some time past; and I now proceed to answer your enquiries 
according to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Your letter calls on me for information on the following points 

ist What is the title of the State to the Canal property ? 


2. Is it in any respect incumbered by conveyances, pledges, or liens ? 
Does any antecedent act of the Legislature vest any title or right in the 
non subscribing bond holders? What is the meaning and design of 
the azst section of the act of 1843 ?* 
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3 Does the variance between the proposed contract and that specified 
hy the Legislature raise any doubt as to the power of the Governor to 
enter into it? Can he mortgage the property for a less sum than 
$r600000; or for a sum which obviously cannot complete the work ? 
Can he waive or release the provisions of the act working a forfeiture 
of the contract if the Canal is not completed within three years? 

4. Has the Governor any power to convey or to contract except what 
is conferred by the 2st section of the act? If he has not, does that 
section taken in connection with the residue of the act authorize him to 
grant in the manner proposed or in any other terms a preference to sub- 
seribers in the payment of their bonds or in the payment of their sup- 
posed loan? Ts such a preference consistent with the proviso which 
reserves to all bond holders the rights which have been conferred upon 
them. 

5. What is the effect of the grant contained in the roth section of the 
act of 18432* Will it vest any title in such trustees as may be chosen? 


‘pursuance of the general of this act; Se ane 
meaner ere progr banda ahyronriicy nd beyboryiedanngn sl 
canal and canal property therefor; And provided further, that 


Tegel peter 
ahr ty heat an he rt hereon wal sf 
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Will entering into a contract in pursuance of the other provisions of the 
act make this opcrative so as to transfer by Legislative power the prop- 
erty in the terms and by force of the grant there made? 

Lastly, suppose the deed of trust to be drawn upon the understand~ 
ing that all matters of enquiry shall issue favorably and it shall turn 
‘out that when the subscribers to the loan come to enter into a contract 
with the State as is provided in the act there should be a deficiency in 
the subscription, by the neglect or refusal of Stockholders to subscribe, 
how is that deficiency to be made up? And how would the balance thus 
necessary to make up $1600000, be supplied ? 

Tn reply, I have the honor to state that the title of the State of Tilinols 
to the Canal lands is secured by a legislative grant contained in an act 
of Congress to be found in Story's collection of laws page 2062. The 
selection and approval under that act by the proper officer of the U. S. 
Government is in possession of the State, acopy of which can be furnished 
you, if you think it necessary. 

‘The lands proposed to be conveyed in trust by the act of 1843, have 
never heretofore been conveyed or sold; nor have they been pledged 
otherwise than by the several acts of the General Assembly, under the 
authority of which loans have been obtained for the Canal, These 
acts all pledge the faith and credit of the State; the Canal and Canal 
Jands and other property for the payment of the principal sums borrowed 
and interest thereon. They at the same time provide for a progressive 
sale of the lands; and the act of 1839, which authorized a loan of four 
millions of dollars, expressly authorizes a sale of the lands by the authori- 
tics of the State and appropriates the avails to the payment of interest, 
and to the construction of the Canal. All the laws of the State on the 
subject of the Canal will be furnished you, by which you will see the 
extent to which those lands have been pledged for antecedent loans. 

Thope, however, to satisfy you in the course of my answer that the 
pledges heretofore made, by no means precludes [sic] the State from 


is hereby 
and others (exept for 
Indebtedness, which, 
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making a new pledge of the same lands for an additional sum of money; 
or from giving a priority of payment to those who make it. 

‘The pledge of the Canal property for former loans, does not amount 
to a legislative grant of a legal vested interest. It is not like a Mortgage, 
which in point of law conveys the legal estate; nor does such a pledge 
yest any power in the creditor to take possession of the property; nor 
did it carry with it any assurance of a judicial remecly in caze of the vio- 
lation of the pledge. But on the contrary, it supposes that the Legis- 
lature of the State, is to continue to have the control and disposal of the 
property, and are to adopt measures which in their wisdom and discre- 
tion, will make it most available for the payment of the debt as well as 
to complete the Canal, The State does not merely hold the land in 
trust for the benefit of creditors, The pledge cannot receive that con- 
struction, because there is no legal remedy against the State to compel 
an execution of the trust. It is merely honorary; and binding upon 
the public faith and conscience. It amounts only to a declaration and 
assurance to the public creditor, that the property pledged shall be 
managed in the best manner for the benefit of bond holders, according 
to such just and enlightened discretion as sovereign States must neces- 
sarily be understood to reserve, where they undertake the management 
of a business in their sovereign capacity. 

According to this view, the right of the public creditor may be said 
to be perfect in one respect; that is, he has a right morally, to exact jus- 
tice, and good faith. But in another respect his right is imperfect; 
inasmuch as he has no judicial remedy; inasmuch as the Legislature 
must be the agent to dispose of the property for his benefit; and inasmuch 
as the mode of disposal and application must necessarily depend upon 
its views of policy and justice, 

Such, I suppose to be the right of a bond holder, in respect of this 
property: wherefore, if it can be shown that the disposition of it, pro- 
posed by the Canal law of 1843, is the most wise, prudent, and just one, 
to all the public creditors, the non-subscribing as well as the subscribing 
bond holders, it will be all that will be necessary, legally and morally, 
to sustain the power of the Legislature to make it, Certainly the Legis- 
lature did not think that they were violating the rights of non-subscrib- 
ing bond holders, by postponing them in participating in the benefits 
of the trust. Many millions of dollars had already been expended on 
the Canal, [t'was yet incomplete. It yielded norevenue, The State 
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was millions in debt on account of other improvements which yielded 
nothing. Tt was well known that a sale of the lands and canal in their 
precent condition, would yield but little towards satisfying any of our 
creditors, The State was too poor; too destitute of both property and 
money, to pay the entire amount of interest by taxation; and 
there appeared to be no other resource, The only hope of the public 
creditor, was in a wise and judicial management of this property, whereby 
its value would be increased; and in the future growth and prosperity 
of @ new country. 

Under these circumstances, it was confidently believed that although 
those lands were, without the completion of the Canal, inadequate to 
pay any considerable portion of the debt, yet they might be made avail- 
able to put the canal in operation; that the canal in its turn would revive 
confidence; turn the tide of emigration and wealth from abroad again 
into the State; increase the ability of the people to pay taxes; and itself 
yield a revenue sufficient to pay a very large portion of the interest on 
the public debt; and we believed that the residue of the interest could 
then be provided for by taxation, if necessary. This was our financial 
policy; and such, was the necessity which, in our opinion, made it 
the most wise, just, and prudent, which we could at that time adopt. 

Te does not, then, appear that we infringe the rights of a non subserib- 
ing bond holder by giving a priority in payment to such of our creditors 
as will advance an additional sum of money, which is to be used to bring 
about results so auspicious to the interests of all. 

Tt is understood that in England, where the same common laws [sic] 
prevails which is in force in Illinois, it is the law, in case of Railroad, 
Bridge, and other suchlike corporations, that the last loan to the corpora- 
tion, is first to be paid, notwithstanding previous pledges for antecedent 
loans. Also, Maratime loans of money on the pledge of a foreign ship; 
when the ship has been pledged for more than one loan, the last one is 
to be first paid. The Master in a foreign port may borrow money to 
repair, furnish, and victual his ship, and pledge the ship itself in payment, 
Tn the course of a long and unfortunate voyage it may become necessary 
to borrow successive sums of money and to give a new pledge of the 
ship on each occassion [sic]. In all such cases the last advance is to be 
first paid outof the proceeds of the ship. Because if it were otherwise, 
the antecedent creditor, by the loss of the ship might be wholly deprived 
of his security, 
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‘The principle of law applicable to this kind of lending would seem 
to apply with great force to this last advance of money requested to 
complete the Canal, ‘The Canal itself is a non-entity in value without 
the last finish. So is the water power. Town lots which without the 
Canal would remain Village lots, with it would be City lots. The land 
it is true is now of some value. But all well informed persons agree 
that it would be quadrupled in value at least by the completion of the 
canal. The whole property is now like a ship half sunk and daily going 
to destruction, for want of a little money to raise and repair it, and put 
it into the trim of a tall gallant vessel. 

‘That the land is now of some value does not seem to distinguish the 
case from that of the ship: and the only difference appears to be, that 
in the case of the vessel, the owners are not bound; but in our case the 
faith of the State is pledged, as well as this particular property. If I 
have already insisted upon the inability of the State to meet its engage- 
ments, I have not done so for the purpose of coercing a new advance of 
money; but, simply, truly and candidly, for the sole and only purpose 
of placing the additional security of a pledge of the public faith in ite 
true light; and to avoid such inferences as might possibly be drawn 
from it, in case it had been given by a solvent State. 

This view of the case, convinces me that none of the creditors can 
strictly claim a priority of payment in consequence of former pledges; 
and without some additional legislation, such as the act of 1843, they 
must share pari passu, in the proceeds of the property, 

Tf the rights of the creditor consist simply in a claim upon the public 
faith, which ought to be sacred; and if the pledge of property is merely 
honorary, conveying no vested interest in the land; I cannot imagine 
any reason why the debts of the State thus secured are different from 
other debts, which are binding upon the public hanor and conscience. 
Nor can I imagine why the Legislature cannot give a preference to one 
creditor over another in the payment of this debt. It is a well known 
principle of law, that a debtor in failing circumstances may give such 
preference; and that he may convey his property in trust giving a pri- 
ority to some of his creditors. This may always be dane by the prin- 
ciples of the common laws, where the Bankrupt laws of the country 
do not require an equal distribution of the effects of the debtor; and 
where the deed of trust is not upon condition of a discharge from the 
debt and reserves no property or benefit to the debtor himself. 
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Tn our case we do not propose to be discharged from the debt; nor 
have we reserved any property or benefit to our selves for the purpose of 
coercing submission on the part of the creditor, Whatever reservation 
there may be, isa mere resulting trust after the payment of the debt. 

‘The Legislature have expressly authorized such a disposition of the 
canal property; and I cannot doubt, but that if any of the bond holders 
had accepted the terms of the grant contained in the act of 1843, they 
would have enjoyed an assured estate In the property granted. It seems 
however that the bond holders do not propose to accept the precise 
terms of the law. They offer to enter into a contract with the Governor 
in a manner somewhat variant from the law, but supposed to be author~ 
ized by the arst section of that act. As to my power to enter into such 
a contract, it becomes me now to state my opinion. 

Tt scems to me clear, that I have at least full power to convey all the 
benefits and advantages proposed by the law; and to bind the State 
in all particulars whatever in which it would have been bound, if the 
terms of the law had been accepted, It appears to be clear to my mind 
that the design of the a1st section was to enlarge the power of the Gover- 
nor beyond the terms of the law, rather than to restrain it to a more 
limited sphere. That this section enlarges the power of the Governor, 
and authorizes him to enter acontract at variance with the law, is evident 
from the language of the section itself, And this construction is fortified 
by the known facts of the case which called for such a provision. 

‘The facts of the case are, that the State was possessed of property 
which was pledged in honor for the payment of adebt. We were willing 
to surrender it to our creditors for that purpose; and the only question 
was how it could be made most available; and upon what terms and 
conditions our creditors would prefer to receive it in part payment of 
their debt. The whole law was therefore considered as a mere proposal 
to the bond holders. We had no information from them as to what 
terms they would be most likely to accept. In this uncertainty as to 
what they would do, we endeavored to make our proposal as reasonable 
and just and as likely to succeed as we could. We legislated according 
to the best lights which we possessed at the time. But for fear we might 
not hit the views of our creditors; or in the language of the a1st section 
we provide that “If in consequence of any defect, omission, or objection 
to the foregoing act, the said bond holders or other persons shall neglect 
or refuse to subscribe for the said loan, in that case the Governor is 
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hereby authorized to negotiate and enter into contract with the said 
bond holders or other persons in pursuance of the general principles 
of this act. Provided that he shall make no further pledge of the faith 
or credit of the State, for any advance of money, but shall be limited to 
pledging the canal and canal property thereof. And provided further 
that in any negotiation to be made under the provisions of this act for 
the purpose of carrying them into effect nothing shall be done which 
shall in any wise interfere with the rights now secured to the holders of 
canal bonds." This is the arst section: by which it clearly appears 
that a variance from the terms of the law was contemplated. If the 
creditors objected on account of any defect or omission in the law, such 
a defect or omission was to be supplied by contract; and in like manner 
anything which the bond holders could reasonably object to in the terms 
of the law, was to be provided for by contract, ‘The power given to the 
Governor to contract is very general and sweeping; and is only limited 
in three particulars The contract is to be according to the general 
principles of the act. That is, I make no doubt, the power to contract 
is to be exercised for the purpose of attaining the same great object which 
the Legislature had in view to accomplish, and in a manner agreeing 
with the cardinal features of the law. This limitation is expressed in 
a very indefinite manner, from which I cannot hesitate to believe if the 
Governor exercises the power conferred upon him reasonably and 
discreetly to obtain the desired object, that the State could make no 
objection, 

The next limitation is, that the Governor shall not pledge the faith 
or credit of the State; which of itself is a lucid commentary by the Legis- 
lature upon their own meaning, and upon the extent of power which 
they thought might be exercised by the Governor without this limitation. 
Tt seems that they feared that the power conferred in the first part of 
the section might enable the Governor to pledge the faith and credit of 
the State unless restrained by express enactment. 

The other limitation is, as to the rights of non subscribing bond 
hdlders. ‘These are not to (be] affected by any contract of the Governor. 
T have already shown, as I flatter myself, the nature of the rights of a 
bond holder. 

If I have already succeeded in establishing the positions, that the 
pledge in former laws in favor of non subscribing bond holders is merely 
honorary; that it conveyed no legal interest; that ft only amounted to 
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a declaration and assurance binding in hanor and conscience; that the 
State in its sovereign capacity isto be the agent in disposing of the pledge 
for the benefit of creditors; that in the execution of this agency, the State 
is bound simply by the principles of justice, and a wise discretion; that 
the canal law of 1843, makes the most wise and just disposition of the 
property for the benefit of all creditors; that this law expressly authorizes 
4 priority in favor of subscribing bond holders, and that the arst section 
enlarges the power of #he Governor beyond the terms of the law; I 
cannot conceive why this proviso should be construed to inhibit the Gov- 
ernor from giving such a preference by contract, as is already given by 
the law, if the terms of it had been accepted. The section in which this 
proviso is contained authorizes the Governor to contract with persons who 
are not bond holders and give them a preference in the payment of money 
advanced. From all which I infer that this proviso simply means, that 
the Governor in executing the power conferred upon him to contract, is 
to regard the rights of non subscribing bond holders in the same benefi- 


Legislature, that this proviso should defeat all the provisions of the law; 
and yet this must necessarily be understood if we suppose that the non 
subscribing bond holders have rights which are inconsistent with a new 
pledge in favor of other, and certainly more meritorious, creditors. 

‘The rotht section of the canal law of 1843, expressly conveys the 
canal property in trust for specified purposes; and the 13th? section 

‘Ror sec, 10, see anie, 108, 1. 

act to pruvide or the completion of the Illinois and Mfichigan Canal, and for 

the payment of the Cana} debt": 

“See. rs. ‘The aid board of trustess when appointed are hereby 
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makes it take effect, upon the election and appointment of trustees; 50 
that the principles of the common law requiring an estate to be vested 
in presenti, are wholly inapplicable. I propose to convey the same prop- 
erty in trust which is offered to be conveyed by the roth section. The 
21st section authorizes me to do so; and the 13th section of course 
would vest the title and possession upon the appointment of trustees, 
‘This seems to be clear from the fact that I am to incorporate the general 
principles of the Iaw (of which this is one) into"the contract. 

Tam well satisfied that if the Legislature had the power to pass the 
law, I have power to contract in pursuance of its provisions; and such 
a contract being made, that the property would be vested in trustees 
by force of Legislative power, 

It is my opinion that I can mortgage the property for less than 
$r6c0000, in the manner proposed by the bond holders; that is they are 
to share pari passu with others who may hereafter contribute to the com- 
pletion of the canal, J do not understand that the property is to be 
conveyed to them for their sole use and benefit; or that they could cause 
it to be sold before the canal shall be completed, to pay their first 
advance. Those who are to make future advances could not share 
pari passu in the benefit of the pledge if the property could be sold to 
pay the first. 

‘The arst section does not limit the sum to be borrowed otherwise 
than by requiring the power to be exercised in pursuance of the general 
principles of the act; which act however specifies the sum of $1600000, 
as necessary to complete the canal, I however place my power to enter 
into the contract in this respect upon this ground: there is nothing in 
the act which requires me to borrow the whole amount of $1600000, of 
the same persons, I think I may contract with one set of persons for a 
part of the money and with another set for the residue. My power over 
the subject does not cease until I have completed the whole negotiation. 


ey lands and water powers sold by ther 
as aforesaid, ale eee a whe same be fully pal. but not before; a 


situated st an appraivement wo 
ments." Lows of Tints, eae S738. 
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It is similar in this respect to the power of the Governor to negotiate 
former loans, By one act, the Governor was authorized to nogotiate 
a loan of four millions of dollars. Bounds were sold at many different 
‘times to many different individuals, each one containing a pledge of 
the lands 8c. No one of these sales nor all of them together produced 
a. sum of money sufficient to complete the canal. But I presume there 
would be no question as to the legality of such loans as were effected 
under that law. 

Tdo not doubt but that [ have the power in pursuance of the general 
principles of the act to convey all the property mentioned in the 1oth* 
section to trustees, to be applicd according to the provisions of the canal 
law. 

I do not question, either, my power to release the forfeiture of the 
contract if the canal shall not be completed within three years. 

‘My reasons for these opinions have already been given. They are 
founded upon the construction which I think ought to be given to the 
arst® section. My conviction is that this section enlarges the power of 
the Governor, instead of restraining it. That it authorizes me to depart 
from the terms of the law by supplying defects and omissions, and waiv- 
ing objections to the law itself; that I am restrained in this particular, 
only so far as L am required to contract in pursuance of the gencral 
principles of the act. If I understand the proposition of the bond hold- 
ers, they do not wish to forfeit whatever they may have advanced, in 
case of failure to pay the residue of their subscriptions; and they desire 
that the property may still continue to be held in trust for their benefit, 
so far as they may make advances, as well as for the benefit of others 
who may advance the residue of the money to make the canal. In this 
sense I cannot perceive that the proposed contract would be variant from 
the general principles of the law. 

‘The object of the law in providing for a reversion of the lands to the 
State, in case the canal shall not be completed in three years, was, as T 
well know myself, to secure the ultimate control of the State over the 
work, in case of the long continued and unreasonable delinquency of 
the subscribers. It was thought that it would be improvident legislation 
to convey those lands to trustees for the benofit of subscribers who might 
take their own time, and perhaps never fulfil their part of the engagement. 


"For sec. 10, see ante, 107, 0 
"For see. 21, see ante, ro8, a. 
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In the meantime the State authorities would be prevented from making 
other arrangements for prosecuting the work on the canal. To avoid 
this evil and this only, it was provided that if the subscribers should fail 
to make the canal in three years the property should revert to the State, 
T think that T could not lawfully enter into any contract which would 
tie up the hands of the Legislature in thia manner, But I make no 
question that I can release a forfeiture of money paid, and also provide 
‘that the trust shall continue as a security for its reimbursement together 
with other sams which may be afterwards advanced. 

Tn this manner the ultimate control of the Legislature would be'secure 
‘over the work, at the same time securing to the subscribers whatever 
money they may advance, The mere forfeiture of the money paid and 
of the security for its repayment, J cannot believe was the] cardinal object 
of the Legislature to accomplish. There would be no justice in it; and 
T solemnly believe that an agreement providing against such a forfeiture 
would be so just and equitable in itself; and would accord so well with 
a discreet and prudent exercise of power under the 2rat section, that no 
objection could be made to it, either in law or equity, and that it might 
well be considered as one of those objections to the law which might be 
supplied by contract. 

When I first saw the proposal of the bond holders I had some doubt 
as to the power of the Goyernor to enter into the contract. But that 
doubt originated in the uncertain mode of expression used. Since 1 
have seen Messrs. Oakley and Ryan, and heard from them the meaning 
intended, I have had no doubt, whatever. 

Your remaining question is this; Suppose there should be a defi- 
ciency in the subscription by the neglect or refusal of the Stockholders 
to subscribe, how is that deficiency to be made up? And how would the 
balance thus necessary to make up the $1600000 be supplied ? 

Thave already stated that I consider the contract to borrow a portion 
of the money to be good as a part execution of the power vested in me to 
negotiate a loan of $1600000, The sum thus obtained would put about 
fifty miles of the Canal into operation; and I cannot conceive that if the 
contract should be good and valid as a part execution af the power con- 
ferred upon me, at the time it is entered into, that the validity of the act 
could be affected by a failure to negotiate the residue of the loan, if such 
be the case. But I do not apprehend danger of failure. It might per- 
haps be improper for me to anticipate at this time, what the future policy 
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of the State would be in case of 2 failure to negotiate a part or the whole 
of this loan. But I should expect with confidence, that further induce- 
ments might be provided to obtain all the money which may be necessary 
to complete the Canal; And if not, the sum now to be advanced would 


not be expended in vain. 
Lam very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
‘Txomas Forp 


‘Srrincrieip March qth 1844 

Gent. Fay 

Dear Ste: I send you by Mr, Scammont the certificates of Canal 
indebtedness coming to the contractors. 

T have received notice of an injunction in the case of Mr. Yarwood, 
1 have been served with an injunction as to N. J. Brown, and have in 
consequence retained $2000. Lawyer Collins® for Mr. Steel has filed 
a Caveat and protest against issuing any in favor of those claiming under 
Temple.’ Those claimants are. 

A, M. Leod, J. D, Wilson & B. F. Barry 


J. Sears, Jr. & L, Paine. 

J. Sears Jr., S. Blount & S, Paine 
John P, Allen, 

L. F. Gale, 


* Jonathan Young Scammon: bora July 27, 18:2, at Whiteficld, Maine; 1851, gradu- 
ee cea Rees (Doe ‘studied law and asimitted’ to the bor at 
Hallowell, 533, removed to Chicago; 2836, deputy circuit clerk of Cook County: 


emigrated to Chicago; 
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‘These are all retained to await legal proceedings which Mr. Collins 
‘has notified me that he is about to institute. 

T have requested Mr. Scammon to notify every body from Peru up, 
‘that the Scrip is sent up, and it is my wish that when you receive it that 
you will keep it on hand until you are satisfied that there has been a 
general notice, and then if not enjoined by some persons interested, that 
you will pay it out to the persons to whom it belongs, 

In genoral, any one partner of a firm will be entitled to receive and 
receipt in the name of the firm for the whole. But there may be cases 
known ta you where it would be proper to pay to one partner, where 
the whole do not apply in person, the share to which he would be eatitled 
on division. 

‘The following will be something like the form of the receipt 
Received March 1844, of Thomas Ford, Governor of the State 
of Illinois, by the hands of Jacob Fry the sum of in scrip, being 
in part for the award of damages made by the appraisers in favor 
of as Canal Contractors, 

Tam moat respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 
Tuomas Forp 


Sprincrieip March 32, 1844 


Issued powers of Attorney to Hon. Michacl Ryan similar to those made 
to Col. Oaklcy and himself 16th May 1843 copied on pages 116-123 
of this Book.* 

‘Whereas, on the oth day of February last, Col, James Dunlap as 
agent of the private Stock holders of the Bank of Ilinois, presented to 
Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Illinois, three hundred and 
sixteen bonds of one thousand dollars each, commonly called interest 
bonds, being part of the bonds hypothecated by the Fund commissioner 
January 1, 1834—April 1, rBs7, operated stage line from Chicago to Ottarn; resumed the 
Practie of medicine in Chicago: Interested In contracts forthe contruction of the Ilinols 
and MeL COL trate ‘of Rush Medical College; founded St. Louis School of Home. 


pathy; died ‘Louis, February 24, 1877 oye ae ‘Ufatorical Encyclopedia 
of MMinois; ‘Hisery af Cook Coon, helo Chicago, 1 


* These pages refer to Governor's Letter-Book, Vol. IV, oa For power of attomey 
tee ent, 32-85. 
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with Macalister and Stebbins, the principal and Interest of which 
amounted on the 25th day of February last to three hundred sixty six 
thousand two hundred and nin[elty seven dollars and seventy two cents, 
in payment of the debt due from the said Bank to the State under the 
act to reduce the State debt one million of dollars and to put the Bank 
of Hlinois into liquidation Approved Feby. asth 1843. 

And whereas when the said bonds were tendered as afore said, the 
said Governor refused to receive them on account of a doubt on his 
‘mind as to whether they were such State liabilities as the State was bound 
to receive, 

And whereas the Governor is yet undetermined whether the said 
bonds ought to be received Nevertheless the sald private Stockholders 
insist that they are bona fide holders of said bonds, they having been 
purchased without notice, and insist upon their reception by the State, 

And whereas the Governor desires to leave the question of the recep- 
tion of said bonds within the discretion and action of the Legislature— 
And whereas if the said General Assembly shall decide that the said bonds 
shall not be received as part payment of the debt due the State by the 
said private stockholders, then it is just that provision should be made 
by law or by resolution af the General Assembly whereby the said Stock- 
holders should receive their due proportion of the Auditor’s Warrants 
as already provided by law to be issued to Macalister and Stebbins upon 
the return of said bonds or any of them as provided in said act. 

It is therefor agreed by the Governor, on behalf of the State, of the 
first part, and by James Dunlap president of the said Bank, and agent 
of the private Stockholders, of the second part, That the Governor will 
yeceive the three hundred and sixteen interest bonds of one thousand 
dollars each, on deposite, and unless the General Assembly shall on or 
before the 20th day of January next by law or resolution repudiate this 
contract and authorize the issuing of Auditor's Warrants to the said 
James Dunlap as agent for said stockholders for their proportion thereof 
as before provided and in pursuance of an act to authorize a settlement 
with Macalister and Stebbins, and further to diminish the State debt 

March 4, 1843, the same as if said act had been complied 
with by them, then the said interest bonds and the interest thereon is 
to be considered as having been duly received by the State of Illinois 
in part payment of the remaining debt due by the said Bank to the State 
for said Bank&Stock. 
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In testimony whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals this oth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty four. 

Twomas Forp (Seal) 
Jaws Duntav (Seal) 


Received of J. Beall, late member of the Board of Public Works, 
the sum of Four thousand five hundred and sixty five dollars and forty 
three cents ($4565.43/) in substituted drafts or internal improvement 
scrip all of it bearing interest from Dec. roth 1839, except one hundred 
and twenty dollars which bears interest from May 6th, 1840, and which 
the said Joshua Beall alledges [sic] he received of M, K. Alexander,* 
Jate member of the Board of Public Works, as part of the appropriation 
for the improvement of the Wabash river from the sale of saline lands, 
being as it is said funds received by said Alexander from Saml. Mundy 
late comr. of the Wabash improvements, 

‘Troms Forp, Gov. 
Feby. 25, 1845. and exoflico Fund Comr. 


‘To all to whom these presents shall come—Greeting* 

Know ye that I, Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Illinois, 
by virtue of power in me vested, do by these presents appoint and direct 
that an election for two trustees, on the part of the subscribers to a loan 
authorized by an act entitled An act to provide for the completion of 


bora January 23, 179%, in Elbert County, Georgia; 1 
sal a 8 18 


orb Fb sd re tat the election should be beld at Lock- 
port, Tlinois, subscribers, the place of election was removed to 
Rew ont (iat five, rete 55 1844-45, 38). 
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the Dlinois and Michigan canal and for the payment of the canal debt, 
approved Feb. a1, 1843, shall be held by the said subscribers at the 
Exchange Bank in the City of New York on the... .day of 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty five, 
under the direction of the Judge of the United States for the district of 
New York, or such person as he may appoint for that purpose in pur- 
suance of the above recited act, and of an act entitled ‘'An act supple- 
mental to an act for the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal 
and for the payment of the Canal debt, approved February 21st one 
thousand eight hundred and forty three” Approved March 1, 1845. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused 

the Seal af State to be affixed. Done at the City of Springfield 
(L.S.] in the State of Illinois, on the day of in the year 

of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty five and of 

the independence of the United States the sixty ninth, 

Tomas Foro 


‘SPRINGFIELD March to. 1845 


GenrLeMen: 1 have received your favor of the 2nd inst. and in 
accordance with our understanding when you were here, I send you « 
blank appointment for the election of trustees. I have already trans- 
mitted to you a copy of the contract, together with Gov. Davis’ draft I 
have also transmitted another copy to Genl. Fry and Mr. Matteson to 
be signed at Chicago and then to be forwarded to Mr. Leavitt. In my 
letter accompanying the copy of the contract transmitted to Mr, 
Leavitt, I promise to forward to him and to Governor Davis a blank 
appointment for the election of trustees, to be used according to your 
discretion, as soon as you become satisfied that there is but little doubt 
that the contract will be signed and the law accepted by the Subscribers. 

Your letter of the and inst. would seem to vest a larger discretion 
in me; and authorizes me if I see proper to complete the papers immedi- 
ately and risk the approval of the European Subscribers. If you think 
proper to take this course, you have my hearty concurrence. If the 
matter should fail contrary to all expectation, I can only subject myself 
to some censure, by being over sanguine of success, which I am ready 
to incur inasmuch as if it succeeds the work will commence so much 
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the earlier on the canal this season, You will see that I have already 
signed the contract, on my part, and it now rests with the Atlantic sub- 
scribers and the gentlemen who hold the proxies of the foreign sub- 
seribers, whether they will at once complete the arrangement, relying 
upon its ratification by the Subscribers abroad. 

1 will in due time provide a form for a registry of bonds &c. and 
appoint persons in Chicago, New York, and London, with whom such 
registry can be made. 

Tam with the highest respect. 
Your obedient Servant 
Tomas Forp 
Gov, John Davis 
David Leavitt, Esq. 
New York. 


‘Spaincriz.p May 18 1845 

Duan Sur: Michael Kennedy has given me notice in writing that 
he intends to take depositions upon interrogatories to prove his claim 
which he makes against the State, to be laid before the Legislature, 

He has notified me that he intends to prove by Henry Stebbins the 
hypothecation of the 804 interest bonds and the terms of the hypothe- 
cation; the hypothecation of some of them to Holford and Kingsford 
and the terms of this last hypothecation; the fact that these last bonds 
were advertised for sale by Holford and Kingsford and intended to be 
sold by them on the 27 Oct 1841; that you sent Hopkins for Kennedy, 
that Kennedy returned with Hopkins; that when they returned you 
asked Kennedy how much money (meaning bonds and scrip) he had; 
that Kennedy answered, about forty thousand dollars; that you asked 
Kennedy where it was; that Kennedy stated about his person; that you 
said you wanted it to give to Mr. Stebbins; that Kennedy then took 
out the bonds and scrip and handed them to you; that you immediately 
shoved them to Stebbins; that Stebbins counted them and said there 
was but $38,215,345 that Kennedy requested you to give him a receipt; 
that Stebbins took out his watch and said there was but fifteen minutes 
to come and go on and that it would take an hour and a half to write a 
receipt describing the bonds and scrip with their dates and amounts, 
and that the receipt could be given at another time; that the bonds and 
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scrip would remain over there (pointing to the house) and that you 
assented saying that would do 

He also notifies me that he intends to prove the same facts 
by Mr. Hopkins 

‘He also notifies me that he will prove by Holford and Kingsford the 
hypothecation of the interest bonds to them; the terms of the hypothe- 
cation; that the bonds were to have been sold on the 27th day of October 
1841 and that they were determined to sell unless additional security 
wos given; and on that day additional security was given amounting to 
$38,215 44 in bonds and scrip and that these are still held by them. 

He also notifies me that he will prove by Judge Shields that the receipt 
given by Stebbins was delivered by Kennedy to Shields, and that you 
got the receipt from him expressing your intention to settle the matter 

He also notifies me that he will prove by one Richard Philips Captain 
of 4 Steam Boat that you stated to Kennedy in presence of Philips that 
the State of Illinois owed Kennedy forty thousand dollars 

He also notifies me that he will prove by Mr Hays that he heard you 
before the 27 of October repeatedly promise Stebbins to furnish addi- 
tional security to prevent the hypothecated bonds from being sold 

He also notifies me that he intends to prove by Mr, Bigelow that you 
promised Stebbins additional security and declared that you would not 
leave until additional security was given him; and further that a few 
days after to wit the rst Nov 1841 Kennedy stated in your presence that 
he had loaned you on the Wednesday previous which was the 27th of 
‘Oct all the bonds and scrip he had and that you did not deny or 
dispute it 

And finally he has notified me that be will prove by B. F. Butler 
David Leavitt and others that Stebbins Hopkins and Kingsford are 
men of good and unimpeached character on whose testimony the utmost 
reliance may be placed 

Kennedy informs me that he intends to make another appeal to the 
‘Legislature and will take this testimony to sustain it To give his appli- 
cation the most moral weight he can he has notified me of his intention 
and what be intends to prove. This matter has been investigated over 
before and I was in hopes that it was done with; but there is no possi- 
bility of preventing an application to the Legislature every seasion for 
the next twenty years 

It may be worthy your consideration whether jt Is not our duty to 
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get all the evidence on the part of the State that can begot. Ithink that 
it is, and also that Kennedy’s Witnesses should be thoroughly cross 
examined I think I remember hearing you say two years ago last Winter 
that Kennedy was sworn before the Committee and testified against his 
‘own claim. I want to take your own testimony also the testimony of 
some of the Committee who will remember Kennedy's evidence 

I wish you immediately and without delay to send me a set of cross 
interrogatories to be put to Kennedy's witnesses; a set of questions 
concerning Kennedy's evidence before the Committee and the names of 
the members of the Committee whose evidence ought to be taken; and 
also the substance of what your own evidence will be so that Tcan frame 
interrogatories on it also advise me of any other matter which ought 
to be proved and the name and residence of the witness or witnesses 
by whom it can be proved 

Your earliest attention to this matter is most earnestly solicited We 
must not allow Kennedy to take his testimony exparte and then have 
him and his friends say that we have been notified and were afraid to 
take the evidence on the part of the State 

Do answer in full, in at least two days after you receive this, 

Tam most respectfully 
Taomas Forp 


Genl. John D. Whiteside 
late fund Comr. 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
‘Srrinorretp, In. Nov, 25 1845 


Sir; In answer to your favor of Nov 3d I have the honor to transmit 
to you a list of selections of land under the distribution law of '42. It is 
taken from the list of selections made by Mr. Adams in Oct last. It 
embraces only 603 45/ acres; and to make this amount we have been 
compelled to take a detached 86 & go acre tract. These Tast tracts are 
submitted, with some doubt, for your approval. But as they are neces- 

"John D. Whitesides born 1794. at Whiteside Station, Monroe County, Illinois; 

1850-36, representative in General Assembly; 1836, presidential elector; December 5, 

Geen bad pay swnator: March a ty 6, 184, State trensurer; 18¢¢~ 

General Aseembly; 1847, member of Constitutional Convention: 

ies di ce bi where be is buried; Democrat fa polities (note Hisorial 
Collections, IV4 164, 8. 3). 
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sary to make the amount to which the State is entitled, I hope they will 


be allowed. 
Lam very Respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 
Tuomas Foro 
Hon James Shields* 
Comr. Gen Land Office 
Washington City 
‘Statement of the lands selected for the State of Illinois by Elijah Adams 
agent appointed by Gov, Ford, in lieu of former selections made by 
Greenup, Young, and Berry under the act of Congress approved Sep- 
tember 4th 1841 entitled An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands and to grant preemption rights and under the act of 
Congress approved roth March 1842 entitled An act to authorise the 
Governors of the States of Illinois Arkansas and Missouri to cause 
to be selected the lands therein mentioned which selections have in part 
been rejected and set aside by the Commissioner of the Genl. Land 
Office for illegality in selecting and prior preemption claims 











Springfield 25 November 1845. 
* James Shields: born December 12, 1810, os 


Ireland; 
began practice of law at Kaskaskia, Tinois; 1836- 
Assembly; March 4, ‘are March 26, 1843, stato auditor; 

‘Supreme Court of in 


styp ssl to Delt Gate Seaute to Gt uactgiod tar of Senter Bony, 
January to March; died June 1, 2879, at Ottumwa, Iowa (Palmer, Beach ond 
Hlinois; National Cyclopacdia of American Biography, 
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Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD Int. Nov. 25, 1845 
T have caused the following selections to be made of Seminary 
lands, being two sections. The selections of Seminary lands granted 
by act of Congress to the State of Illinois have not yet been completed; 
and this list is furnished to complete the same—to wit: 


swt Sec24 Town 41 N Rit East 160 





WhoftheSE 2 “240% gr“ ar Bo 
Wi “ NER “a5 gt “a « 
NW “25 gt “a “io 
BE} “NWE “26 “ Qa “9b 
E }oftheNE t Seca6 Town4zN R gEast 80 
EP ae. ge CB gH ae 
Eh“ SWE “26 “ qe "9%  & 
Ni “a5 “4a bite Saas (320 
wi“ SWE a ge HQ BD 
Acres 1280 
I am most respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 


THomas Forp 
Hon, James Shields 
Comr. Gen Land Office 
Washington City. 
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CHAPTER IT 


EXECUTIVE LETTER-BOOK OF AUGUSTUS C. FRENCH 
AND JOEL A. MATTESON, 1846-55 


Executive Derartaent 
Srrisorietp Dec oth 1846 

Sim: I am informed by my predecessor Gov. Ford, that the time of 
continuance of the force under your command at Nauvoo, was limited 
to the 15th inst. 

Believing that no further necessity exists for continuing a military 
force at that place, you will please to dishand and allow the troops to 
return home, after the day fixed by Gov. Ford 

Avoustus C. Fresca’ 
Governor of the State 
To of Illinois 
‘Maj. J E Jackson 
Military Commandant 
at Nauvoo Ilinois 


Executive Derarruent 
Sprrnerretp Dec, ro 1846 
To May J E. Jackson 
Military Commandant stationed at Nauvoo 
Dr Str: Since despatching my former letter of this date to you, 1 
have received your letters of the 7th & 8th inst. That letter will be 
regarded as a suflicient answer to yours of the 7th 


* Augustus C, Franch: born August 
aire; student ai Dartmouth College Dut 
caulgnited to 


. Rovernor of 
red bank commissioner by ‘Matteson; 1858, candidate for office 

public instruction; professor of law in McKendree College; member 

of ‘Convention of 1363; died September 4, 1864, at Lebanoa (Blue Book af 
Atinvis, 1995; NoWonal Cyclopacdia of American Blogrophy). 
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are exorbitantly high, From the feeling universally manifested by all 
our citizens to whom the fact has been disclosed, there cannot be a doubt, 
but what there will finally be the most determined opposition to the 
allowance of such gross imposition. I am informed that the arrange- 
ment for the salaries of the nonresident ‘Trustees was made in Europe, 
probably without consulting the American Bondholders What effect 
‘this might have upon the rights of all who contribute to the general 
fund but were not consulted in the matter I am not now prepared to 
say. One thing may be sct down as certain, that such salaries for 30 
slender services will never be agreed to by the People without extreme 
opposition Their salaries are so utterly disproportionate to the services 
rendered, that the injustice can neither be conceded or glossed over.* 
There is another consideration closely connected with this subject, 
and which ought not to be overlooked, as it may furnish ground for many 
heart burnings. The absence of the non resident Trustees renders 
it necessary that some of their most important duties connected with 
the immediate prosecution of the work on the canal, be discharged by 
proxy or subordinates who are but little fitted for so responsible a 
position, Disagreements often arise between these semi officials and the 
State Trustee in which as matter of course the latter is overruled. Some 
of these were regarded of so much importance that the State Trustee, 
to vindicate himself, entered his protest upon the record of their proceed- 
ings. Tis true by being thus entered the matter would for a time be 
kept shut out from the public, only to burst forth hereafter causing 
probably a storm of opposition, which ought by all means to be guarded 
against from the necessity of preserving the utmost harmony between 
‘the People and Bondholders he attempt to keep these matters in the 
dark until the canal should be completed &c. was one of the reasons 
why I utterly refused to reappoint the old Trustee Gen. Fry. If things 
went wrong on the canal I considered it a duty to inform the non resident 
‘Trustees or even the Bond holders themselves that a good understanding 
between the People and Bond holders should not be jeopardized by acts 
smothered for a time but to become more irritating and exciting hereafter. 
With a knowledge of these facts, the entire Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, with scarcely an exception addressed me a letter, requesting 
me to urge upon the Bondholders the absolute necessity of one of their 
‘Trustees residing in the State, to prevent the recurrence of such acts 


* For a statement of salaries of trustees see post, x75, n. 1. 
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in future, a copy of which is now enclosed to send to Europe by the very 
first opportunity. T should much regret that any cause be taken which 
would in the slightest degree embarrass the work on the canal, but 1 fecl 
called upon in justice to the position I occupy to declare most distinctly 
that I know there will be great opposition to allowing such salaries for 
so slender services Of this I shall inform the European Bondholders. 
at the very earliest day. I wish what 1 have here written to remain 
mainly between us at present, a3 I now expect to be in N, York the last 
of April when I hope an opportunity to converse with you on this subject, 
With sentiments &c 


Silas Wood Esq 
N.Y. 


Exgcorive DerarTMENT 
Spamorietp Inn. Meh 19, 1847 

Messrs Barinc & Brorutrs & Co 
London 

While performing a duty required of me, to transmit you certain 
resolutions,’ passed by the several branches of the General Assembly, 
of this State, I take the liberty of addressing you directly upon a very 
important and delicate subject. In doing so, Gentlemen, I shall use the 
utmost frankness and T feel fully assured you will do full justice to my 
motives. So far as the Resolutions themselves are concerned, little need 
be said by me more than that J believe they may be regarded as the true 
exponent of the wighes and feelings of nine tenths of the People of the 
State of re ‘You are aware that this State embarked in an extensive 


thet es ee earalellee the Senate concurring 
bound by wr le ean rep ts honor, 


open polls for, for, and ks rears of suid vote, together with the vote for sald detewates.’ 
Lows of Mlinois, 1847, 074 
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‘system of Internal Improvements,’ on the sole credit of the State, some 
years since, incurring thereby a very heavy debt, Not one of the works 
thus undertaken, has been completed, or made capable of yielding the 
least Revenue to the State, Tn a word they have been long since 
abandoned and will probably never be resumed. In consequence of 
the unfavourable termination of these undertakings and a general 
depression in the pecuniary circumstances of the People which soon 
followed, the State bas been unable to meet the interest on her public 
debt according to her solemn engagements. This misfortune has sub- 
jected the People of this State to the mortification of being stigmatised 
as Repudiators &c altho’ subjected to the humiliating necessity of admit- 
ting our inability to meet the just dividends of our creditors nothing 
certainly can be farther from the wishes and determination of the People 
than an intention to repudiate their honest debts. If they could but 
once meet on their public debt, and know that with all their exertions 
their indebtedness was not continually augmenting, the main difficulty 
would be at once overcome. The Legislature at its late session author- 
ised the Governor of the State to withdraw from the market all the 
Internal Improvement Bond and Scrip and substitute in lieu thereof a 
uniform transferrible [sic] stock. This was regarded at the time as a kind 
ofalternative measure, dependent to some extent upon the view taken 
of the Resolutions, which I have herewith enclosed, by our creditors. 
If they consent to no arrangement by which the current rate of interest 
may be some what assessed, it will then become matter of good policy 
for the State to take this step to clear away some of the confusion and 
embarrassment which hang around this peculiar class of our State 
Indebtedness, Acknowledging to the full extent the obligations which 
rest upon us to mect our creditors with some permanent system of 
Legislation by which the interest upon our debt may hereafter be per- 
manently and punctually provided for, I have been induced to suggest 
to the creditors of the State whether some proposition may not be 
obtained from them by which the accruing interest on the above men- 
tioned class of our indebtedness may be brought within the ability of 
the State to meet it—Would not the European Bondholders be willing 
to surrender up the Internal Improvement Bonds now held by them 
and receive therefor a new transferrible [sic] stock, of something like the 
following description, with the certain guaranty [sic] that it should be 


“For a detafled account of the contemplated expenditures and the outcome of the 
Intemal Improvemcat System, see Introduction, I-lxii, 
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punctually paid by the State as the interest accrued. Say 3 per cent for 
the next 3 years—3} pr ct for the next 3—four for the next—and 4} 
thereafter until the bonds be discharged and for the overdue coupons 
receive a deferred stock bearing say 4 prcent after 8 or 10 years. Could 
a proposition of some such character be obtained the most satisfactory 
guarantee can be furnished that the State will perform whatever may be 
incumbent upon her. I do not hesitate to say that an arrangement 
something like this would be followed by mutual advantage to both par- 
ties in the end. If there is any prospect of a proposition of a kindred 
character to the above instead of forthwith, withdrawing the stock as 
before hinted I will wait until it could all be arranged under such pro- 
position and submit the matter to the Legislature at their next meeting. 
I sincerely hope Gentlemen you will give this subject your serious con- 
sideration and submit to your friends in London and Amsterdam, as 
T think much very much depends upon it &c 
With sentiments of high regard 
Thave the honor to be truly yours 
Av. 


Sramcrmip Mch 27, 1847 
Hon Wa A. Denwinc! 

I received your letter dated at Mt Vernon, in due time, also the 
letter of Col Boyakin? relating to the same subject, the Massac difficul- 
ties. On the last evening, Mr. Yost, from Benton came here express, 
with a letter from Gen. Davis of Metropolis &. Taking all together 
Tam satisfied no quiet or peace exists for the orderly and well disposed 
People of Massac County until the existing Laws are enforced in that 
County, I have therefore directed to you and sent by the express, 
Mr. Yost, a proclamation for you to put in operation the District Court 
in your Circuit to try the offenders in Massac County From what I 


Henderson F. Boyakin: rato th Pn Rents June 8, 
1847-October 1 lieatenant-colonel of the eda Bai arora Volunteers 
er (ius Soho titers 1908; Adjwtone-General’s Reports) 

her hy oe De ps evil 
by the legislature of 1846-47, It was called to meet at Benton, April az, x847, After a 
sesion of nine days, the eR od eel May 24. There are no records to show that 
SD Tasers the Hinois State Historical Society, Patlication No. 11, 
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gathered from your letter and the enclosed in it, and from other sources, 
Tdo not think the Regulators will interfere, What may become of those 
in Johnson County, I cannot so well determine, If you think it neces- 
sary to embrace Johnson Iet me know soon &c. The suspected in 
Massac may run into Johnson or other counties, but from the extensive 
power of the Court over all the active Peace Officers in this Circuit, 
no difficulty will prevent their arrest in every County I think in any 
move the Marshall [sic] may be required to make in the County of Massac, 
that secresy [sic] is a great deal. He ought to obtain all information 
possible of those who know of who the Regulators are, where they most 
congregate and their secret haunts. The Marshall |sic] ought also to call 
to his posse some of the citizens of Massac, who are unsuspected to give 
information and act as kind of pilots &c. Almost every thing depends 
upon the coolness, firmness, and steady energy of this Officer to sustain 
his ground at all hacards let the consequence be what it may keep me 
advised. Should any additional arms be necessary let me know and I 
will give orders, that they await your demand at Alton. 
A. C.F. 


Sprincrie“p July 16th 1847 

My Duar Six: Your letter of the 7th inst, has just been received, 
and in complying with your request I take the very earliest opportunity 
to answer it, I extremely regret that it is highly probable, that the law 
of the last session of the Legislature of this State making provision for 
the settlement of your claims will not be carried out. A great variety 
of reasons might be urged why a noncomplianc- with the provisions 
of this Law might in the end prove unfortunate 

Among the most prominent, is, that it was given out before its pas- 
sage, by those in whose charge you placed the affair that such a law 
would be satisfactory to you and readily accepted. Such seemed to 
be the general conviction of the members and under it the Law was 
passed. Should it after this be presented again it will be almost certain 
to ensure a strong prejudice which will greatly jeopardise the pros- 
pect of a satisfactory arrangement From what I know it is almost 
certain that no bill can be got through again, starting anew, which 
will be 50 favourable a3 the present Enemies hereafter will be found 
among those who have been friends Let me impress you with the neces- 

* Probably Charles Macalister 
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sity of making a strong cflort to carry it out if its provisions meet your 
views, as far as it goes. By casting your eye over the Law you will at 
once see that I cannot comply with your request in regard to Mr Hatfords 
Bonds. The Law absolutely deprives me of the power of effecting any 
thing less than a complete and final arrangment [sic] 

‘This required to be done either by a surrender of Securities or deduc- 
tions according to the rate prescribed by the Law 


Tam & 
Aue C F. 


Crry or New Yorx, Sept. 28th 1847 
Messrs. 

* Your letter of the r8th of August reached me but a few days since, 
and not in time for the return of an answer by any steamer previous to 
the present. Hereafter by directing any communication intended for me, 
to the care of S, (T?] W. Ward Esq. of Boston or James E. King & Son 
of this City, I may rely upon receiving it in proper time, and that it will 
be promptly forwarded to me, In your letter you express a wish to 
learn my intention, “more particularly upon one point,"" upon which, 
in my Circular of the 18th June, no explanation appears, namely, “the 
‘Terms on which the Internal Improvement Sterling Bands are to be 
converted and the nature of the New Stock to be substituted for them.’ 
By the conversion the holders of these Bonds are not expected to make 
a-sacrifice. In the substitution of Dollar for Sterling Bonds, the holder 
of the latter will receive the average par exchange between this and the 
country where the holder resides, say the Custom House or Revenue 
standard for the present pound sterling here, in dollars, or about four 
dollars and cighty cents to the pound Sterling, I have been informed 
that Mr. Jaudon has exchanged for the Houses of Denison and Morrison 
& Sons, London, Sterling Bonds, at their request, at four dollars and 
eighty cents to the pound Sterling. If this rate is not just it will be 
made satisfactory to your agent here, as it is extremely desirable to me, 
that the exchange shall be effected in this City. The converted Stock 
contemplated to be issued in place of the present Bonds is substantially 
the same as the New York and Ohio Stocks and will be transferred in 
a similar manner. 

Baring & Brothers 
London 
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Sprinorreip Novem. joth 1847 


Dr Sie: Your communication of the inst. has just reached 
me, and I take the very carliest occasion to return you an answer. 
Your defence against certain charges preferred against you by the State 
‘Trustee, was the first intimation I had received of the extent to which 
your misunderstandings had been carried. I had read the published 
Letters which passed between the several members of the Board of Trus- 
tees, and plainly forsaw the conclusion to which it all must soon come. 
I think it is much tobe regretted by all interested that sufficient time had 
not been allowed by the Board to produce before them all the important 
testimony proper to the charges preferred. Having assumed the duty 
tendered it by the Bondholders in New York, there were many considera- 
tions and inducements why the examination should have been full, 
amicable and complete. 

‘The whole affair is now left in a position unfortunate for both par- 
tes, to whom, instead of having it all embodied and settled at once, [it] is, 
it seems, to be presented in detached portions difficult to be passed on, 
and uncertain when it will be ended. If a reasonable time had been 
allowed and the State Trustee neglected or refused to produce his testi- 
mony to sustain his charges, the Board might with propriety abandon 
any further Inquiry, and with strict justice. The relations sustained 
between the members of the Board, the duty assumed under the Bond~ 
holders, the character of the charges, and only strict justice to yourself 
seem to require that the matter ought not to have been abandoned in haste 
or for any but very substantial and justified reasons, 

I frankly declare to you that I was solicitous that a full and impartial 
examination might be made by the Board, and probably so expressed 
myself to Capt, Swift, Tt seemed to me that such a course was required 
for causes of which you are as familiar as myself. In respect to any 
matter connected with the Canal I have generally been compelled to 
rely upon reports, and by the Law, haying been stripped of any active 
agency in the matter, did not consider an active interference in Its 
affairs incumbent upon me, further than such as was consistent with a 
commendable anxiety for its very early completion, In this may be 
found the explanation why I have not given the canal more of my imme- 
diate attention. The manner in which I have manifested this anxiety 
is fully known to Capt. Swift and Mr. Leavitt, and I am perfectly willing 
to rest upon their presentation of it, and our intercourse, which was of a 
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friendly and unreserved character. Knowing little or nothing, of my 
‘own personal knowledge, I have always stated to them the true character 
of what I informed them, that it was report. There was one subject 
which I probably sought to bring to their attention more distinctly than 
others, as it was one which I felt assured ought to be looked to at once, 
if true. T had become impressed with the conviction that the active 
engineer force, by this I embrace agents &c, employed on the works, 
was larger than was required in this advanced and more limited stage 
of the work, If this were so, 1 strenuously insisted upon its being 
rectified. You certainly do me no more than justice in attributing to 
me purity of motive in regard to the limited action allotted me in the 
whole matter—and notwithstanding the malignant effusions of some 
of the Chicago papers, and scurrilous epithets which have been so lavishly 
thrown upon me, I challenge the person on or off the line of that work 
to put his finger upon a single act of mine which indicates selfishness, 
or any thing inconsistent with what T honestly and sincerely regard the 
best interest of the canal, Those who know my motives, my acts, my 
expression without regard to opinion or party, know this to be most 
rigidly true, Had not such been my controlling motive, surely there 
existed elements enough to invite to a different course. I have been led 
into a more lengthy letter than T intended and in conclusion will state 
that I shall receive your evidence when printed, and carefully peruse it. 
And in the mean time be assured that if you have not been furnished 
with a copy of whatever charge may be laid before me, against you, 
they will be furnished you by my direction. 
Tam, very respectfully 
Yours &e 
Avo, C, Frencir 


W Gooding Esq 


* William Gooding; born April r, 1603, at Bristol, Ontario County, New York; edu- 
oo pict mle senapa eg ese taught school and worked oa his father’s 
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Your requisition upon me, for the apprehension of Andrew Pringle, 
Joseph Thornton, Samuel Stead and John Davidson, fugitives from 
justice, and their delivery to Gilbert F. Hays your accredited agent, 
has been presented to me. 

I have carefully inspected the papers which accompany your 
requisition, and given them all the consideration which courtesy and a 
sense of duty demand, Feeling it my duty to withhold my warrant 
for their apprehension, I deem it proper to apprise you in a brief way of 
the reasons which prompted me to this conclusion. ‘The exceptions 
which I have taken are intended to apply more particularly to the cases 
of Pringle and Thornton, because the facts against them appear in a 
stronger light than against the other two. The entire evidence upon 
which the requisition is grounded, is the affidavit of one T, Bryon who 
swears himself to be the agent of the parties in Europe who claim an 
interest in the Articles charged as the subject of the Larceny. This 
affidavit derives all its force from a section of a Statute of the State of 
New York which makes the thief having the stolen goods in possession 
guilty in that State, although the taking was originally beyond the limits 
‘of the State, This section is in substance but a simple Statutory enact- 
ment of a principle of the common Iaw. But before this Statute can 
attach, it must be made clearly to appear that a Larceny had been com- 
mitted, and as the affidavit of Bryon is the only paper to which we can 
recur for this fact in the present instance, it should be found there, 

So far as I am informed it is a principle applicable to an Ex-parte 
Affidavit and especially in Criminal cases, that it set out distinctly, and 
clearly the offense charged, leaving no essential and material fact to be 
inferred, or facts, without which the offense does not fully appear. The 
presumption is that the affidavit embraces all the facts within the knowl- 
edge of the affiant, and if any thing is omitted it is because in truth it 
could not have been stated. Bryon’s affidavit shows no time when the 
Act of Bankruptcy was committed, but that the parties charged arrived 
in the U. S. prior to the time the interest of the parties whose Agent he 
claims to be accrued. It is charged that the Fugitives arrived in Boston 
July 4, 1847, two days before the Decision in Bankruptcy by virtue of 
which the assignee claims rights under the municipal Laws of Britain. 


ment of the works upon the canal, as chief engineer; (2) the want of the proper and neces: 
suury energy for such a work; (3) an undue partiality to some contractors, and an undue 
harshness and severity toward others; (4) unfairness as an officer in managing the letting 
‘of contracts; (3) general complaint of his conduct as chief engineer (Senase Journal, 1849, 
157). 
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In these respects the affidavit seems to me to be clearly insufficient, 
I regard it as a politic and just rule that the affidavit upon which a Fugi- 
tive from Justice is demanded ought upon its face to be sufficient to 
require the party charged to answer, Believing the affidavit to be 
insufficient in this respect, I must respectfully decline to award my 
warrant for the apprehension of the parties referred to, agreeably to your 
Excellency’s Requisition, 

Gov. Young 

New York 


Exxcurtve Derartuent, Iurxors 
Seriorretp, Nov, joth 1847 

Str: The Law having made it incumbent upon me, in case the 
County of Highland’ failed to organize in 2 given time, to appoint an 
‘Assessor and Collector” for said County; and being satisfied that it 
has failed to do so, I have taken the liberty of requesting you to act in that 
capacity, and have accordingly ordered your Commission to be for- 
warded to you for that purpose. From the representation of your friends. 
I have the utmost confidence that you will discharge your duty, if you 
conclude to accept, in a proper manner, by carefully avoiding every 
unnecessary annoyance, or engendering any further difficulty than is 
strictly incidend [sic] to the business of your appointment. Hoping 
that in this you may fully succeed, and not add any thing to what has 
already tended to disturb the Citizens of that County, who have been 
very unfortunate in many particulars, 

Tam very respectfully 
Yours 
AuG C Frexcer 
James Sykes Esq 
Highland Co 
tL 


Executive Department 
Sprincrrerp Dec. 16, 1847 
De Sm: Under the new arrangement in regard to the Public Debt 
of the State of Illinois it becomes necessary to establish some new rules 
and modify some of the former regulations under which you have acted 
in the payment of Interest. The gross amount upon which you are 


‘Highland County had been formerly called Marquette County. The territory 
composing this county was to be taken from Adams County (Laws of [Winols, 1847, 38-41). 





148 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


required to pay interest will stand as heretofore at $9,000,000, embracing 
all Canal Bonds whether issued before or during the year 1847, and all 
other State Bonds embracing all the Old Bonds; as well as new principal 
“Stock Bonds,” which are entitled to interest, (Macalister & Stebbins 
Bonds excepted)! ‘The above regulations are intended to apply to the 
January payment of interest 1849—The interest will be applied upon the 
old Bonds as heretofore, and on the “New Stock Bond” it will be 
applied as due on the first payment January 1849—If coupons are 
presented for interest, the Bonds to which they belong having been 
surrendered up and “New Stock” issued therefor, you will not pay inter- 
est on them, but report such cases to me for consideration. For to pay 
interest in such cases might work injustice, inasmuch as the “New Stock 
Bond" will be entitled to its pro rata share of interest, irrespective of the 
detached coupon, This rule is intended to apply to every coupon where 
the Bond to which it rightfully belongs has been surrendered up, and 
the “New Stock” issued therefor. As there are some Coupons of July 
1841 outstanding you will pay a pro rata amount on each of these where 
the Bond has not been surrendered in addition to the amount duc on 
the Coupon of January 1842. Although this class of coupons ought 
rightfully to be taken up at once, still the Law will not allow me to do so, 
and Tcan only pay in addition and in like proportion with the coupon 
of Jany 1842, It was unknown to the Legislature at the time of the pas- 
sage of the Law under which interest is at present paid, that these 184r 
coupons were outstanding, You will continue to pay interest on the old 
Bonds, preserve vouchers &e as heretofore, but in regard to the “New 
Stock Bonds” on which interest is entitled to be.paid, in addition to your 
proper voucher, you will in proper form preserve a regular account with 
each Bond, in regular form of debtor and creditor besides your usual 
stamp of the amount paid on each Bond, Proper Books must be pro- 
vided from time to time as they may be needed to carry out this direction 
in full—Mr. Wadsworth will keep you timely informed of the numbers of 
all old Bonds which may be or have been surrendered, and which you 
will find it absolutely necessary to have at all times before you to carry 
out the foregoing directions; I have very carefully considered the applica- 
tion of those who desire to receive interest on their Bonds in the absence 
of the Bonds [or] in the absence of the Bonds or Coupons, and shall give 
no directions to you in the matter, under the peculiar cireumstances in 


* Fora history of the Macalister & Stebbins bonds sce anfe, 206, n. 5. 
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which the State debt is placed, great caution is required in its manage- 
ment and the payment of interest. If the rule is declared in one case 
it must be in others, therefore you will adopt your own course to corre- 
spond with all these considerations. If I have omitted anything which 
may seem to you necessary to be further informed of, you will Jet me 
‘know and I will supply it. Advise me of the receipt of this. 
Tam, Very Respectfully, &e, 
D Leavitt Esq pie u 
N.Y. 
‘SPRINGFIELD, Jany 6th 1843 


Sia: Your letter of the inst. has just been received I had intended 
to write you on the day preceding the receipt of yours, but was hindered 
by other engagements. Tis true, as you suppose, That I regarded your 
defense as indicating a tone of unnecessary bitterness, which seemed to 
have had its origin mainly in matters, whether real or imaginary, pre- 
vious to any attempt on the part of Col, Oakley and yourself to act in 
harmony. It could hardly escape the observation of any onc, that your 
approaches towards each other at first, were of a character utterly 
hostile to the least expectation that you could cooperate in the 
of your several duties. It was this which E spoke of to Mr. Parks.* 
However, my opinion upon any thing relating merely to the personal 
controversy between you, would be entitled to no weight, or at any rate, 
to no more importance than the opinion of any disinterested or impartial 
observer. It is with the matter laid before me with which only I feel 
any concern, that which is of a character that requires me to act upon it. 
As you suppose, there has already been submitted to me charges against 
you, together with a mass of affidavits and letters, designed to prove them, 
and the reason why I have not informed you of this before, is owing to 
the fact that I have not yet had time to complete an abstract of it, owing 
to the press of other business which could not be delayed. Besides I 
have been considering the proper course of proceeding by which every 


* Gavion D, A. Parke: Lachey rege st re at Pe acti SIN New 
by mee sera bs bie Seve. Cr ebees be chet ie en ee es 
admitted to the bar; 1842, removed to Lockport, Hlincis; serve! 
and Michigan Canal; 1549, elected county judge of Will County and removed to Jolict; 

ican State Central Committee; 1857-6r, rates eid Ih come 


of Tidinols, 1905; Blue Book of fliwols, 1905). 
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purty concerned can obtain strict justice. The following seems to me 
to be preferable, if after an examination of the testimony I may feel 
called upon to proceed further—Say, appoint some impartial, disinter- 
ested man, a commissioner to take the papers submitted to me, go on the 
Tine of the canal and there receive such evidence as you may wish to 
take to rebut the charges made, The same to be taken at such time 
and place as may be necessary, provided that the business of the Com- 
missioner be brought within as narrow limits for time to save expense 
as is consitent with the object in view. Subject to the above con- 
tingency will you return me an answer at your earliest convenience. 
Respectfully Yours 
Aus, C. Frencn 
Wm Gooding Esq. 
Sreinortetp, Jany 14, 1848 

Dr Sm: I have this moment received your letter of the agth ult, 
and from its importance in many particulars, forthwith retura you an 
answer. You state that from want of some additional instructions to 
what you have before received, you shall defer paying out money until 
you hear from me, ‘This course is very much regretted by me, ag I 
can see no sufficient reason in your letter, for delaying the payment of all 
interest a full month at least. Neither can I detect any, after a careful 
examination of my letter of instructions from any expression in it or 
reasonable inference from it. Certainly it is not found in the fact 
that it may take a moment longer to run the eye over the registered 
surrendered Bonds, than it would were it unnecessary to consult them. 
[cannot appreciate the increased difficulty you so much dread, when 
presented in a proper form, by a few hours labor, and which will after- 
wards require neither change or alteration. There secms to be no great 
doubt or difficulty in ascertaining the gross amount I desire interest 
to be paid on. It is true that the sum of $9,c00,000 was set down in the 
instructions, but with express reference to the original gross amount 
previously furnished you, and to which this latter sum was intended as 
only indicative. I expressly desire that the gross sum originally sent 
you, shall be the amount taken, until you are otherwise expressly ordered. 
I find that ‘'1849” was improperly inserted instead of "1848," in my 
letter. No doubt or confusion could spring out of this, for from the 
whole current of the letter, no doubt could arise in regard to it—conse- 
quently interest on the ‘New Stock Bonds” will be paid as of Jany. 1848. 
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Tcan add nothing more to my instructions in reference to the unpaid 
Coupons of July 1841, The amount outis very small. Of coupons out- 
standing of a prior date to which you refer, I know nothing, except what 
Igather from your letter, I will have an examination of the record made 
here in regard to them, the result of which you will be informed of. In 
my last letter addressed you subsequent to my Instructions, I suggested 
the propriety of continuing the payment of this present January interest 
upon the Coupons of 1842, as heretofore, but a little reflection has satis 
fied me that the suggestion of yourself and Mr, Wadsworth is correct. 
‘Therefore as you have paid nothing yet, you will make the payments 
correspond on the ‘ald and New Bonds”—paying interest accrued the 
six months immediately preceding the rst day of January 1848, thereby 
preserving exact uniformity between all concerned. In regard to your 
sth interrogatory, about which you seem to have great doubts, I will 
simply say this. In my letter of instructions I find the following, 
“T have carefully considered the applications of those who desire to 
receive interest on their Bonds in the absence of the Bond” (no coupons 
of course) “‘or Coupons” (that is, in the absence of Coupons for which 
Thad received special application) “and shall give no directions &e.” 
Tam at a loss to see how you could suppose 1 intended to change your 
practice of payment on coupons, presented on which you could impress: 
the required stamp. ‘This was inserted to make a special case, Surely 
none would apply to have done what you had invariably been in the 
habit of doing. You will recollect the application made to you, and by 
you referred to me while in New York, where the parties were desirous 
of obtaining interest upon Bonds having no coupons, without presenting 
‘the Bonds to you. An application was made to me of like character in 
regard to Coupons. It was these instances to which that portion of 
my instructions were directed. TI wish the amount paid, legibly stamped 
‘upon each Bond. 

T cannot but repeat, that I regard the reason of your omission to 
pay interest the very day it was due, as it appears in your letter, az alto- 
gether insufficient, when so much depended upon the promptness with 
which it should have been done, 

Tam very Respectfully 


Yours &e 
Ave C. Frence 
D Leavitt Esq 
N.Y. 
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Svrinarrety Jany 24th 1848 

Dx Sr: T have just received your last letter and agreeably to your 
request forward you an immediate answer. 

To do justice to you, and afford you an opportunity to be heard in 
defence of the charges made against you, by the State ‘Trustee, 1 pro- 
pose to send a Commissioner on the line of the Canal before whom you 
can have taken such testimony as you may regard relevant to the charges 
made, I have thought of Judge Caton, who I believe is a very fair 
and candid man for this business, altho’ I do not know that he will 
consent toact. I propose this, to place in the hands of the Commissioner 
appointed, the charges made against you or such as may seem of any 
importance, together with the testimony laid before me to support 
them. These will be open to your examination at all times. An 
opportunity will then be offered you to call in those who have testified 
for cross-examination, or to introduce testimony to impeach them, or 
any other testimony pertinent to the charges. I do not suppose the 
State Trustee will be present, he informs me he shal! not. Will you let 
me know how soon you will be ready to attend to this, the places where 
you wish to take testimony. I am anxious to have this matter over as 


soon as possible, and be rid of the very great annoyance. If Judge 
Caton will not act I will try and select some other impartial man. 
dam, &€ 


W® Gooding. 


(Confidential) 
SPRINGFIELD Jany 28, 1848 

My Dx. Sir: Your letter of Noy. 13th was received in due time and 
would have received an earlier notice, but I wished first to learn the 
result of the proceedings of the Canal Board of Trustees, under the 
Instructions of the New York meeting, which proceedings did not reach 
me in authentic form, until within the last four days. Your letter of 
the 8th inst, enclosed with copies of 2 correspondence with Mr, Ward & 
Co, reached me yesterday, Without having time since their receipt, 
to examine them with the care necessary to form a proper estimate of 
their subject matter, I shall delay what I have to say specially in regard 
to them for a future occasion. The proceedings of a majority of the 
Board have only been calculated to render things worse than before, 
and I have no doubt for all concerned, it would have been far better, to 
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have allowed everything to remain as it was then to do no more than was 
done, or to do it in such a manner, You can easily conceive of the 
delicacy of the position I occupy as the Executive of the State. The 
law under which the present state of things is going forward, as you 
are aware, has completely stripped the State Authorities of the power 
to interpose by any active agency in the matter, except in one solitary 
exception, the power to remove the Chief Engineer in the last resort, 
and this too under special reservations. While on the one hand then, 
the Executive can do nothing more than simply to counsel or advise, 
the People are urging a vigorous prosecution of the work and would 
tolerate any course which in its results would have a tendency 

to retard its most vigorous prosecution, ‘This work has long been before 
the People, a Bug bear to say the least, and requiring constant outlay 
and no income. Being next to powerless in the matter, and in view of 
this earnest desire of the People that it be completed as the only pros- 
pect of a cessation of some of the evils of long continuance, connected 
with that work, as I before remarked, render my position one of a 
singularly delicate character. The whole power is placed in the hands 
of the Trustees, and can only be reached by thos: who appointed them. 
With a view of doing all I could towards bringing about a remedy 
for the abuses which have been practiced, | wrote directly to the Bond- 
holders in London, Messrs Baring & Brothers, and Magniac, Jardine & 
Co, enclosing the stringent letter addressed to me by almost every mem- 
ber of the General Assembly of this State. In answer I was referred 
to Mr. Ward of Boston, and there it ends. In repeated conversations 
with the nonresident Trustees I have repeated the complaints of the 
people of this state and urged upon them the propriety of removing the 
causes for them, and you are familiar with the results, 1 have lately’ 
thought the matter over with a great deal of care, and am not by any 
means satisfied what I ought to do next, or what course even remains 
open to be pursued under all the circumstances, or even whether the 
State by its constituted authorities, under the Law, can efficiently inter- 
pote to put matters right. These are the questions which suggest them- 
selves to me, and about which I confess I have very many doubts— 
Admitting that the State is liable under the Loan Law to pay 6 per 
cent, interest on the money from the time it comes into the hands of 
Leavitt, the Treasurer of the Board, can the State under the Law, 
interpose during its disbursement to compel an account of the profits 
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while in a kind of transitu. Can it be done under or independent of 
the Statute? Again, have the Trustees as such any power to bind the 
‘State against claim hereafter, for any rate of Interest or profit they may 
choose to appoint? To whom are the[y as] Trustees, or az Treasurer, 
bound -to answer finally to the State or Bondholders. If to the former 
can she move until the time shall arrive for rendering the account? 
From the nature of the contract under the Law, does it not follow that 
the manner of the disbursement &c. can only come before the State on 
the final rendering of the entire account? Many take this view af it, 
which if correct would seem to suggest the propriety of the Rondholders 
to look carefully into the matter. That there is some process by which 
things may be put right I have no doubt, but whether it devolves upon. 
the authorities of the State, or Bondholders is with me a matter of some 
doubt. £ will turn my attention to the matter forthwith, and soon 
write you again. 

You will excuse the very obvious haste of this, and believe me 

Yours Truly 
A.C, Fresca 
Silas Wood Esq 
ees 

‘There will be a change made in the interest paying Agency in New 

York before long. 


Sprencriep Jany 28, 1848 

‘Sir: [have just received your letter of the r7th inst, My late letter 
in which 1 attempted to remove some of the difficulties you found in my 
previous letter of instructions, will save the necessity of answering 
minutely the whole contents of this, It is common I believe to trust 
somewhat to the advice of a financial agent of a State, as it is often 
absolutely necessary to rely with some share of confidence upon informa. 
tion which he gives, and that he will reasonably furnish such, and which 
could hardly be derived from any other source. T have most unhesitat- 
ingly relied upon your furnishing me with all the necessary information 
not only so far as regards what has been done, but also what ought to 
be done to promote as far as practicable in this particular, the interests 
of the State. You now ask me to give you specific directions in ref- 
erence to the amount you shall forward to England to meet the p 
portionate share of interest there, and the time when it shall be forwarded 
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to Messrs. Magniac, Jardine & Co., and this too after you have made, 
or should have made, not less than three remittances, for a like purpose, 
to them. If you had previously informed me of the amounts you had 
severally remitted to them, with their advices to you in full on the sub- 
ject, with such other relevant information as they may have furnished, 
T could be prepared to give you an answer, with this item of additional 
information, of how many Sterling Bonds Mr. Wadsworth may have 
taken in. This question of yours leaves me utterly at a loss to know by 
what you haye been governed in making your remittances heretofore. 
While I was in New York, in September, I conversed with you some time 
with special reference to these remittances and you suggested none 
of these difficulties then, but gave me reasons why the July instalment 
had not been forwarded previous to last October, If those remittances 
have actually been made under no definite knowledge of the matter, it 
is time I should make some inquiry about it. Which I shall proceed 
todo, As regards the propriety of stamping the amount paid upon the 
New Stock, I spoke to you about it in particular and suggested the very 
difficulty you mention, but you thought it would be proper that it be 
done. Tentered it immediately in my Memorandum Book, from which 
T transcribed it into my instructions. If it is impracticable, adopt your 
suggestions, take the “usual receipt.” You must be aware that I can 
have but little acquaintance with the minutia of such business, and the 
details I had supposed could be safely Jeft with 2 man to whom they 
were familiar, as they certainly must be to you. I will here repeat in 
brief the substance of my Instructions in reference to the aggregate 
amount of Bonds upon which you are instructed to pay interest. I am 
fully satisfied after the most careful investigation that the amount 
heretofore furnished you and upon which you have acted in your pay- 
ments, will fully cover the gross amount of what will be presented. 
Tf Lam mistaken in this, sufficient will be forwarded, and in the meantime 
T will learn something more definite in regard to the matter. You may 
also pay interest on this sum, reckoning the amount of money to be 
paid by way of interest at $50,000, unless you have commenced as of 
$55,000—If so, go on as you have commenced, You wish to know how 
much you are to pay on “each old and New Bond.” This can easily be 
made out from the last paragraphs. 

You say you will be required to employ a clerk which you think I 
ought to pay. Iam unwilling to agree to this because under all the cir- 
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cumstances, I think you will be very well paid until I come on in May 
when the matter will be definitely arranged—Advise me of this by 
return mail, and if necessary I can give you my reasons for the above 
opinion more at large. 

T wish you to inform me in reference to the following, as soon as you 
can conveniently do so, 

1. How much moncy has been transmitted to Magniac, Jardine & 

Co to pay interest, 

2, The amount of each instalment remitted and the time when it 

was done. 

3 Under whose appointment do they hold their agency, and what 

has been their compensation, 

. Have you received any vouchers for payments of interest made 
by them. 
What amount of money unexpended, in your hands on the day 
cach instalment became due, exclusive of what was transmitted 
expressly to mect such instalment. 

6, That is, how much on hand on the rst days of July & Jany. 

each year unclaimed under previous instalments. 

It is necessary that I know the above at an early day that T may 
know how to proceed with the July interest without so much difficulty 
as has suddenly sprung up. 

LT have not yet received the vouchers which were to have been left 
with Mr, Wadsworth. 

Tam, very Respectfully 
Yours &c. 
Aus. C Frence: 
David Leavitt Esqr 
New York. 


SpravorreLp Feby 5, 1848 

Sm: Your letter of the a8th ult. in reply to a brief and hurried note 
of mine of an earlier date, is recelved. The purpose of that communica~ 
tion, as was obyious from the face of it, was to inform you of the charges 
made against you by the State Trustee of the Illinols.and Michigan 
Canal, and the course I had thought proper to adopt, if you manifested 
a willingness to accede to it, in order to afford you a full and fair oppor- 
tunity to meet them, Whether under all the circumstances surround- 
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ing the case, this course was strictly demanded of me is not now a ques- 
tion, From the character of the charges and the testimony submitted 
to sustain them, there can be no doubt that my duty required me to 
take notice of them, In thus throwing open to you the full privilege of 
availing yourself of all legitimate means for your defense, T was actuated 
by a desire to satisfy yourself and others that in this matter I cherished 
no design to do you injustice or in the least abridge your chances or 
means of defense. ‘To leave no room for doubt or cavil hereafter, I 
will here again repeat the substance of the offer made you to enable you 
to meet the charges. I suggested the propriety of appointing some 
suitable person, whose duty it should be made to pass along the line of 
the Canal, and at such times and places as you might designate, take 
such testimony as might be regarded relevant and proper to your defense, 
‘The charges together with the testimony in their support were to be 
placed in his hands, subject at all times to your inspection. When the 
person so appointed had completed his duty of taking testimony, it was 
to be transmitted to me for consideration. I considered the course 
here pointed out as affording you the fullest opportunity of making 
defense, and if, as you seem to intimate, it should result in an ex parle 
examination on your part, gurely you ought to be the last to complain 
if you are left to choose your testimony at your own discretion. 

From any suggestion which I have here thrown out, you will not 
understand me as offering it by way of advice, or as indicatory in the 
least, that I have prejudged the testimony of cither party, or as an intima- 
tion of what will be my final action in the matter, but as simply informing 
you of the existence of the charges, of what they consist, and allowing 
you a fair chance to meet them, if you wish to accept of it, But if 
you prefer to rest your defense entirely on the affidavits you have sent 
me, it is for you alone to determine. You are undoubtedly at full 
liberty to accept or refuse the opportunity tendered you, as to you may 
wer most expedient, For myself I have but a single purpose to answer 
in the whole affair, and that is to do both the State and yourself strict 
justice. Whatever may be the personal relations between yourself and 
the State Trustee, or whatever may have contributed to produce the 
present state pf fecling between you, of which you speak with consider- 
able asperity,—my duty is plain, I have no concern with it. Whether 
the blame rests with one, or both, or neither, is what, under the present 
circumstances, T am not called upon to decide. The charges against 
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you have been made by a State Officer in the discharge of his duty to 
the State, The testimony submitted to sustain them is embraced in 
about thirty letters and affidavits from different individuals, The 
charges are clear, distinct and unequivocal. The affidavits and letters 
recite facts and circumstances which if exaggerated or untrue, can be 
easily met and refuted, These standing alone and unanswered make 
out, to say the very least, a prima facie case against you, and in the 
absence of defense or explanation ought to be taken as correct, It is 
in this light 1 fee! myself fully justified in viewing the matter, and against 
which I informed you a defense of some kind was necessary. You 
refer me to written testimony which you have forwarded and which 
reached me on the agth and is now before me, If you design to rest 
on what has already been transmitted to me for your defense, you will 
please so signify it at as early a day as practicable. 1 inclose herewith 
a copy of the charges mentioned herein and referred to in a previous 
letter (although not requested by you) The testimony forwarded to 
sustain them is in my office and at all times open to the inspection of any 
who may take sufficient interest in it, to do so, 

Will you favor me with an answer to this by return mail, of whether 
you accept the proposition herein or not. 

1am very Respectfully Yours 
Avo C, Frencu 

W=, Goodiny, 

Lockport 

Ti 


Executive Departannt 
Stare or Inuinots, Feby 11, 1848 

Messps. : 

1am informed by my Predecessor that you sre the Agents entrusted 
with the payment of interest on Illinois Bonds holden in Europe, The 
proportion of money applicable to this purpose I am advised by the 
State Interest paying Agent in New York has been regularly forwarded 
to you for the above purpose, 

Although several payments have been made no vouchers for payments 
of interest in Europe has yet reached me, Will you be pleased to for- 
ward them or inform me where I can receive them, There is some fur- 
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ther information in reference to the matter of which I would be pleased 
to be placed in possession, vizi— 

‘The charges incident to the Agency. 

‘The number of remittances made you by Mr. Leavitt, with the 
time when made, and the amount of cach severally. 

‘The surplus, if any on hand at the time each instalment is due 
together with the aggregate amount of Bonds presented for payment of 
interest. 

Tt will be recollected that the Legislature of this State at its last 
sitting made provision for an exchange of securities &*, of which I 
‘sent you a notice some time since This provision I feel sure, if complied 
with, will in the end result to the great advantage of the Bondholders, 
‘The American holders generally, cheerfully accept under it, and have 
mostly made the exchange. ‘The European Bonds come in more slowly. 
Will you inform me if any further explanation is necessary to give the 
European holders of Bonds correct information of the object of the 
Law &c. Any communication from you designed for this Department 
will reach me through Thomas W, Ward Esq- of Boston, Massachusetts, 
to whom they can be addressed to be forwarded to me. 


With sentiments of regard 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 


Ave C. Frenen 
Messrs. Magniac, Jardine & Co, 
London 
England. 


Execorive Derartarnr 
‘Srare oy Intanons, Feby. 11, 1848 
Sim: Your letter per Steamer Cambria, dated Dec. 31, enclosing 
your demand on the State of Illinois, together with a copy of the special 
agreement entered into with Mr. Ryan, the Agent of the State, has 
been received. This is the first time E have had my attention called 
to the particular nature of this account." 


‘Messrs, Oakley and Kyan borrowed $4. 
value of $12,000, At this time Mr, 
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1 suppose it to have been within the full knowledge of my predecessor, 
whose duty it was to have invited the attention of the Legislature 
directly to it, but from some cause was omitted. 

I have little hesitation in saying, that had this account been pre~ 
sented in its true light to the Legislature, provision would have been 
made to meet it atonce. As the matter now stands, I have no authority 
to divert any of the avails of the Treasury which have been specifically 
appropriated to other purposes, and apply them in satisfaction of your 
demand, which I should willingly do if I had the power, All that is 
left for me to do in the premises is to assure you that when the Legis- 
lature mects in December ensuing, I will bring the subject specially 
before it, when I doubt not ample provision would be made to satisly 
your claim and take in the collateral security. Ii this would satisfy 
you I should fcel gratified, as it would be with regret I should sce the 
interest of the State injured under the circumstances. 

With sentiments of regard, I am very 
Respectfully Yours 
Avoustus C, Frencn 
Geo. Peabody Esq- London, Eng. 


SpRINGFIELD Feby 14, 1848 

Dr. Sir: I this day enclose and send you the charges made by 
Col. Oakley against Mr. Gooding, together with the testimony taken to 
support them. I have written to Col. Oakley to inform me which of 
the affidavits forwarded to me he wished kept back from examination 
but have received no answer. I shall address him again today on the 
same subject and request him to inform you in regard to it. As I 
informed you in my note of Saturday, I suppose Mr. Gooding will 
desire to commence his examination at Chicago, and I have requested 
him to inform you when he is ready, You can write him of the receipt, 
of the papers I send you, and also let me hear of your receipt 
of them. I shall inform the Col, of the proposed examination, and you 
can inform him of the day you will commence, that he may take part 
in it if he pleases, To avoid any trouble and delay I think it best for 
you to canduct the investigation, allowing the latitude of examination 
necessary to elicit the truth or what may be relevant to the charges or 
matter growing out of them. 
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You will hear testimony from cither party, and cross examine with 
a view to the truth, this is what I am after. 

I do not think of any thing more which might be of importance to 
you, a8 much must necessarily be left to your own judgment and dis- 
cretion in conducting the investigation, 

‘Truly Yours 
Aus. C, Frence 
Hon, J. D. Caton,* 
Ottawa, 


SPRINGFIELD Feby 14, 1848 

Dr. Sir: I have appointed Judye Caton of Ottawa, to pass along 
the line of the Canal and take such testimony as either yourself or Mr? 
Gooding may desire, relevant to the charges submitted to me against 
him. Of the time of commencing, Judge Caton I suppose will inform you. 
It is probable he will visit Chicago first for this purpose. I have depos- 
ited in the hands of Judge Caton all the testimony forwarded to me to 
support the charges. This will be taken as prima facie correct, and 
Mr. Gooding must meet it, I requested you by letter some time since 
to inform me what affidavits shall be kept back from public examination 


but have received no answer, You can inform Judge Caton which 
they are, and he will observe your directions. 1 hope if there Is any 
further testimony to be produced it may be taken before the Judge. 
Truly Your Friend 
Aug C. Frence 


Col, Chas, Oakley 
Chicago. 


Sprivorrenp Feby 16th 1848 
Str: I have selected Judge Caton of Ottawa, before whom you can 
make such testimony as you may desire for your defense. The charges 
erent to them will be placed in eet seein 
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Tast letter. You can inform him at what time you will be ready to com- 
mence the examination, and the place where you wish him to be first, for 
this purpose, 

With you, I am anxious that the matter shall be gone through with 
at the very earliest day practicable. From the charges you will readily 
detect those to which your attention has not been directed and upon 
which the testimony transmitted to me has little bearing. 

1 am highly pleased at the frequent assurances I receive that the 
Canal will certainly be opened so as to enable the State to derive all the 
advantages of a full spring navigation. With me, this important result 
outweighs every other consideration. 

As I remarked above, the time and place of examination can be 
arranged between Judge Caton and yourself, and should be done as 
soon as convenient, so as not to allow the Canal interest to suffer. 

Tam very Respectfully Yours 
A. C, Frexct 
To William Gooding Esq* 
Lockport, ll. 


Svrincrrecy Feby 18, 1848 


Dr Sue: In my letter of the 28th ult. 1 requested you to forward 
me such information of the state of the affairs of the State of Illinois 
in your hands as might enable me to answer your inquiries, and thereby 
avoid all possibility of collision of opinion between us hereafter. I am 
now anxiously awaiting your answer to this request, with the desired 
information, which may be received here before this reaches you. I 
am free to confess that your withholding from me for 80 Jong a time, after 
it ought to haye been forwarded, the information which I am now desir- 
ous of obtaining, has impressed me strongly with its singularity. 
very much doubt if there can be found another instance of the financial 
Agent of a State, in the United States, who has omitted to render an 
account of its affairs in his hands, in a detailed form, for the space of 
two years. ‘There is every reason why it was not only proper but essen- 
tially necessary that you should render an account of the condition of 
the affairs of the State, intrusted to you, at the very farthest, at the end of 
each year, and more properly semi annually—on the ist days of January 
& July. This would have enabled me to give you at all times, such 
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directions as might become proper in conducting the affairs of the state 
in this particular, T expressly called your attention to this fact when 
your accounts were to be audited last season, and stated that I wished 
your full account, and I felt a little chagrined when I received the return 
and found only the most insignificant portion of it rendered, While L 
could not account for the seeming indifference manifested by you to 
comply fully with my request, without giving rise to misgivings which 
T was anxious to avoid—t again hinted at the matter when I saw you in 
September, and received assurance that all the vouchers for moncy 
disbursed by you would speedily be forwarded or left with Mr, Wads- 
worth, who would forward them for you. None of them have come to 
hand as yet, although I have specially called your attention to the sub- 
ject in previous letters. With matters in this condition, you may well 
judge of my astonishment, when by taking seeming advantage of your 
own neglect in not furnishing me with proper information, you called 
for instruction where you had not seen it necessary to invite it before— 
and for what?—Simply, to be informed how much you must remit to 
Magniac, Jardine & Co., after having made three remittances without 
discovering any necessity for special instructions in the case, I could 
not sce the importance of this, when the only reason on which it rested, 
was a simple suggestion of mine that less might be wanted in Europe 
to pay interest if Bonds from that side of the water were surrendered, 
which fact could be at once ascertained from the schedule furnished you 
by Mr. Wadsworth and lying immediately before you. Will you inform 
me what you have been governed by heretofore in making your remit- 
tances to those Gentlemen? I will be the better able to judge of the 
whole when I receive the information desired in my former letter. 1 
am satisfied from a careful inspection of the materials for judging now 
in my possession, that the gross amount of Bonds heretofore presented 
for interest has in no instance exceeded $3,000,000. What has become 
of the surplus left in your bands and not needed, and which must have 
been continually augmenting from the carlicst instalment paid until now, 
for I never observe it embraced in the proper dividend. That you should 
never hint this fact while discharging a confidential trust, would natu- 
rally strike any person as somewhat strange, especially after the payment 
of two instalments at least. You will bring every cent of the surplus on 
hand into this present January payment, and if there is not sufficient 
to mect the Bonds presented under the dividend made by you, by letting 
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me know at an early day the probable result, funds will be provided at 
once to meet the deficiency. I wish you then to forward me, if you haye 
not already complied with my wishes expressed in the letter above 
referred to, at your very earliest convenience, the amount of money 
you have received,—the amount paid on each instalment, with the sur- 
plus left in your hands each time, up to Jany. 1848, together with the 
several amounts remitted to Magniac, Jardine & Co. and the time when 
so remitted, up to same date:—the aggregate number of Bonds paid 
upon for each instalment, severally, up to the same time, In feeling 
myself called upon to invite your earliest attention to these matters I 
am not to be understood as doubting the confidence T have placed in you, 
but as absolutely necessary for me, to enable me to act understandingly 
hereafter in this matter, of so much interest to the State, and responsi- 
bility on my own account. 


David Leavitt Esq* 
New York, 


Tam very respectfully Yours, 


Sprmcrretp Feby. 19, 1848 

My Deas Sir: [have received the accounts forwarded by you against 
the State, [ informed you that it was absolutely necessary to consult 
the greatest economy in this affair of Funding. I expected that it 
would hardly be necessary after E left to keep up continuous Clerk hire, 
and the few Bonds received justified my former opinion. But a small 
portion of the time would be required to do what business there was to 
be done. Unexplained, the clerk hire scems very large, From the 
first of January 1848, until we can have time, say six or eight months, 
to test the amount of labor required, I am willing to allow you $1209, 
to cover all expenses of funding and Transfer, except incidentals, that 
is, Stationery, forms &c. After which time we can learn the time re- 
quired, and can fix upon a fair compensation, I feel fully satisfied 
that both branches of labor will not take up near all the time of any 
thing like a ready clerk. This I learned from the average sales of 
Tilinois Stock, The sales have been, and for good reasons will be few, 
as time will prove, 

I shall make arrangements soon to appoint a new Interest paying 
Agent. This Agency must pay for itscli. Mr, Leavitt informed me 
about the first of December last, that he should charge me nothing for 
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what he had done; the use of the moncy being an adequate compensa- 
tion, ‘Tis true lately he spoke of a Clerk, which I refused at once to 
pay, and he said nothing more about it. I know the use of the money 
will bring any one in more than $2000 per year, as you can satisfy your- 
self, when the standing surplus will nearly cover $13,000, besides the 
‘amount of $130,009 per year, mainly running through severallya quarter's 
disbursement. I have three offers from good men to the same effect, 
but I prefer you. 1f you are willing to take it on these terms, let me 
know. All that will be necessary in addition to your own security will 
be the assurance of the liability of the Bank in which the money is 
deposited. 
Write me by return mail on this matter as I wish to be making my * 

arrangements &c, 


J Wadsworth: Esq 
N.Y. 


A.C.B. 


Sprrncrietp Feby. 21, 1848 
Messrs, 

Mr, Trumbull informs me that from certain information you have 
of the affairs of Mr. Sherwood, you think it possible a part or the whole 
of the claim of the State of Illinois against him may be made, and that 
you would be willing to undertake its collection, bear all the expense 
attending it, without charge or Iability to the State, for such portion of 
the amount you may succeed in collecting as may be agreed upon between 
us. I have regarded this claim as hopelessly lost, and at no time would 
be willing to risk any charge to the State from an effort to collect it. 
Nor would I now incur any expense in the attempt. 

If you are willing to undertake its collection upon these conditions, 
that all the expense shall be borne by yourselves, I am willing to enter 
into such agreement as shall insure you an adequate compensation if 
you succeed in collecting the whole or part, This compensation I am 
willing to graduate according to the amount collected, say from 10 to 
go per cent. The amount due (L speak from memory only) must be 
nearly $80,000, Mr. Trumbull also mentioned another claim against 


"Julius Wadaworth, ten years a resident o Illinois, was the senior member of the 
firm aero Sheldon, This firma took over the duties formerly performed by 
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Mr. Daniels. Ido not recollect any thing in reference to it, but if it 
becomes necessary I will hunt it up. Will you please to let me hear 
from you in answer to this— 

Tam very respectfully Yours 


A. C, Frencr 
Messrs, Pock* & McDougall? 
Chicago, Ill. 


Sprivariecp March 2, 1843 
Mrssxs3 

T have just received your letter of the a5th ult. in answer to mine of 
a previous date, As I remarked in my former letter I would not incur 
the least liability on the part of the State, for the reason that I considered 
the debt as hopelessly lost— 

1 will agree to give you 33 1/3 per cent. to the amount of $20,000, 
thereafter 20 percent, with the privilege of making such arrangements 
in regard to the matter as to you may seem best for all concerned— 
provided you furnish for file in this office a full and complete record of 
the court or other proceedings which may be had in the case or between 


*Ebenesee Peck: born May 22, 2805, in Portland, Maine; rectived early education 
at Meacham, Vermont; removed with parents to Canada; 189, married Miss Carolina. 


5, delegate to pe tion of eratriceke 85, licensed to prac- 
tate: C , to 
ie inn rads drahed ft lg charts ios Cher stan chosen as member 

of Internal Improvement System} pas Bs Renee Oe 1859, appointed a 


184) 
Dougall; 14G0, interested in a democratic newspaper, 
Republi . $4065, reporter of the Supreme Court 


Dosa wes scous wat Demat Kae amssweas Abpea, Neen es Ee 
1867 (Palmer, Bewc® ond Bar of [Minois; Bateman and Selby, Historical 
he is ooo: 1998), 


+ Probably Peck & McDougall, attorneys-at-law, Chicago, Il. 
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the parties in interest, You are well acquainted with the delicacy of 
such proceedings and will readily appreciate this condition, 

Tf you accept these terms you will inform me specifically what you 
may desire forwarded to you to aid you in carrying out the object, that it 
may be at once attended to, 

Tam very respectfully Yours 
Aue. C, Frenca 


Sraincrtetp, March 12, 1848 

Dr. Sm: From what you say in a late letter, I suppose you have 
notified Messrs, Magniac Jardine & Co. that you are awaiting instruc- 
tions from me to govern you in regard to the remittances to be made to 
them to meet the January interest 48, and that you are awaiting such 
instructions, The only means within my reach of determining the 
precise amount which ought to be forwarded to them, is the amount 
they required to meet the July interest, 1847. This you stated to be 
£4000, without hinting whether in their experience thus far in the busi- 
ness, it would be sufficient to meet all the Bonds presented to the full 
amount of the Dividend ar not. If you have no other means of judging, 
you will forward this amount to them, abating only the difference between 
the dividends of July 1847 and January 1848. [Ef you have any better 
means of ascertaining the amount, as the number of Bonds on which 
interest has been demanded within the six months immediately succeed- 
ing the commencement of the payment of such instalment, or vouchers 
covering the same time, for interest paid, it may furnish as safe or per- 
haps safer criterion than the former. My own impression is that with- 
out more specific information it would be advisable to regard the request 
made by them, with only the deduction specified above. I refer here 
to the full amount which was at any time forwarded to meet the July 
interest 1848. 

‘The amount whatever it shall prove to be under the above con- 
tingency, ought to be forwarded at an early day. 

Tam very respectfully Yours 
Aue C. Frencu 


D, Leavitt Esq 
N. York, 
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‘Sprivorienp March 21, 1848 

‘Dr Sir: T learn from your letter of the 7th inst. that you seem to 
suppose, that the various overplusses which have been found remaining 
on hand at stated intervals, ought still to be allowed to remain unapplied, 
except upon those Bonds which may not yet have been presented for 
their proper interest. You also regard my order making some more 
ready disposition of these sums accumulated six months prior to the 
regular days when the instalments should be paid, as calculated to 
enforce hard dealing towards those holders who have been too remiss to 
present their bonds within the prescribed time. From the consideration 
Thave given to your suggestions in respect to this subject, and it has not 
been slight, I apprehend that the injustice which you suppose to follow, 
will in the end be found to be rather apparent than real. From any 
thing discernable [sic] upon the face of the agreement, or to be inferred 
from the current nature of such transactions, it is not perceived that the 
State is under any moral obligation to keep a large disproportionate and 
standing fund for an unlimited term, to await the carclessness or neg- 
lect of the holder. Such I believe was never the practice of the U, 
States Government in conducting affairs of a similar character, The 
time when the money is due is indicated by the security itself, and if 
the State fail to perform her part in good faith, she is at fault, and it 
would seem to follow from the truc spirit of the transaction, and appear 
reciprocally just, that the holder should come forward, within a limited 
and reasonable time, to receive his money. If he refuses to do so, there 
is just as little propriety as justice, {t appears to me, in requiring the 
amount to remain useless and unproductive to the State, when caused 
by his neglect only, Iam unable to appreciate any just cause of com- 
plaint, which the holder, under these circumstances, could reasonably 
entertain. Even if the view of it which you take would have been cor- 
rect under the circumstances in which the form of indebtedness originally 
stood, it would hardly be so now, since by far the larger portion of the 
securities on which you regard these sums as justly due, have already 
been surrendered up, and new ones substituted, the interest on which 
becomes due January 1848. ‘This may be regarded as true of the greater 
portion to which your suggestion can properly apply. So that leaving 
things to remain as they are, it will at once appear that there will be a 
large amount which never can be called for. Judging from the gross 
amount of surplus on hand, and which has been augmenting ever since 
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ine payment of the first instalment until now, there does not appear 
to me the feeblest grounds of apprehension but what the positive sur- 
plus always remaining in hand for the six months previous to the date 
of the regular instalment will be fully adequate to meet the demand 
of any stray Bonds which may casually find their way to you for payment. 
At any rate I can discover no sufficient reason to change the order here- 
tofore given in respect to the application of this surplus, by applying 
all on hand except that arising out of the immediately previous divi- 
dend, as above stated, leaving to experience hereafter to settle the proper 
course to be pursued in reference to the few Bonds which are not or 
will not soon be surrendered. . rome re 
am Ful ours: 
D. Leavitt Esq— bse sees 


N, York, 


Executive Derarneent, Tutrxors 
Serinorizip, April 9, 1848 
De. Str: Enclosed herewith I return you, executed according to 
your request, the two debentures which escaped my notice at the time 


Tsigned the large number, of which, these two must have formed a part, 

T have also noted and considered, the suggestion of the Messrs, 
Baring, embraced by way of extract in yours, from a late letter received 
by you from them, In our desire to accomplish the object of exchanging 
one class of Bonds and securities, for another and preferable class, 
economy was kept steadily in view. No provision was inserted in the 
Jaw nor appropriation made to meet expenses of an agency in Europe, 
of the kind seemingly contemplated by the extract referred to, ‘The 
obvious distinction between Indiana and this State, in the character in 
which they approach their creditors, and the objects to be accomplished 
by each, might render it highly important that the former should have a 
special agent in Europe to effect negotiations and explain the terms of her 
Law, while none might be needed to forward the purposes of this State. 
Unlike the course of Indiana, we approach our Creditors with a resolute 
determination to meet our entire indebtedness, requiring of them not 
the sacrifice of one farthing, but simply to fall in with our measure of 
Exchange to aid us in our efforts to ascertain the amount of our 
Taternal Improvement debt, which, for nameless reasons, is now some- 
what clouded with uncertainty, to enable us to rid the market of a mass 
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of securities of various denominations, and substitute therefor uniform 
transferable stock, by which we could be prepared to place before the 

People of the State and the world, the true condition of our affairs. 
‘The manner in which the State sought to accomplish the object 
through the courtesy of her creditors, is easily to be inferred from the 
‘Law itself, and the reasons for it, were briefly referred to in my circular 
which attended the Law sent to Europe, and by letters addressed subse- 
quent thereto. There is nothing compulsory in either, nor any thing 
ambiguous connected with the matter, The actual advantages which 
jit was supposed would result to the Creditors from the Exchange con- 
templated, with the permission to invest the deferred interest Bonds in 
‘our State Lands, is already more than realized, by the increased value 
of the New Principal and Interest Bonds over the old Bonds in their 
original ehape, The advantage being not less than 15 per cent. in 
favor of the former. Besides this positive benefit to the creditor, their 
compliance with the law would be exceedingly gratifying; and having 
ascertained the exact condition of our State affairs, the People would 
advance more cheerfully to grapple with them. ‘The readiness with 
which the Bondholders in the U, States have come forward and made the 
Exchange, showing that the principal portion in this country has already 
been exchanged, has led us to hope that in a short time the true state 
of our affairs, an object so much desired by the People, can be made 
apparent; and further than this it has exercised an immense influence in 
producing a large majority in favor of the Constitutional Provision for 
the Levy of a T'wo Mill Tax. ‘This has been carried and now makes a 
part of our Constitution. ‘This alone, which at first will raise $200,000, 
and with the mill and one half already provided for, will enable us to 
set out in 1849, with ; $350,000, or nearly so, To this may be added a 
yearly increase of 9 per , which is less than the average for the past 
ten years, from actual increase in the amount of taxable property in the 
with in the least the existing rate of taxation, So it 


‘it cannot be but a few years, aided by the revenue from 
the Mlinois & Michigan Canal, before we shall be prepared to meet the 
yearly interest on our public debt, if the measure herein referred to, 
be carried out by our creditors, If there were present provision made, 
and T could supposs that an Agent would answer any uscful purpose, 
cither to the creditors or the State, I should not hesitate to appoint one, 
But I know of nothing he could say or do, which could present the whole 





PRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, MAY 15, 1848 id 


matter more intelligibly or clearly to the European Bond holder, than 
has already been done, and I sincerely regret that the plan still remains 
unsatis{actory to them or most of them, (some having surrendered,) 
when it was go readily accepted by almost all on this side of the Atlantic, 

Tf by an agent is meant no more than the appointment of some one 
to receive the Bonds and attend to their regular and safe transmission to 
N. York for Exchange, I can easily make the requisite provision, It 
seems to me that were the Bonds sent to you for the purpose, to whom the 
whole matter is familiar, it could be arranged to their satisfaction and 
that of all concerned. You will please intimate the foregoing to the 
‘Messrs, Baring, and assure them that I feel a deep interest in the matter, 
and will contribute whatever I can to carry out a measure 80 obviously 
fraught with resulting benefits to the parties concerned. 

Tam very Ri ‘tfully Yours 
Hes ny Respectfully 
Boston. 


Mass. 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD May 15, 1848 

Dr Str: I have very recently had my attention called to the action 
of the St Louis Municipal authorities in their effort to improve their 
Harbor by which it is believed the interests of the People and the rights 
of the State of Ilinois may be encroached upon.* ‘This impression has 
been conveyed to me through various letters together with the resolu- 
tions of the common council of the City of Alton. No one can view 
with greater pride or pleasure the rapid progress of all our Western 
Cities and Towns than I do, but when it is sought to advance one by 
injuring another, it becomes the duty of those having the ultimate 
supervision to look to it and if proper to interfere. I have an indistinct 

“The people of St. Louis had reasons to fear that the channel of the Miusisippi 


would shift enst of Woody Island, thus destroying the city’s barbor. “Io prevent this, 
St city council in #848 appropriated money with which to build stone wall from 


i 


‘before the Ilinols legislotare, ‘The work 

certain restrictions and the result is the modern city of East 
Louis (Davidson and Stuvé, Wirlory of Mlinois, a¢73-1884, 558-61; State Regivtr, July 
3; SY. Republican, July 6 1848), 


8, 
Pea 
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impression than an injunction was obtained some time since to arrest 
the attempts of the People of Missouri to invade the rightful jurisdic~ 
tion of the State of Ilincis. I wish you to look it up and forward me a 
copy of the injunction, and if from its terms it covers the present attempt 
you will proceed ag goon as practicable to cause notice to be given of its 
existence to all engaged in the present movement and cause the same to 
be respected. If there is none such you will take such steps as may be 
proper to preserve and protect the rights of this State against any further 
encroachment Adyise me of the present state of affairs and all necessar’ 
for me to be informed of in relation to the matter, 


P. B. Fouket Ezq’ 
Belleville. 


Tam, & 


Executive Deparrarst 
Sprivcrretn Iu. May 18, 1848 

Tt has been represented to me that an attempt is now making by 
the Municipal Authorities to improve the Harbor of the City of St. 
Louis, by which the current of the Mississippi River will be diverted 
from its natural channel, that is the Eastern side of the River, and forced 
upon the Missouri or Western Side, It seems to be expected that this 
design is to be carried out by extending a wall or dam east of the middle 
of said River in the direction of the Illinois shore, which is under the 
control and rightful jurisdiction of the State of Illinois. It is also repre- 
sented that if this plan be suffered to be carried out it will materially 
injure if not entirely destroy the present navigation near the eastern shore 
for the langer class of Boats greatly to the injury of the State, In view 
of what has already occurred with express reference to this same matter, 
it was scarcely expected t that a similar measure would again be renewed. 
Gratified as I truly am at the rapid prosperity of the City of St, Louis yet 
it could hardly b ted that Hee Authorities | oe this State would 


y ified in Congressional | 
Encyclopedia ‘of Miinoit, 1905; Blue Book of Liinois, 1905; Adjulant-General’s Reports). 
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opposition. I feel assured that if the representations referred to above 
prove correct the proper authorities of your City will pause before 
urging forward a movement which can be viewed in no other light than 
@ manifest encroachment upon the just rights of the State of Illinois, 
and which if persisted in will require me to employ some suitable means 
to arrest it. 

Hoping that the design attributed to your City may prove unfounded 
I shall await such a representation of the true state of facts as you may 


see fit to address me, 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Aus C. Frenca 


Patestine, CrawForp Co. May 22/48 
Dr Ste: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the oth inst covering a Preamble and Resolution of the City 
Council of Quincy, in regard to the contemplated action of the St. 
‘Louis City Municipal Authorities in their attempt to improve the harbor 


of that City. ‘T'he letter was forwarded to me here, where I shall be 
detained a few days in arranging some private affairs, and then forth- 
with return to Springfield. My attention had previously been drawn 
to this contemplated movement on the part of the People of St. Louis, 
and such measures taken firstly by addressing the Mayor of the City, 
and secondly by taking such precautionary measures as it is hoped will 
secure the interest of the People against injury and the rightful Juris- 
diction of the State from impertinent encroachment 
Tam && 
A.C, Frence 
Clerk City of Quincy? 
N.B. The above is not designed for publication but as simply an 
answer to your Letter &°. 
tee For blographica sketch soe jor 17750 
‘William H, Beaneson 
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SPRINGFIELD, June 15, 1848. 


Messrs. 

Thave to inform you that the amount of money applicable to interest 
1 July 1848, may be set down at $60,000, and you may strike your Divi- 
dend accordingly. ‘The July Dividends will always be somewhat larger 
than those of January, owing to the fact that more is collected in the 
preceding than in the succeeding six months, The amount on which 
you are now required to pay is about $9,270,000, You will hereafter, 
until otherwise directed, pay wpon $9,700,000, I shall shortly forward 
you more Drafts in addition to that already sent for $15,510." 

Tam, Very Respectfully, Yours 
Aue C, Frenewr 


The Books of Bonds are already forwarded by Express and will 
probably reach you before this. 


Wadsworth & Sheldon, N. ¥. 


SprrvorieLp June 15, 1848 

Sm: Your Letter of the 2s. ult. with the “‘statement” of the State 
‘Trustee of the Minis & Mich. Canal, and the resolution or order of 
the Board thereon is received, T do not know that I fully understand 
the object the Board had in view in transmitting this portion of the record 
of their proceedings to me. The Law creating the Board and under 
which this action has been taken, allows the Governor no active agency 
in the matter, but leaves his opinion of the propriety or impropriety 
of the resolution referred to, like th: jer person entirely power- 
less to affect it one way or the other. W! have no right or authority 
to control or influence the action of the Board, I feel no reluctance in 
expressing my opinion in regard to any of its measures when that opinion 
is sought by the Board itself, I admit that from the first, I have never 
been able to discover any good or ; substantial reason why there should 
be any difference in the amount of salaries paid to the several members 
of the Board. I would not ‘be understood here as intimating that I con- 
sider the salary of $2500, now paid the State Trustee as insufficient, 
for I regard him as abundantly paid for his services, it being $1000 more 


"See post, 283. 
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than the salary of any State Officer." Whatever may have been the 
reasons for allowing the sum of $5,000, to the other members of the Board 
heretofore, (and certainly they have appeared to me as wholly unsatis- 
factory) they seem now to have lost their force since the completion of 
the canal, and I cannot but regard the further payment of this sum as 
exorbitant and unjust to the State.? 

Tam & A.C. F. 


Capt W. H, Swift 
Washington City 
DC, 


Executive DevarTaent 
‘Sraincrietp Inx., June 15, 1848 

Messrs 

Through the agency of David Leavitt Exqr of New York, I have 
been favored with your Letter Dated Amsterdam March 7, 1848. In 
this letter you invite my attention to the propricty of appointing a 
‘special agent whose duty it should be to visit Europe and personally 
make the exchange of Bonds contemplated in the Law of this State and 
to which you refer, could not readily gather from your letter whether 
you were aware that the Law referred to contemplated an exchange of 
the Internal Improvement Bonds and indebtedness, to the exclusion of 
the canal Bonds, or not. Such however is the fact. There appearing 
no strong reason for meddling with the Canal Debt, it is not embraced 
inthe Law. It is the former class of Indebtedness only, which the State 
is desirous of withdrawing, and in its stead substitute one New uniform 
‘Transferable stock. Amang the reasons which urged the State to the 
adoption of this course, were the difficulties uncertainties and embar- 
rassments which surrounded this peculiar branch of our State Indebted~ 
ness, These were referred to more specifically and in detail in a cir- 
cular which [caused to be printed with the Law and as far as practicable 


1,000 
Laws of Titinols, 1849, 38-29 
* Davidson and Stuvé, History af Iimois, x673-2884, 485, says that the foroign trustees 
each received $2,500 annually. 
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placed in the hands of all foreign holders of this Stock. Tn that T sought 
to convey in a distinct and intelligible manner, the true object of the 
‘Law as well a5 some of the benefits the creditor would derive, by com- 
plying with its provisions Unlike the instance of the State of Indiana 
to which you refer me, where a surrender of a large portion of her 
Bonds were required to be made before she would cheerfully struggle 
to pay the balance. This State approaches her creditors with the express 
determination to pay all her debts without asking them to sacrifice one 
farthing, It was confidently expected when the Law was passed, that 
the obvious advantage held out to the creditor by acceding to the terms 
of the Law would induce them to comply readily with its provisions, 
without making provision for an European agency, consequently no 
appropriation was made for this unpremeditated expense, It was 
believed that the exchange contemplated in the Law would add much 
to the aggregate market value of the Bond, This has been realized 
from 16 to £§ per cent. on the gross amount. ‘The amount of this class 
of Indebtedness held in Europe is small and it was hoped the exchange 
could be effected through the Agents of the European holders, in New 
York. ‘The American holders have generally come in, and the same is 
true of many of the English, This has encouraged me to believe that 
the larger portion will be surrendered previous to the expiration of the 
time limited by Law, within which the exchange can be made. Feeling 
a very deep interest in the success of the measure I shall most sincerely 
regeet if any oversight on the part of this State shall have a tendency to 
defeat even in part the complete success of the measure. The readiness 
with which the American and English Bondholders came into the 
measure, of itself so gratifying to our People, has exerted a very salutary 
influence upon them in their late vote upon our Constitution, by which a 
permanent Tax fs forever hereafter imposed of two mills on each dollar's 
worth of Taxable Property to be applied exclusively to our debt, in 
addition to that already specially appropriated to the same object. 
‘This added to the present Levy will, we confidently expect, place in 
the Treasury to be exclusively applied to the debt for 1849, $350,000, 
subject to a yearly increase of nine percent without increasing in the 
least, the present rate of Taxation. You will thus perceive that in a very 

"In 1849 the total value of property n the state was $105,432,752.15. At this time 
‘three and one-half malls on each dollar of valuation was being levied for purpose of paying 


interest. For detailed account of va'uations and taxes see Biennial Report of Awditor, 
‘December 3, 1850 





FRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, JULY 26, 1848 "7 


few years this State will be prepared to meet the entire interest on her 
debt, and this too without taking into consideration the available 
resources of the State derivable from the public Lands, the income 
from the Canal, now complete &°. I have greatly enlarged in my 
answer, upon ny original intention, for which you will receive the 
subject of it, as a sufficient apology. 
With sentiments of respect 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Ave C. Frexca 
Messrs Hope & Co 
Amsterdam, 


Executive DepartTMenr 
‘Sramvcrrecy July 18 1848 
Your Letter of inst. is received, in which you take an occasion to 
inform me, that a committee has been appointed to mect and confer 
with me in regard to the matter in controversy between this State and 
the City of St. Louis, in relation to the improvement of its Harbor. 
Since its receipt however I have been informed by Letter from a gentle- 
man who has visited the works, that the City is still at work within the 


juriediction of this State in contempt of the Injunction and the State 
Authorities, 
Af such is the state of the case no conference at this time will be of 
any avail in settling the matter. 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Auc C Frencn 


Hon Jno M. Krum,’ 
St Louis. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
Sprincrreiy July 26, 1848 
Dr, Ste: L addressed you a Letter some few days since in reference 
to the work in progress under the direction of the City of St. Louis for 
aoe Krum: born March 10, 1810, in Hillsdale, New York; recived education 


‘Union College, New York; taught school at Kingston, New York; studied law; #831, 
Altan, Minos, where be practiced law; first mayor of Alton; holding 


1 regiment of enrolled militia composnt of citizens 
Bneyelopedia of the History of St. Louis). 
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the Improvement of its Harbor. I then gave you briefly some of the 
reasons which induced me to belicve it my duty to interfere to cause 
the Injunction which had been procured to arrest this work, to he 
observed, Thad been assured through divers sources that the work was. 
still being pushed forward, in contempt of the Injunction and the 
Civil Authority of the State, It seemed to me that the course pursued 
by the City Council was most extraordinary, as showing the most absolute 
disregard of the Civil Authority of Illinois, to give it the mildest form of 
expression it would bear, and what if possible gives the whole a worse 
coloring, is the clandestine manner in which it is said the work has been 
carried on—so as to elude the observation of the officers having charge 
of the Injunction. I was slow to believe this last, and until I learned by 
a direct Telegraphic Despatch from Genl, Cooley that such was the 
fact, I felt inclined to credit the assurance of the Committee of the Com- 
mon Council of the City, then here, that I had been misinformed. There 
remains hut one course to be taken in this matter, which is to cause the 
Injunction to be regarded within the Jurisdiction of this State. This 
must be done let the consequences be what they may. 

Uf you think it necessary in order to enable you to support your 
authority and enforce that of the State, you are hereby authorised to 
call to your assistance the Militia force of St Clair County—In which 
case it may le preferable to employ the Artillery force under ull the cir 
cumstances, to any other. J think you have a cannon at Belleville, there 
are cannon also at Alton which you are authorised also to take if required, 
to aid you, and besides call to your aid a sufficient number of officers 
and men, to render the object, the enforcement of the Injunction effec- 
tive, and to sustain you fully in the complete discharge of your duty as 
an officer of this State. Such necessary expense as may be incurred 
in the discharge of your duty will be provided. 

Tam, Yours & 
Aus C, Frexcr 
‘The Sheriff of* 
St Clair County 
Executive DerarTMEnT, [LtrNors: 
SPRINGFIELD July 29, 1848 

De Sim: I wrote you some time since on the subject of the sale of 
the Canal lands Lots &*, and referred to reports in circulation that 

“David W. Hopkins, sherifl of St, Clair county, 1846-50 
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arrangements were making and combinations formed, designed to 
monopolise the sale of the choice Jands and Lots by forcing down 
competition &°. Sufficient information has reached me since to satisfy 
me that these rumors are to a great degree well founded. Under such 
circumstances it is matter of the very utmost importance, that the 
‘Trustees be prepared to take a decided course or adopt some decisive 
measures to avoid an injury to the State and consequently the Bond- 
holders, by any combinations calculated to check free and undisturbed 
competition at the sales. I have taken the liberty to offer a suggestion in 
refference [sic] to the matter, if there shall be symptomsof such arrange~ 
ments to lesen the sales or monopolise the purchases, 1 believe 
the law does not make it imperative that the sales shall be made on the 
immediate line of the Canal, but prescribes only when the sales shall 
take place and the general order in which it shall be conducted. My 
suggestion then, is this, that if it seem proper in order to avoid the con- 
tingency above referred to, the sale be adjourned to some ather place, 
or if thought proper simply adjourned and the matter being represented 
to me, I will lay the affair before the Legisiature for the provision by 
Law for the sales to be held at some place where the influences would 
not be felt, and the competition left free, 

The People have been taught to regard these lands as a very impor- 
tant recourse towards the liquidation of the Canal Debt, and if any 
influences were allowed to operate to lessen its value or prevent a {ree 
competition among purchasers, the dissatisfaction among nine tenths 
would be intense. I will stand by the Trustees in any judicious effort 
they may make to render the sales honest, fair and just." 

Tam very Respectfully Yours, 
Capt. W. H. Swift 
Washington City 
DC 


‘When the new lost of $1,600,000 was authorized in 11 
lands of the canal could not be wold until three 


appraised by three disinterested 
February 25,1817 Hf ral pve ta ths mos mfeA bet eves leet 
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Executive DEPARTMENT 
‘SprinorieLp July 29, 1848. 
Messrs. 


‘Yours of the 2oth inst is received." Before this reaches you, you 
will be put in possession of $35,000 more of Interest funds. “The Coupons: 
of 184r, July—you are already authorized to take up and hold them 
subject to my order. Mr, Webster will probably call upon you and 
receive all such Bonds, Scrip, Vouchers and Coupons with such other 
papers as you may think proper to forward by him on his return from 
Boston, a3 before. I want all the securities you may have in possession 
forwarded by him at that time. 

You will continue to fund until directed to stop by me. It strikesme 
that your suggestion in relation to the Foreign Bonds can be earried 
out, and in no other way that I know of, can it be done, for I have neither 
the power to appoint an agent to go to Europe for the purpose of 
receiving Bonds, nor the means within my control to defray expenses 
if one were appointed. Enclosed you will find the authority to cary 
out your suggestion. You will not pay any thing on Coupons prior to 

very singular how Tilson could have taken the 

lors Oa and have possession of these Bonds. The 
mystery is in no way cleared up and they will not be paid until I have 
some satisfactory reason how it all happens so, but this is between us. 


‘Messrs. Wadsworth & Sheldon. 
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ing conditions. That the parties, holders of such indebtedness, by 
themselves or Agents shall present and deliver up the same to you at 
your Office in the City of New York, upoa which such new Stock is 
sought to be issued, or in lieu of the surrender of such original stock, 
present you with proof of the loss of the same in its passaye from the 
bolder to you, and provided further that there shall be furnished you 
acomplete Registry of such Bonds or Indebtedness duly certified by 
a Consul of the United States, together with his certificate that he 
enclosed and forwarded the original Bonds or Indebtedness well secured 
in a package forwarded and directed to “Julius Wadsworth Esqr of 
the City of New York United States of America, Agent for Funding 
the Internal Improvement Debt of the State of Tlinois,["] which proof 
shall be retained by you to be transmitted for file in the proper office 
here, upon my order, 
(Sear) Witness my band and the scal of State, 
this ath day of July 1848, 
Ave C, Frexcit 


Executive DepartMent, Inn. 
SprinarreLp 25th Octo 1848 
Messrs. 
Having been absent from the seat of Goyernment for some weeks 
past, may account to you for the delay of this answer to yours of the 21st 
ult. 


In my answer I will take up your various subjects of enquiry, in 
the order in which they appear in your Letter. The proceeds of the 
one and a half mill Tax are by Law, applied alike upon all State Bonds 
Canal as well as others, and whatever payments may have been made of 
interest accrued upon such Bonds they have been governed by this rule. 

The provisional Two Mill Tax provided by our New Constitution 
has no reference to the other Tax, but is wholly independent of it, and 
in its application exclides the Canal Bonds. The object of this, L 
understand to be, is to place the residue of the State Indebtedness upon 
an equal footing in point of security with the Canal Debt, there having 
already been made large provision to mect this latter class." 


Opodo hese SA ths ped 
‘Mingis, 1842-43, 57). That part of the constitution of 2848, to which Governor 
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‘The pro rata Dividend of interest payable upon Canal Bonds is to 
‘be applied upon Coupons as they severally become duc, I think you 
give the first sections of the Law of July 28, 1847, too restrictive meaning, 
and the difficulty you seem to discover in the way of exchanging Mr, 
‘Shaws Bonds I do not conceive to exist. Tan discover no more serious 
course of embarrassment in preserving the Books in conformity with the 
Law by allowing his Bonds to be funded than in the case of any other 
Indebtedness without Coupons. The amount due Mr. Shaw has in 
this State generally gone under the name of the “Wiggins Loan.”* In 
some early arrangement entered Into between the State and the Bank, 
the latter became liable to pay the interest promptly as it accrued. 
The failure of the Bank was followed by a failure to pay the interest as 
agreed upon, which was also soon followed by the inability of the State 
to pay any interest whatever on any of its debt. So soon as its means 
would justify, the State caused a Tax of very limited amount to be levied 
and applied to the interest due and accruing. By virtue of the same 
Law requiring the levy to be made, the money when raised was ordered 
to be applied by equal Dividends to the interest upon all Bonds out- 
standing, in equal proportions, From the date of this Law it has been 
generally understood that it superseded all others then in existence, if 
not expressly, at least clearly to be implied—So then the matter stands: 
at present leaving Mr. Shaws Bonds upon the same footing with others. 
I submitted a memorial embracing in detail all the facts connected with 
this matter, at the request of Mr Shaw, to the Legislature of this State 
‘at its last session, with a recommendation that it be enquired into, but 
no action was had changing its relation to other Bonds. 

It is somewhat doubtful, I think, if there will be. In the meantime 
however, I assure you that by an exchange of his Bonds Mr, Shaw will 


refers, reads an follows: “Axt. XV. Two-Mill Tax.—Thore sball be annually assossed and 
collected, the mune manner as other sae revenues may be asst and collected, a tax 
of two mills on each dollar's worth aoe alte at ee ee 

h } ‘cept separate, and shall annually 
‘on the first day of January, be appor ra fata upon all such state 
Oi Gane pepe nd as may, for that purpose, be 


money re 

ea eee ee ‘107, SYS. money was obtained and the notes of the bank 
were redeemed, the honor of the state was saved, but the legislature was damned for all 
time to come.” 
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lose no semblance of security he may now have or is supposed to have, 
and I will take pleasure in contributing to do Mr. Shaw the justice in the 
premises, which it seems he is entitled to. 
Tam, &* 
‘Messrs James G. King & Sons 
New York. 


‘SPRINGFIELD Novem 2, 1848 
To tae Mayor or St Louis 

Sm: Your letter of the ult was handed me on my return to 
this place after an absence of some weeks, which may in some measure, 
account for your not receiving an earlier answer. 

‘The large amount of business accumulated during my absence utterly 
precluded me the opportunity of visiting your City for the purpose 
indicated in your Letter. Besides I am not sure it would be proper for 
me to interfere in any way with the controversy which had arisen out of 
your Harbor Improvement. ‘The whole matter has now been submitted 
to the Judicial Tribunals of the State and in a few weeks will probably 
be decided, which it is to be hoped will put an end to this unpleasant 
controversy. 


Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Aue C. Frencn 


N. Nites! Esqe 

Dr Sta: L have received the petition of certain citizens of St, Clair 
county together with your Letter which you forwarded to me, and have 
given them the most careful examination. This was due to the People 
of that county generally, and particularly to the Petitioners. The facts 

‘Nathaniel Niles: bora February 4, 1817, at Plainield, County, New York; 
ee aoe kamen So bed riparrrye 
sively at and Owenaburx, ; 1842, settled at 
Hellerilte, it June 16, Sa 1847, first lieutenant of Company “H Seond 
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recited in the Petition, irrespective of what has heretofore taken place 
in reference to the subject matter of the Petition, would seem 

to entitle it to a favorable consideration, The matter has at last been 
made to assume that shape which it has been clear to me for a Jong time, 
it was originally intended by those having the work in charge, and which 
was regarded as of no small importance to its success. The object 
to be gained was evidently by destroying the channel, injuring 
the Ferries and using the embarrassments thus thrown in the way 
hy the operators, to induce me to withdraw all further hindrance to 
its completion. Just about the time of the commencement of this 
St Louis Harbor Improvement, and during both its open and clandes- 
tine progress, I earnestly requested and urged the propriety of its sus- 
pension until the subject could be presented to the Legislature of the 
State, the only competent authority to settle the controversy, 1 felt 
the strongest assurance that if the St Louis authorities would consent 
to this yery reasonable request, no one interested cither in fecling or 
interest, would have cause to complain of its final adjustment, and a 
dispute be avoided, which it is well known to all, is of no recent origin. 
‘This was disregarded and the right to prosecute the work assumed regard- 
less of Executive wishes or State control, and the work it seems has been 
progressing openly or covertly until at last the state of affairs set forth 
in your Petition has been produced. I have no doubt that it will be 
conceded that I have as little authority to grant permission to destroy 
the St Clair Ferry, as I could have of inclination to abridge the true 
interests of the People of St Clair County when I did not conscientiously 
believe my duty absolutely required me to do so. Let the interest of 
the State in that Ferry be what it may, or rest upon what ground it may, 
and I am not disposed to quarrel with opinions which may have been 
honestly entertained in regard to it. I find sufficient to satisfy me that 
it ought not to be relinquished and that the State will be unwilling to 
surrender ft, after the well known difficulty attending its establishment, 
without some sufficient and adequate guaranty that her efforts to abridge 
‘one monopoly were not in vain, and that its abandonment will not open 
the way to the erection of another, equally formidable and pernicious 
to the interests of the State. Tt may be well to examine who were among. 
the most urgent for the establishment of the St Clair County Ferry by 
the State, and the peculiar and strong reasons urged in favor of it at the 
time of its establishment. There are those in the County of St Clair 
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who not only well recollect them, but aided in pressing them energetically 
upon the attention of the members of the Legislature, Before this Ferry 
is allowed to be arbitrarily destroyed, the People of Illinois have the 
right, and prudence demands that they be distinctly assured of what 
‘they are to expect from the monopoly thereby created, and the conditions 
of things thereafter. 

‘The Petition assumes that the information upon which I have based 
the limited agency I have exerted in this matter, may be false or exagger- 
ated. What effect or influence the casual information I received from 
various sources might have produced upon me, to induce me to inter- 
fere in the matter at all, independent of all other considerations, it is 
unnecessary to attempt to determine, as I was not left to depend upon 
that alone. As I before hinted, the contemplated St Louis Harbor 
Improvement is no new question, or for the first time agitated. Apart 
then entirely from all the information to which the Petition refers, what 
is known in relation to it which ought not lightly to be overlooked by 
a Public Officer. During the last sitting of the General Assembly a 
Bill was introduced into the Senate having express reference to this 
very subject. The Bill was drawn and probably introduced by the 
Senator from Madison County. It was liberal and far more so, in 
its terms, than what has since been claimed, or would be authorised, 
if the Petition were granted, which you forwarded me. Its examination 
will satisfy any one of the correctness of this staternent. No opposition 
that I heard of, was offered to the Bill by that Senator or any of the 
delegation from the Mississippi portion of the State above St. Louis. 
The Bill I believe was unanimously voted down, or by nearly an unani- 
mous vote, For same cause unknown to me, the Bill came again before 
the Senate, and by that body was referred to a large and highly intelli- 
gent committee, the Chairman of which I believe was the Senator from 
St Clair, and the journal of the Senate shows that this committee also 
recommended its rejection, which was likewise nearly or quite unan\- 
mously agreed to. What better indication could be asked, that the 
request in your Petition ought not to be granted absolutely without 
reservation or limitation. Every signer to the Petition must be aware 
that I would most cheerfully acceed [sic] to whatever might seem to 
be for their interest, if I had the power and a conscientious discharge 
of what I conceive my duty to the State would allow me todoso. Under 
the influence of these circumstances T would willingly submit the ques« 
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tion to each Petitioner, whether the request which I have uniformly 
made, that this subject might be submitted to the Legislature, was not 
just and reasonable, and the only course which could be consistently 
adopted. If by disregarding what was but just and reasonable, the 
prosecutors of the work find themsclves embarrassed by the effects 
of their secret movements. I cannot percieve [sic] that it gives rise to 
any obligation on my part to swerve from what clearly appears to be a 
part of my duty as the Executive of the State. 
Receive assurances of my respect & esteem 
A. C. Frenca 


Execorive DerarTMenr 
SPRINGFrELD Noy. 4, 1848 

Messrs WapswortH & SHELDON 

Your letter of the 2qth ult.t is before mc. Perhaps I do not clearly 
discover the full force of the suggestion you make in your Letter, as 
coming from Mr, Leavitt, in regard to the advantage to the holder of a 
lately issued Canal Bond over the holder of one earlier issued. It 
seems to be this, that the former can use his Certificate of arreared 
‘interest in the payment of debts incurred on sale of Canal lands, while 
at the same time he draws his equivalent of interest on Coupon of *48, 
It strikes me however that this is more apparent than real, inasmuch 
as the debt for which thes» Certificates can be given in payment, is very 
limited in amount, so much so that except in few cases of individual 
instances it would be but a small object. Owing to press of business 
T have been able to give it but a moments tonsideration and may have 
overlooked the main point, if so on your suggestion I will recur to it 
hereafter with a view of doing justice to all creditors alike as far as 


Tam not satisfied that T ought to give any new directions in regard 


referred their payment the reasons of my doing so, and in a further 
communication with your Partner Mr, Wadsworth, 


from me, todo so. Tam anxio ee 
‘This letter is not found in the Letter-Books. 





FRENCH’'S LETTER-BOOK, NOVEMBER 29, 1848 187 


fast as possible before the sitting of the Legislature, and that the canceled 
Bonds be returned here if possible. I lately wrote you to forward all 
to me by Col. Oakley, which I suppose you have done, You will so 
arrange it as to keep yourselves well supplied with blanks, I sincerely 
hope the United States Bank will see the propriety of sending in their 
Bonds to be funded. The advantages to the holders for many reasons, 
it seems to me, are too plain to he overlooked 
Very Respectfully Yours 
Ave C, Frencet 


SprincFieLp Noy, 17th, 1848 


Dr, Sm: Your Letter of the gth inst, is just received. I am satis- 
fied that the Legislature will be unwilling to incorporate a provision in 
any law it may pass, of the kind you desire. They have been accus- 
tomed and will continue to regard yourself and Mr. Stebbins as the 
only creditors in the matter, The only possible amendment which T 
think can reasonably be expected, is that you be allowed to substitute 
other securities in lieu of thoxe which cannot be got hold of at « fair 
fate. 


Yours Truly 
Ave, C. French 


C. Macalister 
Philadelphia 
Pa. 


Excortve DepARTMENT 
Srrinorienp Itt. Noy. zoth 1848 

Ste: It is with pleasure I comply with your request, embraced in 
your Letter of the 3th inst. and forward you the Law according to 
youe wish, As respects the practical bearing of this Law upon the 
securities to which it mainly relates I can add but little that will not be 
readily inferred from the Law itself, and simply referring you to the 
market value of the Stocks subsequent to the exchange. 

You seem in the main to take the same view of the object and effect 
of this Law, as others who have given it their attention. I believe, with 
scarcely an exception, so far as has come within my knowledge, it 
has been regarded in a favorable light; as an evidence of which, holders 
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both in Europe and America readily comply with its provisions. With 
the single exception of the amount subject to the control of the Bank 
of the U. States, the larger portion of the contemplated securities have 
already come in, and the exchange made, 

You are correct im taking the amount of the last current semi 
annual Dividend at $6.00, This amount was less than the preceding 
one, and much less than those which will follow, excepting that of the 
ensuing January. Without increasing the rate of Taxation, the aggre~ 
gate yearly increase upon Taxable Property will exceed g per cent. 
‘This can be accounted for by the fact that the country i new, rapidly 
filling up, drawing with its Popatation, wealth & 

In addition to the mill and a half Tax, applied upon the interest 
as you are advised, the Constitution of this State lately adopted by the 
People, provides for the levy and collection of a twomill Tax upon every 
$1[.]co worth of Property in the State. This Tax will probably amount 
to about $225,000 yearly, subject to a like annual increase with the 
former Tax, arising from like cause. This sum is required to be set 
apart to be applied in January each year upon the principal of the Bonds 
which may be exchanged under the enclosed Law, ‘This special pro- 
vision applicable only to the class of Bonds contemplated to be exchanged 
under this Law, was adopted with the view of placing this peculiar class 
of State Todebtedness upon a footing as favorable as that of the Canal 
Indebtedness for which large means had been from different sources 
provided. 

‘There is another object to be gained by the enclosed Law, not so 
apparent upon the face of the Law itself, and which it may be proper 
here to mention. Provision has been made by which the arreared inter- 
est Bonds are received in payment for State Lands, of which the State 


are purchased, ami 0 ay near, ee appraisal, $1,000,000. 
Thad understood that Messrs, Hope & Co, had signified their desire 
to comply sph nder isa uve of the Messrs, Barings, of 


Stedivaiinge arising to the creditors by com- 
it is not my purpose to speak, further than the 
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design of the Law was the benefit to the creditor, and the subsequent 
action of the State is another evidence of the disposition of the People 
to do what they can to meet their indebtedness 

Perhaps I have not answered so fully as you desired, if so, by invit- 
ing my attention to any one subject upon which you desire information, 
it will be furnished you if within my power. 

Tam Very Respectfully Yours 
Ave C, Farxen 

President of the 

Bank U. States 

Phil 
Penn 


Usarep States 
Srare or Inuawo1s: 
Sprincrmrp Dec, 1, 1843 
Measrs, 

T have received your Letter dated 3rst ult. in which you inform me 
that you have transmitted a large amount of Bonds $720,000, to the 
Agent of this State in New York, Julius Wadsworth Esq’, for the pur- 
pose of having them exchanged under a late Act of this State Legis- 
lature. It appears also from your Letter that other Bonds are in your 
possession and partially or altogether subject to your control, but which 
from some good cause cannot be forwarded in like manner with the 
others. I do not probably sufficiently understand from your Letter 
the truc character of the hindrances to which you refer, but take it 
for granted that they arise out of the risks attending their transmission 
across the water. If I am correct in this inference, the Authority T 
have given Mr. Wadsworth, the said Agent, a copy of which T will 
request him to send you, will obviate the difficulty.? From that you 
will see that by complying with it, the State will assume all risks and in 
case of loss replace the missing Bonds without charge or trouble to you 

With my best wishes, Iam, 
Very Respectfully Yours 
Avo C, Frexcn 
Hope & Co 
Amsterdam 
Holland, 
“For instructions concerning love of bonds in transportation see ele, 285-81. 
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‘Svxincriety Decem. rxth 1848 
Messrs. 

Thave just received the Bonds which you forwarded to me, issued 
upon scrip received in by me, I believe they are correct. 

You will strike your Dividend of Interest for Jany 1849, on $50,000, 
only, This is as much as I feel sure will be on hand to meet the pay- 
ment of interest at that time. E shall endeavor so to arrange the Divi- 
dends hereafter as to make the payments exactly similar in January and 
July. Of this you can inform our Creditors. Hereafter you will 
he relieved from the transmission of go large 4 sum to Europe as you 
have been required to send forward, before. Already, I presume, the 
larger proportion of Bonds heretofore held in Europe and made pay- 
able there, have been sent in and exchanged, and of the remainder still 
behind many more will soon come forward. Owing to the difficulty 
of my not clearly knowing the relative amount sent with those retained 
T cannot instruct you in the amount to send forward. This I must 
leave with you, with this single suggestion, that I would not forward 
large sums at once, so as to be quite certain that unproductive sums 
may not accumulate there, Perhaps you can provide for an advance 
on the part of Matteson & Co, if a little should be wanting in your remit- 
tance &° ir, 

Avo C. Frexctt 
Messrs 
Wadsworth & Sheldon 
Nee 


Exxcurive Department 
Spxincrretp Iterors Dec 12, 1845 


i ‘the Copy of a Letter which 
was addressed to me by ‘the Members of both Houses of the General 
erence to the Illinois and Michigan Canal, 


arly the salaries allowed to the Trus- 
tate Bon pce the control of that 
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the right in the subscribers, also to fix the salaries of these officers, With 
these arrangements the People of this State do not seek to interfere, and 
if they find that the powers thus conferred are abused, they prefer 
appealing directly to those who have the means of correction in their 
own hands, This is the reason why I enclosed you the Letter, and to 
show also the general feeling upon the subject to which it referred. 
The Trustees selected by the subscribers to the Loan, have since their 
appointment received $5,000 per year, each, as salary, which will be 
continued hereafter, without some regulation by those having the power 
to make it. This salary is exorbitant in amount, and assuredly is just 
cause of complaint, It is every way disproportionate to the services 
rendered, the skill required, or the responsibilities incurred, If this 
question rested alone with the American subscribers to the Loan I 
am assured It would have been corrected long since, for T have the best 
means of knowing, that by far the largest number of them view it in the 
same light with myself and the People of this State. I am aware 
Gentlemen, of the difficulties under which you labor from your distance 
from us, in your attempts to settle this matter in a satisfactory manner. 
But if you are led in the least to question the correctness of the view 
here taken, T would willingly abide the opinion of disinterested men 
among the most honorable and highminded in New York or elsewhere, 
I confess to you I feel some solicitude in the matter, because it may have 
a tendency to disturb that harmony of feeling between the People of 
this State and her creditors, which I have labored most assiduously 
to preserve. I feel the strongest assurance that you would be equally 
unwilling to suffer any thing to occur which should have a tendency to 
bring it about, and this is my reason for once more inviting your attention 
to it. The readiness with which you have manifested a desire on all 
proper occasions to serve the State, may account for the frankness appar- 
ent in this Letter. 

I should be highly gratified to hear from you on this subject, that 
your answer may be laid before the Legislature. 

Receive assurance of my respect 
and esteem 
Aue C, Frence 
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Sprinorrerp Dec 14, 1848 

Dr. Str: Your Letter of the 2sth ult. reached me this morning, 

and I take the earliest opportunity to answer it. I have as you are 
alreadyfinformed, addressed the Messrs. Barings, London, by calling 
their attention to the salaries of the Trustees of the Ellinois & 
Canal, giving them my own views in relation to the subject, I shall 
also bring the same matter to the notice of the Legislature at its meet- 
ing.* You will be informed of the Barings’ answer, so soon as it is 
received, When it is received I shall take such steps as may be pointed 
out by the Legislature, to get rid, if possible, of such exorbitance in 
future. You enquire the probability of a repeal of the Act of a8th 
Feby. 1847. I can only say that I do not think it probable that the 
Legislature will repeal the Law in its present condition, the purpose 
of it having progressed so near a completion. I cannot take the same 
view of the justice of the Law in its more substantial parts, as you do. 
T am quite certain that the change contemplated cannot result to the 
eventual injury of the creditors. Supposing the Debt left in its original 
form, it is hardly probable that the arreared interest would be paid 
prior to 1857, although the State were to direct its utmost energies towards 
this object. It could be but gradually met and at last would realise 
the same result, or no more advantage to the creditor, than through the 
intervention of the Deferred Interest Stock. One prominent object 
to be gained by the change in the form of the securities, was, to open the 
chance to the creditor to invest the Deferred Interest Citificates [sic] 
in land, which would have a tendency to increase the value of the new 
securities over the original. I am informed that this is already manifest 
from the market value, and I know that much of it is already vesting 
in the State lands here. The Constitutional provision for raising 
Revenue to which you refer me, is entirely misconceived by you if I 
correctly understand that portion of your Letter referring to it, 

‘The Constitution makes provision for a two mill Tax to be applied 
to the principal of the Internal Improvement debt, to operate virtually 
as a sinking fund, but it offers no restriction to further increase of Taxa- 
tion by Law, to any extent or for any purpose. Its object was merely 
to furnish limited means for sinking the principal, so as to place this 


fatness espe te ep ape ee 
shso, firmt session, 295-96). ‘The General Assembly took all the authority that it possibly 
could. Ppa , calling upon the state trustee to accept $1,509 per year 
(tid., 340). 
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debt upon as favorable footing as the Canal Debt, for which means had 
been previously appropriated. 

‘There is about three manths of the time limited by Law for exchan- 
ging securities, still remaining. 

You will excuse the very apparent haste of this as I am incessantly 
employed in preparing for the meeting of the Legislature. 

Receive assurance of my respect 
and esteem 
Ave C, Frenca 

Silas Wood Esqt 

New York. 


y ‘SrerncrreLp Dec. 14 1848 
“© Dr. Sir: I learn from a paragraph in a Newspaper before me, 
that the Trustees of the Illinois and Michigan Canal have appointed 
Mr. Gooding, formerly Engineer on the Canal, Secretary to the Board, 
in place of Robt. Stuart Esqt deceased. That this appointment should 
excite in me some surprise, is not strange, when taken in connection 
with what has taken place in regard to Mr, Gooding, in which I am 
personally concerned. Upon a careful examination of evidence fur- 
nished me, I felt called upon to remove Mr, Gooding from office of Engi- 
neer on that work.* The question of the propriety of the removal does 
not, a3 you are aware, rest alone with me, but must also be passed upon: 
by the Senate of this State. Should the same view of this question of 
removal be taken by the Senate as myself, it will not be difficult to see 
the result of this act of the Trustees. In a word it is very singular that 
the Trustees could not find some man to fll this place sustaining a 
different relation to my self and the State Trustee, from Mr. Gooding, 
except it were designed in contempt of what has taken place, in which 
light only I can view it. 

You are personally aware of the anxicty I have manifested to 
modify as far as action of mine could do go, every thing calculated 
to create unpleasant feelings between the Trustees and People of this 
State, and this it seems is the return the Trustees make for It, That 

‘For Gavornor French's roasons for removing William Gooding, 99 one, 145, m 
Me. Gooding alterward became acting superintendent. 
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the appointment will be most unfortunate, is already but too apparent, 
and will cause a series of movements which the least respect to ordinary 
courtesy might have avoided. I address you this brief note, from the 
disinterested and honorable view you took of all matters connected 
with the Canal when I last saw you in New York. and from a conscious 
ness that you appreciated my motives in the same matter. I need not 
add that this letter is designed for you personally. 
Receive assurance of my respect 
and Esteem 
Aus, C, Frence 


‘Spriverretp Itt, Dec. 14, 1848 


Dx. Str; I addressed you a letter some time since, in reference to 
the Macalister & Stebbins claim &° against the State, I also made a 
suggestion of what seemed to me the most appropriate course under all 
the circumstances, and also the probable view I thought the Legis- 
lature would take of it, Your suggestion previously tendered me, if 
I correctly understood it, was, that the Governor should be authorised 
to settle directly with the holders of the hypothecated Bonds. In this 

could see nothing to recommend it over the present law, where 
id meet us again, which were encountered when 
York, Tam aabalb fa that the most 


uu to supply the deficiency with other 
rightly would have satisfied you 
other claim than that covered by 





PRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, APRIL 2, 1849 195 


State here, Gen. H, S. Cooly," who will attend to it for you efficiently 
and as well, as can be by any one, 
Very Respectfully Yours 


Aus, C, Frexcir 
Chas. Macalister 
Philadelphia 
Penn. 


Execorive DeparTMeNT 
Spaancrietp April 2d 1849 
Messrs, 

I this day transmit you Treasury Draft No 2667, properly assigned 
to you, The amount is sent to you as a part of the State School Fund, 
You will therefore invest the amount in Interest paying State Indebted- 
ness, that is, in Funded Bonds, original Bonds unfunded, or Internal 
Improvement Serip, all bearing interest, at the lowest market price 
you can purchase them.* The Bonds when purchased you will please 
cancel by simply drawing red lines across the signatures of the Commis- 
sioners who signed them, and hold them subject to my order. This 
transaction will be kept entirely distinct from all others. The account 
of remittance and purchase will form a distinct and isolated account. 
You will forward at stated times the amount forward you of this fund, 
the amount purchased, with the character and number of the securities 
purchased, that all may be filed here. The amount now forwarded is 
$2000, you will shortly receive another Draft for somewhat over $3,000, 
and so on at intervals as T can procure funds from the Government. 

You will haye to exercise your discretion in the purchase of funds, of 
the above kinds, as their market value may make more or leas to the 
interest of the Fund employed. It will be well as before intimated in a 

' Horace S. Cooley (Cooly); bor in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1806; speat two years 

4n study of medicine; studied law in Bangor Maine: 2840, removed to Rushville, Ilinois; 
removed a little Tater to Quincy; appointed quartermastor-general by Governor Carlin; 
23, mr 1840, secretary of state, by appointment; January 8, 1849— 


December 
REG es, Bees, by election; died Apeil 3, 2850; in polities a Democrat 
ateman ad Selby, “Tisuril Wncytlopela ef nol toes ‘Hine Book of Iino, 1908). 


* For the governor's authorfty fn ordering this purchase, see Lows ef 1inois, x849 
Girat session), 70 
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former letter to allow this transaction to remain a secret, Altho no 
one is injured it being a peculiar fund appropriated to a specific object, 
still from a want of knowledge of this fact to some, complaint might be 
made as if the State were not doing justice in the matter. My impres- 
sion is that the most favorable purchase can be made of original Bonds 
not yet funded on which there is large intereat due, of this however you 
are by far the best judge. 
Trily Yours 


A.C. Frenc 
‘Messrs Wadsworth & Sheldon 
N.Y, 


‘Sprinarrecp April 6, 1849 
Messrs. 

Since writing my letter of the ad and which has been delayed in 
being forwarded until now, I have received yours of the rsth, both of 
same date.* 1am surprised that you did not receive a copy of the Law 
authorizing an extension of time for funding,* previous to the date of 
yours, as it was copied and forwarded within thirty minutes after it 
was approved. The Bonds forwarded by Mr. Webster have been 
received before now. I really cannot see what is expected to be gained 
by Mr. Wood or Holford’s agent, and T think it will be equally difficult 
for them to tell what may in the end be gained by it. It matters not 
however, provided we effect the exchange, how many protests are thrown 
around the Bonds, You may hold out the intimation to holders of 
bonds that interest may be withheld soon hereafter upon unfunded 

u hint in your Letter. I see from your Letter that you do 

‘not Precisely ake the meaning I intended to convey in what I said in 
Macalister & Stebbins Bonds. I will leave further 

explanation for another Letter. In respect to the purchase of Bonds 
ith th Fund, much must depend upon your own judgment in 
f securities it may be best to purchase, confining 


‘a nile it may be best to be governed in your 
be best for the interest of the State, provided 


* Laws of Hlinois, 1849, Gest session, 70, 
+ Ante 195, 
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the fund employed belonged to the State instead of the School fund. 
T will try and have 5 or $20,009 of interest money in your hands by 
the first of May. 
Yours Truly 
A.C, Prescot 
Messrs Wadsworth & Sheldon 
N.Y. 


(Conjidential) 
Sermcrrety April, 1849 

Dn. Sm; I truly feel under many obligations to you for the interest 
you manifest in the subject matter of my last Letter, so far at least as 
it referred to the appointment of Mr, Gooding to fill the place of Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees, and it is for this reason I now address you. 

Tam also obliged for a copy of Capt. Swift’s letter to you, relating 
to the same subject, I really think it a subject much to be regretted 
that there could no one but Mr. Gooding be found capable of perform- 
ing these duties. A man known to be personally hostile to me, removed 
for good cause from his office, and with whom ft could not have escaped. 
the Trustees, it would be unpleasant to me to do business or carry on 
communication, Iam bound to suppose that Capt. Swift did not intend 
to annoy me personally by this appointment, for he so states, but if 
be could for one moment averlook the inferrence [sie] which every body 
would draw and in fact have drawn, that they have made issue with the 
executive of the State, in this appointment, Tam much mistaken. I do 
not desire to be understood as saying that Capt. Swift did not regard 
this a good appointment, but the result may prove that the Trustees might 
have made a better without so distinctly marking the relations which 
they seem 8 anxious to preserve between themselves and the authorities 
of this State. There is no one here who cannot see good reasons 
why the appointment should not have been made, 

‘The propriety of the selection of this man so profusely lauded by 
Capt. Swift, has already begun to develop itself. As I shall forward 
you the report and Resolutions of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Legislature, and which were unanimously adopted by both houses, it 
may be proper to show you who was the active agent in producing it all. 
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Every thing in the Legislature passed off quietly with no manifest dis- 
position to make the canal the subject of special enquiry until there was 
placed upon the Tables of the members of the Legislature a number 
of a Paper printed in Chicago, called the “Commercial Advertiser.” 
In this paper I was charged with having allowed the appraisers of Canal 
Lands $3,000, each, for ro8 days work. This was known to be false, 
Thaving no more to do with it than any member of the General Assembly, 
or yourself, At the same time this Mr. Gooding writes a letter to a 
Senator, informing him that the publication in the paper was not designed 
to reflect upon the appraisers, but ‘‘to get a stroke at the Governor.” 
‘This was the object of this accomplished official. The Governor had 
to be attacked and Mr. Gooding must do it by a deliberate and gross 
falsehood. ‘This called for enquiry at once in the Leyislature and an 
answer from me which went before the General Assembly. ‘The report 
and Resolutions unanimously adopted by the Legislature, were the 
result. The whole matter so foolishly stirred by the only man who it 
seems is qualified to act as-Secretary of the Board of Trustees, has the 
honor of bringing out the whole. 

I tried to impress upon Capt. Swift one fact, of which you are famil- 
iar, That he had suffered himself to be most egregiously imposed upon 
by a few mercenary individuals on the line of that canal, in regard to 
the view the people took of it, that difficulties were hushed by me instead 
of being fanned, that he had little to lose by showing some respect to 
the disinterested opinions of the Authorities of this State. That all the 
disaffection was not confined to cliques as he had been industriously 
informed. The action of the Legislature although much modified 
will satisfy any one that I was not mistaken when I candidly gave him 
my opinion of the matter in New York. I need not repeat what every 
one knows, that I have labored most assiduously to preserve harmony, 
and in my recent appointment of Trustee' manifested it to the utmost; 
when the Trustees, if they have not, as [ believe they have not, intended 
to insult me by their appointments, have shown an utter contempt of the 
feclings and wishes of the Authorities of the State as well as the manifest 
wishes of the People. I sincerely regret that anything should have 
occured to lead me to take this view of the course adopted by the Trus- 
tees, but being the true one, so far as can be inferred at all by their acts, 
I am forced into adopting it, As the matter now stands, the Trustees 

*On January 17, 1849, Joseph 1. Wells succeeded Colonel Charles Oakley as state 
‘trustee of the Tinos and Michigan Canal. 
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will be left to discharge their duty as they please unadvised by me, and 
Tshall discharge mine both to them and the People of the State. 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
A.C, Frexcr 
Thos. W. Ward 
Boston 
Mass, 


Execorive DepaRtMgNtT 
Sprixcrizip Ix. April 7th 1849 

Str: Your letter of the ‘ult, was received by me some time since, 
but owing to a press of business upon my attention following immediately 
upon the adjournment of the General Assembly, I have been delayed 
in answering it much longer than T wished. You inform me in it, that 
those having the direction of the affairs of the Bank over which you pre- 
side, have determined that it will not be for the interest of the bank to 
comply with the Law of this State, referred to in your letter, by Fund- 
ing the Bonds of the Bank according to its provisions, ‘To this resolu- 
tion of the officers of the Bank T have nothing to say, further than that I 
very much regret that this view of the matter should be taken, from the 
interest I feel in having the Law fully complied with. The transaction 
under the Law is measurably completed, and by far the larger amount 
of the securities contemplated in the Law, has been already exchanged, 
at least nine tenths of it, 

From the alternative propositions in your letter, it might be inferred 
that you suppose that in the contemplated exchange of securities, the 
State designed to derive some improper advantage over her ereditors 
under the Law. Such however was not the fact, the eole object of the 
Law will be found in the preamble. And I feel assured that so far 
from working the least pecuniary injury to her creditors, the course taken 
by the State will tend greatly to their advantage, as those who are most 
deeply concerned in the State sccuritics have already admitted. In 
carrying out the provisions of the Law, the State was necessarily com- 
pelled to cast herself in part upon the courtesy of her creditors to enable 
her to rid this peculiar portion of her indebtedness from uncertainties 
and embarrassments to which it has been exposed. 

‘This was the main object of the Law, and for which alone it was 
passed. I am utterly unable to discover the advantage, if any, which 
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is likely to accrue to your Bank, for reasons given in your letter, because 
It is quite certain that the State will be unable to pay off the arreared 
interest on her debt prior to the period at which the interest certificates 
will commence drawing interest, even if she succeeds in meeting the 
interest, as it accrues, The interest now in arrear amounts to more 
than one third of the original State indebtedness. By the exchange 
contemplated by the Law, an opportunity is afforded those desirous of 
doing so, to invest the interest certificates at once in State lands, which 
many holders are now doing, and thereby the arreared interest is being 
gradually absorbed, to the manifest increase of the market value of 
that portion remaining outstanding, 

From the present condition of the State Bank and the relation 
between it, its affairs, and the State, but little confidence can be placed 
upon the guaranty to which you refer. In fact it is the State to which 
the creditors must solely look for satisfaction of these Bonds issued by 
her authority, to expect it from any other source is visionary, 

1 have written you frankly but briefly, and while it is a source of 
deep regret to the citizens of this State, that the State through its inability 
to meet its engagements, should become the instrument of embarrass- 
ment or loss to her creditors. I am satisfied that the Legislature of 


the State will not willingly change the course of policy adopted, by which 
‘one of its creditors would be preferred to another. 

At your suggestion I shall cheerfully furnish you such information 
‘as you may desire. 


1am very Respectfully Yours 


: ae Ave C. Frexcrt 
President of the Bank of 
Corning N. ¥. 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
‘SPRINGFIELD, Int. April rrth 1849 
ommunication, F requested you to forbear the 


ade on behalf of the State. I also gave you 
‘ease y i would. comply with my request, I would 
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to meet your claim and take in the Bonds, In conformity with this 
assurance I laid the matter before the Legislature by special communi 
cation. The Senate forthwith and without a dissenting voice passed a 
bill making provision for the payment. 

It thereupon went to the House of Representatives and with like 
unanimity passed up to its third and last reading, but failed for want 
of time to reach it on the regular Calender of Bills, owing to a constitu- 
tional restriction in regard to the length of time the Legislature can 
remain in session. 

T exceedingly regret this failure as I felt so sure of its success, and 
from the hopes T had held out to you regarding it. You will allow me 
however once more to appeal to your courtesy in requesting a further 
postponement of the sale of the Bonds in your possession, as it is almost 
certain that the General Assembly will be convened some time during 
the present season by Executive order, to complete the unfinished 
business of the last session, when [ feel assured ample provision will be 
made to adjust your claim, 

1 feel that I am placed under obligation to you for the promptness 
with which you complied with my former request, and feel somewhat 
humiliated at the failure of my expectation so freely expressed to you in 
my Letter, You will pardon me in calling your attention to a letter 
of yours published in the “New York Journal of Commerce,” printed 
in New York City, dated London Dec. goth, 1848, and addressed 
to J. J. Speed Esqt of Baltimore, in which you refer to the debts of 
individual States and among the number that of the State of Illinois. 
J observe that the amount of her debt is set down at $21,000,000. ‘The 
entire debt of the State of Ilinois principal and interest does not reach 
$17,000,000, and this exclusive of the means within the control of the 
‘State and convertible, amounting to more than $4,000,000, besides the 
income of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, now compleated [sic], which 
is very considerable, I presume the error originated in supposing that 
the amount of the State debt usually found in the reports upon this 
subject, embraced the principal only, when in truth they embrace both 
principal and interest, and one third of the entire debt existing at present, 
or nearly so, is made up of arreared interest. I make these corrections 
in a feeling of kindness which I {eel sure you will appreciate. And you 
will allow me in concluefon to express my gratification at the generous 
and just sentiments of the letter here referred to, in regard to the delin- 
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quent States of this Union. In this State numbering not far from 
1,000,000 of inhabitants, the citizens count upon the eventual discharge 
of our entire State debt with the sume certainty as of any common 


Receive assurance of my high respect 
Ave C, FRENCH 


Sremorrenp April rath 1849 


Perhaps I owe you an apology for this late answer to your letter of 
December last. Tt would have received an immediate answer, but from. 
some cause it became mingled up with other papers and became lost 
until very recently, when it was casually recovered, 

Thave caused such examination to be made by my Secretary as, from 
what he informs me, to render it quite certain that the payments of $3,23, 
$3,89, & $7,00, were paid upon the coupons to which you refer in your 
letter of the oth December, except one Bond which must have been 
erroncously numbered in your letter (No 303 should be 302) as belong- 
ing to the party as therein stated, 

Tn answer to your enquiries in relation to the State Bank, I am unable 
to give you that information at present, which you desire. The assets 
of the Bank having lately been placed in the hands of Trustees for settle- 
ment &, under the Law. Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to enable 
them to fully understand the true position of the Bank. So soon as this 
can be ascertained I will cause you to be informed, or if I should omit 
in proper time to do s9, bycalling my attention to the subject, your request 
will be attended to. 

Tam very respectfully Yours 
A.C, Frenca 


J. G. King & Son 


Execurive DepartMent 
Srrencriety April 16, 1849 
De. Si: T have just received your Letter of April 4th enclosing 
an extract {rom a letter of directions from Matheson & Co. of London 
to Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall of N. Y., in relation to Bonds for- 
Pout, 





FRENCH’S LETTER-BOOK, APRIL 19, 1849 203 


warded by the former for Funding. Since my last letter to you referring 
to these Bonds I have examined the papers upon record here, which 
refer to the transactions of the State with Wright & Co, and find my- 
self fully justified in the view of the matter I then gave you. You are 
incorrect in supposing that the printed information to which I called 
your attention, is embraced in Reports earlier than r840, The contract 
with Wright & Co, was made previous to that time, and the bonds of 
which these in dispute form a part, were those left with him for sale. 
All were disposed of or pledyed in a manner to render the State liable, 
except 722 Canal Bonds, which I learn were brought home by Oakley 
and Ryan, and these now in dispute, which were left with the agents 
of the State by Genl. Whiteside, the Fund Commissioner. ‘These 
Bonds were given up by Wright & Co, or their assignees, to the Commis- 
sioner and were never sold or disposed of by any one. You will see 
mention made of this fact on page 238, last half of Reports of 1842~3, 
or that portion of the volume devoted to the Reports of the House of 
Representatives, The Record from which this Report is made up, 
and which is on file here enumerates the identical Bonds you have 
furnished me the numbers of, as being the £166,950" which the Report 
says were deposited with Messrs. Morrison, Jaudon, and Smith, agents 
of the Governor and Fund Com. 

‘There eurely can be no claim upon these Bonds by any one, as clearly 
shown by the records, which makes their presentation for funding under 
‘the circumstances, to me a matter of utter astonishment. 

1am very Respectfully Yours 
A.C. French 


J. Wadsworth Esqe N.Y. 


Sruincrieip April ro, 1849 
Messrs. 

T have enclosed and forwarded to you three drafts, one for $15,000, 
Interest Funds for July—aleo a check for $3co— to be carried to the 
same account, except $38,00 of it which you will carry into the School 
Fund account, with a draft I send you on same account for $3264,40." 

* This amount as stated in the printed Reports is incorrect; it should be La14,950 

"In receipting for these inclonures the amount is given as $3,264.46 (see port, 504). 
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Tn a word it will stand as follows— 
To be carried to account for July instalment of Interest $15,462 
To be carried to School Fund Account, and receipted accordingly 
$3302\40 

I suppose the check on the Utica Bank to be same as cash in the 
City. ‘ 
I have not heard from ‘Treasury Warrant for $2,000, sent you on 
account of School Fund. 

[ observe Illinois Bonds are down just now, It may be a good 
time to invest. 
With Respect Yours 
A. C, Frenen 
Messrs, Wadsworth & Sheldon 
N.Y. 


Executive DePakTMENT 
Srmmvoriexp July 5, 1849 

J. Wavsworrst Esqe 
De. Sr: It has become apparent that I shall not be able to visit 
New York this season, owing mainly to circumstances not forseen when 
T informed such was my intention. I have received a letter from Mr. 
C. Macalister of Philadelphia suggesting that a mavement may now be 
made preliminary to a settlement of the Macalister & Stebbins claims 
against the State. I have answered him by saying that the matter of 
settlement would be turned over to you under such directions as may 
become proper from me. I have therefor[e] to request you to act in the 
matter. 1am unwilling to commence again with a view to the settlement 
of this claim without assurance that it can be completed and a final settle- 
ment made, because it would be incurring expense upon contingency 
unnecessarily. Tam allowed by law to pay all expense except procuring 
Bonds, that is Blanks, for which no provision is made in the Bill, as 
you will observe by reading it. This will have to be paid by the opposite 
party. It will amount to an item however, merely. The Blanks 
ui will observe are of no account. Mr, Carpenter 
1 T have heretofore requested you to send 


be destroyed. I will shortly send you the form of a Bond to be used in 
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the settlement, which you can show to Mr. Macalister, and arrangements 
be made to have them struck and sent to me for proper signatures, with 
the Blank Certificates which you informed me you intended to send 
me, for signature, unless it becomes necessary to have the latter sooner 
than the others could be prepared ready to send. The form of a Bond 
I will try and send you within the coming two days—Such directions 
in regard to the advertisements as may seem necessary will also be sent 
you soon, The basis of settlement and manner of conducting it will 
be forwarded at an early day. 
1am very Respectfully Yours 
Aus C, Frencr 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
‘SPRINGFIELD July 7th. 1849 

Dr Sm: I herewith send you the form of a Bond to be used in the 
settlement with Macalister & Stebbins. This you can submit to them 
and should your acquaintance with such matters and its comparison 
with the Law suggest to you any formal alteration, you can have it 
made before the Bands are printed. You can designate such marginal 
embellishments as you may prefer should accompany the Bonds. 

T have caused to be forwarded to you a copy of the Laws of the last 
session, For the advertisement, it will be best for me to fix it up here, 
and may be best to accompany the publication of the law, itself. You 
will observe that T wish to be assured that the law will be carried out. 

‘The printing the Bonds must be paid by them. I will have the 
advertisement forwarded 30 soon as you give me to understand that the 
matter will be carried out by Messrs, Macalister & Stebbins. As I 
have heretofore wrote you, you can send these Bonds by express, with 
others you spoke of forwarding, together with the Bonds formerly 
printed to be used in said settlement. Printed Blanks will answer for 
these Bonds. I wish these Bonds to rest upon the same footing in 
regard to transfer as the others, 


J. Wadsworth Esq 
New York. 


Ave C. rence 
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(¥ORM OF BOND REPERRED TO ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE.) 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
No— $t,000 
Six per cent,—Liquidation Bonds—Interest half yearly 
Know all men by these presents,—That there is due from the State 
or his assigns One thousand dollars with 
interest at the rate of six perccntum per annum, payable balf yearly, 
on the first Mondays of January and July at the Illinois State Agency 
office in the City of New York, 

‘The prinicpal of which is reimbursable at the above place at the 
pleasure of the State after the year 1865. For the performance of the 
obligation herein created the faith of the State of Illinois, is irrevocably 
pledged, and the punctual payment of interest provided for pro rata 
out of the common Enterest Fund of the State and the balance out of the 
State Treasury, agreeably to an act entitled “An act supplemental to 
an act to authorise settlement with Macalister & Stebbins, and further 
to diminish the State Debt” Approved March rst 1847, and an act 
supplemental thereto, Approved Feby roth 1849. 


This Bond is recorded in the Transfer Office in the City of New York, 
and is transferable only by appearance in person or by Attorney accord- 
ing to the rules and forms instituted for that purpose, 

Tn testimony whereof 


Governor 
Treasurer of State 


SprINGrIELD July 28, 1849 
just received your Letter of July sth’ enclosed 
r ived from Matheson & Co, relating to the 
Bonds in the hands of Howland & Aspinwall of New York. The 
such a complicated form, that it would exhaust 


can be done, to learn the amount and true character of Thompson & 
Formans claim. I am/fully satisfied that the Agents of the State have 
“*This letter Is not found in Letter-Books; probably the letter of July 1; see fort s08, 
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never regarded their claim as having the slightest foundation. If so 
why were they not allowed to participate in the Dividends of Wright 
& Co’s estate as others in any way connected with the transaction, were 
allowed to do. However I approve your course in writing to Matheson 
& Co. to procure the claim, with the evidences on which it rests, and 
inform them that the State will recognise any proper amount due Fore- 
man & Thompson, and adopt some means to adjust what is rightfully 
due, provided the Bonds are allowed fo remain in the hands of Howland 
& Aspinwall till this can be done Let me know the substance of their 
answer when received. 
‘Truly Yours 
A, C, Frence 
Julius Wadsworth Esqr 
New York. 


Exxcuttve DepartuentT 
Cry or Jerrerson Mo. 


June 30, 1849 
‘To His ExceLLency 


Gover. Frence 

Dear Sm: I have had presented to me today, a requisition from 
you setting forth that Benj. Sylman, Wesley Ouks &——Larimer, 
stand charged in the County of Alexander State of Illinois, with the 
crime of Kidnapping, & requiring that said individuals shall be arrested 
and delivered up to John G. Sparks who i authorized to receive them,— 
From the indictment which accompanies your requisition, I learn that 
the name of the individual kidnapped is ‘“Wade,” and I am left to infer 
that he was a colored man, T also find it charged that said Wade was 
removed to the State of Missouri. I learn from your messenger that 
the supposed refugees are in Cape Girardeau County Mo,—I cannot 
at this time cause a warrant to issue for their apprehension. The charge 
against them may have grown out of a right, asserted by some citizen 
of this State, to said man Wade asaslave. I am entirely ignorant of 
the circumstances, and your messenger appears to know nothing of the 
facts.—I stand ready at all times with great pleasure to comply with the 
Constitution and laws of the U. States, in reference to refuges [sic] from 
justice. But in this case 1 must withhold my warrant for arrest, until 
Tcan learn whether or not the rights of some citizen of this State may 
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not be involved in the matter. If it is in the power of your Excellency, 
1 will be pleased if you can have the facts of this case furnished to me. 
In the meantime I shall take steps to know, through a friend in Cape 
Girardeau, if any circumstance transpired there about the month of 
April 1848 calculated to throw any light on the matter. 

‘This information shall be sought in a way, that if these men are real 
Kidnappers, they shall know nothing of the transaction and shall 
ultimately be delivered up, 

T take this occasion to express, on behalf of the people of Missouri, 
their utmost confidence in those now administering the government 
of Mlinois. Yet on this exciting subject I cannot consent to act until 
I shall know alll the circumstances connected with the case. 

Thave the Honor to be 
very respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Austin A. Kiva 


Execumive DerarTMent, ILuiNors 
SPRINGFIELD, July 20, 1849 


To His EXceLiency 
Governor Kina 

Dear Sra: I have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Excellencys Letter of the goth ult. and should have replied to ft at an 
earlier day but for other matters claiming my immediate attention. 

Tlearn from your communication that upon my requisition you have 
resolved to withhold your warrant for the arrest of Sylman, Oaks & 
Larimer and their delivery to the messenger sent to receive & convey 
them to this State to answer a charge of Kidnapping preferred in an 
Indictment by the Grand Jury of Alexander County in this State, T 
also infer that no exception is taken to the sufficiency of the papers for- 
warded with the requisition or their authentication, as required in such 
cases, I am not so sure however that I fully understand the reasons 
upon which your Excellencys refusal to grant your warrant in this 
instance, is based, or the true ground upon which you claim the right 
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to institute an enquiry into the facts of the case which led to the finding 
of the Indictment, if the papers accompanying the requisition are in 
such form as to bring them within the Laws and Constitution of the 
United States. Notwithstanding this doubt and propriety under these 
circumstances of waiting until I shall hear further from your Excellency, 
T cannot omit expressing the belief that your Excellency could not have 
desired me to understand from your Letter, that in this instance you 
claim the right to enter upon an examination of the charge against these 
men in the State of Missouri, and that the issuing of your warrant will 
depend upoa the quilt or innocence of these Fugitives as made to appear 
upon such examination, without reference to the Constitution and Laws 
of the General Government, if sustained, might result in the effectual 
restraint upon the State of Lilinois from punishing crimes committed 
by her own citizens within her own territory, and afford criminals the 
means of evading successfully the criminal Laws of this State. The 
claim to such aright would inevitably become the subject of a controversy 
which would be coveted by the executive of neither State. 

Placed side by side a8 are the States of Illinois and Missouri, with 
incalculable inducements to a continued good understanding between 
the citizens of each State and none for disagreement, it may not be 
without its use to look forward to the results of a controversy so 
closely related to a subject in which the latter feels so deep an interest, 
and which the former can haye neither interest or disposition in any 
way to disturb. 

Confiding in the belief that you will do what is just & right in the 
premises, I remain Your Excellencys 

Obt, Servt, 
A. C. Frese 


Sprrncrietp July 27, 1849 
‘Ste: Enclosed f send you acommunication which originally appeared 
in the Chicago Journal, I presume you are acquainted with many 
of those whose names appear at the bottom of it, and shall consequently 
make no further reference to them. ‘This is but a sample of the letters 
which are constantly being addressed to me in proof of the utter unfitness 
of the man, supposed to have been so adroitly substituted for a Chief 
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Engineer, and thus removed beyond the power of the Executive, to 
discharge the duties of his office. 

I can hardly expect to produce any impression upon the minds of 
the Trustees by any effort I might feel disposed to make, to correct 
abuses of this character, since the course taken by them in reference 
to Mr. Gooding. It becomes my duty however to invite your attention 
to these complaints, that if there exists any cause for them they may be 
removed. Unless something shall be done, and competent men be 
placed in charge of the work, I shall be compelled to adopt some course 
of proceedings by which the matter may be fairly and justly inquired 
into, ‘This will be due not to the people of the State of Hlinois only but 
the Bondholders, I have not addressed Mr. Leavitt upon this subject 
as L have no copy of the enclosed communication before me. 

Tam very respectfully Yours 
Ave C. Frencn 


Capt. W. H. Swift 
Washington City 
DC 


Executive DerarTMent, Iniisors 
SPRINGFIELD July, 30 1849 

DEAR Sim: In my last letter 1 explained to you the reasons why it 
‘was not within my power to pay your claim against the State. In answer 
to this you called my attention to a variety of matters entirely new to 
me. I had never received any intimation from any one that you were 
at any time in the employ of the State. In a conversation with Col, 
‘Oakley, while repeating the expenses he had been at, he remarked that 
you had or were about writing to or visiting Col. Abert, with a view 
of aiding him in some of his wishes, which he probably repeated, and 
that he would probably pay you some thing for it. I heard no more of 
it afterwards, or had my attention called to it by any one or in any 
manner until I received your first letter. I do not mention this with any 
view of passing upon the justice of your claim. In this you may be all 
correct, But the Col. would not have been likely to mention the subject 
to me for the reason that I had nothing to do with it, could exercise no 
power cither in the allowance or the rejection of the claim, All claims 
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arising directly or incidentally on account of Canal affairs are paid out 
of that Fund, which is absolutely under the control of the Trustees. All 
agencies and lawyers fees of this character have been paid in this manner, 
to the amount of thousands, as appears by their report, and J am never 
consulted about them in any particular. How the Col. could suppose 
the Legislature would provide the means to meet any of this class of 
claims I am at a loss to discover. He knew they never had and never 
would do it, Ihave no power to pay it, as you certainly ought to know, 
without a specific appropriation for the purpose and its allowance 
by the Auditor of State, I referred you to the Canal State Trustee, the 
Hon, J. B. Wells, whose duty it is to receive these accounts and lay 
them before the board, and who, T have no doubt will endeavor to do 
what is right. Upon enquiry I find that Col. Oakley left no minute of 
your claim, among his papers in the hands of his Administrator, and from 
a careful examination of his letters to me while in New York and after 
his return I can find no reference to it, either direct or incidental. 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Aus, C. Frence 
John Hogan Esqt 
Utica N, Y, 


SPRINGFIELD Aug. 25, 1849 

My Dear Sir: I have just received your letter of the 18th inst. 
T have consulted the Auditor, Mr, Campbell, who is also one of the 
School Commissioners, in regard to your proposition, and we have con- 
cluded to say to you that although we have no authority of law to accept 
your proposition, or in fact any proposition of the kind, yet we will in 
case you shall prove successful in realising an amount of the three per- 
cent fund due the State, and in arrear, in the manner you suggest, we 
will unite in urging the Legislature to make you a most liberal allowance 
for your trouble, dependent however, upon your success, which I have 
no doubt the Legislature will cheerfully sanction, 

You requested our answer by Telegraph; the reason why it was not 
forwarded will become apparent from this. If you will undertake upon 

* State trustee of Mlinois and Michlzan Canal. 
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these terms, answer Yes" by Telegraph, and I will write forthwith to 
Mr. Butterfield* as you requested. 
‘Truly Yours 


Aug, C. Frencr 
Hon. R. M, ¥ 


th, Te answered '“Yes."* 
Sept roth/49 by Telegraph was es misratinere 


Executive DEPARTMENT 
Crry oF Jerrerson Mo. 
July 27, 1849 
To His EXcELLENCY 
Governor Frence: 

Dean Sm: Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2oth Inst. in answer to mine of the goth ult. 

Tt is to be regretted if that good understanding, which has hitherto 
existed between the States of Illinois and Missouri should, in any manner, 
be disturbed, by my failing to comply with the requisition of your 
Excellency, in making the demand for Wesley Oaks, Benjamin Lyman 
and ——Laramer, three citizens of the State of Missouri, charged with 
kidnapping one Wade in the State of Illinois. 1 am in the possession 
of facts, incontrovertible in their character, going to show that the man 
Wade, charged to have been kidnapped, was at the time and now is the 
property of one Bettis, and that those men only aided him, in the exer- 
cise of a clear constitutional right to seize and re-possess his slave, and 
no state has the power to make it a felony to do so. It is a positive, 
unqualified constitutional right. A right for the exercise of which, T 
will not consent, by any official act of mine, that a citizen of Missouri 
shall be taken in chains, as a criminal, to ered deh) 

belt: bom in 1700 noha 
practic 


; rae 4 oppolnted dst toi 
sett of et attorney 
oon d commirsioncr of General Land Offico 
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It is not my purpose to enter into an argument to show the ground 
on which I place this right. The State of Missouri is asking for nothing, 
but is called on, through her Executive, to surrender up three of her 
citizens, which, under the circumstances, I feel it my duty to refuse. 

T have the Honor to be 
very respectfully: 
Austin A. King 


His Excellency. 
Gov French. 


Execonve Derartwenr, [Luo 
SPRINGFIELD, Aug. 28, 1849 

‘To Hrs Excettency 
‘Tue Governor ov Missourr 

I have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellencys 
Letter of the 27th ult, in which you inform me of your refusal to order the 
arrest and surrender of Oaks, Lyman and Laramer, fugitives from 
justice from this State, upon my requisition heretofore handed you. 
‘The Letter of your Excellency disposes of the question arising out of 
this refusal in a very summary manner without intimating the reasons 
which led to the conclusions upon which your refusal rests. ‘This may 
it is true, be the readiest way and the most convenient of putting an end 
to controversy in one form, but it is not quite so clear that it is always 
the most expedient. I learn however, from the closing paragraph of 
your Letter, that you do not feel called upon to furnish any argument 
in support of your refusal, because Missouri in this instance is asking 
nothing, but only requested through her Executive, to cause three of 
her citizens to be arrested and delivered up for Trial in the State of 
Illinois. I might imitate your Excellency’s example by repeating that 
kidnapping had been carried to a disgraceful extent in this state, and 
that the Executive would do all in his power to arrest it; but a captious 
answer to your Excellency'’s Letter would be as unsuited to my taste 
or inclination, as it would be wanting in that respect which I feel to 
be due to the Governor of Missouri, Besides it would contribute little 
towards settling a question which can be properly determined only by 
reference to the Laws and Constitution of the U. States. 

‘As your Excellency furnishes no argument to justify your refusal, 
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it may be thought necessary that I should furnish some reason for 
sending you my requisition at all, To the mere act of refusal I have 
nothing to say, itremains with your Excellency, but the reasons which are 
given to justify it, possess a deep interest not to this State only but every 
other, the State of Missouri included, The facts of this case are few 
and very plain. The persons your Excellency is requested to surrender 
up stand charged in the State of Ilinois, in an indictment found by a 
Grand Jury in Alexander County in this State, with the crime of kid- 
napping. Copy of the Indictment properly authenticated was for- 
warded by a messenger together with a Requisition, upon your Excel- 
lency for their arrest and delivery of the persons charged, to said messen- 
ger to be brought to this State for trial upon the charge preferred in the 
Indictment, To the papers sent no exception is taken, therefore 
they are to be regarded as correct. In your answer you refuse to com- 
ply with the requisition substantially for the following reasons, 1st 
‘That upon enquiry, you have become satisfied that the person charged 
to have been kidnapped was a slave and that the persons charged in the 
Indictment with committing the crime had a right to seize him and with 
force and against the peace take him out of the State. 

2. That the Law in Illinois which makes kidnapping a crime and 
applicable to this case is unconstitutional; and lastly, that you “will 
not” officially aid in sending citizens of Missouri to Tlinois to be tried 
for such offences. I have no further answer to make to the last two 
conclusions of your Excellency than merely to say that while they may 
suggest appropriate matter of defence on the trial of the persons charged, 
they seem to me to afford no good ground for a refusal to comply with 
the requisition of the Executive of this State, and I will further add that 
it will probably be to prove that the State of Illinois has not a 
clearly coestitonal right in the management of her internal police, to 
punish o per: 
tution : za 1 


rate it can scarcely be enectat hal acts of this kind will be tolerated 
except in very clear cases. To the right which your Excellency claims 
of enquiring into the state of facts which go to make up the charge in 
the Indictment, and grant or withhold your warrant as their truth or 
falschood may appear as the result of such enquiry is open to a much 
more serious objection. The Constitution of the United States declares 





FRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, AUGUST 28, 1849 215 


that “ a person charged in any State with treason, felony or other crime, 
who shall flee from justice and be found in another State, shall on demand 
of the Executive authority of the State from which he fled be delivered 
up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.” By 
an act of Congress approved Feby 12, 1793, it is made the duty of 
the Executive authority of any State or Territory to which any such per- 
son may have fled, to cause him or her to be delivered upon demand 
lawfully made by the Executive of the State from whence the person 
so charged may have fled—Such fs the provision of the Constitution and 
Laws of the United States upon the subject. Any person who is charged 
with a crime and shall flee to another State shall be delivered up. It 
seems to be sufficient that he is charged with a crime, to make it binding 
upon the Executive of a State to surrender up the fugitive. It seems to 
follow that under the Law and Constitution of the U. States above 
referred to, that three things must be made to appear before your 
Excellency would be required to act. 1. That the requisition should 
‘emenate [sic] from the Executive of the State from which the fugitives 
fled. 2. A copy of the Indictment found charging the fugitives with 
having committed the crime. and 3. The copy must be certified as 
authentic by the Executive. This has been furnished your Excellency 
bya literal compliance with these requisitions. 

It can scarcely be inferred from the Constitution and Laws of the 
U, States above referred to, that the Executive of Missouri would be justi- 
fied, in instituting an inquiry into the facts of the charge in this instance— 
but rather that the requisition should have been complied with and the 
fugitives handed over to the proper person to he conveyed to Illinois 
for trial. As has been previously remarked the State of Tllinois has a 
perfect right to make it an offence for any person forcibly and 
violently to take another out of the State thereby committing a breach of 
the peace, unless the Constitution and Laws of the United States are 
complied with. And while this State will hereafter as she has uniformly 
heretofore, cast no impediment in the way of the masters obtaining 
possession of his property Iegally and constitutionally, she will scarcely 
consent to allow the public peace to be broken in a manner justified 
by neither. To that portion of your Excellency’s Letter in which you 
express so much repugnance to sending a citizen of Missouri ‘in chains” 
to be tried in Tllinois, I have but a single remark to make, T have yet to 
learn that a citizen of Missouri would not be dealt with as fairly and 
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‘There will shortly be forwarded to you a draft for $15,0c0,—out 
of this when matured, you will pay Peabody's claim, if the sum is not 
sooner forwarded to you, and the amount will be shortly replaced, 
upon the sale of Warrants here, The warrants are on the rise now and I 
prefer using the Fund above for a short time, to making an unnecessary 
sacrifice. Carry to Jany. 1850 Dividend enough to make the amount 
agreed upon, when I saw you, for that purpose. 

I see no necessity of making any change on account of Macalister 
and Stebbins Bonds until after July, or until after July 1850 The 
balance after paying Peabody and filling the January Dividend, you 
will please inform me of amount, and I will give direction according to 
our understanding when you were here. 

‘Truly Yours 
Aue C. Frenca 


Executive DeparTaMent, TLLINOIS 

Svuincriexp Jany. 31, 1850 
Da, Siz: Yours of the sth ult. reached me while absent from Spring- 
field and when my health was such that I found it difficult to give it the 
early consideration desired, This may account for the delay of this 
answer. Upon the passage of the late law providing for a settlement by 
the State Macalister & Stebbins, I supposed that the affair was 
placed in such a train for adjustment that the controversy would be 
closed without further delay and at an early day. As the Executive of 
the State I have felt and still feel, a strong and sincere disposition to do 
all that can consistently with my duty, toeffecta settlement under the law 
which shall be strictly just to all parties concerned. It is only reasonable 
that you should suppose that I had not been expecting the issue which 
you have seen fit to make, after all the preliminaries on my part had been 
whole matter upon the eve of adjustment, And this 
yecially, as this matter had been Previously talked over 
ites your part, and no steps taken to bring it for- 
‘hen made clear in the Law, until the 
very moment of inal ‘adjustment, Resting my opinion of ‘the mode of 
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making the settlement upon the plain reading of the Law, and what I 
understood to be the design of the members of the General Assembly, 
upon its passage, I so expressed myself in my conversation with you, 
and it is this which I haye directed my agents to observe in the settle- 
ment, I very much doubt whether if you had put the question to the 
truly distinguished Lawyers whose opinions you have sent me, whether 
the manner of reckoning payments has not been peculiar to particular 
States, and whether the practice does not vary in different States and that 
such difference is recognised in all our courts both State and National, 
they would not have answered as decidedly in the affirmative, as 
they profess themselves satisfied in their opinion of the Laws of Pennsyl- 
vania and New York, upon which they were consulted in connection 
with a Law of this State. ‘That there was some difficulty in making 
the Law conform to the commercial usage of those States owing to its 
peculiar phraseology is indicated from the opinion sent me, and the 
only process by which it seems to have been surmounted at last, was by 
taking it for granted that the Law was framed with reference to it. 
T consider the language employed in it as the proper interpreter of the 
true meaning of the Law in this State. But aside from what appears 
in the Law itself, it is well known that there are circumstances connected 
with the transaction between the State of linois & M. & S.* which 
give it other and different features from those which usually accompany 
an ordinary advance of cash and payments made upon it, according 
to the common course of commercial dealing. Ie will only be necessary 
to refer to a few of them to make this appear clear and distinguishable. 
‘The State of Illinois has invariably insisted upon treating this whole affair 
as one solely between it and M. & S. It has refused to recognise any 
other parties to it, and in its legislation has proceeded upon the pre- 
sumption that the securities hypothecated to them upon their advance 
continued still in their possession and under their control. ‘This fact 
must be taken in connection with the whole course of legislation upon 
the subject. Each act of the General Assembly has for fts prominent 
object the repossession of the hypothecated Bonds by the State, and in 
turn place in their stead, New Bonds, which as expressed in the Law, 
shall cover their entire advance to the time of settlement or to the time 
of the surrender of the hypothecated Bonds, with 7 per cent interest 
upon the same. No possible doubt can exist that by the Law, upon the 


* Macalister & Stebbins, 
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‘surrender of the Bonds, would be due in such new Bonds precisely the 
amount advanced by M. &. S with the 7 per cent upon the same during 
the time and no more. Whatever would contribute to produce any 
alteration in this amount or mode of accounting, a3 distinctly pointed 
out in the Law, would to that extent, effect a change in the legal terms 
and requisitions of settlement, The privilege given to M. & S. to 
return other Bonds in lieu of those they might fail to surrender up was 
for their convenience alone, and not designed to modify to any extent 
that which the law prescribes as the only basis of settlement. To 
present the reason of the Law and the relation of the parties at the time 
of its passage but few words are necessary, and may be stated as follows. 
‘The State of Illinois for causes which need not be here repeated, was 
dissatisfied with the original arrangement entered into with M. & S. 
and was led to regard the transaction as unfair towards the State, and 
hy the passage of a Law sought to prevent the hypothecated Bonds from 
passing into other hands, This view of the transaction may account 
for the fact that all legislation referring to them, proceeds upon the 
presumption that the Bonds are in their hands and subject to their con- 
trol. The State then says to M, & S, that it will substantially comply 
with the terms of the original contract by issuing Bonds in sufficient 
amount to embrace the principal advanced by them with 7 per cent 
per annum on the same, the interest accruing upon such Bonds to be 
punctually according to their legal force, provided the Bonds hypothe- 
cated are surrendered up. To this it is answered we are unable to 
surrender all the bonds, but we are willing to accept your offer so far 
‘as you state the amount of our claim against the State, provided you 
will allow us to deduct from the amount so specifically stated 26 cents 
upon each dollar for such of the Bonds as we may fail to deliver, from 
the time the State may have obtained possession of them, for it will be 
recollected that the Bonds taken up by the State did not come through 
M, & S. but had been previously parted by them and by the State pur- 
chased in the market, the larger proportion of which, as high as Forty 
cents to the Dollar. The State assents to this after distinctly stating 
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made the subject of after legislative consideration, but cannot be made 
the subject of enquiry under the Law here referred to, T can therefore 
see no good reason for changing the directions I have given Messrs. 
Wadsworth & Sheldon, to govern them in making the settlement believ- 
ing them strictly such as is contemplated by the Law. 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Ave C. Frenca 


Charles Macalister Esqr 
Philadelphia 
Penn 


‘SPRINGFIELD Feby 7, r850* 
Dax Sin: Your two letters of the 16th ult? are received. The one 
acknowledging a Draft for $15,000, and the other devoted to various 
subjects. I note your remarks upon the progress of the settlement 
with Macalister & Stebbins, T see no objection to the receipt of the 
scrip identical with that supposed to have been received. The amount 
paid Michael Kennedy by the State with interest on it since that time 
and which appears upon the Funding list will determine itself to that 
extent, I have written to Col, Oakley’s Adm. in reference to the 5 
Bonds paid him by M. & S. and suguest to him to speak to Gov. Ford 
about it? It will probably be heard from soon, of which you will be 
forthwith informed. You will receive a copy of a letter addressed to 
M. & S. in answer to their account in which I decline to change or 
modify the directions I have given you in regard to the settlement with 
them, You will therefore adhere strictly to the directions I gave you 
when T saw you here, to govern you, in making the settlement, Mr, 
Moore will send you the Law referring to Peabody’s claim. I will 
try and have the funds in New York to mect it by first of April, if not 
observe my directions in my last, I had supposed that the $2531.68 
had gone forward, when L was absent, but learn it has not. It will be 
attended to. 
Yours 
A. C, Freven 
J. Wadsworth 
N. York. 
* For reply so past, 310. 
* For one of these lottars seo port, 534- 
For Ford's ceply see post, 232. 
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Marte Woop, fan PaLesrixe, IL. 
March 3d 1850 

Dear Sie: I am still here awaiting my return to Springfield, where 
T have been detained much longer than I had intended by the impassable 
state of the roads. I have just received your letter of the rath ult.* 
inclosing Mr, Peabody's claim and Matheson's & Co, letter. I have 
just forwarded a letter to Springfield with directions to forward you 
five thousand dollars to pay said claim, any balance remaining to 
be retained in your hands, Alao twelve hundred dollars to cover your 
salary for 1849, besides the two hundred and thirty or forty dollars 
heretofore advanced by you on my account, instead of the interest fund 
account, Iam thus specific in stating these several items, that in case 
Mr. Campbell to whom I have entrusted the forwarding the money, 
shall forward a single draft embracing all these amounts, you will know 
how to appropriate it, 

Truly Yours 


Esq Aue C, Frence 
Julius Wadswortl i" 
New York. 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Ford 
Prorsa April 17, 1850 


His Excentency Avousrvs C, Frencr 
Govirxox or ILLINors 

Dean Sm: I this day received your favor of the 15th inst. and hasten 
to make a short reply to it immediately. Some month or two since 
I received a few lines from Mr. Brower who is the administrator and 
also the Step Son of Col Oakley enclosing a few lines from Moore Seey 
fund comr &* making enquiries concerning the same matter to which 
your letter relates. Mr, Brower requested an. carly answer which I neg- 
lected to send on account of severe and long continued sickness which 
caused me to neglect many other matters as well as this, 

T now state to you that I never heard of the transaction to which 
your letter relates until I received Mr. Brower’s letter. My strong 


* Pest, $17 
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impression is that { never gave Col. Oakley any authority to receive 
bonds for the State whatever. If T ever did, it can be found on record 
‘or some letter in possession of his family. If he ever delivered these 5 
bonds" to me, his family ought to be able to show a receipt for them. 
The truth is he never did deliver these bonds to me, and if 1 ever did 
know any thing about these 5 bonds, the matter had so completely 
faded from my recollection that when I received Mr. Brower's letter it 
seemed to me to be entirely a new thing. However it is not safe for 
one to depend on his memory about transactions which were so multi- 
farious as those committed to my charge as Governor, But whatever 
authority Col. Oakley had, if any, must be in writing, Upon the 
whole I am inclined to be on Mr, Brower's opinion, as he was the step 
son of Col. Oakley, as T understand he was, he was likely to have heard 
something on the subject. I have not his letter now before me but 
he states in substance that his understanding is that Col. Oakley received 
these bonds as pay for “doing something about the Legislature.” If 
this is not the true version, and it seems that the family do not hesitate 
to avow it, then the fact is clear in my mind, that Col. Oakley after 
receiving these bonds, (whether with or without authority,) took upon 
himself the power of selling them again. It seems to me that you ought 
to be able to find out in New York who put them in market again. 1 
will be glad if the result of your enquiries shall justify Col. Oakley. 

Tn common with all our friends I desire to express to you my feelings 
of sorrow and regret for the early death of Genl. Cooly late Secretary 
of State; and allow me also to state how much I am gratified by the 
appointment of Mr, Gregg, as his successor in office, 

If you should learn any more of this Col, Oakley affair, and I should 
be then alive you would oblige me very much by letting me know about it. 

T have been confined to my house and most of the time to bed for 
more than three weeks, during that time I have done no kind of busi- 
ness except to fill up a deed and write this letter. I cannot say that I am 
entirely satisfied with what 1 have written you, but I am too weak to 
write it over and perhaps I may not be able to-morrow to answer you 
at all. 

Tam respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt, 
Tuomas Foxp 
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Prsin April 17th 18: 
Bs Dassen Lae 


Ars C. Peenss 
Te Se. Sameumr since 1 received a letter from Mr. Moore in 
velatinn t Fivr Rimds asking injormation &*. I wrote to Gov. Ford 
om the mubject unc nave nat Teceived an answer, but learn from Capt. 
Kennedy the ch Gm & tap unwell wo attend to any business or 
cocrespanden:. an sks he dacs not recollect any thing in relation to 
these Bonds Bur it Mess Macalisters a/c current with my late Father 
noticed Gf nm mact micaker, thee gave him five Bonds for services 
dome fer them mt th: Legisinturs, these may have been the Bonds you 
ice ieig:te momen: I will Jook over the papers (a trunk 
ys B cope ad this account, 
Wet sentiment: af much respect 
1 weanain Your Obt. Servt. 
P. A. Brower 














Extrod of « later from Gea: J.D. Wisitesiae tomching the substance 


Wanrtesimrs Statzos May Sth 1850 
I received a letter from you some two weeks since upon the subject 
‘of our account with Messs. Thompson & Forman. I can state there 
was nothing due them for the Iron we had -eceived. They were how- 
ever anxious to furnish al] the Iron that they contracted to the State or 
else they would look to us for damages and upon that suggestion I 
waited upon a gentleman from Pennsylvania then in London (Sampson 
Tams) who was acting as agent for a Railroad Company in the purchase 
of Iron, and ascertained that I could dispose of the Iron. After that 
[had another interview with Thompson & Forman. and referred them 
to a stipulation in their contract which required them upon a contin- 
gency then existing, to receive Illinois Bonds, which they declined to 
do, and there the conference ended, leaving them no rights or dues from 
Iinois, either in Jaw or equity—Had they been willing to have fulfilled 
their agreement upon the receipt of Bonds as stipulated, I would have 
made it a profitable contract for the State, by the purchase of Bonds 
with the money received for the Iron. 
(Signed) Joun D. Warrestpe 


FRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, MAY 19, 1850 235 


Sprincristp May 19, 1850" 

Dear Sta: Since I wrote you to enquire further in rélation to the 
nature of the claim of Thompson & Forman to lien upon the Bonds 
in the hands of the assignees of Jno. Wright & Co, some facts have 
come to my knowledge which may have some bearing upon the question 
of final adjustment, That Thompson & Forman have been paid in 
full for every pound of Railroad material furnished by them to the State 
of Illinois under the contract can be made cledr and unquestionable 
by the most conclusive evidence. And the only ground upon which it 
is possible to make any claim, arises upon a question of damages only, 
for an omission on the part of the State to receive iron which they never 
furnished. The agent of the State of Illinois offered to receive the whole 
amount of Iron contracted for and give them bonds in exact accordance 
with the stipulations, as seen in their contract, which they refused to 
comply with, If they had gone on and completed their contract the 
iron &® would have been received and resold, as per a conditional con- 
tract with another purchaser, ‘These are facts which must have a con- 
trolling Influence with me in the final settlement of the matter. If 
they can show damage for default of contract on the part of Mlinois, I 
will exert myself to have them remunerated—but not through a pre~ 
tended lien upon Bonds which is utterly groundless, If this matter can 
be placed upon just footing the State will do strict justice, If not I shall 
take occasion to lay the whole matter before the General Assembly, 
with such suggestions and recommendations as I think the groundless 
nature of this claim, in this form, deserves—You can suggest this new 
matter to the Agents of Messrs. Thompson & Forman in New York, 
whose knowledge will at once enable them to sec the justice of what is 


here said. 
Truly Yours 
Aue C. Frence 
Julius Wadsworth Esqr 
New York. 
* For answer see Sout, $20 
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Execurive DEPARTMENT 
SPRINGFIELD June 3d 1850" 

‘Dr. Sm: I have just received your Letter of the aand ult. referring 
to me a question of doubt which seems to have arisen between yourself 
and Mr. Macalistee in the settlement of the controversy between Macal- 
ister & Stebbins and the State of Illinois, I have also received a letter 
from Mr. Macalister relating to the same matter.* It is surely unfortu- 
‘nate to the parties concerned and much to be regretted that at every 
step which has been taken to close this matter of difference, a new 
difficulty should start up. T have supposed that among the strongest 
inducements which the State had, to pass a Law, such as that under 
which you are acting, authorising the issue of what ought to be 
regarded as a par stock for her entire indebtedness to M, & S. thereby 
greatly preferring them to any class of her other creditors, was the desire 
to have the whole affair effectually and finally closed, The Law tenders 
them what she has not done in any other case, that is if they will cause 
to be surrendered specified hypothecated stock originally placed in their 
hands, that it shall be replaced with promptly paying interest Bonds 
covering the Original advance with interest upon it. This seems as 
just and fafr as can well be expected by the parties in interest. 1 will 
‘now consider briefly that provision of the 24 Sec. of the Law out of 
which the difference between you arises. It was obviously the design 
of the Law to aid M, & S. as far as practicable, in extricating themselves 
from liabilities incidentally connected with the transaction, by presery- 
ing the Law heretofore enacted, against a specified class of Bonds, in 
force, and keeping alsa in view the one prominent object, a final settle- 
ment of the whole matter, so far as the State could be interested, It 
is provided then, that a certain number of Bonds based upon the formal 
statement of M, & S, shall be held subject to the order of those holding 
hypothecated Bonds, who at a specified rate shall be allowed to receive 
upon the surrender of hypothecated Bonds a certain number of liquida- 
tion Bonds so retained ‘ified time, and in all cases where the 
holders of such hypoth s or Bonds refused or neglected to 
comply with the jn a limited time the Bonds 0 set apart should 
then be return S. who should have the privilege of exchanging 

‘Por answer see post, 331. 

‘a letter see pout, $25. 
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other than the specified Bonds for those so held for other parties. 1 
can see no cause for doubt or misapprehension in regard to the meaning 
of the second Section, or any want of harmony between it and other 
material provisions in other sections. Upon a very careful comparison, 
T find the Law as printed, to be a literal transcript from the 
furnished by Mr, Macalister to Gen! Cooly who laid the same with 
my recommendation of its passage before the Finance Committee. In 
the progress of the settlement the whole affair seems to be tending to 
the very point I saw it approaching when the suggestion was first made 
to persuade the State to recognise the creditors of Messrs. M. & S. as 
her ewn, instead of having to do with her own proper creditors. As T 
have remarked in a previous communication the State can only recog- 
nise her own creditors in this transaction, and in doing this she has 
doubly preferred them to others, She has continued the legal ban upon 
the interest Bonds and given M, & S, besides the full advantages of all 
inferences to be drawn from the present Law, to aid them in effecting a 
settlement with thelr other creditors. Tt really seems to me that it is 
asking rather too much of the State to release M_ & S_ and take their 
creditors exclusively in hand and open a new controversy with a score 
of interested parties instead of one, and probably for the next quarter 
of a century upon the ground of repudiation or its equivalent. It is 
possible that if Mf. & S. shall surrender the full balance of hypothecated 
Stock after leaving out the 176 Bonds and waiting without intimating 
any difference of opinion, that those holding the hypothecated may yet 
generally come in, 

Lhaye no objection upon the payment of all such balance by M. & S. 
that time shall be allowed to see what effect it may have upon the parties, 

Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Aus C, Frencu 
J. Wadsworth Esqr 
N.Y. 


SpRINGFIELD June s, 1850 
Dx. Six: Enclosed I shall send you by to morrow’s mail a Treasury 
Warrant drawn upon the assistant Treasurer New York for $11,607,78. 
Out of this sum you will take $65,15 and an amount exactly sufficient 
to cover the balance of School Fund in your hands which is a few dollars, 
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‘These two you will deduct from the Draft and carry tomy private account, 
‘The balance of the Draft will be held by you to purchase interest paying 
Bonds for the School Fund subject to the following directions, If 
you do not receive a draft from me to meet the interest on $150,000, 
the amount I have been notified as issued of liquidation Bonds before 
the 1st of July, which allowing for $900, which will come from the 
interest fund, leaving necessary to meet it in full $3,600—you will take 
this last amount for this purpose and apply it to the interest. You 
can carry then at once the balance to the credit of the School Fund, 
except as above, and let the balance so held in reserve rest until rst 
July or until you receive the Draft I design to forward to meet the liqui- 
dation Bond interest. You can use your discretion in purchasing Bonds 
for the School Fund with the means in your hands, If it becomes neces- 
sary to use the $5,600, for interest, the amount will be soon forwarded to 
supply its place in the proper School Fund account. The amount due 
me as above arises out of advances by me here on exchange on Draft 
on St Louis, and the purchase of a small lot of Scrip for said Fund last 
year. To arrange as requested aboye balances the account in the proper 
Department here. 


J. Wadsworth Esq? 
New York 


SPRINGFIELD June 10, 1850 

Dr Str: Upon a reexamination of the account as stated and for- 

a condition of the account between Macalister & 

Stebbins and the State of Hinois, T have thought it proper to call your 

attention to the Law which requires that no liquidation Bond can issue 

in any case except upon the actual surrender of such amount of the 

specified indebtedness as shall bear the same relation to the amount of 

such liquidation Bond, as the actual amount found due to Macalister 

& Stebbins shall bear to the whole amount of outstanding hypothecated 

securities required to be surrendered up. The execution of the Law 

ntirely the observance of this rule both as respects the issue 

‘of the above named Bonds and the surrender therefor of the hypothe- 
cated securities, 
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It is most likely that a draft for the $3600 to meet the interest on the 
liquidation Bonds will reach you previous to the ast of July, 
Yours 
Ave C, Fresco 
J. Wadsworth Esqr 
N, York 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
‘SPRINGFIELD, June 27, 1850 

Dr Sir: In your Letter of the r8th* inst you say you expect to go 
to England soon, and in such case are willing to take charge of any 
matter relating to the unsettled claims of Thompson & Forman. 1 
find It difficult even impossible under all the circumstances, to give any 
satisfactory directions in regard to any specific final settlement of the 
matter, as their claim which has been presented under the affirmation 
of Mr, Forman one of the firm, presents a state of facts so very different 
from which it has been generally regarded here by myself and General 
Assembly, Iam very anxious to have the accounts between them and the 
State closed however, and the Legislature will be equally solicitous 
with myself, But there is very little prospect of an amicable adjust- 
ment of the affair while the attempt is making by Messrs, Thompson & 
Forman to sustain a lien upon the Bonds which were placed in the hands 
of Messrs. Magniac Jardine & Co, It looks very much like suspecting 
the good faith of the State or endeavoring to cast obstacles in the way of 
adjustment by raising embarrassments upon pretended liens, which 1 
suppose no Lawyer in his senses would honestly pretend could possibly 
be sustained, I am ata loss fully to understand the motive which could 
prevail at this time, to lead to the assertion of this lien. The State is 
teary at any time to settle with Messrs. Thompson & Forman and fully 
secure them in any just sum which may be found due them, but this 
end will hardly be promoted by any pretended lien which only increases 
instead of removing the difficulty of settlement. 1 will refer also to an 
intimation in Mr. Forman’s affidavit of a claim for the damages in 
case the State neglects to receive other iron not yet delivered. As it 
respects this, I am assured by the Illinois Commissioner, Gen’ White- 
side that when in England, he offered to receive any residue of iron due 
under the contract from them, and comply with our contract in regard 

"This letter was not found in the Letter-Books. 
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to it, as he then had a chance to dispose of it to a purchaser of like 
articles, but that they refused to furnish it. If this were so, it is not 
difficult to see that this claim to damage rests upon the same footing with 
the lien. Without descending into the minutia of the account it may be 
sufficient to state generally, that we understand the first shipments of 
iron amounting to some £10,000, to have been fully paid by Jno. Wright 
& Co. and that for all subsequent shipments Wright & Co. placed in 
the hands of Thompson & Forman 52 Bonds of £225 each which fully 
coyered their shipments under the contract entered into between Wright 
& Co the Commissioners and Thompson & Forman: These Bonds 
they now hold as their only security for this last advance of iron &c, 
‘The only questions which can arise or be properly connected with the 
matter are simply these rst, How do they hold the 52 Bonds, and what 
the State ought in justice to do under the contract? ad, Whether the 
State should take up the Bonds and advance the whole amount due, or 
such balance reckoning the Bonds at their market value, or 3d, Whether 
the Bonds under the contract were and of right ought to be taken and 
regarded as full payment. Now to insure a ready settlement Messrs. 
‘Thompeon & Forman should relinquish their pretend{ed] lien upon 
the Bonds gent over by Magniac Jardine & Co, and which were allowed 
to go into their hands under a decree of the English Court, and without 
opposition permit them to be given up without controversy. Then 
authorise an agent with full power to agree upon the terms of final 
settlement, haying reference to the above cnumerated suggestions, and 
whatever terms may be agreed upon between myself and such agent 
I will lay before the Legislature with a recommendation of their adoption 
which will undoubtedly be sanctioned. Unless something of this kind 
can be done it will become necessary for me to spread before the Legis- 
lature the facts with the grounds upon which the lien is based, that 
some legislative action may be had to effectually protect the State against 
the Bonds in the hands of Magniac, Jardine & Co, You will see from 
the foregoing that I can authorise no settlement upon any definite 
principle with what I have before me. 

T would be pleased if while in London you would call upon Messrs, 
Thompson & Forman, express to them my views herein, and the pro- 
priety of appointing an agent in New York with full powers of settle- 
ment, as well as the preliminary withdrawal of all claim to lien and 
consent to the surrender of the bonds up to the State, 1 have no doubt 
in this case that o satisfactory arrangement of the matter can be made, 
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without this it is extremely doubtful if an approach can be made to 
settlement, 

This Letter may serve either for Mr. Dyer or yourself as directions 
in any communication you may feel free to make Messrs. Thompson & 
Forman while you are in London touching this matter. 


Tam Very Respectfully 
Yours 
A.C Frencn 
J. Wadsworth Esqr 
New York 


SPRINGFIELD Aug gth, 1850 

Dr. Sie: Your Letter of the 18th June did not reach me for some 
cause until within the last few days which may account for any seeming 
delay, and besides I am at present so busily engaged that I cannot give 
it as full an answer as I could wish. In fact we seem to differ so widely 
in our construction put upon the Statute which has been the cause of so 
much controversy, that a lengthened correspondence would seem to 
promise no good result. If it were possible for me to adopt your con- 
struction I should certainly give directions to have the matter forthwith 
settled accordingly, but really I cannot sec how from the reading of the 
Statute you can come to the conclusion you support. They seem to me 
to make the Statute inconsistent with itself, besides defeating its obvious 
object. Without quoting from the act which by this time we tolerably 
well understand, it may be sufficient to refer to It in yeneral terms, when 
we can sce whether its provisions and obvious purpose harmonise. 
Its first provisions contemplate the entire surrender of specified securities, 
after crediting the State a specific sum for those already redeemed. 
‘The surrender of the hypothecated securities by subsequent provisions 
is made exclusively subject to your order and direction, and whether 
amounts due to other parties are sworn to or not is immaterial as no 
issue can be made to any party without your sanction or order, Now 
we approach the point in issue which is the relation which every Bond 
issued by the State under your order and towards the settlement of your 
claim must in all cases sustain at the time to the amount actually sur~ 
rendered to the agent of the State as the consideration of the Issue of 
such Bond. The Statute requires that when sums of even $20,000 are 
surrendered the State may issue, but it is expressly required that the 
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amount issued shall bear the same relation to the amount so surrendered 
as the actual amount due sustains to the entire amount of hypothecated 
Stocks. How then can the law be complied with either literally or in its 
plain meaning if a greater amount shall be issued by the State upon the 
surrendered bonds than the whole amount duc you bears to the amount 
of outstanding Bonds. And to comply with your views, would not such 
manifestly be the cuse? The interest on the new issue has been paid 
promptly, and this will be continued to be promptly done, if there is 
a chance that the Bonds will ever come forward it scems to me this is a 
sufficient inducement. You speak of repudiation and the studious 
reserve of the State to avoid this charge, It is very difficult for me to 
perceive a clearer case of repudiation than would be effected by comply- 
ing with the construction you give the Statute. It seems to me that 
every effort to close the matter between yourself and the State but 
complicates the difficulty by creating new embarrassments. The State 
offers upon surrender of her bonds to furnish prompt interest paying 
Stock worth par, for the advance made her with 7 per cent interest on 
the same, which seems to be fair, and as T have often previously remarked 
if you have been damaged I have no doubt the State will willingly 
rectify it upon a full representation of the matter, but I very much doubt 


if it will be arranged according to your construction of the Statute, 
L regret it sincerely, for after a careful and critical examination of the 
Bill with the chairman of the Finance Committee, I felt gratified that 
at last there seemed a prospect of settlement. Instead of this however, 
the points of difference are wider than before. Hoping there may yet 
a way open for the settlement, 


J am very respectfully Yours 
Aue C, FRENCH 


SpRinGrIELD Aug. 24, 1850 
ont is L believe the first time all the School Commis 
| sent and so much at leisure as to give 
ation their joint consideration. 
; matter well and conclude that we have no 
| pay any specific sum for services rendered by you without 
the previous sanction of Law. 
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We prefer therefore to let the subject of your compensation rest as 
we at first advised you, that if you succeeded in procuring back arrear- 
ages of the School Fund due the State we would unite in urging the Legis- 
Tature to allow you adequate compensation, which as you have secured. 
$7,000 we shall most cheerfully do. 

We are very Respectfully 
Dear Sir, Your Obt. Servts. 
Aue C, Frence School? 
Davin L. Greco* ¢ Commrs. 
‘Txo® H, Campset? ) for Mlinois 
Hon R. M, Young 
Washington 
25 oc 


Srrincrretp Octo 3, r850* 
Messrs. 

Tt will be recollected that W. H. W. Cushman’ of Ottawa in this 
State had funded for Mr. Joshua Sears Bond No 2012, and among the 
Sym surrendered for this Bond is one for $148 87/100 which is spurious, 

Albany, New York, to (flit) Joliet, where he 
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Tenclose it to you as Mr. Cushman refuses to exchange it. No interest 
will be paid upon the Bond No 2ora until the Serip is replaced by good 
Scrip, and if Mr. Sears refuses to replace it by good Scrip, you will 
charge the amount of Scrip to him upon the Leger [sic] that {t shall 
stand to the credit of the State against the Bond for future time. Tsup- 
pose however Mr. Sears will rectify it. I mentioned this Scrip to Mr. 
Wadsworth when here and we supposed Mr, Cushman would be gentle- 
man enough to have it corrected, but it does not prove to be so. I wish 
this then exchanged by Mr. Sears who I believe lives in Boston, if he 
will not exchange it charge it to him so that the State shall hereafter 
have full benefit of the Credit, 
‘Truly Yours 
Ave C, Frexce 
Messrs Wadsworth & Sheldon 
New York. 


Svaiermn Nov. rst 1850 
Hon. 5. Breese 
Dr Sm: I returned last evening after some three or four weeks 
absence attending to my private affairs and found your two letters, 
awaiting my arrival. ‘This may account for any seeming neglect on 
my part in not giving them prompt attention. I also found two letters 
‘on my table from Me Holbrook relating to the same matter with yours. 
With the very short consideration I have been able to give the 
request, from the limited time at my disposal since my return, I am 
inclined to think it will be far better to allow the whole matter to remain 
until the meeting of the General Assembly. It seems to me that the 
matter can be acted on much freer from difficulties before than after a 
commencement of the work—besides, the matter should be in no way 
embarrassed so that the State would not remain with full liberty to make 
the best terms for herself which the present condition of ber affairs will 
justify. I wi however give the matter further consideration, 
jar difficulties in the way of a called session, which by 
it ue forward would leave too short a time for the collec- 
tion of such ion as might prove useful and eventually for the 
interests of the State,—I will further consider it, 
Your Friend 
Avo C. Frenck 
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Sprincrretp Nov 1, 1850 

Dear Sir: I arrived home last evening, after some weeks absence, 
and found your letters of the 27th Sept. and 8th Oct. ult. upon my table. 
‘This may account to you for the delay of this answer to both. I have 
not yet seen Judge Douglass‘ to whom you refer me for 4 more full 
detail of what you propose as a suitable arrangement between the Cairo 
Co. and the State of Illinois, and which you suppose will be satisfactory 
to the State, In the absence then of any information of the designs 
of the Company or what the conditions are which you consider just to 
the State, it only remains for me to refer in this answer to your applica- 
tion to commence the construction of the road at its Southern terminus. 
It will now be but about two months before the Legislature will convene 
and before which, any arrangement concerning the donation must 
be brought for consideration. Any attempt at commencement of the 
Company previous to that time might be regarded as premature and 
serve to embarrass the final action of the Legislature. Under these 
circumstances and with your two letters only before me, I do not feel 
justified in acting in the matter, but prefer leaving the entire subject 
in the hands of the General Assembly, 

Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Ave C, Ferescu 


pobeys dled June 9.1861; at cost of Brooyoco, the slate has erected a ls memory & satan 
‘oodland Park, Chicago (ue Book of Hinols, coos; Johnson, Stephew A. Douslar). 
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interest be made on ft until it may be claimed, they will be entered as I 
have directed, canceled, and no further note of them will be taken 
hereafter, unless the true owner shall appear when the evidence of 
identity will be required to be made at the Treasury office here. You will 
therefore take no further note of the bonds herein numbered than simply 
to enter up under them what I have before set down for the purpose, 
‘The whole state of facts will be minuted in the Treasurers office here. 
‘Truly Yours 
Avo C, Frese 
Jullus Wadsworth Esq¢ 
New York. 


Sprincrietp May 26, 1851 
Dr. Sir: You will issue of interest Bonds to Mr, Ridgely $14,195)47+ 
‘This will exclude the $4,538,79 which cannot be properly reckoned in, 
and bonds issued therefor. This latter sum cannot under the funding 
Law be put in bond, clearly, and must consequently be set aside. 
Truly Yours 
Ave C, FRrencet 
Julius Wadsworth 
New York, 


EXECUTIVE DepArtunnt 
Stare or Intixois 
Sept, rst 1851 

‘To THe PResipeNt or rae Untrep Starrs 

‘Sir: It may be proper for me to state, that the Lands granted by 
the Congress of the United States, to, and accepted by, the State to 
aid in the constructions of long lines of Rail Road in the State of Ilinois, 
has passed into the hands of a Company, under an arrangement with 
‘the State, to comply with the terms of the grant. I have very recently 
been informed by the President of the Company, Robert Schuyler Esq. 
of New York, that it becomes important to procure a further extension 
of the time of the reserv: of the lands along said lines, from sale, 
I it will add any force to the representations made to you by the agents 
of said Company, for this purpose, I can cheerfully and confidently 
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bear witness that since the action of our State Legislature, by which 
the Company became interested, the work of examination and survey 
has been pushed forward with a zeal and energy which f do not think 
could have been surpassed. I therefore indulge the hope that you will 
consider it compatible with your public duty, to extend the time of the 
reservation of the sales of land along said lines of road or wherever 
changes may be required by the Company, for a short period longer, to 
enable it to complete the surveys and make selections of their Lands. 
Tam with respect and 
Esteem Very Respectfully Yours 
Avo C. Frencn 


Executive Derartuent 
Sraincrrerp Sept. 1, 1851 


Dr. Sm2 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter of the —— inst. In reference to the employment of assistants 
to aid you in your survey and the portion of time they can be profitably 
employed in aiding you to carry out the purpose of the survey, much 
must rest with you. Whether one or two shall be employed to aid you, 
as well as the portions of the year, which they may be employed, the 
Board is willing shall be determined by you. The members of the 
Board,’ are, as may readily be supposed, but little familiar with the 
character of the labor required in the survey, and the analysis af speci- 
mens, and will only in a general way take notice of the expense, and the 
general progress of the work, leaving the arrangement of the details 
to yourself, The appointment of cither Mr, Varner or Mr. Worthin? 
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and energy, as the means at its disposal will allow, With a view to make 
the correspondence between us as simple as can well be, you will con- 
tinue to address your communications to me, at the request of the 
Board. 
Tam Very Truly Yours 
Ave C, Fazsew 


SrrmerteLy Noy. 26, 18st 

Messrs, 

In order to mect the interest upon the Macalister & Stebbins Bonds, 
I have concluded to give the following directions. The amount due 
upon these Bonds, $253,358,79, on the first of January 1852, is $7,600. 
‘The proportionate Dividend upon them will be $1,773,590, leaving to 
he provided for $5,826,50. To meet this balance you will take from 
previous instalments as follows—From the third Instalment $500, from 
‘the seventh $1500, from the 8th $500, from the 9th $2,000, from the 
roth $1,326,50, making the sum of $5,826,59, to be applied to interest 
due on these Bonds. The residue of interest will go forward in a very 
few days, so soon as T can notify Mr. Dyer. 


Very Truly Yours 
Ave C, Frexerr 


Messrs, Wadsworth & Sheldon 
New York. 


Executive DerarrMent 


Mx Drar Str: I haye received your letter in which you call my 
attention to the aed of making a further and stronger effort to 
procure from the General Government the same per cent upon the sales 
of Government Lands, for Land Warrants, within this State, as when 
sold for cash. I have all along insisted upon this as being nothing more 
than what is strictly just to the State, and obviously within the spirit 
of the compact under which we come into the Union. I have strong 
doubts if this will be admitted by the Government. Still I would not 
willingly neglect to use all reasonable exertions to procure it. You 
judge rightly in supposing I have no authority to employ agents to for- 
ward this claim. If however you will undertake it, and succeed, I will 





FRENCH'S LETTER-BOOK, DECEMBER 4, 18:1 -24r 


recommend to the Legislature to make you such an allowance as shall 
satisfy you for your trouble in full. I would not feel at liberty to offer 
any other terms in the absence of all authority to do so. 
‘Truly Your Friend 
Ave C, Feexer 


Execcrive DEPARTMENT, ILLINOIS 
‘SprincrreLp, Jany 15th 1852 

‘To His Excettency 
‘Tae Governor or Missourt 

‘Sm: I have had transmitted to me in answer to my Requisition upon. 
your Excellency, dated July 19 #852, for the delivery up [of] Messrs. 
Chardy, Boyer & Marcan, fugitives from justice from this State, charged 
with the crime of kidnapping, a letter addressed to my agent, of which the 
following is a copy. 


“Crry ov JevrEnson Mo. Dec, 4, 1851 
“Sr: Tam directed by the Governor to say that he cannot consist- 
ently with his views of his duty, comply with the Requisition of his 
Excellency the Governor of Illinois for the surrender of Messrs, Chardy, 
Boyer & Marcan. 
“Very Respt. your obt. Servt. 


“E. B. Ewin Sec. of State. 
“Mr, St Vrain,” 


It will be observed that this note is addressed to the messenger sent 
by me with said requisition—that it affords me no clue to the reasons 
of your Excellency’s refusal to comply with my requisition, Will 
your Excellency be pleased to inform the reasons of your refusal, that 
if it be from any defect in the papers sent, it may be supplied, or if 
for other causes, that T may have the [opportunity] of satisfying your 
Excellency in the matter. 


Tam very Respectfully 
Your Obdt Servt 
Ave C, Frencn 





ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Sprincrreco, LLLevors, 
January 15, 1852 

Dear Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter of the 16th ult, and should have retumed you an answer at an 
earlier day, but have been prevented by ill health. And here allow 
me to say in order to avaid any misconception on your part in regard to 
the relation I occupy as a public officer, to the subject matter of your 
Letter. I have no more to do with the two mill tax to which you refer, 
cither in the dividend or jn the distribution, than yourself or any other 
disinterested person. To regulate and control these is, by the Consti- 
tution and Laws of this State placed exclusively under the direction 
of the Auditor and Treasurer of State, the former officer performing 
similar duties in this respect, as the Comptroller of the State of New 
York, Either or both of these officers could probably furnish you more 
satisfactory reasons for the manner in which they discharge their duties, 
than I shall be able to do, Yet, while I am precluded by Law from 
exerting any influence or agency over their duties, I am not the less 
sensible, as a State officer, to the discharge of their duties according to the 
Constitution and Laws, Had the Messrs, Barings applied to me for 
any explanation on account of what appeared strange or unaccountable 
to them in any transaction in which they had or felt an interest in fully 
understanding, instead of solely relying upon casual informants and 
thereupon grounded their charge of bad faith on the part of the State, 
T should with great cheerfulness have furnished them the most ample 
[information] in my power, No credi 
creditor, can hecssteedinnd a Letter of i 
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presented at the Treasury for that purpose (School and Canal Bonds. 
excepted) and the Law requires that the Auditor shall direct and the 
‘Treasurer pay out accordingly, In this way it was designed to provide 
a kind of sinking fund which should operate to this extent, tothe gradual 
discharge of a special class of the State indebtedness, for which no 
extraordinary means was already provided, as in the case of the Canal 
Debt. Under this provision, in this way, and for this purpose, the 
proper officers apply the two mill Tax, So soon as the Constitution 
was adopted with this provision, and which is nearly four years since, 
Leaused a copy of it to be sent to the Messrs. Barings, and many others, 
that they might be fully informed of the Letter and spirit of its provisions. 
If my memory does not mislead me I also invited their attention to it 
by a special communication which I addressed to them. I also caused 
this provision to be published in the New York papers with such com- 
ments as could hardly fail to make it understood. It was also sent to 
the State Agencies In this Country and Europe. The knowledge of it 
was extended as far as seemed to me practicable to do so. What more 
was necessary to have been done? or could reasonably be expected? 
Thad caused the most ample notice to be given, practicable, to those who 
had an interest in being informed of it, and you may well suppose it was 
not without surprise that I heard the complaint now made of want of 
notice or information. And who is ignorant of this provision of the 
Constitution? I do not Jearn from your Letter or that of the Messrs. 
Barings, that cither of you were unacquainted with it or that you have 
not had all the time which you could possibly ask for, since you knew 
the fact, to present at the Treasury of this State any number of Bonds 
you might desire. It might very reasonably be asked where fs the cause 
of complaint, even if there were cause for those having no knowledge of 
the existence of the Constitution, it would seem more appropriate for 
these to make, than those having no cause. I take the secret of the 
matter to be this, it is generally considered that the amount to be divided 
is so small that large capitalists will not send forward their large amount 
of Bonds, as the sum they might receive by way of dividend would not 
be a sufficient inducement to make them fractional. In this respect 
the provision operates contrary to the wishes of our People, and steps 
have already been taken to effect a change in the Constitution and I 
hope the present years dividend will be the last which will be made, and 
thereby cut off the just complaint, that it gives an advantage to the small 
halder of Bonds over the larger holder. The amount of Bonds pre- 
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sented at the Treasury in January, the present month, only amounted 
to about $670,000, perhaps a little over. If you had sent forward the 
Bonds you refer to, and those of Messrs, King & Son, and Goodhue & 
Co. had also come in, the dividend would have amounted to the merest 
fraction. It is in this respect that I have said it does not operate as. 
desired by the People, and hence the attempt now making to effect a 
change in the Constitution, and place all holders of Bonds upon a more 


satisfactory equality. 
Tam very Respectfully Yours 
Avs C. Frence 


Executive DerartMent 
Srrinorretp, [Luiors, 
Feby r7th 1852 


To His Bxcettency 
Tae Governor or Mrssourt 

‘Sm: I have received your Excellency’s answer to my Letter of a 
previous date, in which I refer to your refusal to surrender up, upon 
my Requisition, Messrs, Clardy, Marcan, and Boyer, fugitives from 
justice from this State, and who stand charged with the crime of Kid- 
napping. I infer from your Excellency’s answer that no exception is 
taken to the papers forwarded with my Requisition, either as to their 
proper authentication, or if the Indictment were supported by proof 
of the facts therein charged, the persons would not be guilty of the crime 
alledged [sic]. But if L understand what is required by your Excellency 
in order to entitle my Requisition to a favorable consideration, it is, 
that the facts to be proved to sustain the Indictment, shall likewise 
be laid before you. This unusual requirement in all cases of like char- 
acter, under the Constitution and Laws of the United States, is calculated 
to create some surprise, and cannot fail if adopted to lead to novel and 
unexpected embarrassments, If your Excellency insists upon having 
all the facts which may prove the crime to have been committed, as 
well as the charge itself, laid before you in all cases, and I can see no 
reason for an exception in favor of one case which would not be good for 
another, to be judged of before your Warrant is allowed to issue, it 
seems to me that the constitution and Laws of the United States regulat- 
ing such cases will answer a Jess purpose there than has generally been 
supposed. I am not aware, as your Excellency has not informed me, 
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by what title the person charged to have been Kidnapped is claimed 
to be held by any citizen of Missouri, but I take occasion to assure your 
Excellency that I am satisfied from the most unquestionable evidence, 
that the person charged to have been Kidnapped is not « slave—That 
no person can lay claim to him as such upon any plausible grounds 
whatever. Charles Bartelle, the person charged to have been kidnapped, 
was Born in the State of Elinois since the Ordnance [sic] of 1787 was made 
applicable to the “North Western Territory.” He is what is usually 
in this State denominated a “French Negro,” whose ancestors came to 
this State from Canada, with the early “French Settlers.” He is con- 
sequently free by virtue of the Ordnance [sic] of 1787, free by the Con- 
stitution of this State, and by the decisions of our highest courts, and the 
courts of neighboring States. 1 know of no claim which can be set up 
to the services of this person as a slave, which might not be made with 
equal propriety against any citizen of Missouri or Illinois. 

While as the Executive of this State I shall be ever ready to comply 
with the requirements of the Constitution and Laws of the United States, 
by furnishing all necessary facilities for restoring Slaves to their owners, 
it equally becomes my duty to insist that It shall not be made a cover to 
shield persons from the crime of Kidnapping to reduce free men to 


Tam Very Respectfully 
Your Excellency’s Obt. Sevt. 
Ave C. Frence 


Slavery. 


Exxcurive DeraRtMent 
Sprrxerieiy, Entevors, Apr. 10th 1859 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th ult, in which you make mention of certain Bonds, issued by 
the State of Tlinois, which are in possession of the Institution over which 
you preside. It Is not necessary for me to enter into any explanation 
of the manner in which these bonds were parted with by the State, or 
went into your hands. This is as familiar to you as myself. It is 
sufficient to say that from the first the State has recognized Messrs, 
Macalister & Stebbins as the only party in the transaction with it, 
Various laws have been enacted by the Legislature of this State with 
a view to bring about a just settlement, A leading feature in each has 
been that upon the surrender of the Bands hypothecated the State would 
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issue her Bonds, interest payable half yearly, for all due them, reckon- 
ing interest upon the advance at 7 per cent. A provision was inserted 
in the law of 1851 allowing all those who might hold any of this class 
of Bonds, that is of those hypothecated to Macalister & Stebbins, and 
who contributed any portion of the funds received of them by the State, 
to make affidavit of the sum advanced, and by surrendering up the 
hypothecated Bonds they should receive the State Bonds covering their 
advance with seven per cent interest upon such advance to the time of 
liquidation, The sum to be issued in Bonds by the State to bear the 
relation of the amount received originally from them with 7 per cent 
interest, to the amount hypothecated, allowing to the State at the rate 
of 26 cents to the dollar for all such Bonds as it may have already taken 
up. The greater number of the holders of these bonds came forward, 
made affidavit of their actual advance, and have received their Liquida- 
tion Bonds, the interest on which has been promptly paid according to 
the terms of the Bond. Other parties holding about $80,000, in Bonds 
out of the original $91 3,000, have neglected or refused to take advantage 
of the Law. The Bowery Fire Insurance Company could have sur- 
rendered the Bonds held by it upon the same condition as others, and 
if a larger compensation was desired the resort could be made to Macal- 
ister & Stebbins, While in New York in 1847, 1 had a conversation 
with some of the officers of this Institution, and perhaps you were of the 
number, in which I explained fully the view the State of the matter, 
and what I was disposed to do. Nothing was done however and no 
approach to a settlement made, and I left with the impression that the 
Institution insisted upon such terms as the State was under no obligation 
to accept. The law relating to this matter will be found with Messrs. 
Wadsworth & Sheldon, the ‘State Agents in New York. Although the 

closed, in as much as those holding the 

yet if the Company wishes to ayail itself 
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‘SprvorieLp It1s. March 8, 1853 
His EXcktiency 


Jorn A. Marreson Gove. &c 

Dr Sm: I am a citizen of Hardin County in this State, and have 
been engaged for the last ten years in endeavoring to prove the value 
of the Lead veins passing through that section of country, have 
spent much labor and some twenty thousand dollars, the limit of 
my means, without accomplishing the desirable object, having mis- 
‘understood the character of our veins in the early part of our opera- 
tions, much money was lost by the improper course we pursued in 
mining. About five years ago important changes were made, since 
when I have been operating with the necessary fixtures to carry on 
the business properly until some time in the Spring of 1851, when I 
‘was compelled to stop for the want of means, since which nothing has 
been done to forward the work, keeping however in order all my 
fixtures Engine, Pumps, Furnace &c &c and ready for immediate use. 

Information of the character of our veins is given by our State 
Geologist Dr. Norwood, and I think his opinions are favorable if a 
sufficient amount of money can be obtained to carry out the enter- 


prise. May I therefore ask the favor of you to permit or instruct 
‘Dr. Norwood to furnish me with his opinion in the form of a special 
report in his official capacity, to aid me, if favorable, to obtain a suf- 
ficient amount of money to prove the veins to be either rich or poor— 

No private speculation is sought for or can be made by a grant of 
On Rost, my whole object is to carry out the-work which has been 


ova early attention to this matter will greatly oblige 
Your Obdt. Servt. 
Jas. T. Barsour 


9 Sprinorietp April ra, 1853 
J. G. Norwoon* 
State GroLogist 

We have a letter before us from J. T, Barbour’ of Hardin County, 
who represents that he has expended some twenty thousand dollars 

“These two letters are the only part of Gowenor Matteson's correspondence con~ 
tained in this series of Letter-Books. 

"Dr. Norwood was the first state geologist, serving from July at, 1851—March 22, 1853. 

This letter Is the result of & request made by Mr. Barbour upon Governor Matteson 
(Executive Letter-Book, Vol. VI, MSS). 
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in examination and machinery for raising lead in said County, that 
he has expended all of his fortunc in the attempt, but without sufficient 
success to give a guarantee to capitalists that it would be safe to 
aid him more in the way of furs, relying upon the avails to repay the 
amount so loaned. 

Mr. Barbour has asked us to permit you to make a full Geological 
Survey of his premises and make out an official report and give to 
him that he might, if favorable, obtain means to prosecute the enter- 
prise to a favorable conclusion, We are disposed to favor Mr. 
Barbour's views in this particular and therefore request that at such 
time as might be convenient for you to do so, and after you are fully 
satisfied of your position in the matter you may make out the true 
position of his lead mine and give it to him as official from State 
Geologist. 


Yours Respectfully 
J. A. Marreson 





REGISTER OF OFFICIAL LETTERS 
VOLUME VI 





CHAPTER IV 


LETTERS OF WADSWORTH AND SHELDON TO 
GOVERNOR FRENCH, 1847-1853 


New York March 22nd 1847 

‘To His Excertexcy 
Govr Avoustus C. French 
Sprincrretp [1tinors 

Dear Sm: By letters recently received from geveral of my friends 
in Milinois 1 learn that it has been proposed that I should be appointed 
agent for the State of Ellinois for refunding the State Debt, and the pay- 
ment of Interest hereafter accruing, Such appointment would be highly 
gratifying to me as well as desirable and would be estcemed as a compli- 
ment on the part of the State through its Executive to my integrity and 
capacity which I trust would not be misplaced and would be duly appre- 
ciated and acknowledged. 1 have been for the past ten years a citizen 
of Tilinois, and identified in interest and feeling with the citizens and 
State, and whilst I retain a large pecuniary interest in the State, not- 
withstanding [have left the State a8.a residence, | trust I have lost none of 
the interest I have heretofore felt in her general welfare and prosperity, 
and I shall be happy to contribute in any way to further the interests 
and raise the credit of the State which thase who control her affairs may 
deem wise and judicious. I have examined the bill recently passed 
by the Legislature and fully approve of the measure and object which it 
contemplates and will on your arrival here render you any aid which 
you may desire, Our office convenient to Wall Street is very desirable 
for the purpose. And as I shall change my present office on the first 
of May, I would have reference to this object in the selection of another 
could I but receive an instruction from you that you would desire my 
aid and would occupy my office for the purpose. If I do not hear from 
you I shall endeavor in velecting my location to make it with as much 
reference to this as is consistent with other business. I understand you 
will soon be in New York and shall on your arrival here be happy to 
mect you. [am living at the Astor House and you may perhaps be as 
well accommodated at that House as any other. The office of Gay & 
Wadsworth is No 53 South Street. 

a5 
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T beg leave to suggest that it would be well for you before leaving 
Springfield to provide yourself with exact transcripts of the Register of 
these Bonds the different classes, numbers, and names of the agents 
who negotiated them, and all other records that may be useful in taking 
‘up and canceling those bonds, also for the purpose of detecting counter- 
feits, procure if possible Fac Similes of the Signatures of the Governors 
and agents who signed them, and such other papers or memorandums: 
a3 may in your opinion appear useful or necessary. You will undoubt- 
edly haye already furnished yourself with all these documents, but I 
have suggested them thinking there might be something overlooked 
which might delay your plans after you arrived here. Mr. Leavitt 
informs me that Capt. Swift and himself will leave for Chicago about 
the middle of April and will return as soon as they can complete the 
business there, probably by the middle of May. He wished to meet 
you here as he is desirous of having his accounts of payments of interest 
audited and settled. I understand Col. Oakley will also soon be in 
‘New York perhaps not however until Mr. Leavitt & Swift return. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Jutis WapsworTH 


New York June gd 1847 


To His Exceicy 
Avcustus C. Frese 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Ste: Since you left New York there has no event of stirring 
interest transpired other than what our friend Col, Oakley has advised 
you and such as reach you through the public press, I am happy to 
find that the impression made by you whilst here is very favorable to 
yourself and to the interests and prospects of the State. In fact your 
course and policy in relation to the financial affairs of the State have 
ired new confidence in the integrity and ability of the State and 
citizens, and can not fail, I believe, to place Illinois once more, and 
eriod, on an equal footing with the first States in the 
is as one of the first States in the Union in point 
‘ity for cultivation, and nothing can in my opinion: 
prevent first in point of wealth, With such 
advantages'and such prospects the citizens of Illinois cannot long remain 
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unable to discharge fully and honorably the liabilities which have for 
the last few years been a blight upon her progpects and her fair fame. 
That there is a proper spirit existing amongst the influential men of the 
State there is no doubt, and that the great mass of the inhabitants of the 
State are actuated by honorable and high minded sentiments is, I believe 
equally true. All these circumstances are sufficient with just and eco- 
nomical administration of affairs to guarantee an early issue out of all the 
troubles and embarrassments which they have heretofore labored under. 

I have not yet entered upon the examination of the accounts of Mr, 
Leavitt, but it has been deferred partly at his suggestion until after the 
arrival of the English Steamer which has arrived at Boston to day, in 
order to allow him to pay interest on any bonds that might be sent by 
this Steamer. 1 will in a few days attend to the matter. 

I spoke with you when you were here on the subject of making some 
examination into several claims of the State against some of the Banks 
in this State which are indebted to the State for Bonds purchased, and 
which Banks have gone into liquidation, There are also some claims 
against individuals. It appears to me that it might be well to make some 
effort to recover something on these debts, and should it prove unavailing 
the State will have the satisfaction of having learned the fact that nothing 
could be recovered and the affair may forever after be considered as 
disposed of. believe however if proper effort should be made that some 
thing might be recovered, and the movement cannot be made too soon. 

If you are disposed to give me the necessary authority to collect and 
finally settle these matters I will attempt it. If so it will be necessary 
for you to give me complete authority to demand of the former attorneys 
for agents of the State such papers as may be in their possession relative 
to these matters also to demand, receive and receipt for, and settle 
in full the several claims. 

J hall want all the records and minutes in possession of the State 
relative to each matter, as a basis of my efforts. 

If this shall meet your views I would like to have you give the matter 
as early attention as possible, as T would like to devote some portion of 
this month & forepart of next to it, I will soon attend to getting up 
three books suitable for record books in the transfer and exchange of 
bonds, I remain dear sir with high consideration, 

Your very Obdt. Svt. 
Juusus WapsworTs 





254 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


New Yorn, June 26th 1847 

To His Excetcy Ave, C, Frencir 
Governor &c 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: You may be surprised at not having heard from me 
before this relative to the account of David Leavitt, Esq. Agent of the 
State for the payment of Interest. f advised you however in a former 
letter of one reason of delay* and after the time then designated I soon 
commenced the examination and found it to be much more of a job than 
T had anticipated. 1 have had two active men employed for the most 
part of two weeks in drawing off and comparing the numbers and vouch- 
ers, and have now the satisfaction of advising you that the same is com- 
plete and the account current of Mr. Leavitt with a full statement of 
the payments and vouchers accompanying is ready for delivery to you. 
T have attached my certificates to the statements and account current, 
showing in detail the amount of money paid out by Mr. Leavitt and in 
separate amounts as paid upon the several classes of the Bonds of the 
State—also showing the balances in his hands on a/c of interest payable 
in July 1846, and January 1847. 1 will accompany the account and 


other papers with a report of the examination and such particulars as 
may be requisite. 

1 expect to leave for Chicago on the 28th inst, and hope to have the 
pleasure of meeting you there and will at that time hand you all the 
papers relating to the matter. I hand you herewith two letters that 
have come into my hands for you, and beg that you accept assurances 
of high consideration from 


Your Obdt Servt. 
Juius Wapsworrit 


New Yorx August 3d 1847 

‘To Avcustus C. Frencn 
Govrrnon &e 

Drax Str: 1 arrived in this City from the west a few daye since, and 
found your favor of the 3oth June* and am now in rect. of your esteemed 
favor of the 27 Ulto.* 

‘aie ast 

"This letter is not found in the Lecter-Beoks 
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Tam about getting up some books for the purpose of recording the 
exchange of Bonds and have examined the Books of the Indiana Agency, 
I think however that their books are larger and embrace a greater amount 
of matter than is necessary for the exchange to be made for Illinois. 
‘The form we require is I think quite simple, 

I have had the Law passed by the last Legislature; published in 
the Journal of Commerce, the Express, and Evening Mirror. thought 
it best to advertise in the two last named papers, as a little such patronage 
will secure the good favor of the publishers, which will be well in carrying 
out this arrangement, 

Iwas not a little surprised this morning to find the article which I 
herewith hand you, in the Morning Express, and do not exactly know 
where such information was found by the Editor. I have certainly 
never given such information to any one, and can only surmise that some 
intimation may have dropped from the man by whom I sent the circular 
and Law to the publisher. I do not know as it is a matter of great 
moment, but regret that such notice should have been made especially 
as I am not aware that any appointment has been made as yet. 

An reference to the subject of your letter of 27 ulto I am sorry not to 
be able to furnish you with more definite answeres [sic] in consequence of 
the absence from the City of some parties whose views | would be most 
disposed to adopt. I learn however from the inquiry I have made as 
well as from my own observation that it is customary to pay detached 
coupons having the proper date number and signatures and I leam that 
it is not an unusual thing for holders of Bonds to sell the coupons and 
detach them, even before they become duc. 

In reply to your second inquiry “Whether you would be compelled 
to receive Bonds without all the unpaid coupons attached,” I can only 
say that I have not obtained any satisfactory opinion on the subject. 
T have not from the nature of the subject been able to present it in a very 
tangible manner for the opinion of any one whose views 1 would be 
disposed to give full weight to, but 1 am inclined to think that holders 
of Bonds would think themselves entitled to an exchange even without 
the Coupons for the unpaid instalments. I have however from an 
examination of the Law adopted a different opinion, In Sec. 2 it is 
provided that Certificates shall be issued at the time of making the 
exchange for the interest in arrears, I cannot therefore see that you 
would be authorised to receive 2 Bond and issue a Certificate for the 
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same without at the same time having all the Coupons which have 
become due surrendered and granting certificates therefor. This may 
not be a correct view, and I have no doubt there will be a diversity of 
opinion on the subject, but if you will examine the bonds and the coupons 
you will see the great liability and hazard in pursuing a different course. 
Tf I can get the views of some other parties experienced in these matters 
within a few days I will write you further on the subject, 
Tremain dear Sir 
Your Most Obdt, Svt. 
Jers WansworrH., 


New Yor October arst 1847 


To Hrs Excettency Avousros C. Frencr 
‘Spruveretp Iniixors 

‘Drax Sm: 1 have delayed writing for the reason that nothing has 
transpired since you left which I have considered particularly worthy 
of your notice, The exchange of Bonds has progressed slowly since 
your departure and up to this time we have issued but 1004 Principal 
Bonds and 454 Interest Bonds. J think the prevailing impression when 
you left was that the business would be discontinued and in consequence 
but few have been brought in. T have thought of giving notice further 
but have not done so for the reason that you thought not best to do so. 
Col, Oakley mentioned to one of the Editors that the exchange was still 
made by me and suggested that he make some notice of it but no such 
notice has appeared. None of the Sterling Bonds have been offered but 
Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall are ready to exchange what they have 
as soon as I can get the Blank Bonds. I sent by Col. Oakley the two 
books of Blank Bonds, to be forwarded to you as soon as practicable, 
and I hope they will be executed and returned with as little delay as 


ig sh 
4 considerable amount of ‘Sterling Bonds may be 
‘next two or three Steamers. Col. Oakley left on Tues- 
. roth inst. and Mr, Leavitt and Captain Swift left the 
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but Col. Oakley told me when he left that he should make an effort to 
have Mr, Leavitt disconnected a3 far as possible from the affairs of Ili- 
nois and should get a petition signed by the prominent men of Illinois 
to have Mr. Leavitt removed from the agency for the payment of Interest 
and have me appointed in his place.t I wish to say in relation to this 
that I shall be extremely happy to have this Agency conferred upon 
me and should you in your judgment deem such a course wise I shall 
feel under many obligations, 

The entire agency is very desirable and can be attended to by an 
agent with trifling if any additional expense, and suck plan as you might 
think best to operate as a check could be adopted. So far as security 
to the State is concemed I believe I could satisfy all parties that my 
personal character and other security which I could give would place 
jit in as secure a position as any that might be adopted. I do not desire 
to urge Mr. Leavitts removal or my appointment, but it appears to me 
that for the payment of Interest on the New Issue of Stock, a system 
should be adopted which shall be permanent and prevent any confusion 
hereafter. And I do not think Mr. Leavitt will adopt such a plan. 

I still think as I before remarked to you that it would be wise to 
refuse payment on all Coupons not attached to bonds, and this should be 


understood early, otherwise parties will keep back many of the Coupons. 
T hand you herewith numbers of Bonds surrendered and canceled since 
you left, Also receipts for subscription to “Democratic Review” 
“Weekly Herald” and “Courier & Enquirer,” And remain with senti- 


ments of high regard 
: Your Very Obt. Servt. 
Jurmus WansworTh 


New York, Novr, 234 1847 
Hon Avucustus C. Frencu Governor & 
‘SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Sim; T Jast had this pleasure on the arst Oct.* since which 
Tam without any of your esteemed favors. T have been for some days 
expecting the Blank Bonds which you took out with you to sign and 


* Mr. Leavitt was also one of the trustees of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, elected 
‘by the subscribers to the new loan of $1,600,c00, 


* This letter [x not found in the Letter-Nooks 
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return. Several parties have recently inquired when I should be ready. 
to exchange Sterling Bonds. 

‘There are also parties holding Scrip in sums not now sufficient to 
get two new bonds who will expect me to give them New Bonds for the 
amount of principal when the interest on the same amounts to over 
$500. This fg | presume proper and will meet with your approbation. 
1 think it will agree with the requirements of the Law. 

Bonds continue to come in slowly but there are several large lots now: 
held here which I think will be presented soon. The parties seem 
inclined to delay a little. 1 will report to you as frequently as appears 
proper the numbers of Bonds surrendered, and herewith hand you 
statement of bonds surrendered from Octo. rth to Nov, 13th this state- 
ment having been prepared at the last date but I have delayed sending 
hoping to get some communication from you. T will have another state- 
iment made out on ist Decr, I have got the Stock Ledger all pasted 
up and every thing is ready for transfers as soon as you send the transfer 
Bonds. A number of persons are waiting to have transfers made, until 
I shall receive those bonds from you. 1 will write again on receipt of 
advices from you, and remain dear Sir 

Your Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Juuws Wansworrs 


New York December 2d 1847 
How, Aveusres C. Frenci 
‘SPRINGFIELD: 

Dear Sm: Your much esteemed favor of rth November came to 
hand on the 27th and your several favors of the r8th, roth, & goth 
Novem. were received the goth Nov. and their contents are all duly 

Ibi 


I will agreeably to your request have a transcript of the Register of old 

Bonds surrendered embracing all the necessary facts to make a complete 

Record to file in the proper department in Springfield. ‘This will be 

‘the Iabor of some days, and cannot be coi immediately as I 

shall have to procure some paper ruled in proper form. It shall how- 

ever be accomplished as early as possible and transmitted to you. You 
* None of these letters are found in the Letter-Books. 
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donot mention that you desired a similar transcript of the Scrip Register. 
I presume however you will require it, and I shall prepare paper and 
after completing the Bond register will go on with the Scrip register 
and send as soon as it is completed. You must of course be aware that 
all this will require considerable labor and require some time. 

In relation to the two Swords* spoken of in your letter of 18th T 
have made inquiry and find that such swords are manufactured by Mess. 
Ball, Tompkins & Black of this City. I have examined two swords 
made by them to be presented, one to Gen, Wool, the other to Genl. 
Worth, the former at « cost of $800. the latter $400, It is not probable 
that so expensive swords would be desired for the object you refer to, 
but something in proportion to Rank. The Manufacturers however 
inform me that they cannot get up any thing less than about $250- & 
I presume swords at this cost would be considered suitable: 1 will if 
you desire procure those swords or aid you in such manner as may suit 
your convenience, The inscriptions it would be necessary for you to 
furnish, 

Tn relation to your remarks in your letter of roth ult, respecting the 
amount of money received from Mr, Leavitt, I have looked into the 
matter and find we received $1558. of this amount $50. was taken to 
pay us (G&W)* Money lent you a few days previously and $100. was 
given to you in Bank Bills at the time you gave us Mr, Leavitts check, 
this left $1408. which we credited the State and furnished you the account 
of items to balance. 1 presume upon reflection you will remember the 
circumstance. I remember well sending to Bank to get small bills at 
the time we gave you the $100. The lost Bond 2449 of Alexander Brand 
& Co has had our observation for some weeks. Mr. Brand having 
written us on the subject, I am anxiously looking for the Blank Bonds 
to issue for the Sterling, and odd amounts of Scrip, also the transfer 
Blanks. I hope there will be as little delay as possible in sending them 
as there are parties waiting to make the exchange. 

On the subject referred to in your letter of 20th Nov. T have only 
to say that whatever you desire can probably be done, but it will make 
an irregularity in our Books which I would gladly avoid and errors or 
misunderstandings in making entries may arise which will produce 
ayia It undoubtedly would be very convenient for some parties 


swords were for Licutenants John Pope and Mason Searritt (Senate Jonrwel, 
te, ee For biographical sketch ene porl, 270. 
* Gay & Wadsworth, 55 South Street, New York City, 
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thus to have the exchange made them and it would be desirable to accom- 
‘modate them. I think however it may be done with out adopting the plan 
you suggest. For instance Jet the parties thus surrender their Bonds or 
Scrip to be canceled by you and you cause a record of the same to be 
sent to me to be entered upon the Books the same as if the Bonds or 
Scrip had been surrendered here. I would then issue the Bonds for 
the amounts in principal and interest as stated by you and enclose them 
by mail to you or to the parties themselves as directed, this would enable 
us here to enter the Bonds &c complete and in direct continuation of 
entries and issue the bonds consecutively without omitting some numbers 
a8,suggested by you which might by some mistake cause a discrepancy 
which would appear to all time and might be difficult to explain. The 
course you speak of can be adopted if you think it necessary I take 
however the liberty of omitting to send the Blank Interest Bonds until 
T bear from you hoping you may cither adopt my plan or give up entirely 
the plan of taking in the old Bonds & Scrip there. I am extremely 
desirous of having this business all done properly and that there may 
by no means appear duplicate numbers or a single number omitted from 
No. 1 to the Whole No. 

In reference to a change in the Interest paying agency I would only 
say that I shall be extremely glad to have the two agencies united in 
some way as it can be done better and with less labor in the hands of 
one agent. After the first of January I have made arrangements for 
another partner a Mr, James O, Sheldon a highly respectable & worthy 
young man, the firm will be Wadsworth & Sheldon, Why I speak of 
this is that if you think some check necessary you might make Wadsworth 
& Sheldon the Transfer Agents and myself the Interest paying agent. 
‘This would enable me as Interest Agent to check all transfers and 
probably answer all practical purposes. You might if you prefer appoint 
James O. Sheldon Transfer Agent but I think if you appoint Wadsworth 
& Sheldon it would answer the required purpose. Would it not be well 
for you to send on a commission as transfer Agent, and then if you make 
me interest paying agent, send on the commission for that? 

If the change in the interest agency is made I would like it to be done 
as early as possible in order to get the Books in complete readiness before 
paying any interest. True the payment might be deferred for a few 
days after the 1st of January but it would be well to have every thing 
in readiness as soon as practicable. Should you make any remittances 
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‘of money to pay interest everything shall have my best care and most 
prompt attention. 

Bonds are not coming in very frecly for exchange and parties are 
deferring for the reason that there is plenty of time, there {s however in 
my opinion no doubt that before the time expires most of the Bonds 
will be surrendered. Should interest only be paid on the New Bonds 
after January this would cause partics to bring them in so that they 
might get the instalments of interest as they are paid. You may think 
it advisable to adopt that plan after the January payment. I suggest{ed] 
when you was here that it would be well and perhaps indispensable that 
you direct the interest paying agent to pay interest on Coupons only 
when they accompany the Bonds to which they belong as otherwise 
partics having made the exchange for New Bonds and not surrendered 
the whole of the Coupons might draw interest on the old Coupons & on 
the New Bonds. 1 presume you have already seen the force of this and 
will take the necessary precautions to guard against such occurrences. 

Tam Dear Sir with Sentiments of Much regard 

Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Jottus Wapsworta 


Naw York December 9, 1847 


His Excettency Aucustus C. Frenci 
Srrincerenp 


Dear Sut: I wrote you on the and inst. and have not since that 
date any of your favors to answer. I hand you herewith the numbers 
of the several classes of Bonds which have been surrendered up on the 
ist inst. I am now engaged in making an entire transcript of the 
Register of Bonds and Serip surrendered and will after it is completed 
forward the same to you. It will occupy some days in preparing & 
when completed will furnish an exact record of every thing done. This 
will extend fo 2st December, and 1 will furnish you hereafter at stated 
times with transcripts of the Records in my office, Unless Bonds come 
in more freely I presume Monthly will be sufliciently often to furnish 
retums. 

Frequent inquiries are being made relative to the next payment of 
interest, particularly as to the New issue, Also as to the probable 


* Ante, as3. 





262 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


amount of the payment. The first of January is near at hand and 1 
hope arrangements will be made to have interest paid with as much 
promptness as possible on the New Stock, as a failure to do so will tend 
to discredit the New issue. Things now seem to indicate that the Old. 
Bonds will soon begin to come in pretty freely, and I have no doubt 
such will be the case as soon as money matters improve & the price 
advances. T am looking anxiously for the Blank Bonds to arrive for 
transfers &e 
Very Respectfully, T remain 
Your Obdt Svt, 
Jones Wanswortt 


New York December 13th 1847 


His Excettency Augustus C. Frence 
SraincrreLp 

Dean Si: I duly received your valued favor of 25th Nov.' acknowl 
edging receipt of a letter from me “Enclosed with an Italian Gentle- 
mans plan of a Lottery &c.”” I must confess myself entirely ignorant 


of the Italian Gentlemans plan your letter being the first intimation I 
ever had respecting it. I presume there must be some mistake in the 
matter which ere this you may have discovered. 

T have called upon Mr, Leavitt relative to the vouchers you refer to, 
and he informs me that all the vouchers relative to the payments of inter- 
est for January 1847, and July 846, accompanied bis account as audited 
by me. And if my memory serves me right I believe such to be the case, 
1 had supposed you had reference to other subsequent vouchers. 1 
believe the package I sent you from Chicago in July last contained the 
‘vouchers in question, at least if they relate to the two payments named. 

With regard to prescribing the method which Mr. Leavitt shall 
adopt in paying interest an the New Stock you must be a ware that it is 
avery delicate matter. I will however do what you require, that is have 
proper ey Peper and make such suggestions to him in doing the 

usin avaid confusion in the matter, 
I regret eae that the circumstances would not warrant you in 
placing, the entire Agency it in foomeet commencing with the January 


“Phi letter fs not found in the Letters Books. 
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in making this payment which will be important in the future manage- 
ment of the business, First with regard to paying on coupons only 
when accompanying the Bond, of which I have before spoken to you. 
Second, with regard to the proper manner of paying interest on the New 
issue, which it will be almost impossible for Mr. Leavitt to do under- 
standingly without having constant reference to my books. But a 
third difficulty 1 wish to call your attention to which may require your 
special instructions to Mr. Leavitt, I think in paying interest on the old 
Internal Improvement Bonds and all others except the Canal Bonds, the 
amount paid should be stamped upon the Coupon falling due January 
1st 1848, for the following reasons. The New issue all bear date and 
interest from July 1st 1847, therefore the interest paid should be applied. 
ipon interest accruing since that date in order to leave the same arrears 
of interest up to July xt on the Bonds not surrendered as is put into the 
“Interest Bonds” for old Bonds surrendered. If the next payment of 
interest is stamped upon the same coupon as theretofore it will make the 
‘arrears to July :st/47 04 much less as the amount paid, and when these 
bonds come in for exchange, the New Bonds being dated July 1st would 
be entitled to draw interest for Jany. rst 1848, the same as those 
exchanged before the Jany. payment, but if the endorsement is made 
upon the Coupon due Jany rst 1848, when they come in for exchange 
T should Issue in Interest Bond the same amount arrears as heretofore, 
then charge against the Stock issued for those old bonds the amount of 
the January interest, by doing which it will then place all the New issue 
‘on the game footing and avoid confusion in the New Stock, otherwise 
there will be New Stock out on which interest for January /48 has been 
paid as well as not paid. I do not know as I have made the matter 
sufficiently clear to you, but I submit it to your consideration and 
directions. I am exceedingly desirous that matters relating to these 
Bonds should be preserved in as good shape as possible as I have become 
identified in this refunding and to some extent shall stand responsible 
for any confusion or irregularity which may creep into the business, 

‘It appears to me that it would be good policy to discontinue the pay- 
iment of interest in London if not for the January payment at least for 
all subsequent payments, It will save much trouble and will be an 
additional inducement for holders to put their Bonds into Transferable 
Stock, This is only by way of suggestion and I trust you will pardon 
me for the liberty I have taken, 





264 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


I have this morning received from Col, Oakley by Express the Box 
containing the Blank Bonds for transfer, and for irregular amounts to 
use in taking up Sterling Bonds and amounts of Scrip which cannot be 
made into even 1000 Dolls, I shall commence to number them after 
thos: which you left signed already numbered. 

Inasmuch as I have so far delayed sending you the Interest Bonds 
requested, I will now delay until I hear from you as suggested I would 
do in my former letter. I hope it may not cause particular inconvenience 
I know your desire to preserve perfect regularity in the Books will easily 
excuse this delay, at the same time T wish to be understood as 
being entirely under your directions in the matter and ready to act fully 
in accordance with your positive instructions, I shall be happy to hear 
from you soon touching the matter referred to, and beg to assure you 
of my high regard, and remain 

Your Mo. Obdt. Svt. 
Junius Wapswortr 


P.S, Will send transcript of Books in a few days. 


New York December 21 1847 


How, Avoustus C. Frenc Governor &c 
Sprinceretp 

Deax Ste: T hand you herewith a transcript of the register in my 
office of all the Bonds and Scrip surrendered up to the first day of Decem- 
ber inst. This has been delayed longer than I hoped but it is now com- 
plete and is in the form of our register here, I will have a transcript of 
the register of “New Internal Improvement Bonds" issued, made out 
soon I have thought best to give that to you in exactly the form of our 
Register here, and on sheets complete so that when they are all received 
at the department in Springfield the sheets may be bound and complete. 
‘This would save much labor at Springfield and will be no more labor here. 
‘The sheets will have to be printed before we can commence that trans- 
script, and | then will only send the sheets forward as fast as they are 


" Thave been exchanging some Sterling Bonds, and have issued there- 
for the $1000, Bonds 0 far as I could and for the balance have given 
one bond of the blank amounts furnished me, I think this a better 
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way than to issue a bond of $roSo, for each Sterling Bond of £225. It 
‘will make but few of the Bonds in irregularamounts. T have commenced 
numbering at 2000. When I hear from you further relative to your 
plan of exchanging at Springfield I will follow your directions, Should 
you do any thing it would be well to commence to number at 2500. 
‘There is not much being done in the way of exchanging Bonds now, a 
few coming in every day almost. After rst January T think they will 
come in more freely. I will have prepared such form of rect. Book as 
[ think necessary in paying interest on the New Bonds and will furnish 
it to Mr, Leavitt with a transcript of the names of parties holding the 
Stock so that he can pay only on the numbers to the parties in whose 
name the Stock stands on the hooks. I hope my suggestions may be 
adopted relative not only to the New Bonds but to the old so far as 
payments on the old bonds may affect the New Issues. 
T hope to hear further from you soon, and remain 
Dear Sir, Your Mo, Obdt. Svt. 
Joutrus Wapswoxre 


P.S, All the Bonds & Scrip received to Decem. rst I have had can- 
celed and put up in a distinct package; and will hereafter 


do the same with amounts received up to the time when tran- 
scripts are made out and sent forward, = 
‘ours 


Ww. 


New Yorx January 3d 1848 

How. Aucusrus C, Frencit Gove. &c 
SprivcrieLp 

DEAR Sm: Your letter of the r6th Ultot is before me and I have 
‘noted its.contents. No Sterling Bonds have been offered for exchange 
besides those held hy Messes. Howland & Aspinwall, who offered them 
when you were here these have been surrendered at $4.80 to the pound 
Sterling and your instruction on the subject of Sterling Bonds will be 
observed by me. I sent you some time since a transcript of the register 
of surrendered Bonds & Scrip But I have not yet been able to get ready 
the transcript of the New Bonds Issued. I will however do so in a few 

"Phis latter is not found in the Latter: Books, 
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days. The labor of preparing the papers for Mr, Leavitt to pay interest 
has been considerable and together with bonds &c coming in for sur- 
render and preparing the transcript to send to you has been as much 
as Mr. Briggs could possibly do. I have to-clay opened the books for 
transfer and advertised that the books were open also that the exchange 
of New Certificates &e for old Bonds, Scrip &c was still being made at 
my office. 

‘Mr. Leavitt finds it difficult to commence the payment of interest 
and has I believe resolved to wait until he bears further from you in 
answer to his letter of 29th ulto* relative to the amount to pay upon and 
the amount to be divided, He was in error in advising you as to the 
amount of Canal Bonds issued in 1847, for Scrip &c as I informed him 
of the amount of “New Internal Improvement Bonds” Issued for Inter- 
nal Improvement Bonds, Scrip &c. 

‘There are many difficulties arrive in the matter of paying interest &c 
and Mr Leavitt complains bitterly. The labor and trouble is indeed 
very great besides the intricate nature of the business and rather com- 
plicated condition of it. I know you cannot fully appreciate it situated 
at the distance you are, but the practical operation of the business shows 
many difficulties, even after having the instructions explicit. I have 
furnished Mr. Leavitt with the necessary books for paying interest on 
the New Stock and given him a copy of your your Regulations in paying 
the interest, also with all the numbers of the New Stock and names of 
the parties entitled to draw the interest, Also with a complete list of 
‘the Numbers of the old bonds surrendered. Since giving him the latter 
he has requested me to give him the numbers consecutively in order 
that he may the more easily examine it, as it will be necessary to do on 

coupon that does not accompany the Bond, 
‘the labor is considerable. This might be avoided 
I coupons ‘should marin the Bonds to which 


t for books &e I will T think 

af ex the fis T hall arp (as I 
t year for the transfer Agency, 
trouble, responsibility & labor, 
est Agency with a salary of say 
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($1200) I should probably be willing to do the refunding without much 
if any charge as it could be done by the same Clerk who attends to trans- 
fers &c. [hardly know how much to charge to the prevent time, the 
labor, care &c have been very considerable as you are aware, I will how- 
ever submit the acct. and if you should think it out of the way, shall be 
willing to conform to your views 
With much respect, I am truly Yours &c 
Juices WavsworTs. 


New York January 13th 1848 
Hon Avoustus C. Frencu 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Stn: I have to day mailed the transcript of “New Internal 
Improvement Bonds’ and “Interest Bonds” issued up to the first of 
December. The transcript of old Bonds surrendered was forwarded 
some time since, and I regret that I have been unable to send the tran- 
script of New Stock before this time, but the variety of other matters which 
Mr. Briggs has had to attend to has rendered it impossible. And as 
you know the first of January and the few days preceding and suceed- 
ing it are always very busy times amongst Merchants &c In New York. 
This will complete the entire transcript of our registers of bonds sur- 
rendered and issued up to December first, and I will have prepared as 
soon as I can the transeript for the Month of December and January 
and forward you, 

‘There has nothing of particular interest transpired recently concern- 
ing matters of our State. Mr. Leavitt has not yet commenced the pay- 
ment of interest and is awaiting further advices from you. I have fur 
nished him with all the necessary Books and numbers of all old bonds 
surrendered also a complete list of the names of holders of New Stock 
with the Numbers and amounts, He complains very much of the great 
trouble attending the whole matter and has repeatedly said that he should 
have to give it up or employ some one to give their whole attention to it, 
and yesterday said to me that I must attend to the whole of it that it 
would be better to have all the Agency in the Matter united. I replied 
to him that J had about as much as L could attend to and that in such case 
I should have to employ some one to do the business. The truth is 
that he is very much occupied and has not the time to devote to the busi- 
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‘ness, and was it not for the fact that the money in his hands is just now 
useful to him he would give it up at once. ‘The trouble attending 
the transfer is considerable both for Me & him it being necessary to 
take all the old ones to him to cancel every morning and get his approval 
to the New issue, this is all very well in theory but in practice is trouble- 
some and in fact not a complete check. I do not speak of these things 
with a view to inducing you to change any thing, and certainly should 
not wish you tochange the interest paying agency unles|s] it could be done 
with the entire approbation of Mr. Leavitt. Should he be removed he 
would certainly suspect that Col. Oakley & myself had been instrumental 
in inducing your Excellency to make the change. 

I have seen a Card or Circular recently signed by the Illinois sub- 
scribers to the Canal Loan, which surprises me somewhat, I presume 
you have ere this seen it, It has attached to it a certificate of Judge 
Dickey. The Circular contains some statements that I am confident 
the signers cannot state from any knowledge of their own. I observe 
my brother is one of the signers, but under what influence he has been. 
induced to sign it I do not know. I believe him to be entirely friendly 
to Col. Oakley, and cannot conceive any object he should have to 
misrepresent any parties concerned. 

In what position has the investigation had at Chicayo placed the 
opposing parties? 

Tam without any recent advices from you. 

remain Dear Sir 
Your Most Obdt Svt 
Joutus WapsworrH 


New Yorke January r7th 1848 


How. Avousrus C, Frencit 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Six; Your favors of 2nd and 3zst' Ulto. together with my 
ame to hand on Saturday evening 
ived on the same day your favor 
‘remains in the same dilemma 
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purpose of using the money. I do not however see how he could well 
do otherwise, as it is impossible for him to determine how much to pay 
on each band unless he knows the exact amount of money to be applied, 
and the whole amount of the debt to which it is to be applied. He is 
therefor{e] deferring the payment until he hears from you in reply to 
his letter of the 29th Decr.* and appeals to me to concur with him in so. 
doing, which of course meets my assent. I hope the matter will not 
remain suspended much longer, I regret that you take the view you 
do relative to the application of interest on the old bonds, for the reason 
that if applied on the same coupon as before it will leave the arrears of 
Interest to July rst 1847, just so much less, and the New Stock will 
issue in exchange, bearing date July rst 1847, and will be entitled from 
its date to another payment for January 1848, but of course cannot be 
paid as there are no funds provided for the purpose, This could all 
be obviated if the New Stock issued in exchange for such Bonds as the 
Jany interest (Now being paid) is paid upon, should bear date Jany 
ast 1848, instead of July ast 1847, as then there would be no interest 
accrue on the New Stock so issued until next July, when the instalment 
could be regularly paid upon it, This plan would make it necessary 
to add the further arrears of interest to the amt, for which “ Interest 
Bonds" are given that is the arrears on the old bonds from July last 
to the 1st of the present Month. I should think this the best plan if 
your New Bonds had not all been filled up with July rst 1847. You 
could if you sce fit order the alteration to be made. ‘This plan or the 
plan of stamping on the Coupon due Jany, rst 1848, seems almost 
imperative. 

If however you think differently the thing must be done in such man- 
ner as you advise and I hope it will not produce any great confusion. In 
relation to stamping the amount paid on the New Stock, I think you 
must have misunderstood me, as such would be impracticable from the 
fact that those certificates of Stock are constantly being transferred and 
canceled, and new ones issued for them. Besides it is always customary 
for interest to be collected on transferable Stock without presenting the 
Certificates, 

I hand you herewith the account complete as requested by you cov- 
ering the whole $1558. which was the amount of Mr. Leavitt's check 
which you handed us. 

* See aute, 150. 
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T have this moming called upon Messrs, Ball ‘Tompkins & Black 
relative to manufacturing the two Swords for Lieutenants Pope? & 
Scarritt. ‘They will draw drafts of them and give the estimates to-mor- 
row or next day with the time they can probably be done, They say 
however that it will not be possible to complete them before 1st March, 
and perhaps not so soon. ‘They think $250 a small sum, and fear they 
will be unable to give solid silver scabbards for that money. There [sic] 
estimates will however determine it. 1 think Swords of that cost should. 
be sufficient, The device and inscription will also Le drawn up and 
forwarded to you in afew days, They think you should have mentioned 
the device and written the inscription, Probably the Arms of Hlinois 
with the word “ Monter[ely”” in a kind of scroll, with the words inscribed 
“Presented to Lieutenant John Pope by the State of Tllinofs in considera- 
tion &c.” I will however after seeing the Manufacturers again, write 
it out and send you. 

Very little has been done for a month past in refunding and for some 
days past nothing has come in. We have how ever been very busy in 
opening books for transfer, in trancribing our registers and attending 
to transfers. So little has been done in exchanging Bonds for the past 
month that I have concluded to include December & January in my 
next report, in as much as I have been obliged for want of time to defer 
it to this time. I hope this will be satisfactory to you 

phere ee ith Mr, ae 


his duties ries the past four Months have been very arduous. 1 wl 
make out my account in a few days and send you, with accounts of some 
transfer books &c. Liner een 1 am entitled to for services 
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&c it is proper to charge. I will make out the account soon and send 
you for your approbation. When both Transfer & Interest Agencies 
are united, this refunding can be done without much charge. 
‘My Jast letter to you was under date of Jany 13. 
I remain Dear Sir. 
Your Most Obedient Servt. 
Jorrus Wansworta 


New York February 1st 1848 
Hon. Avousrus C. Frenca Gove &c 
SPRINGrIELD 

Dear Sm: Herewith I send you transcripts of the register of Bonds 
& Scrip surrendered from the first of December to this date. I have 
showing but a small amount for the time. I have, however to day 
received nearly Three Hundred Thousand Dollars of Bonds to be 
refunded belonging to James Holford Esq. and as Mr. Leavitt is now 
paying interest and stamping payment on the Coupons of Jany 1848, 
I think many will bring in their Bonds before getting this instalment 
of Interest. I do not send you the transcript of Bonds issued for the 
reaton I before gave you. ‘The transcript of bonds surrendered actually 
shows all New Bonds issued, and answers all purposes for examination, 
T will send the transcript of Issues as fast as the sheets are full. My 
last letter to you was under date of 28th Jany. enclosing the New Stock 
as directed in your letter of Jany xsth.” 

The form of the shects I send you herewith will serve for you to enter 
Scrip surrendered to you and send forward for entry on our books at 
the time we issue the New Stock, 

The Scrip surrendered by B. Cole on the 16th Deer. as you will 
observe by reference to the transcript is of doubtful character and I am 
fearful is counterfeit, but not exactly certain. It was taken in and 
examined by Mr. Briggs who did not suspect it, but upon examining 
it for the purpose of canceling I was led to suspect it. Under the cir- 
cumstances I hardly know what to do and I only called upon the party 
surrendering it and said to him that I thought the Scrip was not good. 
T also said to Mr, Leavitt that I thought he had better for the present 
suspend paying any interest upon the Stock issued for it, and I as trans- 

* This letter is not found in the Letter-Books. 
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fer agent will of course refuse to transfer it. The matter stands in this 
way and I would like your instructions as to what course I had better 
adopt. Should you think best I would leave the matter open until you 
come on here and then you could examine the Scrip and determine what 
should be done, I have not and shall not cancel the scrip until the mat- 
ter is finally adjusted either for the party to surrender the Stock or other 
wise as you direct. 

T have nothing of particular interest to advise you of, The Five 
Dollars for subscription to Hunts Merchants Magazine was paid as 
directed and we have charged the same to your account. 

Tremain Dear Sir, with much regard 
Your Obt, Servt. 
Jourus Wapswortit 


New York March 18, 1848 


Hon. Avoustus C. Frence Gove. &c 
SPRINGTIELD 

Dean Str: I arrived in this City last evening from New Orleans 
having been absent twenty-eight days. I find your several letters of 


Feby. x1th, rgth, 16th, 17th, roth, & 28th," and have observed the 
answers made by my partner Mr. Sheldon, all of which is fully con- 
firmed. In relation to the Stock issued to B, Cole I can only say that 
I very much regret the occurrence and will use every effort in my power 
to get up the Stock and return the counterfeit Scrip. I hope no more 
of the Scrip taken in will prove bad but such a thing is not impossible 
as the distinction between the good and spurious was not sufficiently 
understood by Mr. Briggs. In relation to supplying the places of the 
numbers occupied by the Stock issued to B, Cole as suggested in your 
letter of 28th, I would suggest the propriety of omitting to fill these 
numbers until the Stock issued to B, Cole js taken up, and in doing so 
it need not cause any interruption in your record as you can Jeave their 
numbers without carrying out the name to whom issued or amount, and 
itean be filled in when other stock is issued besides we have only blank 
Stock that is numbered and in order to fill in for these numbers we shall 
have to strike out the numbers of the blanks made use of. Would it 
not be better to fill in these numbers some time when you are here. It 


“Only the letter of the roth is found in the Letter-Booka See ante, 164. 





LETTERS TO FRENCH, MARCH 28, 1848 273 


appears to me that no inconvenience can arise from the delay. In one 
of your letters [ observe that your remark that one of the returns is 
evidently full of errors or so transcribed as to baffle the ingenuity of 
your Clerk. Iam very sorry that you should so readily discover that 
the errors were so numerous, and I trust after more complete examina- 
tion you will find that such is not the case, I have taken great pains 
to have this business done with great accuracy and notwithstanding the 
peculiar nature and various kinds of Stock, Scrip &c received and issued 
Thad hoped and still think that the whole business will prove to be done 
with as few errors as could possibly be expected, and I do hope some allow- 
ances will be made by yourself, I hope to be able to have the business 
done satisfactorily and in a manner to give little or no cause of complaint 
‘if I cannot I do not by any means wish to have the business to attend to. 

Your remarks per yours of roth Feby.* relative to my account are 
duly noted and T have only to say in reply that whatever you may think 
proper to allow will be satisfactory, I wish however to observe that you 
have entirely underrated the amount of Iabor which had been done, in 
your remark that it would be hardly necessary to keep a continuous 
clerk, for I assure you that from the time you left up to the first of Jan- 
uary most of Mr. Briggs time had been occupied in receiving in and 
issuing Bonds, in transcribing our registers sent you, in opening the 
transfer Ledgers, and in furnishing Mr, Leavitt with the necessary 
transcripts, copies of numbers &c &c, The amount you propose to 
allow for the transfer agency &c is as I suggested and was as I supposed 
before understood. In relation to the interest Agency I have only to 
say that whatever compensation may be deemed suitable to fix for that 
service, I should be willing to accept, either by a fixed salary or by using 
the money which remains on hand. I had supposed that a salary of 
1200 Dollars a year for cach the transfer and the interest agency would 
be about such a compensation as would be suitable, this would allow 
$1200 pr year for clerk hire and $1200 for my individual attention, office 
use, responsibility &e &c, 

You remark that the interest agency must pay for itself, by which I 
suppose you mean that the use of the money should be considered a 
sufficient compensation, and J am of the opinion that this would be fully 
equivalent to a salary of $r200—and if 20 this would be satisfactory. 

As to the security you suggest I do not know how that could be 


* Amie, 265. 
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accomplished as I do not presume any Bank would become liable for 
moneys paid out by a State Agent unless each check could be accom- 
panied with proof of the application of the money to pay interest and 
this would be a difficult business which J hardly think a Bank would 
‘be willing to submit to, besides Interest on deposites are rare occurrence 
for Banks to allow and usually a very low rate. I could if it would be 
satisfactory give a bond signed by some of the best men in Illinois. 
You remark that you have offers from other partics to do the business 
upon terms you suggest. In reply to this I wish to repeat what I have 
before said that the amount allowed for service rendered the State is 
not the main object with me, at the same time if the price for doing the 
business is. a matter of bargain [am not disposed to come in competition 
with other parties, I have as yet had but little time to lock over matters 
since my return, and after doing go will write you again if there is any 


thing requiring it. 
T remain Dear Sir 
Your Mos. Obt. Servant 
Jettvs Wavsworrt 


New Yor April rst 1848 
His Excetnrzncy 
Avousrus C, Franc Governor 
Sprinorretp Tits. 

Dear Str: I had this pleasure under date of the 18th March, 
And since am in receipt of your favors of rath & rsth ult, the 
latter addressed to Mr. Sheldon. 1 have been confined to my room 
from illness most of the time since my last, otherwise would have written 
you relative to the B. Cole Stock. I have now however succeeded in 
‘getting up the Stock from Mr. Sistaire to whom it was originally given 
and have returned the counterfeit Scrip to him. Since the Stock has 
been received we have not received Scrip or Bonds for which we could 
reissue the same as was issued to B Cole, My intention js to alter the 

me Scrip when an amount of Bonds or Scrip 
so that we can make the amounts of these interest bonds work 
save us the ‘inconvenience of allering numbers of Stock 
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understand that both the principal and interest Bonds will be the same 
numbers, amounts &c, excepting the name of party to whom Issued, 
and for what issued. Which T will advise you as soon as we have reissued 
them, Which will be J trust in a day or two. 

‘The Swords for Licuta. Pope & Scarritt are now nearly ready and 
are very beautiful & will I think be creditable to the State. As soon a5 
they are ready 1 will improye the first good opportunity to send them to 
Springfield probably by way of Chicago. 

Tobserve your remarks about remittance for my acct. and for paying 
for the Swords, and when received will be applied as directed. 

When J receive your directions relative to auditing Mr, Leavitts 
sect. I will attend to it with my best discretion under such instructions 
as you are pleased to give me. Mr. Leavitt has mentioned to me that 
he has requested you to withdraw the agency from him say as early as you 
come on here which be supposes will be in May. You will perhaps 
think it best to delay auditing the acct, until you change the Agency, 
when a full settlement can be made with Mr. Leavitt. 

I find that of the 1999 principal Bonds which were left signed by 
you and the Treasurer, that 1739 have been issued (including the three 
to B. Cole) consequently there remains but 260 not used. 

Of the 1000 interest Bonds 769 have been used (including the two 
to B, Cole) leaving on hand 23x not used. Of the irregular amounts only 
11 have been used, say No. 2000 to 2010 inclusive. You sent me two 
books of these one of which is used for transfers of irregular amts. and 
out af this one you took 63 before sending the books to me. 

There are two books of Interest Bonds here signed only by the 
Treasurer. The foregoing statement embraces all the Blanks left by 
you, not including one book of principal and one book of Interest blanks 
which are used for transfers, 

It is not probable that we shall want any more blanks until you arrive 
here should that take place as early as ast May, You will of course 
bring some on with you ready executed by the Treasurer. I sent you 
by todays mail transcripts of all Bonds, Scrip &e surrendered, and all 
new Stock issued since the last return & up to this time which 1 hope 
you will find correct & satisfactory. 

I remain Dear Sir 
Your Mo. Obt. Servant 
Jourus Wansworrn 
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Copy of Letter from James Holford Esq. to Mr. J. Wadsworth 
New York qth April 1848 

Mg. Justus WapsworTs 
New Yorn 

Dear Ste: As Agent of the State of Ilinoix for the refunding of 
their Stock, I beg leave to ask you a few questions. In the year 1842, 
‘Messes, Macalister & Stebbins purchased from my house Holford 
Bunker & Co, Sterling Exchange amounting to about $135,000 to be 
paid at a future day hypothecating 3rx Bonds of the State of Illinois 
together with Scrip for about $65,000. last year T made an arrangement 
with them a3 you know to deliver up all these securities & to take in 
liquidation of my account a certain number of the Bonds of the State 
called “Liquidation Bonds.” 

Mess. Macalister & Stebbins having failed to carry out the agreement 
& as I see no prospect of making any futher arrangement with them 1 
have determined according to my stipulations with them to sell all the 
property at public Auction but before proceeding to do this it will he 
necessary for me to know if the Scrip after it has been sold by auction 
can meet with any obstacles from you to convert it into Certificates of 
the State, You will oblige me by answering if you have any express 
orders not to convert any scrip hypothecated by Macalister & Stebbins 
to any one, & if you have no express orders, what line of eonduct you 
would think right to pursue if any of the Scrip which T now hold shall 
be presented to you for conversion, whether it shall belong to Macalister 
& Stebbins or to the State of ilinois. I have very good reason to think 
that the whole of the Scrip is the individual property of Messrs, Macalister 
& Stebbins. 

Tam Respectfully 
James Hotrorn 


to Mr. Jas. Holford 
New York, April 5, 1848 


re me your letter of yesterday relative to 
' State of Illinois hypothecated with you by Messrs, 
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Macalister & Stebbins in 1842. I will refer you to the several laws of 
the State of Tlinois relative to the Macalister & Stebbins Bonds &c also 
the law passed at the last session of the Legislature providing for the 
refunding of the State debt, for the necessary information relative to 
these matters. 

‘Your refusal to submit the Bonds & Scrip referred to for my exami- 
ination will prevent a direct reply to your first interrogatory, and I can 
only add that from the Impression T have of the Character of the Bonds 
& Scrip you refer to, it is not probable I should feel authorised to issue 
New Stock for them. 

Tn reply to your second interrogatory, I answer that my instructions 
are of such a character that under existing circumstances I should decline 
receiving and refunding any portion of Bonds & Scrip hypothecated 
with you by Messrs. Macalister & Stebbins, My line of conduct in 
relation to the matter “should the securities be presented to me for 
conversion” would be regulated by instructions from the Governor to 
whom the matter would be referred for special instructions 

Tam very Respectfully 
Yours & 
Juutes Wavswort 
Agt. of Illinois 


New York, April rath, 1843 


How. Aucustus C. Frencu Gover &c 
‘SyRincreiy 

Dear Sir: Your favor of 31st ulto." came to hand yesterday, also 
your letter of same date to Mr, Sheldon, The package containing 800 
Dolls, Counterfeit Scrip is also received. I hope I shall be able to get 
the same exchanged with the parties and think that the 7 that were 
received from a party in the City will be exchanged, but one was received 
from a party whom there may be difficulty in finding. I will do the best 
T can, 

In relation to the blank $1000 Bonds, I will as you request get two 
books from the Engravers & forward to Chicago, with the Swords, in a 
few days, & if a private opportunity does not present in a few days, will 
forward by Express. Mr, Leavitt leaves for Chicago today or tomorrow 

"This letter Is not found In the Letter-Dooks, 
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and I will try to get him to take the blank Books, but could not expect 
him to take charge of the Swords. 

In relation to the Interest Agency and the manner of securing the 
State, I must say that I do not exactly comprehend what you wish, when 
you enquire where we wish the money deposited. 

We (Wadsworth & Sheldon) keep accts. at more than one bank & 
shall probably have four Bank accts. the Bank of Commerce of the num- 
ber. All the Banks with which we have accounts, are entirely sound 
and safe, 1 do not however sce what the particular object of this inquiry 
is, as I proposed to give the State ample security for moneys placed in 
my hands, and shall be pledged to pay interest on stock or Bonds on 
application of the holders, this is I suppose all the State requires or would 
ask. We shall of course deposite all moneys we receive from the State 
in some Bank and draw checks for payment of Interest. We should 
however expect to make use of a portion of these funds from time to time 
as we might require and as might be to our interest, always however 
having a fair amount to draw against for payments of Interest. This 
is the only advantage we could derive from the agency the use of a portion 
of the money, and is the only way that we can derive any profit from it 
as a compensation for our services, as no bank allows interest on balances 
of funds in their hands, when parties are daily checking for money, 
and they would not particularly when so many very small checks are 
paid by them. Banks sometimes allow interest on deposites of 3 or 4 
per cent, where considerable amounts are left for some time. 

Should you determine to appoint myself or the firm of Wadsworth 
& Sheldon, agents, you will have a3 security first ourselves, which I 
trust will be good for say $150,000— Then I would procure a bond 
signed by some of my friends in Chicago, whose names 1 will suggest 
below adding that T have not made application to any of them but have 
no question that those parties or others equally good will sign my bond, 
Vie— 

‘Thomas Dyer, Elisha S. Wadsworth, Francis C. Sherman, Mark 
Skinner,t Hugh T. Dickey,? & others if required. The bond would of 
course be fixed at a reasonable amount. 

‘The above parties are good for $250,000, which with the liability 

* Mark Skinner: born September 15, 1815, at Manchester, Vermont; x835, graduated 
aes July, 2836, removed to Chicago; 1859, licensed to practice law; 


ipson Dickey: born May 30, 1811. in New York City; graduate of Col- 
sumbla College a nlttd to bar ‘1840, settled in Chicuro; 1845. appointed judo of Cook 
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of Wadsworth & Sheldon should I think be deemed ample security for 
any funds which might be in our hands and which would not probably 
at any time exceed 50,900 to $100,000, and usually much lower. 
1 remain Dear Sir Your Obt Servt. 
Jortvs Wapsworrt 


New York April agth 1848 
Hon, Aucusrus C. Feencie 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: I have duly received your valued favors of 13th r7th & 
Toth inst. and take due note of the contents.* 

Thave just succeeded in adjusting the B. Cole matter the same party 
having surrendered 3000 Dolls. of other Scrip in exchange for the counter- 
feit. I hand you herewith statement of the same and you can cause the 
proper entries to be made in your registers in Springfield. I have on the 
Books entered this Serip in the same place that the other was simply 
altering the numbers, and leaving the amt. of interest &c the same, 
the variation was but some few dollars, and I preferred not to alter the 
amt of the bonds originally issued, I hand with the statement the can- 
celed Scrip which can be placed with the other, The other scrip you 
returned I have not yet been able to get changed and fear I may not 
succeed, will however do the best T can. 

I fully understood that all the so called Macalister & Stebbins Bonds 
would not be funded, but my object in writing you on the subject was 
to understand fully how other State Securities lodged with Macalister 
& Stebbins would be viewed. I now understand from your letter that 
none but those signed by Thos. Carlin, Governor are to be refused when 


March 10, 1840, became city attorney of Chicago; master 
Lee are representative in the General Asa 


& 
the Chicago Marine & Fire Insurance Company, and the Gas Light and Coke Company 
(Bateman and Selby, Historical Rneyelopedia of Illinois, xqas; History of Cock County, 
A. T. Andreas, Chicago, 1884). 


County; December 4, 1848—May 24, 1853, judge of Seventh Circuit; 1855, returned to 
‘New York City where he died June 2, 1892 (Bateman and Selby, Historical Eneydopedia 
of Iiingis, 1905). 

* None of these lettors are found in the Letter. Books 
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offered forfunding. [have not said so to Mr. Holford, as he has written 
you on the subject and I prefer to have him get your answer on the sub- 
ject. He hasnot yet got the injunction from his sale, but expects to soon, 
and will then proceed to sell. I shall forward you on the 1st prox. 
transcript of the books to that date, 

1 fully appreciate your views relative to the appointment of myself 
as Agent for the payment of interest, and can see that it is good policy 
to have it understood that the payments are managed by me through 
some Bank. Wadsworth & Sheldon keep accts. at the American 
Exchange Bank, Bank of Commerce, and Bank of America, and I will 
designate the Bank to you soon at which we will pay the interest, it will 
be either the Bank of Commerce or Bank of America either will no doubt 
satisfy all parties, 

T have made and executed with Mr, Sheldon a bond in the terms 
directed by you and will forward it to Chicago for the sureties to add their 
bond names. I will ask Mr. Skinner to forward it to you. 

I feel highly gratified with the appointment, and with the terms of 
preference you have chosen to express and trust you may not have cause 
to regret the appointment. 

You will of course see that it will be an object with us to have as 
large an amount in our hands at all times as possible, and I wish you 
would in our behalf have funds forwarded as soon as collected by the 
State, when it can be done without detriment to the interest of the State. 
Tt can be of no value to the State to have the money remain in the treas- 
ury at Springfield, whilst to us it will he of service even if we have no 
use for it by being to our credit in you will endeavor to favor 
aba Gla nape Al det really nd will fully appreciate it, 

I learn by telegraphic reports that the convention has nominated 
the present int it as candidate for Governor, and I beg to tender 
you my congratulations. 

T remain Dear Sir 
Your Humble Servt. 
Jourvs Wavsworrn 


P.S. Mr, Dyer may aid you in making remittance. J. W. 
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New York May oth 1838 
How Aucustus C. Frence Governor &c 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Sm: Your valued favor of April 29th came to hand yesterday 
covering remittance as follows— 

Draft E, W, Clark & Bros. on E, W. Clark Dodge & Co $1500, 
“Loker Renick & Co “ Am, Exchg, Bank 108.15 
Sixteen hundred and eight 15/100 Dollars $1608. 15 

‘This amount has been placed to the credit of the State of Llinois with 
Julius Wadsworth on the books of Wadsworth & Sheldon, and that 
account debited with the acct of Gay & Wadsworth, nine hundred & 
fifty one 25/100 ($951 25/.) also Five Hundred Dollars paid to Messrs 
Ball Tompkins & Black for two Swords manufactured for the State, 
and one or two other items which will appear in statement of acct. for- 
warded herewith, 

T enclose you the account of Gay & Wadsworth receipted, also the 
Bill for Swords, and a receipt for the remittance acknowledged above, 
as requested by your Excellency. 

You will observe by the statement of acct. that all items of expendi~ 
ture have been brought into one general account with the State. If 
you require a distinction in the accts. between the refunding and trans- 
ferring, and hereafter in the Interest Agency, you will please signify the 
same to me and it will be done. 

L remain, Dear Sir 
Your Obt. Servt. 
Jouutus Wansworte 


New Yor, May 18th 1848 

How. Aucustus C. Frence: 
SPRINGFIELD 
Tuumors 

Dear Str: | had this pleasure on the oth inst. and am not since that 
date in possession of any favors from your Excellency. 

1 enclose herewith a $100 Scrip received from H. W. Rosenbaum 
in exchange for a counterfeit one of the same amt. retumed some time 
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since. If this is substituted in your register in the place of the one 
returned it will make that matter right. The 7 returned and which were 
taken from Mr. Milne of Cincinnati are not yet exchanged and there 
may be considerable delay in getting the exchange. 

Tam getting to want the Blank Certificates which were sent out for 
signing, and hope you will forward them at once by express if you have 
not sent them already. 

T have but 50 blanks left and a party presented s1 Bonds yesterday 
for exchange, but deferred it until I can get the blanks from 

T trust ere this you are in passession of my bond which T advised you 
Thad forwarded to Chicago to be sent to Springfield. I would like to be 
informed of the amount of money which will be forwarded for the July 
payment as early as possible. Also the Amt. on which it is to be divided. 
Tt should be divided not only upon the amount which it has heretofore 
been divided upon but to that amt. should be added the whole amount 
of Scrip outstanding Internal Improvement and Canal for the reason 
that the bonds which are given for the Scrip are all dated July rst 1847, 
and whenever issued will draw dividends from that date. Mr, Leavitt 
who retumed yesterday from Illinois has just called upon me to inquire 
when the change in the agency will take place, he wishes it done as soon 
as possible as he says it occupies a good deal of his time and his Clerks. 

He wishes me also to inform you that there has been a change in 
the firm in London who have heretofore acted as Agents of Illinois in 
paying interest. The firm is now Matheson & Co, instead of Magniac 
‘Jardine & Co, I shall of course be guided by your instructions in remit- 
ting to this house, Mr. Leavitt thinks that remittances should be 
made at least to pay upon Canal Bonds held there. This may be well, 
but have before written you I do not think it would be policy to 

payments on Inter Imp. Bonds, 
Canal Bonds held there I do not know, but presume 
arrived at pretty nearly. 
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New York June gth 1848 


To His EXxceLLency 
Avoustus C. Frenca 
SrRINGFIELD 

Deak Sir: I have duly received your valued favors of the following 
dates, May 2oth, 29th, & 3rst,* and the appointment of Wadsworth & 
Sheldon as Interest Agents, with your letter advising the same, also the 
letter of Enoch Moore of 31st ult. advising the forwarding of 63 blank 
Bonds, which have come to hand. . . . 

T will also call upon Mr, Leavitt for his account and shall show him 
your letter as my authority for doing so, You may have instructed him 
to render his acct. and pay over any balances he may have to me. If not 
he may require an order from you to that effect. Your letter to me he 
may however think sufficient. 1 will write you soon relative to ft, In 
the mean time T await your advice and remittances, and remain 

Dear Sir, 
Your Obdt Syt. 
Jutrus Wapsworta 


New York June rath 1848 


Hon Aucusrus C. Frexct Governor 
Sprincrinty 

Dxar St: I wrote you on the gth inst. and have this moming 
received your favor of 3d inst,* with remittance of draft on the U. S, 
‘Treasury for $15,510—say Fifteen Thousand Five hundred & ten Dollars. 

‘This amt. I have collected. The firm of Wadsworth & Sheldon 
make their deposites at the Bank of Commerce, and will make all pay- 
ments of interest for the State of Illinois by checks on that Bank. No 
connection in this matter will be had with Mr, Leavitt or his Bank. 

I observe that you have given no instructions about remitting to 
London for the payment of July Interest. Tt is time the remittance was 
made, I shall however await your special directions as to the amt, to 
remit, and the party to whom remittance shall be made, I presume 
the whole amount I now have will be required here the first week in 
July, and it would not do to remit any portion of this to England. Mr, 

“These letters are not found In the Letter-Books, 
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Leavitt is preparing his acts. for a settlement which will be ready in a 
few days. [ will then advise you and forward the papers by first oppor= 
tunity if not by mail. I fear the bulk will be rather too large to go by 
mail, Mr, Leavitt has some two thousand dollars still in his hands to 
turn over to me when the accts. are closed I enclose receipt for the 
remittance above acknowledged, and remain 
Dear Sir 
Your Obdt. Svt. 
Jouros WapsworTe 


New York, July rst 1848 
Hon. Aucusrus C. Faexca Governor & 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sie: T hand you herewith a transcript of the registers of Bonds: 
& Scrip surrendered and Stock & Interest Bonds Issued up to this date. 
‘The amount which has been funded during the past month has been 
small but I think some large amounts will be funded after the July 
interest is paid. 

Your letter of June c6th* was duly received, also the commission of 
Wadsworth & Sheldon. ‘The account of Mr. Leavitt hus been audited 
and his a/c current with part of his vouchers forwarded to you by mail 
on the 22nd Ulto. with my letter of same date.* I refer you to that letter 
for my views relative to the dividend to be made for July 1848. Since 
writing that letter, your letter to Wadsworth & Sheldon has come to 

\vising the dividend for July to be made on $60,000, and divided 


avitt as I before wrote you will show a heavy 
of 1841, Equal to 339,000 Dollars of Bonds, 
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tions to make this payment, Presuming that you was not aware at 
the time of instructing us to divide the $60,000 on 9,700,000, the July 
Coupons of 184: amounted to s0 much, Wadsworth & Sheldon upon 
my special advice determined to divide the $6,000 on $10,000,000, 
making the payment $6. on each $rooo, the same as last January. I 
took this liberty not doubting that you would approve of it, and for 
reasons set forth in my letter of the 2and ult. 

‘There appears to be coupons of 1840 outstanding, ‘There has been 
presented a considerable amount of Illinois & Michigan Canal Coupons 
of that year, asking for payment upon them, ‘This of course T should 
not pay without special instructions from you. 

Mr, Leavitt has requested me to ask you specially what will be your 
instructions relative to those back Coupons, and you will much oblige 
both him and me by giving your special views or instructions. I fear 
there are more coupons outstanding of dates prior to Jany 1842 than 
any of us are aware. If the amount was small it would not be amiss to 
pay them up at once and cancel them. 

‘The largest amount of these 1840 Coupons were presented by Mr. 
‘Tileston of Quincy Ills. 

Tremain Dear Sir 
Your Obt. Svt 
Jutius Wansworte 
Agent for Refunding 


New Yor July 3d 1848 

Hox, Avcustus C, Frencn Goyr, &c, 
Sprinoricin 

Drax Six: We duly received your letter of 25° ulto sugyesting that 
we make a diyidend of 65,000 Dollars instead of $60,coo as you had 
before advised ust This letter is too late as we had already prepared 
‘our books, and procured a Stamp, and advertised that the payment would 
be $6. on each $ros00. One Mr. W, (the writer) wrote you on the 
rst inst.* relative to the dividend also with reference to the payment on 
the July Coupons of 184r and prior unpaid coupons, and we shall look 
for your instructionsin reply. We would suggest for your determination 

* See ante, 174. 

"See ante, 284. 
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the entire payment of the Coupons of July 1841, there remains due upon 
each one on which the four dividends have been paid $9 88/. It would. 
save much trouble if you would instruct us to pay in full those coupons 
rather than stamp the $6. upon them and having the balance $3 $8/ 


We make this suggestion for the reason that you appear to hare 
sufficient funds, and this increased payment on those coupons would 
partially absorb the $5,000, not divided—and should the amount out- 
standing be more than has yet been presented, it might absorb the whole 
$5000 and even more. 

We hope daily to receive the remittance you refer to as we shall 
soon, from present appearances, be out of funds belonging to the State. 
Will you please write us with out delay, and much oblige 

Your Obdt, Svts. 
Wapswortn & Sirenpon 
Interest Agents 


New York, July 7th 1848 

How, Avo, C, Frexctr 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: We have received from Messrs, B. C, Webster & Co. 
pr letter dated St Louis June 27th the following drafts for account of 
the State of TMinois— 
E,W. Clark & Bros. on Clark Dodge & Co. at sight 
Same ats days sight 9,000 
Say Thirty Thousand Dollars Sge\c00 

We will forward you our receipt for the whole amount when the 
Nine thousand dollar paid, it falls due on the 13th inst. We 
Jook for a letter from you directions relative to remittance to Lon- 
don. We are not ware of what the arrangements with the Agents in 
London are, will therefore act under your inatructions, We know 
nothing of the responstbility of Matheson & Co. who are the successors 
of Magniae Jardine & Co. and shall not of course assume any Viability 
further than to purchase bills to remit to them. ‘The rate of Exchange 
is now high say 10 to 119% premium. 

We are now very busy in paying interest, have already paid out 
nearly Twenty Thousand Dollars, and from present prospect may be 





LETTERS TO FRENCH, JULY 13, 1848 287 


called upon for as much more within the next week. Considerable has 
been paid on Coupons which have not before been presented, which 
absorbs moncy pretty fast; five payments being duc on each Coupon not 
before paid upon. We are not paying upon July Coupon of 1847, and 
will wait your instructions whether to pay them in full or not, We 
find that most of these coupons are for a whole years interest, such being 
the case it would take too large an amount of money to take them up in 
full, the Coupons being $60—instead of 30 Dollars, they are also Sterling 
bonds and I observe that Mr. Leavitt allowed exchange of about 9} 
pr cent upon the money in his payments, this I suppose is proper but 
it makes an expensive payment. 

We hope you will soon forward further funds, especially for the 
former payments, as we have no funds properly applicable to the pay- 
ments on former instalments, 

‘The amount of deficiency is as we before wrote you $14,564,60. 

We shall write you further on hearing from you, and remain very 
truly 

: Your Obt, Svts. 

Wansworta & SieLpon 
Interest Agents 


New York July 13th 1848 


How. Avoustes C. Frencrr 
Governor or Intinois: 

Dear Six: We have duly received the favors of your Excellency 
hearing date the agth & 3oth ulto.*. We now hand you our receipt for 
the $30,000 the amount remitted by B. C. Webster & Co. from S Louis, 
The draft for $9,000, falls due to day, and with the sight draft of $21,000, 
makes up the sum $30,000— 

‘We are daily much occupied in paying the interest on the Bonds and 
have already paid out more than one half of all the money placed with us. 

By your letter you instruct us to forward $18,coo to Messrs. Matheson 
& Co, of London, which we will do, We will remit say £2000 Sterling, 
by the first Steamer, and the balance to make up $18,000 in the course 
of two or three weeks which will be in ample time for them to pay out 
as it will take them some time to prepare, give notice &e. We would 
remit the whole $18,000 by the first Steamer if it would make the least 

* These letters are not found In the Letter-Books, 
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difference but we think it may be well to hold back a part of it as from 
present appearances we shall be out of funds ourselves, and a little 
delay in remitting a part of the funds to M. & C. will give time for funds 
to come from you. It would be unfortunate for us to be obliged to sus- 
pend the payment of Interest for want of funds, and we will not do so 
unless we find the calls so much beyond the amt, of funds in our hands 
that we cannot conveniently advance the money, There is more than 
usual promptness in calling for interest now, and many bonds and cou- 
pons are presented for all the payments, none having been heretofore 
paid. This shows the importance of having the funds for each dividend 
kept separate, and we would sugyest that you remit the deficiencies 
to make up the original amounts independent of the present payment 
of $60,cco—The amts, of deficit we gave you in a former letter. 

‘We have this morning received through Mr. Leavitt a package of 
‘vouchers accompanied by a letter from Messrs. Matheson & Co. with 
statement of payments on a/c of the last dividend. As soon as we can 
see Mr. Leavitt and get an explanation of the matter we will forward 
the vouchers and acct. to you. We know nothing of the situation of 
accts, between the State and Magniac Jardine & Co, other than appears 
by the accts of Mr. Leavitt which have been audited and forwarded with 
the vouchers to you. It appears by their letter (a copy of which is 
inclosed) that the payment for the last January dividend was not com- 
aa ai Way Ss Mes Sng 


We Pemabe: eee Sir 
‘Your Most, Obt. Svts. 
Wansworta & SHELDON 


Tat. Agents 


New York July 20, 1848" 


receipt of your letter of the 1oth* inst. 
ons of July 1840 and July 1:84. We 
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await your direction relative to what payment, if any, we shall make on 
those of July 1841. We find that the Coupons which were presented 
by Mr. John ‘Tileston former Fund Commissioner, are now held and 
owned by Mr. Leavitt. We presume purchased by Mr, L, since Mr, 
T. presented them. ‘They were we learn held by some party in England 
in pledge or otherwise and sent out to Mr, Tileston—there are 60 in 
number as follows, No, 1076 to 1100, 1116 to 1130, 1208 to 1220, They 
are Tilinois and Michigan Canal Bonds, and the Coupons signed J. D. 
Whitesides Treasurer, due July 1840. 

‘Mr, Leavitt thinks that these are nearly or quite all that are out- 
standing and thinks he is entitled to payment. We can learn nothing 
further in relation to those coupons which can bear upon the case, either 
suspiciously or other wise. Any further inquiries you are pleased to 
make we will endeavor to follow up. 

We remitted by the last Steamer Two Thousand Pounds Sterling 
to Messrs. Matheson & Co. London, the bills are at sight (not 60 days 
sight as heretofore remitted) the rate of Exchange paid was 11% amounts 
to $9,866 66/. We shall defer remitting the remainder until we receive 
funds fom you. We have sufficient on hand to make up the balance 
you instructed us to send. 

We remain Dear Sir 
Your Obt. Svts. 
WapsworTe & SHELDON 
Tat. Agts 


New Yorx July 20, 1848 


Aucustus C, Frencu 
Governor &c 

Dear Sm: There are several parties holding large amounts of 
Internal Improvement Bonds in England and on the Continent who are 
desirous of getting them refunded but delay doing so in consequence 
of the risk attending their transmission to this Country. 

Mess. James G. King & Sons have I believe written you on the sub- 
ject, suggesting that an Agent be sent out for the purpose of making the 
Exchange there. This plan you can judge of the expediency of adopt- 
ing. I would however with due deference suggest another plan which 
it appears to me can be adopted to effect the same object without 
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expense to the State, and at no hazard of ultimate loss to either party— 
ns follows; 

Let your Excellency issue to the Agent for refunding the State debt 
(provided you feel authorised to do so) an order in due form instructing 
him to issue new Stock to parties residing in Europe on their presenting: 
the Bonds to be funded, or in case of proof being furnished that the 
bonds have been lost or destroyed in transmission.' Conditioned that the 
holders have a full registry of the Bonds made and certified by a consul 
of the United States (or such other officer as you may deem best) and 
seal the same up (the Consul to Seal) in a package addressed to the 
Agent in New York for funding the debt of Illinois. The registry to 
be complete, with date numbers, amounts &c, This special order you 
can forward to me, drawn up in such form as you may think fit and 
having a seal or the signature of the Secretary of State, or otherwise. 

‘This order I can furnish copies of to be transmitted by Agents here 
to their friends in Europe, as their guide in forwarding Bonds. 

I submit this for your approval or disapproval, and remain with 
much respect, Dear Sir, Your Obt Servt 

Joxsus Wansworrs, 
Agent of Tlinois 


New York August ad 1848 
ostus C, Frencn GovERNon 


Dear Six: 1 maa herewith a package of vouchers handed me 
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T have also enclosed a package addressed to you today, covering 
the vouchers of Mr, Leavitt for payments made on a/c of first and sec- 
‘ond instalments of interest paid by him, also the vouchers for four pay- 
ments on the July Coupons of i844. 

‘There remains [sic] two books of vouchers say for third and fourth 
instalments, which J will make a package of and forward tomorrow 
with the copy of vouchers for payments for first instalment on the ''New 
Toternal Improvement Stock” 

Tremain dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt, Svt. 
Jotiws Wanswort 


P.S. Amt. of remittance mace today to Matheson & Co. £1500 
Stg. ¢ 10}% $7366.67— 


New York August 21. 1848 
His Excentency 
Aveusrus C, Frencn Gov. 
SprINGeiELy Itt, 

Dear Str: Enclosed permit us to hand you a memorandum of 
payments by Messrs. Matheson & Co. on act. [linois Mill Tax, and the 
youchers for the same, to the amount of £39~3-5, which have been this 
day banded us by Mr. Leavitt. 

We are also in receipt of a letter from Messrs, Matheson & Co, 
acknowledging the receipt of the 2000 in which they say as soon as they 
receive the further sum spoken of by us, they shall advertise the payment 
of the fifth instalment, 

Mr. Mather has called upon us to fund some 21,000 Internal Impro, 
B’ds. they are issued under awards by the Arbitrators, to the State 
Bank, and bearing interest from 1843, and he wished us to write and 
get authority from you to fund them, as he said he has had conversation 
with you in relation to these bonds, and that you consented to have them 
funded, but that he presumed you in your press of business had for- 


gotten to write us. 
Yours Respectfully 
Wapsworrn & SHELpoN 
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New York November 24, 1848 
‘His Excetency 
Avoustus C. Frenct Govr. & 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: We are duly in receipt of your Excellency’s favor of the 
rith inst.* also of two letters of same date signed ““E, Moore" one con- 
taining a draft for Four Thousand Dollars, on account of Interest fund 
for January 1849, and the other advising the enclosure of the same. 
‘We hand you enclosed our receipt for said remittance ($4,000) 

We take due note of your remarks relative to Mr, Leavitt's sugges- 
tions with regard to payments of interest on the Canal Bonds of 1847; 
also relative to Coupons for 1840 unpaid interest and have nothing to 
add on the subject but shall continue to act as under former instructions, 

We find there are some Coupons of Feby xst, 1841 outstanding, they 
belong to the Stock for Public Buildings. We do not pay interest on 
these presuming they come under the directions previously issued, to 
pay on no old coupons except the coupons of July ist 1841. We 
presume further remittance will soon be made for the January interest 
and hope the amount may be sufficient to pay as much as $6. the same 


as paid for July. This would require $65,000, divided on 10,500,000 
Dollars which will be as small amount as can safely be divided upon. 
You will of course advise us sufficiently Early and remit the whole as 
soon as it may be received into the treasury, 
‘We remain Your Mo. Obt, Svts, 
WanswortH & SHELDON 
Toterest Agents 


Sprincrrmtp Aug, 24th 1848 


Avs. C, Frence 
per E, Moore 


etter is not found in the Letter-Books. 
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Nuw Yors Sept, rrth 1848 
Hon, Avousrus C. Frencu 
SprINGrretp 
Dear Sm: We hand you above a copy of a letter we received a 
few days since, covering a draft of Canal & Banking Co. of New Orleans 
on the Bank of Commerce in this City for Three Thousand Dollars 
which amt. we have placed to the Credit of the State, as we suppose it 
is designed to be placed to the fund for the payment of interest but the 
letter is without any instruction of the object, and as we are not aware 
whether it is designed for the next instalment or to be added to the gen- 
eral fund we will defer sending you the receipt until we hear further from 
you, and then if it is your wish we will include the two hundred dollars 
received from Chicago for your credit in the same receipt. We shall 
be very glad to be receiving further amounts of funds as you may deem 
best to forward in anticipation of the payment of interest for January. 
‘The blank interest bonds are not yet received. 
We remain Your Mo. Obt. Svts 
Wanswortn & SHELDON 


P.S. Thave given canceled bonds to Mr. Webster 
J. Wavsworta 


New_York, December and 1848 
Dear Sm: I wrote you yesterday,t and enclosed you my returms 
for bonds &c refunded to rst Decr, 48. all of which T trust will upon 
examination be found correct. I also enclosed my acct. as transfer 
Agent for the year ending 1st January. Which I hope you will approve 
and return without delay. I have footed the amts. of the “New Stock” 
and Interest Bonds issued and find the whole as followe— 


“New Internal Improvement Stock” 
Interest Bonds 3,101,057,19 
Tn my letter of yesterday I mentioned that a considirable amount was 
now on the way from Europe for exchange and I think you can safely 
* This letter fs not found In the Letter-Books, 
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calculate that our four Millions will have been funded on the first of 
January or the meeting of the Legislature. I have before suggested 
the propriety of a slight change in the law for refunding and would 
now suggest that as early a8 possible after the meeting of the Legis- 
fature there be an amendment passed authorising the issue of certificates 
of not less than 3oo Dolls (instead of 500 Dolls.) for arrears of interest, 

‘There are several parties owning single bonds who want to fund. 
Some have been forwarded from Europe with Consular certificates &c 
and the early passage of that amendment will save several parties con- 
siderable inconvenience, I would not recommend the passage of a law 
extending the time for refunding, until the very last days of the session, 
for the reason that many parties are holding on to their bonds antici- 
pating an extension, or an alteration in the law, and I would like the 
time to expire as nearly as possible before the extension is given in order 
to oblige these parties to come in with their bonds. I am satisfied that 
nearly all the bonds will come in if the impression does not get current 
‘that more time will be given. 

T am anxious to know what amount there will be for the payment of 
the January interest, and wish you would advise as early as possible. 
1 wrote you some days since that 65,000 would be required to divide 

‘an each $1000, If there will n be this amount I hope at all events 


necessary 
You can scarcely conceive of the fang 
Loh goes for fn the constitution, and bas! openly denounce 


money to he up their bonds in 
1c gradual reduction of the prin- 
Many people even now 

to apply ‘on the interest, and 

1 disappointed. T egret exceed 


for more reasons than one. 


struck for $30,000. See ante, 199; fost, 296. 
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transferable, and any one certificate may be transferred an indefinite 
number of times even within one year, It would therefore be necessary 
to call in all the certificates and issue new ones for the amt, less the amt. 
paid each year, and this would involve an intricacy in the acets. embra- 
cing the interest arrears, which would be very embarrassing, T do not 
however see any other practicable method, this however is very objection- 
able on account of the labor and expense, You are aware of course 
that in this process an entire set of blank Certificates would be neces- 
sary for the entire debt, every year. 1 am exceedingly desirous that by 
some process this may yet be so changed as to be applicable to the pay- 
ment of interest, as this tax with the mill & a half tax would nearly or 
quite pay the entire annual interest on the “New Internal Improve- 
ment” Debt, 2 

Is it not possible for the Legislature to pass an amendment to the 
Constitution at this session, and submit it to the people and get it 
approved before next January, (Jany 1st 1850) providing that the two 
mill tax may be applicable to the payment of interest. 

Tt appears to me that such a step would meet with the approbation 
of almost the entire State, and the effect of it would be to place the 
credit of the State as well os the integrity of the State on a 
high and honorable footing before the world. The present plan 
as provided by the Constitution will for many years embarrass the State, 
and will be a stain upon her name which will last until the last mill of 
the debt is discharged, I will not enlarge upon this subject, but hope 
the considerations presented may influence your Excellency to place the 
subject before the Legislature or some of its influential members in 
such @ manner as to secure some prompt and effective action upon ft, 

T have the honor to remain Dear Sir 
Your Most humble Servant 
Joutus Wapsworta 
Agent for refunding the State Debt 
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New Yorx Decr 29, 1848 
His Exce.eency 
Aucustus C. Frence: 
‘SrRINGriELD 

Dean Sm: We have received your favor of the rth inst.' advising 
us to strike the dividend of interest for Jany 1849, on Fifty Thousand 
Dollars, and we have done so, and this day give notice in the papers 
of the payment of Four Dollars & Seventy five Cents ($4 75/) on exch 
1000 Dollars of the debt of the State. We are sorry the amount is so 
small and dividing as we are obliged to on ten and a half Millions makes 
it appear strange to some. 

‘We are now satisfied that $50,000 will have to be distributed on this 
amount and that calls for the dividends will be pretty prompt. Some 
of the dividends will be deficient of money to pay, for instance the qth 
instalment or payment of January 1848, there is now but about $200. 
on hand and on the dividend book of New Stock over $1200 remains 
unpaid. And there are a good many coupons yet to come in for that 
payment, and all Scrip hereafter funded will also get payment for that 
dividend on the New Stock issued for it. We are satisfied that at least 
$5,000 more will be required for that payment. You will remember 
that that dividend was struck on $55,000, and divided on only $9,270,000, 
which will account for the deficiency. It should have been divided on 
$10,500,000 for the reason that all Scrip funded gets this dividend, 
We would therefore now suggest that if there should be funds remaining 
of the last years collections after remitting Seven thousand cight hundred 
Dollars more, to make up the $50,000 for the coming payment, that 
you remit what there may be to apply on the payment for January 
1848. 

We have del writing you and advertising the payment until 
the last moment thinking that we might get further instructions relative 
to the payment. 

We 


We ad eet to learn if 
m which payments of interest are 
ere any vey of arriving at it? 
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Improvement Sterling Bonds will soon all befunded. You can undoubt- 
‘edly furnish us with the amount of Canal Sterling Bonds outstanding. 
We remain dear Sir 
Your Mo. Obt. Svts. 
Waneworte & SHELDON 
Interest Agents 


New Yor Jany roth 1849 
How Avcustus C. Frenct 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dxax Ste: I wrote you on the agth ultot and Messrs. Wadsworth & 
Sheldon wrote you on the same day. Since that time I have received 
your letter of Dec. 14, covering a letter to Messrs, Baring Brothers & 
Co, which I have forwarded per Steamer Europe.? 

I have now on hand ready for funding 875,000 Dolls. of Bonds. 
And there are parties in the City holding two or three hundred thousand 
more, waiting the arrival of the blank Certificates. I telegraphed you 
yesterday to learn if they had been forwarded and I hope to learn that 
they have although 1 am az yet without any reply to the despatch. I 
hope there will be no further delay than necessary in signing and for- 
warding both lots which have been sent you as parties are very anxious to 
fund. 

Wadsworth & Sheldon have forwarded to Messrs, Matheson & Co, 
Sacco Stg, say Two Thousand pounds Sterling on a/c of the Sixth 
Instalment, instructing them to pay $475/ or its equivalent at 9 a/c 
Exchange (the rate paid) on each Bond of £295, or on bonds of other 
amounts in the same proportion. And if the funds forwarded are 
not sufficient that they could draw for the necessary amount, The 
Internal Improyement Bonds will probably all have been forwarded for 
funding before they commence payment go that they will have only to 
pay upon the Canal Sterling Bonds. 

We have been very busy the past ten days in paying interest and 
together with the remittance to Matheson & Co, have paid out between 
30 & 40,cco Dollars, and at this rate shall soon have consumed the 

* Ante, 206. 


"The letter of the x4th is not found in the Letter-Books. For the letter to Baring 
Brothers see amie, 190. 
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$42,200 furnished, parties are now getting very prompt in calling for 
their interest. I hope you have before this the balance of the amt. 
($7,800) to make up the 50,cco Dollars on the [amt. due] to W. & S. 
‘and also hope if there is [sic] any funds belonging to the interest fund 
remaining that you will adopt my suggestion, in a former letter and for- 
ward it to be placed to the fund for the 4th or January 1848 instalment, 
as we have now paid out more for that instalment than was furnished, 

T hope the amendment to the Law for refunding, to authorize the 
Issue of smaller certificates for Interest will have been passed before 
this time, and that the amendment extending the time for funding will 
only be passed at the heel of the Session. 

‘Should there he no alteration in the Constitution relative to the two 
mill tax it will be necessary to have some legislative action relative to the 
method of applying the payment on the Certificates of New Internal 
Impravement Stock, and relative to the accruing arrears of Interest since 
July 1847. I think the best method to adopt would be to have the 
Certificates surrendered and New ones issued for the amt, less the pay- 
ment, and to issue Certificates for arrears of interest up to the ast Jany 
of each year, these certificates to be fundable into sums of 1000 Dolls, 
(More ar less) and to bear interest after July 1857, ‘This it strikes me 
would be the simplest way, and perhaps the only way to do without 
producing confusion. I hope however that it may not be necessary 
to do even this, but that the Constitution may be 80 altered as to make 
the funds collected applicable to payments of Interest. 

If you can find a copy of the New York Evening Post of the roth 
inst. please look at the article relative to Illinois under the commercial 
or money affairs head, . 

tn remain dear Sir Your Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Jotrus WansworTit 


0 acknowledge the receipt of 
of which a note has been 
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should call upon us, will be followed by us, the blank Bond designed 
for liquidating their debt under a former Jaw we enclosed you on the 
27th ultimo. 

We regret to observe that no legislation was had for the relief of 
parties holding single Bonds of reco Dolls each, as these parties think 
it very’hard to be obliged to sell their Bond, or to purchase more in 
order to avail themselves of the funding, but at present we could not 
purchase these bonds below the market ratio as parties can dispose of 
them to the brokers who will have them funded, but after the funding 
ceases they may be purchased at reduced rates, but this will be depend- 
‘ent upon the course pursued by the State for should you decide to pay 
‘no interest upon these Bonds remaining unfunded, they would of course 
be very much depreciated, and the same will apply to the application 
of the two mill tax, but if these bonds receive, and as long as they receive 
the same advantages as the funded Bonds, the price will not materially 
vary, though as soon as it is known that the time limited by law has 
expired there will undoubtedly be a preference given to the funded 
Stock, and possibly from 1 to 3% difference in favor of the funded 
Bonds. It will then rest with you to decide which you would prefer 
for the School fund and at what difference, if any, you would prefer 
the purchase of the Old Bonds, please give us your views as fully 
as may be, that we may act understandingly. 

We Remain, Dear Sir, 


Respectfully, Your Obt. Servants 
Wapsworta & SHELDON 


New Yor, Mar. rsth 1849" 

‘To His Excritency 
Aveustus C, Frexce 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: The time for funding the Internal Improvement Debt 
of the State of Lilinois expired on the 13th inst. Eighteen Months from 
the time the funding commenced having transpired. I am not there- 
fore authorized to receive hereafter any Bonds or Scrip that may be 
offered for conversion. The blank Certificates have not yet arrived, 
Thave therefore been unable to convert a considerable amount of Bonds 

* For answer see anus, 105. 
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and Scrip which have been presented, but I have registered the numbers 
of the Bonds & Scrip presented and consider it as surrendered under the 
conditions of the law, and shall on the receipt of the blank Certificates 
issue the Stock in exchange therefor. 

The whole number of principal Certificates issued to this time and 
Interest Bonds is a3 follows— 

4340 Certificates New Internal Impt. Stock, Amt. $4,364,775,82 
Bor Interest Bonds 541,016.67 
The amount of Bonds &c presented and not yet converted is about 
$600,000, which when funded will make the amount of Principal Certifi- 
cates issued not far from 5,000,000 Dollars. As soon as the blank certi- 
ficates arrive, and the bonds &c which have been presented shall have 
been converted, I will forward you the transcript of the registers of 
bonds & Scrip surrendered and New Stock Issued therefor, complete. 
‘There still remains outstanding a conziderable amount of the Internal 
Improvement Bonds & Scrip, which will require the future attention of 
the State to provide for its conversion. I think a considerable portion 
of this is held by parties who do not care to fund and who perhaps will 
not do so 80 long as payments of Interest shall be made the same upon 


© New Bonds. Iam not aware of what will be your 
f re to future payments of interest on those old Bonds, 
ars to me it would be a matter of policy to suspend further 


u ome Therefore the. Scrip 
funded as also any bonds (if there were 
wn as Macalister & Stebbins Bonds. I 
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shall however let the matter rest as it now is, unless you should instruct 
me that the scrip could be funded, it having been presented before the 
time expired. No notice has been taken of the letter sent Mr. Dixon 
Tam, Dear Sir Truly Yours, 
Jutivs WapsworTa 
Agt, for refunding the State Debt 


New York March agth 1849 
‘To His Excentency 
Avoustus C. Frence 
‘SPRINGEIELD 


Dear Str: We duly received yours of the 26th Ulto, by the hand of 
B. C. Webster Esq and were also put in possession of the box contain- 
ing the four Books of Blank Certificates, which we were very glad to 
receive, as parties here were becoming quite anxious to get their bonds 
converted. It will occupy some two or three weeks to refund what 
has been presented and registered for the purpose. 

We are glad to learn that the time for refunding has been extended, 
and hope the entire Internal Improvement debt may be refunded before 
the time for applying the payments on the principals arrive, as under 
that law all internal improvement indebtedness whether funded or not 
will be entitled to the pro rata payments and it will involve great incon- 
venience to make payments on old bonds, scrip &e &c. 

All the bonds &c canceled up to the time of the last returns, have 
been taken by Mr. Webster, who left here day before yesterday for the 
West, 

We herewith hand you receipt for Three Thousand Dollars, paid 
us by Mr. Webster, which makes up $49,700—we have now received on 
acct, of the 6th Instalment, 

We look soon for advices from you relative to purchases of Stock 
for the School Fund, and remain 

Your Mo, Obt. Svts. 
Wansworrs & SHETDON 
Interest Agents 
“This letter is not found fn the Letter-Bockes. 
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New Yorx, April 4th 1849" 

To His EXceLLENcy 
Avoustus C, Frexci: 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sta: I have received your letter of the 21st Ulto,? relative 
to the Bonds presented for funding by Messrs, Howland & Agpinwall, 
and in accordance with your instructions I have called upon them to 
deliver to me the bonds as the property of the State? 

‘They have written to Messrs. Matheson & Co. of London the party 
from whom they received the bonds and will expect a reply in about 
two weeks, when a more full explanation of the matter may be expected. 
‘To show however that there is no mistake on their part they have fur- 
nished me with a copy or an extract from the letter of Messrs. Matheson 
& Co, of Dec. rsth 1848. Which extract T herewith enclose to-you,4 

Thave called upon Mr, Jaudon for information on the subject but he 
seems to know nothing about it and has but slight recollection of his 
connection with the affairs of the State, I have also seen Mr. Ryan 
and he has no knowledge relative to these bonds, and was not aware 
that any such bonds were or ever had been in the hands of Wright & 
Co. Thave also looked over the Illinois Reports in my possession but 
find nothing on the subject that throws any light upon this transaction 
of Oakley & Rawlings with Wright & Co, I have not however in my 
possession a Report earlier than 1840, and presume that the Report you 
refer to was an earlier date, Iam not aware of any steps I can take in 
this matter in behalf of the State, and shall therefore await further infor 
mation from Matheson & a or instructions fio you: 
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City, in order that regular acets. may be opened &c, It will also be 
well to examine the accts, to learn if they have made payments of inter- 
est on the Bonds in question. 
T remain Dear Sir 
Your humble Servant 
Jutiws Wavswort 
Agent for refunding State Debt of Ill. 


Copy of Letter from Julius Wadsworth Esq. to Messrs. Howland & 
Aspinwall 
AGency oF THE Strate or [LttNors 
New York March roth 1849 

Messrs, Howtanp & Asprnwatt 

Dear Stes; The bonds of the State of Illincis presented to day by 
you for refunding, have been by me duly registered as haying been 
presented in full conformity with the law of said State, entitled “An 


act for refunding the State Debt” Approved Feby. 28th 1847, and are 
as follows. 


a14 Bonds of £295, each Numbered 346 a 559 inclusive 
1608 * " Lio © « 3aarjor “ 

I find upon examination of the register in my possession that these 
bonds are set down as “left in hands of J. Wright & Co, unsold,’’ 
and as the agent of the State I do not conceive that T am authorised to 
receive these bonds and issue New Stock, as it would appear that these 
bonds have never been sold by the State and were only deposited with 
Wright & Co, subject to the control of the State, I will however refer 
the matter to the Governor of the State, and await his instructions in the 
business. In the mean time these bonds having been duly presented 
for surrender, the right to refund the same will in no way be prejudicial 
by the delay, if it should prove that they are entitled to be exchanged 
under the law referred to, 

A remain very respectfully 
Your Obt. Sert. 
Jutrvus WapsworTH 
Agent of the State of Ills 
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Extract of a Letter jrom Messrs. Matheson & Co, Lond, to Messrs. 
Howland & Aspinwall, New York. 


We have taken the liberty to forward to your address by the Europe 
@ Box for which you will receive Bill of Lading from Liverpool contain- 
ing 382 Internal improvement Illinois Bonds, viz— 
1668 of £roo, cach No. 348 1701, aggregating £166,800 
aq" fas “gabe 354 W 48,3890 
539 
‘We hold these bonds in trust and to keep in its full validity the security 
which they were intended to afford, by consent of the parties concemed, 
we now send them to you to be exchanged for the New Stock under 
the same title, which is to be registered in the name of our firm and the 
New Certificates to be transmitted to us, We hope you will excuse 
our troubling you to have this effected, and we presume you will either 
receive the Mill Tax dividends and any other interest payable on the 
overdue Coupons, or the whole of such Coupons will be converted into 
the New Stock 
Martaeson & Co, 
To Howland & Aspinwall 
15 Feby. 1848 


New York, May rst 1849 
Hon. Avsustus C, Frencu Governor &c, 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Str: We have received your two favors of the 19th April,t 
‘one covering a remittance as follows. 
f E. W. Clark & Brothers on E, W. Clark, Dodge & Co. $15,000,00 
Do 3)264,46 
Certificate of Depesite in ("Bank of Utica” 1% disct) ‘509,00 
$18,764.46 
‘This amount we have placed to credit of accounts as you have directed, as 
follows— 


Instalment of Iitinois Interest $15,462. 
School Fund of the State of Tilinois 31302, 46/ 


$18,764, 46 
One letter only fs found fa Letter-Books. See anie, 205. 





LETTERS TO FRENCH, MAY 1, 1849 305 


We hand you herewith our receipt for the amounts as above placed 
to the respective accounts, 

We have purchased Five Thousand Dollars New Internal Improve- 
ment Stock at 373 cts, for account of School Fund and shall purchase 
more soon, but fear we shall have to pay a little higher, there being no 
more offering at this time under 4oc We hope to get another lot at 
about 38 or 384. 

The transfer stands in pencil on the transfer books awaiting your 
reply to our suggestions, relative to the name in which the New Stock 
shall be issued. 

We remain very truly 
Your Obt, Svts 
Wanswortit & SHELDON 


‘ New York, May rst 1849 
To His EXceLtency 

Aucustus C. Frexen 

Srrincrretp 

Dean Sm: I have this day forwarded to your address pr mail two 
packages covering the transcripts of Registers of Bonds & Scrip sur- 
rendered und of Register of New Int. Impt. Stock and Interest Bonds 
issued to this date, all of which I trust you will find correct and satis- 
factory. 1 shall forward you in a day or two a condensed statement of 
amount of Bonds and Scrip surrendered and what remains outstanding 
according to the register furnished when the funding commenced. The 
amount of Scrip still outstanding I shall be unable to give for the reason 
that the amount originally issued has never been furnished me, 1 wish 
I might be furnished with a statement showing as nearly as possible the 
amount of Scrip which was outstanding on the rst July 1847. 

I duly received your letter of the x6th April* relative to the bonds 
sent Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall by Messrs, Matheson & Co. and 
take due note that portion of the Report which you refer to. Nothing 
has transpired relative to this matter since I wrote you, and should any 
thing arise I will immediately communicate the same to you. I do 
not presume that they will surrender them to me, and J apprehend some 

* Ante, 203. 
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action may have to be had in order to procure the surrender of them. 
Tt may at some time be necessary to send some one to London to make 
a final settlement of the affair. Your letter to George Peabody Esq. 
has had duc course." 
IT remain Dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt, Servant 
Jouws Wapswormm 


New York June 26, 849 
‘To Hrs Excruurscy 
Aus, C, Frexcn 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Ste: We received a few days since a remittance of Eighteen 
‘Thousand Dollars from Messrs. B. C. Webster & Co, in a one day sight 


draft on Messrs, E. W. Clark, Dodge & Co. for account of Minois 
Interest. 

We have to day collected the draft and herewith hand you our receipt 
for the same, 

We have advertised the payment of Five Dollars on each one thou- 
sand, and commence the payment on Monday next. 

‘The whole amount we have now received from you for the Seventh 
Instalment is Thirty three Thousand Five Hundred and Sixty two 
Dollars, and we divide upon $55,000—We therefore hope to get the 

shall remit to Matheson & Co. for this instalment 
in a few days if we get further remittance from you, We think the whole 
or nearly all the amount now received will be required here in the first 
two weeks, 

We remain Very truly 
Your Obedient Servants 
Wavswortit & SHELDON 
Interest Agents 
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New York July oth 1849 
To His Excettency 
Aucustus C, Frenc 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Sir: We duly received your favors of the 26th ulto,* covering 
a remittance of Twenty four Thousand Dollars on account of Hlinois 
Interest, for which we herein enclose you our receipts for accts. as 
follows—Seventh Instalment payable July 1, 1849 © $21,538 
“ " «July 1, 1850 2,462 
$24,000 
We make remittances by the Steamer of the ttth inst, to Messrs 
Matheson & Co, of London, for payment of this instalment, Also 
further remittances on a/c of former instalments, they having advised 
us that the funds already forwarded had become exhausted. We 
repeat our desire to have all the accts. and vouchers of Messrs. Magniac, 
Jardine & Co, and Messrs. Matheson & Co, on account of their interest 
agency, placed in our hands, that we may make up complete accounts, 
We are examining some papers and letters from Messrs Matheson & 


Co, relative to the Bonds sent Messrs, Howland and Aspinwall for 
funding, and when we have completed the examination will forward 
them to you for your instructions in the premises. The writer hopes 
to be able to mail the papers to day. 

‘We are dear Sir 


Your Mo. Obt. Svts 
WansworTH & SHELDON 


New Yorx July rrth 1849 
His Exceitescy 
Aucustus C. Frencr 
Srrincrre.p 


Dear Ste: We have duly received your favor of the 2nd inst.? 
advising the transmission by the next mail of draft of E. W. Clark & 

‘This letter i not found in the Letter-Books. 

“Probably the letter of July 5. See ante, 204. 
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Brothers on E. W. Clark Dodge & Co, for $10,000 at 7o days date, and 
the said draft has come to hand under envelope of E, Moore Esq. 
‘The draft has been presented, and accepted by Messrs E, W, Clark 
Dodge & Co, and falls due on the 7/r0 September, and when paid we 
will forward you our receipt for the money on account of the January 
1850 Interest. 

We wrote you yesterday" enclosing receipts for your last remittance. 
Also relative to the bonds in hands of Howland & Aspinwall, with papers 
which had been received from Meesrs Matheson & Co, and their letter 
relative to the same, 

We regret to be advised that you will not visit New York this season, 
We shall however attend to such business as you may require us to do 
to the best of our ability, and will forward as you desire the blank bonds 
which were struck off for the Macalister & Stebbins settlement, with the 
blank certificates for transfers very soon—have as yet had no opportunity 
to send them, but hope to in a few days, otherwise will send them by 
express, 

‘We remain dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt, Svts 
Wavsworrit & SHELDON 


New York Aug 20, 1849 


His Excettency 
Ausostus C. Farncn, Gov, 
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We have received from you for 8th instalments Interest 
Jany 1850, In ash 2,462 
Draft due Aug roth 10,000 
" "Nov roth 3,000 
” “ Octo, aad 25,000 
$49,462 9/100 
In all Forty Thousand Four Hundred and Sixty-two Dolls, 
Your Obt, Servants 
Wapsworra & SHELDON 


New York Sept, rath 1849 
‘His Excetiency 
Aucustus C. Frencs 

Deas Sim: [ have at last succeeded in getting the exchange made 
by Geo, Milne of the counterfeit scrip surrendered by him in December 
1847, and I herewith hand you a statement of the numbers of the Counter- 
feit Scrip and of the good Scrip received. Also enclose the scrip received 
canceled. 

Thave scratched out from the register the numbers af the counterfeit 
scrip and substituted the numbers of the scrip received, and you will 
please make the same alteration in your register, as well as in the tran- 
scrip forwarded you at the time, 

‘This will T believe now make everything complete so far as relates 
to the funding business for the past. 

Tam exceedingly desirous to have the statement of the various indebt- 
edness of the State, as requested last Spring and | hope you will have Mr, 
Moore make out and forward me such a statement as complete and 
comprehensive as possible, if he is able to find time todo so, Iam much 
annoyed by frequent enquiries in relation to these matters, and would 
like to be able to give the necessary information on all the particular 
points of inquiry. It will also be a satisfaction to have the information in 

own 
my possession. ; Porton 


Yours & 
Jourws WapsworTs 
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To His Excetency 
Avovstus C. Frenci 
SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Sm: The package containing blank Certificates of New Inter 
nal Improvement Stock and blank Liquidation Bonds also the Marginal 
Book, and accounts vouchers &c relative to accts, with Magniue Jardine 
& Co. and Matheson & Co, has been received and we are now in process: 
of examining the accts. and drawing off a complete account from the 
commencement of payments on account of the Mill Tax. Nothing 
further has been received from Matheson & Co, relative to the Bonds 
in the hands of Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall, they have however been 
written to recently urging them to furnish a statement of their claims in 
order that if necessary the matter could be presented to the Legislature 
for the necessary authority to settle the same, and we hope such 
4 statement may soon be received, 

‘The writter has had several interviews with Macalister & Stebbins 
and they are now engaged in making up their statements and will soon 
be ready to forward them to you. I have examined their general account 
and do not see that any exception can be taken to it. It is made up in 
the usual way ig up commercial accounts, and in the same way 
that parties holding claims against them upon the bonds have made up 
their accounts, 

We are your Obt, Svts 
Wapsworth & SHeLpon 


New York Octo, and 1849 
To His EXceLLENcy 


Dean Sm: We have this morning received your highly valued favor 
which you advise a remittance of 4565 52/100 

‘Tnstalment January 1850. The amount 

ve hand you below a receipt for the same in our 


Respectfully, Your Obt. Svts. 
Wavswort & SHELDON 
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New York, Nov. ¢3, 1849 
To His EXcettency 


Aususrus C, Frencu 

Dear Str: We hand you enclosed our receipt on account of the 
dividend on Illinois Bonds payable next January, for Two Thousand 
Nine Hundred and eighty-five Dollars, being the proceeds of the draft 
of Messrs, B. C. Webster & Co, on H. Blanchard & Co, of Kinderhook 
for Three Thousand Dollars, which we have to day received from the 
Bk of Kinderhook as per statement accompanying the receipt. 

We remain 
Your Mo, Obt, Svts, 
Wapswort & Sirtpow 
Interest Agents. 


New York Novem. 13, 1849 
His Exceutency 


Avousres C, Free 

Dear Sm: I arrived in this City on the th inst, and find that on 
the 24th Ulto,* Mr, Sheldon forwarded to you the specification of account 
of Messrs. Thompson & Forman, Since which the same partics (Messrs, 
Hicks & Co, of thie City) have handed in the statement of the whole 
transaction with Thompson & Forman, herewith enclosed to you. 

T have not seen the account a8 no copy was returned here, but with 
this statement no doubt the whole matter will be placed in a comprehen- 
sive view before you, and enable you to act understandingly with reference 
to the adjustment af the business, 1 consider it of great importance to 
get a settlement of the business and get up and canceled the Bonds still 
in possession of Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall, Any settlement made 
with Messrs, Thompson & Forman must of course be a matter for 
negotiation, as I do not suppose that the State could at once pay the amt. 
claimed, if upon examination it shall appear just, but some arrangement 
would necessarily have to be made to pay a certain amount in the Bonds 
of the State. Whatever action you shall think best to take in the matter, 
T shall be happy to aid you in carrying out. 

Since my return I have learned that Mr, Macalister has come to an 
understanding with Mr, Holford and that he will probably be ready in a 
few days to commence the exchange of the Bonds, I see nothing in the 

"This letter is not found in the Letter Books. 
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way of this and if every thing with Mr. Macalister is satisfactory think 1 
will at once commence the exchange. The notice required by the law 
can be given a3 soon as your Excellency thinks proper, but so far as 
parties are ready to exchange there is no necessity to delay for the 
publication of the Notice. I hope soon to hear from you relative to this 
as well as to the business with Thompson & Forman. 

T have not yet heard of the action taken by the legislature relative 
to the proposed change in the Constitution, I trust however that the 
proposition was carried as I am fully convinced of the expediency of 
the measure, 

Tf the business with Macalister is soon arranged it will be 
to give him Liquidation Bonds dated back to July, and of course all the 
Liquidation Bonds will have to bear uniform date. Such being the case 
they will be entitled to payment of interest on the first of January next, 
pro rata out of the Interest fund, and the balance will have to be 
provided out of the State Treasury. 

The whole amount of those bonds say $280,000, or thereabouts, 
together with other amounts to come in, will swell the amount on which 
interest must be paid up to fully $11,000,000, and I would suggest whether 
it would not be well to take that amount to strike the January dividend 


upon, and pay $5 50/ on each $1000, this would require $60,c0o— and 
I should hope would leave funds enough to divide $6. next July, which 
would require $66,coo— 


T remain very truly 
Your Obt. Servt 
Juiws Wavsworr 


New York November 28, 1849* 
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accounts they now stand to a new account which I have opened on the 
Stock Leger entitled “Canceled cerlificates.”— 

In furnishing the list the name of the party expressed in the certificate 
when canceled should be given instead of the name in which the Certificate 
was originally issued =. 

No list is furnished of ‘Interest Bonds" which have been canceled, 
it would be well to do so, 

Enclosed you will find certificate No 2274. Interest Bond which 
has been purchased for the School Fund and charged [to] that account as 
Per bill enclosed $196 49/ which absorbs all the funds in our hands 
within 3 or 4 dollars, 

On the 3rd of October whilst I was absent at the West Messrs. Geo. 
Robbins & Sons transferred to “The Governor of the State of Ilinois'* 
‘Four Thousand Dollars" of New Internal Improvement Stock, which 
they say they done [sic] by the directions of a Divinity Student by the name 
of Platt at New Haven, and for a party in Missouri whose name is not 
given. No advice of this transfer has ever been received from you, and 
we are not aware of what was the object, The matter has not come under 
my notice until since my return, and T have not thought to mention it 
before. I enclose the Certificate herein, and if all is right please vend 
instructions to transfer them in same manner as other Canceled 
‘Certificates. 

Nothing has yet been done relative to the Macalister & Stebbins 
business but they are all in readiness and the matter will be commenced 
soon, Mr Macalister has a receipt of Col. Oakley for five bonds. “Public 
Buildings,” which he gave Col, O, on an order of Gov, Ford. These 
bonds have however been presented and funded by Nevins, Townsend & 
Co, so that it would appear that the State never received them. 

If however Mr, Macalister gave them to Col, Oakley on such an 
order and Col. O. has misapplied them, it would not appear just that 
Mr. Macalister should suffer by such delinquency. Mr. Macalister will 
write you on the subject, and I shall follow your instructions, whether to 
allow them in settlement or not, 

Tremain Your Obt. Svt. 


Jouros Warswortst 
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New York Dee, t2th 1849 
To His Exceiuency 
Avusustus C. Frees 
SPRINGHIEED 

Dear Sm: I last had this pleasure on the 28th November,* and now 
hand you herewith a transcript of the registers of Bonds and Scrip of the 
State of Tlinols surrenderred and New Stock issued therefor up to the 
ast December inst. 

‘The bonds have come in but slowly for funding and you will observe 
by the returns that but about 150,000 Dolls, have been funded since the 
ast June, This is on hand here canceled and will be forwarded by the 
first opportunity to Springfield, 1 think it will come in more freely 
after rst Jany, 

Nothing has as yet been done with Mr, Macalister but I believe 
Holford and Macalister have arranged to attend to the business immedi- 
ately after the 1st Jany. 

T have been looking for letters from you in reply to some of my former 
letters and shall daily expect to hear from you. 

Would it not be well to have a copy of the law to provide for the pay- 
ment to Mr, Peabody sent to me for reference, as 1 shall probably by the 
next Steamer get letters from Matheson & Co. relative to it, 

T want also to get your views relative to the account of Messrs. Thomp- 
‘son & Forman, and what policy will be pursued relative to an adjustment 
of that matter, 

I remain Your Mo, Obedient Servant 
Joxws Wapsworra 


New York Jany. 16th 1850: 
Hits Excettency Avovsrus C, Frencn 


pai favor of the 6th Ulljto* 
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I duly note your remarks in relation to the investment of the School 
Fund, and when further funds are forwarded for the purpote shall 
endeavor to have them judiciously invested, but do not again look for 
prices as low as before, 

A surrender has been made of the Macalister & Stebbins bonds and 
scrip held by James Holford and I have issued 150 Liquidation Bonds 
of $1000—each. It is probable a further surrender will be made before 
many weeks, 

The 41 Bonds of roc Dollars each, for which J. D. Whiteside gave 
Macalister & Stebbins an order on Nevi{n)s, Townsend & Co. Messrs 
M. & & did not get, but received in their stead Internal Improvement 
Scrip which with the interest was equivalent, The same scrip which 
they received has been surrendered in place of the 41 Bonds, and as the 
amount is made equal I haye received the scrip the same under the law 
as though the Bonds themselves had been presented me, No injustice 
can in this way accrue to the State, and T have satisfied myself that it 
is the same Scrip which they received from Nevi[n]s, Townsend & Co. in 
liew of the 41 Bonds. The 38,215 44/100 Dolls, mentioned in the law 
a8 having been received from Michael Kennedy, in State Scrip, you will 
observe by reference to the law for the relief of Michael Kennedy, on 
page 184 of Laws of 1847, was not all Scrip, but 14 bonds of roca, Dolls. 
cach, were included to make up the $38,215 44/100%0 that but $24,215 44/ 
in Scrip and the balance in Bonds will be surrendered, which will include 
two Scrips of ro00 each, which were called bonds in the statement, but 
are the veritable ones given by Kennedy to M, & S, The same Scrip & 
Bonds received from Kennedy will be surrendered, and although the 
law says all was Scrip T do not deem it of any importance to the State to 
insist upon Serip being returned when it is evident it was not all received 
in Serip by them. 

Macalister & Stebbins are now delaying to get your determination 
relative to the correctness of the account they sent you, also as to the 
5 Bonds given to Col, Oakley. All I can learn from Nevi[n]s, Townsend 
& Co, is they presume they bought the bonds as they have no account or 
record of any other method of getting them, 

Some parties have inquired of me relative to the settlement to be 
made with George Peabody, but as 1 am not in possession of the law 
T could give them no information, but told them they had better write 
Mr. Peabody to send out his bonds here for settlement, in the meantime 
T wish you would send me a copy of the Law. 





316 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


‘The draft af $15,000, you mention in your letter has been received 
this morning, it is at 80 days time, which appears to be rather unnecessary 
as sight exchange at St. Louis is but 4 per cent premium, which is only 
equal to 30 days, The amount when duc (March 23d) will be applied 
as directed by you. It strikes me that it would be better to keep funds. 
belonging to each particular account separate, and I hope it will be 
convenient to remit special funds for the Peabody settlement, .. .. 

Iremain Your Mo. Obt, Svt. 
Jouws Wanswortt 


New York Jany 29, 1850 

To His Excettency 
Aveusrus C. Frence 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sm: We are without any of your recent favors to answer, and 
have nothing of importance to communicate, The January Interest 
has been called for pretty promptly, and considerable sums have been 
paid on former dividends, so that the amount overpaid by us, (that is 
beyond the amts, provided) is quite considerable, and the necessary 
amount to cover each instalment should be made up by taking it from 
funds collected or hereafter to be collected. The fault arises from having 
made the dividends on $9,270,000, instead of upon $10,500,009, or 
$11,000,000, We will as s00n as Mr, Briggs can get the time make up 
‘a statement of the amounts paid out on each instalment with the amount 
provided & strike the difference, and show as nearly as possible the 
amount necessary to be provided to cover each instalment 

you a bill for services to J ‘any 1st as agents for Transfers, 


hey can be returned from Springfield 


We remain Your Mo, Obt, Svts 
Wapsworts & Sirtupow 
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‘New York Feby 12, 1850" 
His EXckLLEncy 


Avcoustus C. rence 

Deak Sim: I enclose you a letter received from Messrs, Matheson 
& Co. relative to the amt. due their predecessors. Also a statement of the 
claim of Mr. George Peabody, which they have forwarded to Messrs. 
Wetmore & Cryder af this City, for adjustment, ‘They have forwarded 
the 12 Bonds of £225, each, on which the money was advanced. You 
are aware that I have not in my possession any thing relative to this 
matter, neither their former accounts or the Law, therefore can do noth- 
ing in the premises. hope on receipt of this you will forward the original 
account with a copy of the law and the necessary funds to cover the 
amount of their claim, with exchange say 9} or ro per cent, and interest 
up to such time as it will be settled, I do not doubt it will be as well to 
convert the Auditors Warrants about this time as any other, 

T have been quite unwell for some days past or T should have sent 
you statement of interest payments, shall do so in a few days. I have 
sent you by Express to-day a box containing two books of blank certifi- 
cates for principal Bonds one for transfers and one for funding, I have 
remaining but a few of each and unless great despatch is used in signing 
and returning them I shall be out which will cause much inconvenience 
so do not delay. Nothing further has been done in the Macalister & 
Stebbins matter, and Mr. Macalister is much disappointed that you have 
not replied with your decision relative to his nccts, &e. 

Tremain Truly Your Obt. Svt. 
Jexms Wapsworra 


New Yorx Feby. 21, 1850 


His Excettency 
Avoustus C. Frencit 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Sim: I wrote you on the rath inst, advising the transmission 
by Express of a box containing two books of blank certificates for 


T now hand you herewith a copy of the accts, with Messrs. Matheson 
& Co. as Interest Agents in London, complete, and their accts, and 


"For answer sce ante, 222. 
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vouchers, having been examined, will be forwarded to you with canceled 
bonds &c when an opportunity presents, 

On the 1st March J shall forward you the usual abstracts of registers 
of Bonds & Scrip surrendered, and New Stock issued, 

Herewith you will receive an extract from a letter of Matheson & 
Co. relative to some bonds held by Lord Gardner which by some over~ 
sight were not registered. I have submitted the matter to Mr. Leavitt 
& Capt, Swift, who say that if at the time of subscription, some memo- 
randum descriptive of the bonds was made that it may be proper to 
permit the registry of the bonds, and advise that the facts be submitted 
to the board of Trustees, at the May session. I have written Matheson & 
Co. that I would submit the case to your Excellency and the Trustees, 
so that such action as you might think proper to suggest might be taken. 

You will also find herewith a carefully prepared statement of the 
several dividends of interest, and a balance of each dividend showing 
how the funds will stand after all payments are made. The amts. 
assumed as yet to be paid are I think rather below the actual amt. out- 
standing which have not been presented, as there is from 5 to 600,000 
Dollars of Intl, Imp. & Canal Scrip remaining unfunded which when 
funded will come in for all the dividends since July 1847, and consequently 


should be provided for by a fund held sacred for that purpose. 
‘You will observe that for the 4th dividend $7,915,49 will be required 
be some excess on other dividends, 
I have az you ‘see deducted those amounts and show that $6,453,47 will 
make the wl dividends complete, not however pro- 


the eighth dividend was $60,375,00, the 
or $3,362,48 short of the amt, divided. 
direct the $15,000, applied as follows, 
362,48, to the 8th Dividend, and the 
July Dividend, ‘This will in my 

for each instalment on the proper 

be to its appropriate pay- 

urse can be pursued without at some 
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future time causing difficulty, as it cannot be just to apply funds belong- 
ing to one dividend to pay upon another and thus Ieave a deficit in the 


remain Your Mo. Obt, Svt. 
Junius WaApeworTa 


New York Mar, 1850 
To His EXcktLency 
Augustus C. Frencn 
SPRINGHIELD 


Deak Sta: I returned last evening from Washington, where I have 
been spending about two weeks, and am in receipt af your favor of the 
7th Feby.* relative to the settlement with Macalister & Stebbins, Geo. 
Peabody, &c and am also in receipt of a copy of the letter written by 
your Excellency to Mr, Macalister, and shall follow out your directions 
relative to the settlement of the same, hoping soon to get definite directions 


about the 5 Bonds received from M. & S. by Col. Oakley, 1 enclose a 
copy or duplicate of a letter by Matheson & Co. received per last Steamer, 
‘relative to the account of Magniac, Jardine & Co, 

Herewith you will receive the Abstract of Registers of Bonds & Scrip 
surrendered and New Internal Impt. Stock & Interest Bonds issued to 
the rst March 1850. 

‘The Canceled Bonds & Scrip are packed up ready to be forwarded 
to Springfield by the first opportunity, 

T also hand you herewith a brief statement af Bonds & Scrip out- 
standing, which yet remains to be funded, and presume most of these 
amounts will come in within the year, as T am advised in whose hands 
considerable of it now rests, awaiting sundry settlements before the 
parties can fund. I very much wish the Law authorized the issue to 
Interest Bonds of $3co—as that would enable a number of parties 
holding single Bonds to fund them. 

Tremain Dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Jutsws WansworTa 
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‘Stareuent or Intiwors Bonns & Scar Fuxpen & Ovrstaxnmc 
Maxcr 1st 18g0 
Intl. Impt. Bonds signed by Pund Commrs, 
Whole amt. outstanding May rst 1849 
Amt. funded from May 1st 1849 to March 2, 1850 
Amount still outstanding 


Tutt, Impt, Bonds signed by R. F. Barret{t) Fd, Com. 
Whole amt, outstanding May rst 1849 
Amt. funded from May rst 1849 to March rst 1850 
Amount still outstanding 

State House Bonds 
‘Whole Amt. outstanding May rst 1849 
‘Amt, funded from May ast 1849 to Mar 1, 1850 
Amount still outstanding 


State Bank Bonds 
Whole amt. outstanding May rst 1849 
Amt. funded from May rst 1849 to Mar 1, 2850 


Bank of Tinois Bowds 


Whole amt. outstanding May xst 1849 
Amt funded from May 1st 49 to March 1, 1850 


Sterling Bonds £205 
‘Whole amt, outstanding May zst 1849 a 8% 
Amt funded fram May 1/49 to Marr, 1850 
Amount still outstanding 

Sterling Bonds £100 
Whole amt. meee May 2st 1849 0 8% 


ay rst 1849 
4st 1849 to Mar 1, 1850 
less $63,648,69 surrendered by Macal- 
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Internat Impt. Scrip signed by Shields, Carpenter & Trumbull 
Whole amt outstanding May ast 1849 
Amt. funded from May 1, 1849 to Mar. r 1859 


Amounts still outstanding 
‘Towl Amt Bonds & Scrip outstanding March 1, 1850 


338 
1349859 
pn 
43,498.59 
642,271.46 


New York April 9 1850 

To His Excettency 
Aucoustus C, Frexcr 
Sprinerieip 

Dean Sm: [received a few days since from Mr. Cam[p]bell a xemit- 
tance to apply on the Peabody claim $4,266 and $1,200 for salary as 
‘Transfer Agent for 1849. Which I duly acknowledged to him, and shall 
pay over to the agent of Mr. Peabody the amt. and trust you will have for- 
warded the accts. which I believe are in your possession. I have received 
your letter of the 2gth* ulto. in which you say that you will forthwith 
take up the accts, of Thompson & Forman with a yiew of bringing about 
a settlement. You do not however speak of the acts. of Magniac, 
Jardine & Co. which was made the subject of a letter some time since 
from Matheson & Co, In relation to the matter of Lord Gardner, I 
have by the last Steamer received from Messrs, Matheson & Co, an 
amended Register of Canal Bonds, which they forward to be sent to 
you and substituted in place of the one sent Gov. Ford in Novem. 1846. 
In the amended register they have embraced the bonds of Lord Gardner, 
they wish me to submit this to Mr. Leavitt & Capt. Swift and then for- 
ward to you. [have seen Mr, Leavitt and he finds no objections to the 
new Registry. Ishall send the package by firat opportunity after hearing 
from Capt. Swift. In my letter of Feby. a1,* I gave you some statements 
relative to applying the $15,000, which was last remitted. You have 
not noticed or replied to these suggestions, and the draft of $15,000 
haying matured and been collected I have concluded to make out receipts 
for the same in the amts. mentioned in that letter. It being nearly or 
quite in accordance with your views when I was in Springfield, and as 
expressed in your letters of Decr, 18th and Feby. 2nd. 

“This Totter is not found in the Eetter-Books. 

“See nie, 317. 

* For letter of December 18 see amie, 327. 





322 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


T have left the matter open since the draft was collected hoping to 
get your definite directions. I presume this will meet your views and 
if so it will be all right—if not by returning the receipts it can be applied 
in such manner as you may definitely direct. I will simply repeat what 
I have before said that this application of these funds will make all the 
former dividends complete and will prevent any confusion of the different 
dividends which I deem quite important. 

T enclose Wadsworth & Sheldon rects. for $7,054,60 on acct. of the 
4th dividend, $3,362,43 on acct. of 8th Dividend and $4,582,92 on acct 
of the oth or next July dividend— 

I have made no further progress in the matter of settlement with 
Macalister & Stebbins but presume as soon as the time limited in the 
notice is up, that they will make a final settlement. 

The blank Certificate which you advise as having been forwarded 


have not yet come to hand. 
I remain Dear Sir 


Your Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Juxtus WapswortH 


New York April 22, 1850 
Hoy. Avcustus C, FReNcH 
Governor &c 
Dear Sir: We had this pleasure on the rsth inst.t and now have 
to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Moore’s letter of the rth inst.* cov- 
ering a remittance of Five Thousand Dollars for acct. of the next July 
payments of Interest and herein hand you our receipt for the same— 


& remain 
Your Mo. Obt. Svts. 


Wansworta & SHELDON 
Interest Agents 


P.S. I have written Messrs. Matheson & Co. for the accounts and 
explanations you desired as expressed in your letter to me under date 


of 8th April," and remain 
Truly Yours 


Juus Wapsworta 
Agent &c & 
* Neither letter is found in the Letter-Books 
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New York April 27, 1850 


How Ausustus C, Frexcn Governor &e 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sik: Tam in receipt of your favors of the r7th & roth Inst. 
the latter covering a copy of a letter written by Gove. Ford to your Excel- 
lency, relative to the 5 Bonds which Macalister & Stebbins want to have 
allowed them.* I have taken due note of the matter, all of which will be 
strictly confidential and your instructions adhered to by me, 

Nothing further than heretofore advised has been done with Messrs. 
M. & S. and it is quite possible they will delay doing anything further 
until the expiration of the notice, when I hope the whole matter will be 
closed and this vexed matter at an end. 

It will be necessary to include the bonds issued and to be issued to 
M. & S. in our dividend of next July, and with all other bonds &c on 
which interest will be payable will make fully $11,000,0c0, which T hope 
there will be funds enough to pay $6. per 1000, requiring $66,000 for 
the dividend. The balance of the July interest on the Macalister & 
Stebbins bonds after paying pro rata out of the interest fund will have 
to be remitted and I suggest that it be promptly attended to, in order to 
wive confidence in the intention of the State to meet all her recent engage- 
ments and arrangements. It will also facilitate the settlement with 
‘M. & S. if they Jearn that it will be promptly provided for. 

T will soon have some blanks for transfers struck off to be in readiness 
when you send for them. 

More will be required before long aa transfers are getting more 
frequent, 

Tremain dear Sir 
Your, Mo. Obt. Svt. 


Jutius WansworTt 
Agt of Hil. 


* Neither letter is found ia the Letter-Books 
* For Ford's letter see ante, 23. 
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New Yorx April 27, 1850 


Dear Sim: We duly received the remittance of two drafts made by 
Mr. Moore on the 18th inst. and advised by you, amounting to Nine 
Hundred and fifty four 54/100 Dollars, and herein enclose you our 
receipt for the same on acct. of the Ninth dividend which is payable 
‘on the first Monday in July next. 

‘We remain Your Mo, Obt. Svts. 
Wansworta & SHELDON 


Interest Agents 


New York May ro, 1850 
To His Excetcence 
Avovsrus C. Frenc 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sir: I duly received your favor of the 22nd April* covering a 
copy of the acct. of Peabody, but that is only up to June 1847, I wanted 
the original acct, as the basis of interest calculations &e. 

‘The agents of Peabody, have the acct made up to last January, and 
in the absence of any other acct. I have to take that for the settlement, 
and have made up the acct. some days since adding interest at 5 per cent 
up to July the time at which a bill of Exchange at 60 days sight would 
fall due in London, and allowed the rate of 6o day bills for the exchange 
‘ok per cent which makes the claim amount to about 100 Dollars more 
than the amount forwarded me for the settlement 

T shall pay the whole amount and have sent the Agent several times 

jim to call and close it, I think it will 
will send you the papers, and request the 
balance to be ttl 
remain dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Jorms Wapswornt 


letter fs not found in the Letter-Bocks. 
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New York May 10, 1850 


To Hrs Excettency 
Avoustus C. Frence 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sma: I had this pleasure yesterday and now have the satis 
faction to hand you herewith the settlement of the claim with Geo, 
Peabody and the discharge therefor executed by Messrs, Wetmore & 
Cryder his Attorneys, ‘The 12 Bonds of £225 each have been surren- 
dered to me and canceled, and I will hold them subject to your order, 
and hope the opportunity you mentioned some time since will occur in 
order that these and other papers and canceled bonds may be forwarded 
to you. 

In the settlement of this claim, I am obliged to be guided by the acct. 
furnished me by Wetmore & Cryder to which interest has been added 
at 5 per cent up to July 24, the date that the remittance of a 60 d/s bill 
‘will be collected by Peabody, and exchange on same 9} per cent which 
is the rate for 60 days bill. You will observe by the account handed 
you the State will owe Wadsworth & Sheldon $100,—and I hope you 
will remit that amount on receipt of the acct, to apply in payment thereof. 

Ido not doubt the acct, of Peabody is correct, although I should have 
felt better satisfied to have had the original acct, and contract with Ryan 
and Oakley. The charge of 3 per cent commission is for 1 per cent 
every 4 Mo, which is customary with all London Bankers, and is properly 
allowed, and no doubt provided for in the contract. 

T remain very Truly 
Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Juuws Wavswortr 


Latter from Chas, Macalister Esgr, 
New York May 21, 1850 

Hon Avsusrus C, Famer 
Governor or THe Start or Iimyors 

Deak Sm: I came on here expecting to carry out the provisions of 
the law the notice to holders having expired yesterday but there appeared 
to be some difficulty in the mind of Mr, Wadsworth, in regard to the 

* Probably the letter of May 10, See ante, 324. 





HO ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


second Section. The object & spirit of the law I consider plain, but 
the phraseology in the last paragraph of the second Section is somewhat 
contradictory—I allude to this portion of it—viz—*To receive the same 
by furnishing an amount of other liabilities of the State equal to that 
outstanding a% aforesaid—" The amount of outstanding liabilities 
being there in the hands of other holders than Macalister & Stebbins, 
are provided for by the law requiring you to retain (return is the word 
in the law) a sufficient amount of the liquidation bonds to meet the 
outstanding Habilities referred to, being those in the hands of parties 
who have not accepted the provisions of the law—Or in other words the 
object and spirit of the law is to provide for the amount due M. & S— 
which Mr. Wadsworth makes $267,305 og/100 By the issue of the 
amount of liquidation bonds the State expects to receive including those 
bonds taken up by her $913,215 44/100 of State Securities, 


‘The amount taken up by the State is, $413,000 
Surrendered by James Halford is— 
In the hands of holders who have not availed themselves of the 

benefit of the law 178,000 
‘To be surrendered by Macalister & Stebbins 45566,45 


D325 44 
‘This accounts for the whole of the securities. 


Has for the issue of liquidation bonds 
Gment. J. Holford, sbx50;500 


768,00 
52,400 
22,736,08 


$267,305.09 
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and they are pledged to pay 178 of the interest bonds, which are still 
outstanding—To pay them out is to commit an act of repudiation never 
designed by the State, On the contrary, the state virtually says to the 
holder of these bonds, although you have not availed yourself of the 
provisions of the act, we will not avail ourselves of your neglect, but will 
issue at any future time the bonds which have been provided for your 
benefit, 

Mr. Wadsworth informs me he has not received any instructions 
to allow in the settlement the $5000 bonds handed C. Oakley, about 
which I presume M. Kennedy could give some account—he has also 
calculated the interest agreeable to your instructions, to which I object 
but cannot help mysclf—but I do beg that you will give him immediate 
instructions to carry out the law as designed by the Legislature & upon 
the principles set forth in this letter 


New York May 22nd 1850° 

To His Excentency 
Avoustus C, Frenci 
SpRINGPIELD 

Dear Sm: The six Months notice given to holders of the Macalister 
& Stebbins Bonds expired on the 2oth inst. and Mr, Macalister has come 
forward prepared to close the business. There has however a little 
question arisen in my mind as to the proper construction of the second 
section of the Law, and I have declined to act conclusively in the matter 
untl I have submitted to you the plan of settlement and procured your 
approval. I have therefore drawn up a complete acct. of all the securities 
which under the Law are required to be surrendered with the interest 
computed up to ist Jany. 1850. Also a statement of Bonds &c sur- 
rendered and to be surrendered, and a statement of the amt, of Macal- 
ister & Stebbins claim deducting the amt. due other holders of the 
bonds not surrendered and showing the further amt. of Liquidation 
Bonds to be issued to M. & S. on the surrender of $44,000 of principal, 
and $22,440 interest. 

‘This will leave outstanding after settling with M. & S. 178 of the 

‘ For answer to this letter see anie, 226, 
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Interest Bonds in the hands of sundry holders to whom there is due 
according to Macalister & Stebbins statement $44,168,11, and which T 
suppose can be issued to the several parties in Liquidation Bonds, when 
they surrender the Bonds held by them as stated by Macalister & Stebbins, 
‘This manner of settlement is as I suppose the plan contemplated by 
the law, but as the second section is capable of different construction, 
T submit to you to determine and advise me if this settlement meets 
your views, 

The amounts and the interest computations are all correct. Their 
account haying been made up as provided in the Law and not in accord- 
ance with Mr, Macalisters views as expressed in his communications 
with you, and I suppose the only question to be determined is whether 
the balance of the Liquidation Bonds can be issued to Macalister & 
Stebbins after returning the amount due to the holders of the 178 Bonds 
M, & S, to surrender enough other Bonds to make up the whole amount 
of Bonds &c principal and interest, after deducting the 178 Bonds, or 
as stated in my statement herewith submitted to you, 

If this is correct 1 wish you to advise me without delay and X will at 

er with Messrs M. & S. The amount of Liquidation 
98) which will have to be provided 


nds will have to bear date Jany, 
funds provided to pay the interest 


the Bonds is uncertain it is as well probably to omit the provision for 
interest until they shall be issued, 
As soon as I hear from you I can bring the matter to a, close and will 
forward you the canceled Bonds &c with a full registry of the transaction, 
T remain Your Ma. Obt. Svt. 
Jouws WapsworTa 


New York May 23rd 1850 


our receipt for one thousand 
‘1850 instalment of Illinois Interest, it 
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being the amount of the draft received from Mr. Moore, and which we 
acknowledged to him under date of the roth inst, and have collected this 
day. We annex a statement of funds already received for a/c of the 
next July Interest, showing the further amount necessary to remit to 
cover that instalment if fixed at $6.00 on $11,000,000, and remain, very 
trul, 
3 Your most Obt. Sevts 
Wavsworrr & SHELDON 
Interest Agts, 


Amount credited March 23, 
- Apel a, 
Jr 1, aes 
2 “May 23, 
Draft (Part for this div) due July 20, 
% June 20, 
Amt reced 
to be remitted 


New York, May 28, 1850 


To His Excentency 
Auoustus C, Frencit 
SpRINCFIELD 
Deax Ste: I am in rect of your favor of the 19th May,* and have 
communicated the substance of it to the Agents of Messrs, Thompson 
& Forman since which I have been handed by Messrs, Hicks & Co, 
(the Agents of Thompson & Forman) the enclosed account, which has 
been forwarded as requested by your letter to me under date of April 8th. 
‘They say that this account had been settled and for that reason they did 
not think it necessary to forward it, The subsequent accounts having 
before been sent you they did not suppose it necessary to send duplicates, 
The £11,700, they claim to hold in security for their account and to 
havea lien upon the remaining Bonds in the hands of the assignees of 
Wright & Co, as further security for the payment of their acct. and for 
damages under the contract, as appears by their statement of the contract, 
forwarded last fall with their acct, I forwarded as I before informed you 
* Ante, 235. 
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2 copy of your letter to me of 8th April," to Matheson & Ca. who handed 
it over to Thompson & Forman, In their letter advising that they had 
done so they say, “We notice that the Governor alludes to the Bonds 
having passed into the hands of our predecessors as Wrights assignees, 
which however you are aware is a misconception, these documents having 
been lodged with them, as neutral parties, by order of the court, at the 
request of the Illinois Commissioner.'” 

From the views expressed by you in your letter of roth inst, 
there appears to be a very wide difference between Mesers, Thompson 
& Forman and your views of their rights, and the chances for 
a settlement would appear to be very doubtful. What effect 
your last communication may produce upon them I am unable to 
state, but I have taken the liberty of suggesting to Messrs, Hicks & Co. 
that they recommend to Mess. Thompson & Forman, to make up in 
brief their claim in account and name the amount which they claim for 
damages, and send forward a tangible proposition for settlement of the 
whole matter—Or otherwise appoint an agent to proceed directly to 
Springfield and go through eh Pat your Excellency a thorough examination: 
cof the whole transaction and make if possible a final settlement. If no 
settlement can be effected and a surrender of the Bonds obtained, same 


action might be taken for the purpose of notifying the public that the 
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New York May 31st 1850 
His Excentency 


Avaustus C, Frenci 
‘SpRINcFIELD 

Drar Sm: I duly received the letter of Mr. Moore dated r8th inst. 
covering a statement of indebtedness surrendered to you, with your 
order to issue Stock for the same, and I herewith hand you twenty certifi- 
cates amounting to $20,517 15/ of New Internal Improvement Stocks, 
and ten Interest Bonds amounting to $9,207 25/ in the name of Breed 
& Livingston, also one certificate New Intl, Impt, Stock for $1867 79/ 
and one Interest Bond for $871 63/ in the name of Ureal Mills, all of 
which I trust you will find correct, I shall forward you in a day or two 
abstracts of Registers of Bonds &c surrendered and New Stock issued 
to the rst June, I look for answers daily to my several letters since the 
toth Inst 

And remain 
Your Mo. Obt, Svt. 
Juuws Wavswornt 


New York June rth 1850 
His Excenunney 
Aususrus C, Frexcm 
‘SPRINGPIEED: 

Drag Sm: 1 am this moming in receipt of yours of the 3rd inst." 
advising receipt of my letter of 22nd May? relative to the settlement of 
the Macalister & Stebbins affair. And your views (which accord with 
‘the construction { put upon the law) [ have communicated to Mr, Macal- 
ister. T hope to hear from him in a few days, and trust he will adopt 
your suggestion and surrender all but the 78 Bonds, and receive a pro- 
rata of the Liquidation Bonds, 

Your letter of rst or 4th inst,* (I cannot distinguish which) is also 
received this morning, desiring me to let you know precisely the amount 
which will be necessary to meet the interest in July on the Liquidation 
Bonds issued. In reply I would say that at present but $150,000 of the 
Liquidation Bonds have been issued, the interest to July upon these 

* This letter Is not found in the LettersBooks. 

* Ante, 226. 

* Ante, 327, 
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Bonds will be $4,500 from which deduct $6, on cach $1000, (which 1 
suppose will be the rate paid in July out of the interest fund) say $g900— 
leaves to be remitted $3,600. You can see from the statement I forwarded 
the whole amount of Liquidation Bonds to be issued in case Macalister 
should surrender all the outstanding “Interest Bonds” or other securities 
in their stead. Also the amt. in case he should surrender all but 
the r78 Bonds and receive the pro rata amount on Liquidation bonds 
and can be guided in your remittance accordingly, I will see that the 
interest is promptly paid on whatever amount may be issued, 
Tam truly Yrs, 
Juries Wavswortm 


New York June 20th 1850 
His Excetiency 
Aucustus C. Frencr 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Sm: We have to advise of the collection this day of the draft 
remitted us on the sth April last E, W. Clark & Bros. on E. W. Clark 
Dodge & Co. for Thirty Thousand Dollars, drawn April 3rd at 75 days 
after date and falling due June 20th for account of the dividend for 
July 1850, 
We herein our receipt for said amt, $30,coo—carried to 
the credit of the ividend. 
Your Mo, Obt, Svts, 
Wansworta & SHELDON 
Interest Agents 


New York June 27, 1850 


‘of Mr Sti ered remittance of Thirty six Hundred 
\1 d/s dit on E, W. Clark, ig Co, for the purpose of paying 
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proxo and paid as directed, and we enclose you herewith our receipt 


for the amount. 
Very Respectfully 
Your Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Wavswort & SHeLpon 
Interest Agents 


New York July oth 18: 
His EXCELLENCY Mae 
Aucustus C. FRENCH 

Dean Sm: [ am this morning in receipt of your letter' on the sub- 
ject of the business with Messrs. Thompson & Forman and think it 
places the whole matter in a perfectly clear and fair light and cannot see 
as any exception can be taken by them. 

‘I expect now to leave for England about the 2sth inst. and when in 
London I will take occasion to call upon them and have a conference upon 
the subject, and hope that such an interview may result in some proposi- 
tions or suggestions that may form the basis of a final settlement, at all 
events I will endeavor to arrive at the length and breadth of their claim 
and learn what their utmost expectations are in the premises. 

I have not been able to make any further progress in the business 
with Messrs, Macalister & Stebbins—and fear all is done that can be 
done under the law, unless some new view of it can be taken, Capt. 
Diller has not yet made his appearance, but I hope soon to see him and 
have him take the canceled bonds and other papers which have for some 
time been in readiness for him. 

Tremain Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Jets Wapsworts 


New Yor July oth 850 
His EXcELLENcy 


Auoustus C. rence 
‘SrRINGFIELD 

Dean Str: We duly received your letter of the 29th* relative to 
an arrangement with Mr, Kreigh to receive funds from the Treasury 
and draw upon us, 

* Letter of June 27, 18g0. See anie, 239. 

"This letter Is not found in the Letter-Books. 
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= New Yorx July 20, 1850 


Avcustus C, Frencn 
SpRINcrikep 

Dean Sm: Your esteemed favor of the xath inst." informing 
us that Mr, Moore would enclose us a draft on E. W, Clark, Dodge & Co, 
for $15,000—also the letter of Mr, Moore covering such draft came to 
hand this day, and the draft will be held until due Octo. 14/17, 
when if paid we will forward our receipt for the same on account of the 
‘Tenth instalment for payments of Interest. We are sorry it should be 
necessary to take drafts having longer than 6o days to run, as Mr, Kreigh 
proposed to take the funds and give drafts at 60 days date. There may 
be a saving to the State in this plan of remittance, but it renders by just 
so much cur compensation for doing a very intricate and often laborious 
business. When the arrangement was made funds were forwarded in 
sight drafts, whenever any amount was collected, 

We would much prefer to receive the Specie at Springfield and give 
our receipt for it than have it forwarded in longer drafts than 60 days 
from date. We leave the matter however to your own choice in making 
remittances. 

‘The stall remittances which you advised us would be made on the 
oth July have not yet reached us. 

We remain Dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Svts 
Wavsworta & SHELDON 
Interest Agents: 


New York July 23d 1850 
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E. W. Clark, Dodge & Co, for $11,300, which fell due and has been 
collected to day—as follows, 
‘To Cr. of Ninth Dividend Sorns4 
“4 «Tenth Dividend (Jany 1851) 1,382,465 
‘$11,300,00 
‘We remain Very Respectfully 
Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Wavsworta & SmELpoN 
Interest Agents 
‘The Credits to Ninth Dividends 
are as follows 
$4,582,92 
§,000,00 
54154 
17,000,00 
(30,000,00 
14,545,00 
927,54 
$66,000,00 


New York July 24, 1850 


His Excentency 
Avucusrus C, Frencar 
Sramsortetp 
Dear Sir: Your valued favor of the 16th inst.* is just received 
covering through Mr. Moore a remittance of Five Hundred & Eighty 
Dollars which has been applied as you direct, as follows 
$100. to pay the amt, advanced to complete the Peabody claim 
105,“ “ bill of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, 
231,68 to your credit to com paid on draft in favor Johnson & Co. 
$14ai32 “on account 
$380,060 
1 observe that no remittance is made to cover the small balance due 
on the Peabody claim $71 91/ should you remit this amount it will be 
paid over on its receipt 
“This letter fa not found in the Letter-Bocks. 
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‘Mr. Gregg and Mr. Brayman have both called upon me to day. 
They return soon to Illinois I sail on the 27th inst. in the Steamer 
“‘Atlantic™ shall not be absent more than about six weeks, 

Tremain Your Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Jouvs WanswortH 


New Yore July 26, r850 
His Excettency 


Avcustus C, Frevce 
Dear Sm: I wrote you on the 24th inst? Since which I have been 
handed the enclosed copy of a letter by the Attorneys of Messrs. Thomp- 
son & Forman on the subject of my communication to them, as T advised 
you on the 28th May last. 
By this you will observe they state their claim as follows 
For Iron supplied . BA. 13. 9 
“Damages on amount of Tron 36,147.10. 0 
fsos8 39 


Fifty Thousand Five Hundred forty cight Pounds three shillings & 
nine pence, Equivalent to about Two Hundred & Fifty Thousand 
Dalles 


do not doubt you will consider to be out of all reason, and I 
presume after talking the matter over with them I can pursuade them of 
the unreasonableness of expecting under any settlement to be allowed 
the difference between the contract price of the Iron & the present value, 


supplied you are aware Messrs. T. & F. 

h they have funded into New Interal Tmprove- 

160, Interest Bonds $19,467,76, which they claim to 
first sum, & a lien upon the Bonds 

damages on the iron not delivered. 1 

‘inced that any lien they may claim upon 
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in their claim. 1 hope at least by seeing them to get some proposels 
which may form a basis of a recommendation by your Excellency to the 
Legislature an the subject, 
I remain Dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Servant 
Jourus Wapswortir 


New Yorx July 26, 1850 

Hox. Ave, C, Frenc 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sm; We are in receipt of your favor of the 17th inst,' relative 
to the arrangement with Mr. Kreigh. We do not see as it is necessary 
to say more than we have relative to taking the drafts of Mr. Kreigh 
Cashr. and we repeat that you can deliver any specie you have to remit 
to us, to Mr. Kreigh cashr. or his agents on receiving his draft upon us 
the American Exchange Bank (Acceptance waived) at 60 days from 
date, and upon receiving such draft from you we will immediately send 
you our receipt for the same to the credit of such instalment of interest 
‘as you may direct. We do also guarantee [sic] the State from any loss in 


consequence of Liking thee drafts If you desire you can send such 
sums as Mr, D, Kreigh does not take, by Express, as we suggested a few 
days since, 


Very Respectfully 
Yours &e WapsworrH & SieLpon 


New Yorx Aug roth 1850 
To His Excettency 
Aucustus C, Frencit Gov, 
Srrincrin.p 

Deas Se: The Agent of the Alton and Sangamon Rail road Co. has 
transferred to us 2000§ of Tinos Interest Bonds with which he proposed 
to pay the State the 2000$ in State indebtedness, as per agreement at 
the time of purchase of the road from the State. 

‘This two thousand dollars in Bonds we have agreed to hold subject 
to your approval, and wish to know if it is right, and if it is, to ask you 
to forward us your receipt for the same or to authorize us to sign one for 

«This letter is not found in the Letter-Booka 
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the State. The Agent wished us to inform you by telegraph that he 
had made the deposite with us, which we did last Saturday P.M. 

In aletter of June 18th* Julius Wadsworth mentioned that the Agents 
of Geo. Peabody had presented a further claim for 71 9r/100 Dollars, 
by referring to it you will understand it, they have called upon us twice 
since Mr. W. left, and wished us to call your attention to it again. 

Very Respectfully Yours: 
Wansworth & SieLpon 


New York Aug 2gth 1850. 
To His Excrttmncy 
Aveustus C. Frencn Goverxor & 
Sprincrieip TLLinors 
Deax Str: We have yours of the 22nd also a letter from E. Moore 
Esq acknowledging the receipt of packages per Isaac R. Diller Esq 
forwarded to you by ourselves.* 
Mr. B. C. Webster has called on us and mentioned what you wrote, 
ig the books and accounts, we told him that we were 
and whenever he had your instructions he said he 
ie the accounts, and we judge from what he said 
that he expected more definite directions from you in a few days, as he 
did not know definitely what you wanted him to examine, 
We notice that you acknowledge the receipt of a telegraphic despatch, 
from us advising you of the receipt by us of 2000$ bonds of the State 
from “Alton & Sangamon R. R. Co." Our object in ae this 


onsequi oy a best to await your 
ee 


the interest vouchers, this it 
unless we get out an entire new 
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each instalment separate, and as we have some receipts in each book 
almost daily, we must either have new books or retain these. Should 
it be necessary for these receipts to go to Springfield please send us word 
immediately, so that we can be prepared with new books, We will 
endeavor to see Mr. Webster, and he may give us a more definite 
idea of what will be necessary, when we will write you again, 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servts. 
Wapswortn & SHELDON 


New Yorx Septem rth 1850 

Avoustus C. Frenca, Goy &c 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Se: Yours of the goth! was duly received and your directions 
to us to receive and receipt for the 2000$ Interest paying bonds of the 
State of Illinois from the Alton & Sangamon R. R. Co. has our attention. 
On the receipt of the above instructions we called upon Mr. J. B. 
Danforth, agent of the Road, and told him that the 2000$ in Interest 
Bonds of 1857, would not be satisfactory, and that we had your orders 
to receive only Interest paying Bonds, when he told us he would see in the 
course of a few days and settle it but to day he called with a Mr. Hickox 
of your place, who is interested in the road and says that Mr, H. will 
leave here this evening for Springfield and will call on you on the subject 
immediately after his arrival and see if he cannot get you to take the 
Interest Bonds of 1857 

‘As soon as you have seen him will you inform us of your decision as 
early as possible, so that we can close the transaction. Mr. Webster 
is now here and has commenced his examination of our accounts, 

‘We remain Truly Yours 
Wapsworra & SHELDON. 


Avoustus C. Frenca Gov &c tlie eee 
Sprinorretn Tits 
Dear Siz: We have to day received from E. Moore Esqr. Four 
Drafts of D. Kreigh Esqr. Cash on the American Exchange Bank of 
"This letter fs not found In the Letter- Books, 





we ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


this City amounting in all to Forty nine Thousand Seven Hundred 
Dollars due Sept 4th which amount we have placed to the credit of the 
‘Tenth Dividend as per our receipt herein enclosed, 

We last addressed you on the sith since which Mr, Webster has 
continued his examination, and hopes to complete it in a few days, the 
accounts being lengthy requires very close attention, which he is giving 
to it. We hope our Mr, W, will return before he leaves, a8 he may be 
able to suggest some plan to obviate the necessity of sending our Interest 
receipt books to you which is yoing to cause us a great deal of confusion 
and trouble, and we hope can be obviated in some way, we are however 
perfectly ready to obey your instructions to the letter. 

You requested us some time since to invest for the School Fund in 
linois Internal Improvement Stock at 50, these are now selling at 524 
but we think they will not maintain their price, The Interest Bonds 
have now declined to 28} to 29, and will soon we think touch 28 when 


we will buy 
Very Respectfully 
Yours 
Wansworrn & SweLpon 

“ Nuw York, Sept 21, 1850 
His Excennency 
Augustus C. Frencr Gov &c 
‘SrRiNGrIELD 

Dear Sir: We duly received yours of the oth inst,* and notice the 


‘aontents. 
We immediately informed the Agent of the Alton & Sangamon 
R. F you would not accept any but Interest paying indebtedness, 
‘then prot to send us in the two Bonds, but the next day 
WS | epee 
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Mr. Webster left here two or three days since, having completed 
his examination of our a/c and certifies that it was correct, we have sent 
by him vouchers for the whole amount which was paid up to July rst 
1850, which we trust will be satisfactory. These vouchers are the 
checks cancelled by the Bank as being paid, and most of them are 
endorsed. 


Respectfully Yours 
Wansworrs & SHELDON 


New Yor Septem 23, 1850 
His Excettency 


Aucustus C, Frescrt 

Dear Si: I arrived in this city on my return from England on the 
arst inst_ after a very prosperous voyage. T have looked over the corre- 
spondence between your Excellency and Wadsworth & Sheldon, and 
the transactions relative to State matters since my absence, and find all 
correct. I am sorry that I should have been absent at the time your 
agent for auditing the Interest payments was here, and trust you will 
find the report and vouchers satisfactory. If however it should prove 
necessary to have the original vouchers or signatures of the parties, I 
will endeavor to arrange our books so as to give them to you. If this 
was a final close of the accts, there would be no difficulty, as the books 
could at once be sent, but as we are continuing to make payments on 
all the instalments we are taking receipts in the same books. Some 
payments made since July last are now included so that they cannot 
be separated. On the first of January they can be closed so far as pay- 
ments on Coupons are concerned and the books sent you in the same 
manner as when { audited Mr, Leavitts accts, and the payments on 
the New Stock made out in the same manner, The dividend books 
‘on the New Stock will have to be retained here, but if necessary certi- 
fied copies can be made out. You are aware that this dividend book 
contains the signatures of all parties who have taken their dividends, 
but scattered all through the book, and the dividends of all parties who 
have not called, with the space left for the signature. These books can 
hardly be parted with from the Agency until all are paid and have signed 
which may run for some years before every individual will have signed. 
It seems to me that/a copy or a concise statement certified by the party 
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auditing the acct. will answer. Whatever you find necessary we will 
try to conform to. 

A source of great regret to me is that the School Fund moneys have 
not been invested. And the Stock has advanced materially in conse- 
quence of the passage of the bill appropriating lands for the Central 
railroad. I fear now they will not fall to the price which you direct 
them to be bought, and it becomes a question whether they shall now 
be bought at the market price. They are quoted to day at 57. for New 
Intl, Impt. Stock and 23} Interest Bonds, I regret the failure to get 
Bonds for the Tnterest Fund at a low price exceedingly, a3 I was par- 
ticularly desirous to make the most possible out of the Interest Fund. 

Before leaving London I got Messrs. Thompson & Forman to con- 
gent to an adjustment of their claim on terms suggested by myself, 
subject to your approval and confirmation of the Legislature. 1 will 
in a few days send you a copy of the correspondence, with full particulars, 
and in my opinion the terms are advantageous to the State, allowing 
the damages as arranged. I am obliged to be absent from the city a 
few days and leave to day, when I return I will forward the full par- 
ticulars. 

Tam dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Juxiws Wapsworte 


New York Octo, and 2850 


To His Excenuency 
Aucustus C, FReNcH 
‘Dear Str: I wrote you on the 23rd ulto.* and having been absent 
from. ‘the City, have delayed further communications to this time. 
W ou with a copy of the correspondence between 
Forman and neato to their claim against 


correspondence see post, 546-St. 
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be contract, and all subsequent circumstances connected with the 
fair, 

From the terms of the contract your Excellency will observe that 
no offer could have been made by Genl. Whiteside to fulfil any of the 
conditions which Messrs. Thompson & Forman would have refused, 
but on the contrary they would have eagerly seized upon any offer within 
the broadest construction of the contract. 

Tt appears to me that the interest of the State would be most con- 
sulted by as early a settlement of the business as possible provided reason- 
able terms could be obtained. There were two plans which might 
have been adopted by Messrs, T. & F. which might ultimately be more 
advantageous to them, and extremely prejudicial to the interests of the 
State, involving much trouble, first to procure an order of the Court 
for a sale of the bonds and settlement of damages on the contract, or 
second to keep the (contract) in its present shape until Tilinois Bonds can 
be sold at par and then deliver the Iron. The latter course would of 
course require years delay but such a state of things would eventually 
come, and the recent grants of land by Congress will no doubt if judi- 
ciously managed by the State hasten the time when the bonds will be 
worth their full par value. 

Tn view of all circumstances after much consideration I determined to 
submit the proposal or suggestion which you will find [copy] of herewith, 
Your Excellency will observe that I avoided any act which should in 
any way compromise the State, and disavowed acting as agent of the 
‘State. The account submitted to Messrs T. & F. by me and to which 
their assent is obtained, is subject to your approval and the confirmation 
‘of the Legislature and should your Excellency determine that the terms 
proposed are not sufficiently advantageous to the State, the affair will 
‘of course drop. I cannot however but believe you will concur in my 
opinion and recommend the legislature to authorise the settlement 
‘upon the terms submitted, 

The amount of damages are not large, not exceeding fifty thousand 
dollars, as the whole amount to be paid in Liquidation Bonds is but 
$130,000 dollars—whilst Messrs, T, & F, surrender about $80,000 of New 
Internal Impt. Stock & Interest Bonds, as well as surrender the Bonds 
in the hands of Howland & Aspinwall amounting to nearly $1,000,0c0— 
‘This I consider exceedingly desirable in order that the state may get 
up all the old indebtedness as well as get a final settlement of an old 
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unadjusted claim, 1 will only say in conclusion that I hope the arrange- 
ment may prove satisfactory and shall feel in any result that I have 
done my best to promote the interests of the State in the negociation (sic). 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
T have the honor to remain 
Your Excellency’s Mo. Obt. Svt. 
Jvuvs Wavsworrn 


(Copy) 
Lonpan sth Sept. 1850 

Dear Sir: In reference to our claim against the State of Illinois 
which you have been requested by the Governor to discuss with us we 
‘now at your request submit to you the amount due to us made out in 
accordance with the principle contained in the letter of Messrs. Oliverson 
& Co. under date of rath July last which we forwarded to Mesars. 
Hicks & Co. New York and of which they gave you a copy— 

Having had various conferences with you on the subject we are 
aware that a difference exists between us in regard to the period at which 
the price should be taken for calculating the damage sustained by us 
from the Contract not having been fully performed, you seemed to con- 

‘in January 1841 was the proper price for estimating 


WHS hated go he to ccounts which you will find to be marked No. 
+ &2. Nox you will be satisfied from your own knowledge of the price 
of Rails is correctly calculated and as regards No 2 the two contracts 
we showed you as made by ourselves in January 184x will satisfy you 
of the correctness of that ‘statement— 
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our discussions with you that if a settlement is effected the payment will 
be made in what are termed “Liquidation Bonds” drawing Interest 
at 6 prct, payable half yearly in New York, and that the payment of 
the interest will be guaranteed out of the gencral Funds of the State, 
that so it may be paid in full regularly. 

Should our efforts of a settlement fail we should much regret it, 
but of course it must not in that case affect our rights as at present 
existing. 

We are 
Dear Sir 
Yours Respectfully 
‘THomrson & ForMAN 
Julius Wadsworth Esq, 
(Signed) 
Nor. (Copy) 
‘The State of Tlinois 
Tn account with 
‘Thompson & Forman Dr. 
To balance of acct. for Rails delivered with interest cal- 
culated to Dec. 31 1850 Ais,257- 6. 7- 
Difference in value of Rails between contract rate & 
present nite as pr letter of rath July 1850 £4.15/ pr 
‘Ton which on 7610 Tons is 36147. 10. 0. 
1,404. 16. 7. 
which at the exchange ts $as1,g12:49 Be SF 
(Copy) 
Noz 
State of Llinois 
in account with 
‘Thompson & Forman Dr 
‘To Balance of Account for Rails delivered with Interest cal- 
culated to 3181 December 1850 £15,257. 6. 7 
Difference in value of Rails between contract 
Rate & rate in Jany, egy ear 
by Mr. Wadsworth é 
‘Ton, which on 7610 Tons is 
Add Interest 10 years: 


27,880. 12. 6 


£42,367. 19. 5 


which at the exchange of 10 is $207,132.22 





Messrs THompson & Foran 

‘Deax Sis; Your communication of this date relative to your claim 
against the State of Ilinois growing out of a contract made with you 
in 1839 by the Commissioners of Tlinois and Messrs. Wright & Co. of 
London together with the accompanying accounts No 1 & 2 are before 
me, and in accordance with your desire as well as in conformity with 
our previous understanding, E submit to you the following views on 
the subject— 

My first knowledge of the existence of your claim was the pres- 
entation by Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall of a large amount of the 
Toternal Improvement Bonds of Illinois for funding into the New Stock, 
under the law of 1847 for refunding the State debt, Upon refer[rling to 
the register furnished me of the Bonds of the State outstanding, 1 
found that these bonds were set down as being simply lodged in the 
hands of Messrs. Magniac, Jardine & Co. for safe keeping and subject 
to the order of the State—whereupon J declined to refund the bonds, and 
communicated the circumstances to Goy. French who concurred with 
‘me in my determination—Subsequent enquiries into the matter led to 
the information that the bonds had been lodged with Magniac, 
‘Jardine & Co. under an order of your Courts subject to the claims you 
have under the contract before alluded to for a certain quantity of 

d ‘you claiming damages on that portion of the iron not 


security having ‘received the same from Messrs, Wright 
‘the terms of the Contract. ‘These last named 

| into the New Stock and now stand in your 

is. Ae hot 4 he See of Te ae 


| in a nearer understanding and settlement of 


assuring you that Gov. French feels every desire 
n the adjustment of your claim, 

lature the passage of a law 

terms which he shall be 


| 
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I have therefore under the influence of an earnest desire to bring 
about a final settlement of this business—not however acting by authority 
or as agent of the State—drawn up a statement of account embracing 
your account for iron delivered and a certain allowance for damages 
on the 7610 Tons of iron not delivered—The allowance for damages 
I fix as a difference in the contract price, and the value of similar iron 
at a subsequent period, say sometime from October 1840 to January 
184r that being about the time that it became apparent from the con- 
dition of affairs in Tlinois and the market value of the Stocks, as well 
as the failure of Messrs Wright & Co, that the State would be unable 
to carry out the contract with you and therefore a proper time for an 
adjustment of damages for failure of the contract—The difference in 
the value or market price of similar iron about the period named was 
about 2£ or a little more per ton but inasmuch as you desire a preference 
on your claim and payment in some security immediately available T 
have adopted £1 as the allowance for damages on the 7610 tons not 
delivered, this allowance to take date on the rst Jany. 1841 and bear 
interest at 5 per cent up to rst Jany 185r, the account so made up adding 
exchange at 10%, present rate amounts to $130,396,70— 

This account I submit to your consideration and suggest that you 
so modify your demands as to consent that I submit the same to Gov. 
French with the understanding that if he will recommend the Legis- 
lature to authorise the issue of Liquidation Bonds to that amount bear- 
ing 6 per cent interest from the rst January 1851 and providing for the 
‘payment of interest pro rata out of the interest fund and the balance out 
of the State Treasury and to be paid promptly in New York semi annu- 
ally on the rst days of July and January in each year, that you will 
accept them in final settlement of the contract, and will surrender to 
the State the “New Internal Improvement Stock" & ‘Interest Bonds” 
received in exchange for the 52 Bonds of £225 Sterling each, before 
named and delivered to the State Agent in New York the bonds held 
by order of the Court subject to your contract— 

Should you accept this proposition be assured that I will place the 
matter before the Governor and urge the adoption of the same by him 
and entertain a belief that it will result in a final settlement— 

Please communicate your determination by letter as soon as possible 

Tremain Dear Sirs 
Your Obt. Servt, 
(Signed) Jo.rus WapsworTe 
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Upon the receipt of the proposed “liquidation Bonds" for $130396.70 
as per account you have sent us we shall be prepared to surrender 
our claim & the securities alluded to in your letter. 

‘We are 
Dear Sir 
Yours respectfully 

(signed) ‘THomrson & Forman 
PS, We send you the account showing our claim for Rails supplied 
amounting to £15,257.6.7. with interest to the end of this year. 

Julius Wadsworth Exqr. 


Co, 
The State of Mlinais a 


Tn account with 
Thompson [& Forman) 


. To Balance due this day praccount rendered t4,400 38g 


To 6 Months Interest £360 
less, recd in prt of Int to ust uly raae m9 8 9 


Hr46so 11 6 
July «To 6 Months Interest £306 
less, reed in part of Int. to Jany 1850 209 19 3 
ist £4959 30 9 
Jany 1. To 6 Months Interest £374 15 
Lex, reed in part on int. to rt July 185068 36 15 0 


£15357 6 7 


New Yorx Oct, 8th 1850. 

His EXCELLENCY 
Aucustus C, Frencn 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Six: The writter addressed you under date of and inst® 
relative to the treaty with Messrs. Thompson & Forman, and since that 
date none of your favors have reached us, We accompany this with a 
brief statement of the condition of our acts. with the several interest 

* Ante, 344. 
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instalments up to the 7th inst. merely for the purpose of enabling you at 
at glance to see the condition of affairs relating to interest payments, 

‘Those balances are being gradually reduced and will no doubt in 
time be entirely absorbed as the improvement in the price of the stock 
is drawing the attention of holders to those bonds and they are collect- 
ing their arrears of interest, and it is a frequent occurrence that a lot 
of coupons come in on which none of the dividends have been paid, 
You will observe that the balances on all the instalments are now small, 
and the whole balance is only a little over $22,000— 

We have mace up a complete account to the rst July last embracing 
not only the payments on Stock presented here for payment but amounts 
remitted to England and other items of expenditure, with all the vouchers 
(except thoee sent by Mr. Webster) and have them in a package to be 
sent you by Mr. Ridgely: who leaves for Springfield in a day or two. 
‘This a/c will be clear and complete and we wish you would have Mr. 
‘Webster examine it & compare it with the vouchers and sign the certi- 
ficate attached, and have this account substituted for the one he took 
out with him, as that is only for payments made here and does not 
embrace all the items to make the acct, complete. This package will 
also embrace an a/c of all (so far as rendered to us made by Messrs. 
Matheson & Co,) from the date to which their acct, was made up & 
forwarded to you, up to the rst July with the vouchers. 

Also a general account current Wadsworth & Sheldon with the several 
instalments of interest payments for the State which in fact is only a 
duplicate of the other acct. in different form a3 kept on our private acct, 
books. 

Also an account with the state of Illinois, being the contingent 
expense acct. embracing sundry moneys received from you and paid 
out, with vouchers therewith. ‘These accounts marked # will be per- 
foctly comprehensive and will be in the most suitable shape for examina- 
tion of the finance committee, and we trust satisfactory as well to your 
Excellency as to the Legislature — 

‘The transactions in the Stock of Illinois are now so large that our 
certificates for transfers are used up very rapidly we are now nearly out 

Al sz, cies, Baltone, Marylat Sesmeliaep 
to St. Louis; 1835, became cashier of Springéield Branch of 


Northern Coss Railroad ln aBe7; tendered lout to sete fa 86; laerooted la mat 
csi npg ied Senvary 38, 2888 “(Dateman od: Selby, idrial 
Eneystopedte of Winols, 
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of Interest Bonds for transfers & shall be obliged soon to forward more 
for signature— 

‘The price of Bonds continues to advance and we regret very much 
the delay of investing the School Fund Moneys and hope soon to hear 
from you advising purchase of Stock or Int. Bonds, the best we can. 
We quote now 6oc & 35c, The writer will address a letter to your 
Excellency relative to the Central Rail Road matters, advising of some 
steps taken under advice of Senator Douglass, who will be in Spring- 
field in two or three weeks. 

We remain Your Mo, Obt. Servts, 


Wanswormt & Simetpon 


Statement of the Condition of the Several Instalments of Illinois Interest on the 
7th of October 1850 


1st Inslalment Amt, overpaid to July 1, 1850 $612,094 
“ paid from July rtoOct7 41,99 ae ae Det. 7/90 


2nd Instalment Amt. on hand July ©1850 270,78 


“paid from July sto Octz 5057 
“ onhand Octo 7, 1850 


ard Instalment Amt. on hand July x, 1850 1184.05 
“paid from July to Octo. 7 91,00 


“oa hand Octo 7, 1850 

‘gh Instalment Avot. on hand July 1, x850 648,97 
“~ pd.from July rtoOcto7 489,31 
“ onhand Octo7, 1850 

5th Instalment Amt. on hand July x, 1850 -2813,2r 
“ pdfrom July stoOcty 552,31 
“on hand Octo 7, 1850 

‘6th Instalment Amt. on hand July x, 1850 234143 
“ pdfrom July 1,toOcto7, 56349 
“ on hand Octo 7, 1850 

ph Instalment Amt on band July 1, 1850 $452.39 
“ pdfrom July 2, to Octo 7, 958,24 
“ onhand Octo 7, 1850 44st 
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would buy whenever you thought best and suggested funding ‘Interest 
Bonds." After the writer sailed for Europe your letter was reed advising 
to buy at soc for principal or 28 for Interest Bonds, but at no time after 
rect. of that letter could they be bought at those prices and Mr. Sheldon 
understood that we were limited at those prices. Before the writer 
returned the Land Bill had passed (which we had by no means antici- 
pated) and the price went directly up. Since then we have been in 
doubt how to act. The Stock is now worth 6r4 for principal and 38 
for Interest Bonds, and we think it possible you may find some parties 
in Winois of whom you may purchase on better terms than of parties 
here,—say of Breed & Livingston &c and draw upon us, or pay out of 
interest money and on advice we will send you receipt for the amt. 
In the mean time we will further await the movements in this market 
and think the fever for speculation will so0n abate. In fact we believe 
most purchasers of the Stock are acting under the impression that the 
donation of lands are going to enable the State soon to resume interest 
payments in full or nearly so but they must soon get their eyes open to 
the facts, 

James Holford has been the largest operator as he is now the largest 


holder of our securities. He is going out to Illinois & thinks he can 
drive the State into some measures to pay their interest and establish 
their credit by a determination (as he expresses it) to be honest hereafter, 
‘We remain dear Sir 
Your Mo, Obt. Syts 
Wansworrn & Sitnon: 


P.S, Whilst in Washington I had several interviews with our 
Members of Congress relative to some plan of operation in regard to 
the appropriation to build the rail road, and Senator Douglass par- 
ticularly desired me to suggest some mode by which the greatest adyan- 
tage can be realized to the State. 

T have given the matter a good deal of attention and talked with 
various parties, bond holders and others, and have concluded to send 
a circular (under the advice of Mr, Douglass) to the principal holders 
of Internal Improvement Bonds, I would have preferred to have sub- 
mitted it to you before doing so but found there would not be time to 
send it out to you & have you write back and then send to England &c 
in time to get replies by the time the Legislature meets, and this I think 
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important as many large Speculators are already moving with: 
to organizing companies to take the Iands and build the road. 
send you a copy of the Circular as soon as ready & do not doubt, 


will concur in the propriety of it. 
Tam truly Your Obr. Svt. 


Joris WapsworTH — 


New York October 18, 1850 
His Excen.ency 
Auoustus C. Frenca 
‘SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Sm: We wrote you on the 11th inst: and are since in the 
receipt of your favor of the 3rd inst* relative to the spurious Scrip 
received from Mr, Cushman directing us to suspend payments of inter- 
est on No 2012, until the Scrip $148 87. is replaced by good Scrip by 
Mr, Sears the party for whom Mr, Cushman forwarded the Scrip, We 
have written Mr. Sears on the subject and will follow your directions 
in the premises, 
close you herewith our receipt for Fifteen Thousand Dollars 
on acct. of the roth instalment for payments of Interest, this amt. 
Opens W. Clark Bros, & Co, on E. W. Clark, 
ath July last & falling due on the r7th 
inst. a edie co les of July 20th—We also enclose you bill for 
two blank books of “Interest bonds” which we have had printed for 
transfers, and which we have forwarded by Express for signature, and 
Express receipt. The bill $52 50/ we have charged 
account of the State. We hope the certificates will be 
ed with as little delay as possible, as we shall in a few 
rr 


a little pause in the operations in 
es may soon be some reaction ayd if 80 


are Your Mo, Obt. Svis 
‘WapswortH & SHELDON 
Tnterest Agents 
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Nuw York Octo 23rd 1850 
His Excetiency 
Avoustus C, Frenci 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Deak Six: I wrote you on the rzth* inst. that under the advice of 
Senator Douglass I was about to address a circular to the holders of 
Mlinois Securities, and I now enclose one of the Circulars, Before 
getting the Circular printed I submitted it to Mr, James G, King & 
others representing foreign Bond Holders and they all concurred in 

the policy of the Circular and approved of the suggestions, and Mr. 

King particularly said he would interest himself in it and write to his 
friends in England urging upon them the adoption of some measures 
as suggested . 

T trust you will approve of it and presume you may see the importance 
of keeping these lands out of the hands of Speculators, and every effort 
to render the lands as available to the State as possible should be adopted. 

I am about to leave for Chicago to be absent about three weeks, 
Shall be back to New York about the roth proximo, and hope I may hear 
from you touching these and other matters, and I shall be most happy 


to [do] anything you may suggest for the purpose of furthering your views 
or wishes in any and all matters relating to the interest of the State, 
Tremain Your Excellency’s 
Mo. Obt. Servt 
. Jorus WavsworTs 
PS. I have forwarded Circulars to all the largest bond holders in 
England, 


(Copy of Circular) 

To Te Crepriors or tHe State or Intois 

‘The Congress of the United States, at the Session recently closed, 
granted to the State af Ilinois the right of way through the public lands 
for the construction of a Railroad from the southern terminus of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal to a point at or near the junction of the 
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, with branches of the same to Chicago, 
on Lake Michigan, and to Galena, on the Mississippi River, and donated 
every alternate section of land for six sections in width, on each side of 
said road, thereby providing for the construction of nearly six hundred 

"Amie, 354 
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miles of Railroad within the limits of said State, embracing a 


of the State as to the State itself, (it some sieans be Serie foe 
purpose of constructing the road in such manner that the State or 
creditors may derive the advantage of the value of the lands, or the 
road itself, when completed, to apply in liquidation of the State debt. 

‘The Legislature of the State of Illinois assembles on the first Monday — 
in January next, and movements are already being made by individuals — 
for the purpose of organizing companies to apply to the Legislature to 
be incorporated for the purpose of constructing said road, and to receive 
the lands, or the proceeds thereof to aid in the construction, 

‘What terms may be proposed or how advantageous to the State 
any proposed arrangements will prove, remains to be leamed; but it 
fs in no degree probable that any terms proposed will have for their 
object the sole interest of the State, or the creditors of the State; and it 
is highly probable that efforts will be made to procure a free gift of the 
lands, by the ‘State, to some company who will undertake to construct 


id such an arrangement be effected, the advantages of the 
foi vill be almost entirely lost to the State and the 


cost of a single tract, with heavy iron 
tvunsnd colar per mile. And 
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the approval of a large share of the creditors of the State, or as a proposi- 
tion by the bond holders, there is little doubt it would meet with the 
concurrence of the Legislature, provided the plan should embrace and 
secure the objects contemplated by the grant of lands, and furnish 
suitable provisions for the security of, or liquidation of the State debt. 

‘The actual amount of money required to commence and complete 
the entire works, it is estimated will not exceed two million of dollars, 
as the lands along the line may be sold as the road progresses, and will, 
it is believed, yield ample means to provide for the balance of the cost 
of the road, and Ieave a surplus of lands after the completion. 

‘Under the old system of internal improvements adopted by the State 
prior to her embarrassments, over one million dollars was expended in 
grading, bridging &e on the southern division of this line of railroad, 
a large part of which work is still in good preservation, and will, by so. 
much, lessen the cost of construction; and it is not probable that to 
complete the southern section of one hundred miles will require an 
expenditure exceeding six or seven hundred thousand dollars. 

After the completion of the first section, the lands along its line may 
be sold, and the proceeds applied to the construction of the next section; 
and, when this is completed, the land bordering upon it may be sold and 
the proceeds be applied in constructing the road as before and so on until 
the whole road shall be completed, applying the remaining portion of the 
two million dollars as required in the course of constructing the road. 

A plan similar to the arrangement made with the State by the holders 
of Canal Bonds, for the completion of the canal would probably meet 
with favor from the Legislature, and would, if adopted, furnish a safe 
and profitable investment of money to the extent required. By this 
arrangement the lands granted by Congress and the right of way together 
with the road itself and the profits therefrom would be placed in the 
hands of trustees, selected in part by the creditors, and in part by the 
State, to secure first the payment of money advanced by the Bond 
holders, with the interest thereon, and next the bonds of the State, which 
may be registered by the holders advancing the money. 

Other plans may suggest themselves to parties having in view a 
more profitable result from the investment, such as the incorporation 
of a company, composed of the creditors and others, who will advance 
the money, by which the lands shall be granted to the company, and 
authority given to construct the road and retain the entire ownership, 





so ILLINOIS IISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


conditioned that the whole amount for which the lands may be sold shall 
be paid to the State in the outstanding indebtedness of the State. 

‘The outstanding liabilities of the State, other than the ‘Illinois & 
Michigan Canal Bonds” registered, and not including arrears of inter- 
est or the so styled “Interest Bonds” does not vary much from eight 
million dollars, and a cash advance of twenty-five per cent by the holders: 
of these securities, on the amounts held by them respectively, would 
produce the required amount of two million dollara for the construction 
of the road. 

‘The object of this Circular, however, is not to submit to the creditors 
of the State any plan, but rather to call their attention to the subject, 
for the purpose of eliciting some expression of views, such as their inter- 
ests may dictate, relative to a course to be adopted by the State in pro- 
viding for the construction of the railroad out of the proceeds of the land 
£0 liberally donated by the General Government for the purpose. And 
further to shew the importance of some action, on their part, to secure 
the benefits of these lands towards the security and ultimate payment of 
their claims. And I shall be most happy to be made the medium of 
any communications, suggestions, or plans which any of the creditors 
of the State may be pleased to submit for the consideration of 
the Government of Illinois, and which may form the basis of some 
plan or arrangements to be adopted by the Legislature. 

I have forwarded a list of the principal holders of the “New Internal 
Improvement Stock” to Messrs Matheson & Co, of London, which 
may be useful in case the bond holders should desire to have some con- 
cert with reference to the affair, 

Very respectfully 
Juurvs WavswortHt 
Agent of the State of Illinois 


Naw Yor Nov. 14, 1850 


City from Ilinois yesterday and found 
y to find my Circular meets 
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with your approval, and I beg to assure you that I shall take much 
pleasure in communicating to you any circumstances which may be 
interesting, and all information which I may gather relative to this 
matter as well as all others effecting the interest of the State, and I hope 
there may be something to place before you in time for your considera- 
tion before the meeting of the Legislature, I have been desired by 
numerous persons to be at Springfield during the Session and if I can 
make it convenient shall endeavor to go out in December if I determine 
it may be useful to the great interests in question, and it is possible I 
may have some plan matured to submit for your consideration. 

In relation to the matter with Thompson & Forman, I would say 
‘that I hope your conclusion will be favorable to the arrangement made 
by me as I am convinced if declined no future settlement can prove as 
favorable to the State. The improved appearance of Illinois affairs will 
render them less disposed to settle than when the arrangement was made, 

‘The investment of the School Fund Moneys will have attention before 
the middle of December, and the account sent you without delay. T 
ain disposed to think the best investment will be in the “Interest Bonds” 
which are now worth 38 to 39 and may decline a little further. 

I will purchase the $1000, Stock for you individually as you desire, 
and if you wish more purchased will buy for you If you will write me 
to do so, and the payment you can arrange when T see you in Spring- 
field or after the rst January if desirable. 

Your letter of the sth instant relative to the purchase of 19 Swords, 
‘came to hand this morning, and I will give the matter my early attention." 

I remain Your Excellency’s 
Mo, Obt. Svt 
Jouius Wanswornt 


ae New Yors Noy 27th 1850 
‘His EXcELtency 
Augustus C. Frencu 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: We are daily enquired of as to the dividend for January, 
whether it will be more than in July $6. on each $ro00. The amount 
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of your remittance is $66,ooo—and will if no more is remitted make the 
same dividend as in July. We presume this is all which will be remitted, 
and have informed parties inquiring that the dividend would probably 
be $6,—If this is correct we shall feel obliged if you will so inform us, 
and will advertise the same. 

‘The dividend on Liquidation Bonds will require attention, the pro 
rata will be paid out of the Interest Fund, and the balance it will be 
necessary to remit as before. The amount issued is not changed from 
what it was last July, viz—$r 50,000. 

We remain Your Excellency’s 
Mo. Obt. Svts. 
Wanpsworts & SHELDON 
Int. Agts. 


P.S. I am quite desirous to learn your determination about the 
settlement with Messrs. Thompson & Forman, as they have written 
me desiring to know as soon as possible. The securities have advanced 
considerably since the agreement was made, and I think they feel less 
desirous to carry it out than when it was agree[d] upon with me. I have 
no doubt the best interests of the State will be consulted in accepting 
the proposal 
Yours &c 
Jutius WavsworTH 


New York Decr. 16, 1850 

His EXceLLENcy 
Avcustus C, Frencu 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sir: We enclose you a statement of Illinois Stock purchased 
by us for the School Fund amounting to $23,650,99, at a gross cost of 
$12,251,27. Which amount we have charged the School Fund by which 
you will see that we have paid out $517 12/100 more than the amount 
of funds received by us. This amount can however be returned to us 
out of other funds belonging to the Funds, or we can wait until the divi- 
dends on the Stock cover the amount. The January dividend will be 
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nearly two hundred ($200) Dollars which we suppose we are to collect 
as heretofore and credit in a/e to the School Fund. 

We have forwarded the Certificates by mail to day addressed to you, 
and we hope you will find the whole correct and satisfactory, It will 
always be our aim to do our best for the interests of the School Fund, 
as well as all other matters of the State entrusted fo us 

‘We remain Your Excellency’s 
Mo, Obt. Svts, 
Wansworrn & SHeLpon 


‘Tue Scoot Funp or tae State or Tutors 
Tn account current with Wadsworth & Sheldon Dr. 


1849 May 23 For balance as per account rendered $ 385 04 
“Noy. 28 “purchase of Interest Bond $770 55/ a 25h % 198 49 
1850 Dec 14 “~*~ of New Intl Tmpt. Stock and Tnterest 
Bonds to this date as per statement rendered 
herewith $1251 27 


$r2832 80 


Credit 

1840 June 11 By remittance of Gov. French $ 483 44 
Aug. 2 © collection of dividend on Stock of Wm B. Red- 

‘mon 2177 
Sept, rx By collection of July dividend on Stock of Fund 8x 50 
1850 June 1&8 By remittance of Gov. French 11537 45 
“ collection of January dividend on Stock of Fund 93 72 
By collection of July dividend on Stock of Fund 97 80 
By Balance 587 12 
$12832 Bo 

E & O E New York December r6th 1850 

Wapvsworrn & Srrpon 


‘The School Fund of the State of Illinois 
To Wadsworth & Sheldon =‘ Dr. 


y85r January x. For balanee as per above account $517,12 
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New York December 20, 1850 
His EXceuLency 


Aucostus C. Frexce 
‘SpRINGYIELD 
Dear Sm: I am now for sometime without any communications 
from you, and the Manufacturers of the 19 swords I have contracted 
for at $150.—each, are anxiously waiting to get some information by 
which they can determine the designs to be enameled on the blades of 
the swords. I advise you that they would represent upon each blade 
some scene in battles which the individuals were engaged in, if you 
would forward a list of the names, and state in what engagement or how 
they most distinguished themselves. Tt will take two or three months 
to complete the swords, as the blades have yet to be ordered from Europe, 
I had hoped before this to have been able to communicate something 
from the creditors of Llinois relative to their wishes in the matter of the 
rail road from Cafro to Galena and Chicago. But it is a matter which 
few if any of them are sufficiently interested in to come forward with a 
matured plan. The stock is held by a great many parties and mostly 
in small sums, and from all I can gather I am fully of the opinion that 
most of them would be disposed to come into some arrangement to aid 
‘the State to build the Rail Roads under a liberal bill when a suitable 
consideration and guarantee should be offered them The communica- 
to myself and through other parties from various holders of State 
indebtedness, all convey favorable indications, but none propose any 
definite plan. In whatever is done much will depend upon the agents 
employed and the influences brought to bear upon the creditors of the 
State, and I am fully persuaded if the matter of procuring the subserip- 
tions under a favorable bill could be placed in my hands with some other 
‘one or two men I could select, (such as would have extensive influence 
with foreign creditors say Jaa, G. King or others I could name) and with 
the inducement which a small commission on the whole amount sub- 
scribed would give them to take an interest in it, there would be little 
doubt of Success, I have had considerable consultation with a number 
of persons on the subject and have within the few weeks past been pre- 
paring a bill to submit to you and offer for the consideration of the Legis- 
lature and I would forward it to you to day only I have sent a copy to 
Mr. King at Washington for his examination and ¥ prefer to wait until 
I get his views as to the general features of the plan. It proposes however 
to put the lands in trust with three Trustees. It also proposes that the 
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road be built under the management of five Managers, that two million 
Dollars be raised by subscription, and that the subscribers be authorised 
to register Internal Improvement Stock, to have the preference in pay- 
ment of interest &e and when the road is completed to be given to the 
‘State in exchange for Stock in the road to the amount of the proceeds: 
of the Lands &e &c, Iam convinced that the construction of the road 
cannot be guaranteed to the state under any bill incorporating a com- 
pany of Individuals as no such company will come forward and engage 
to build the road unless the State gives them a chance for a very great 
speculation, and then they will have to raise the money for the purpose 
which I apprehend any set of men will find great difficulty in doing. 
1am therefore of the opinion that the only way the roads can be secure 
is through some arrangement with the creditors, and such an arrange- 
ment as will offer strong inducements only can be effected. 

T will mail to you in a few days the bill 1 have drawn up, and I shall 
also send copies to Mr. Dyer and some other of my friends Should 
it meet with your views you will be able to do much towards securing 
its passage by recommending it, and any changes alterations and amend- 
ments you may think best I hope you will suggest and urge. 

It is not at all probable the bill is perfect in all its details even if it 
is in its general plan, and no doubt some additions will have to be made 
to it to cover the whole ground. 1 am sorry to see that many parties 
are urging various plans to make the branches as long as possible in 

to secure as much land as possible. I am convinced this is unwise, 

and believe the road and branches should be made as short as possible 
and conflict with other State interests, The Galena branch should 
or Decatur, 

Chicag fant diverge from a point so far 

ig parallel with the canal as it would 


Your Mo, Obt, Svt. 
Junius Wavsworre 
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New Yorx Decem. 234 1850 


His EXceLLency 
Avoustus C, Frency 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: We are in receipt of your esteemed favor of the 7th 
inst.’ advising us to divide $6. on each $1000 on the Stock of Illinois 
for Jany. 1851, and we have according adyertised to pay that dividend 
on the first Monday in January. 

We also enclose you as you request an account for moneys paid 
out for sundry expenses and for the salary of our Mr, Wadsworth as 
‘Transfer Agent for the present year amounting in all to $1,253.75/100 

You will remember that we forwarded our acet. in October and 
that there was then a balance in favor of the State of $250.59/ which 
still remains to the credit of the State, 

We enclose you the a/c of the Transfer Agent signed by him, 

We remain Your Excellency’s 
Mo. Obt. Svts. 
Wapswortk & SHELDON 


New York Decem 31, 1850 

His Excentency 
Avoustus C, Frencer 

Dean Six: Your valued favor of the roth* inst. was received here 
in my absence and forwarded to me at Boston, When I telegraphed 
you that “there was forwarded on the 16th about $15,000 Internal 
Imp. Stock and about $8009, Interest Bonds” I did not remember 
‘the exact amount, Upon examining on my return I find the amounts. 
as follows $14,917.76 New Internal Improvement Bonds and $8,733,235 
Interest Bonds, Which were forwarded for a/c of School fund, with 
a statement of a/c. I presume it reached you in time and hope you 
found the same correct & satisfactory. The School Fund moneys when 
placed in our hands for investment shall always have our best attention, 

1 forwarded you some days since a copy of a bill which T have drawn 
up with reference to the Central Railroad, and I have since bad it 

"This letter is not found in the Latter-Hooks. 
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printed and enclose you to day a printed copy. The bill has been exam- 
ined by our delegate in Congress, and I have received letters from Judge 
Douglass and Hon, James G. King, both fully approving the general 
plan, but making some suggestions of change as to details which I 
will communicate in a few days. They are not material but may be 
adopted as well as other changes which members of the Legislature 
deem desirable to meet the views of various parties 

Mr, Kings support of my measure will I think secure its success, 
and he would be onc of the most suitable men to select to procure the 
subscription but would not enlist without the promise of a good com- 
mission. [ will write again soon, and remain 

Your Mo, Obt. Servt. 
Juuius Wapswortit 


New Yorx Dec, 31, 1850 

His Excettency 
Aucusrus C, Frencu 
Sprixcyrety 

Duan Sm: We are in receipt of your favor of the 22d inst.* direct 
ing us to pay $3,600 to Mr. Holford out of the interest funds in our hands, 
to make up the balance of interest on his Liquidation Bonds after pay- 
ing the pro rata out of the interest fund, We will pay the amt, and 
charge it to the interest a/c with Liquidation Bonds. We prefer to 
pay it out of our own funds rather than take jt from the back interest 
funds as we do not like to appropriate any of the interest moneys for 
any Lead except to pay the instalments for which they afe set apart. 

not like to have any entries made showing such diversion in 


nt for you to remit $3,600 out of the treasury, 
ion to the arrangement with the Michigan City Ee 


ppose is the cuse) the Bank at Michigan City no doubt 
to continue the arrangement made last summer, We 
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$10,000 funds in hand we will receive it at Springfield and give our 
receipt for it, We will write Mr, Dyer on the subject and he will make 
some arrangement for the transmission of funds, 
We remain Very Truly 
Your Obt, Servts 
Wansworrn & SHELDON 


New York Jany 9. 1851 

His EXcELLENcY 
Avcustus C. FRENCH 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: I am in receipt of your favor of the 3xat Ulto,t advising 
the safe arrival of the Bonds purchased for the School Fund, also of 
the copy of the bill I have prepared relative to the grant of lands for 
the Central Railroad. You Remark that there seems to be very little 
confidence in the expectation that the Bondholders will consent to 
take hold of it at all except as intrusted inacompany. This I am aware 
is the universal expression of all parties whose interests are concerned 
‘in getting the control of the road for a company, and such ig also the 
tone of some of the bond holders, especially Holford, who has issued 
his circular letter addressed to you, also a circular addressed to the 
creditors of Illinois and signed “Bondholder.” 

Holford is a large holder of Illinois securities, a large part of which 
he has bought at extremely low prices, and his complaints come with a 
bad grace especially when he assumes the position that the reduction 
‘in the price of the bonds has “reduced families to beggury and caused 
well established people to tum out for servants,” Few men have been 
benefited by the delinquency of Illinois more than this same Holford 
and his complaints are nothing more than the promptings of an avari- 
cious Shylock exacting the pound of Flesh, He is by no means a fair 
representative of the creditors of [linois and many of them I am aware 
from my own knowledge are high toned sensible men, who can see their 
own interests in extending facilities to enable the State to retreive her 
credit and redeem her liabilities’ In fact I have received sufficient 
encouragement directly and through friends in communication with 
iinols creditors, to feel assured that were a liberal bill presented to the 

"This letter is not found in the Letter-Booiks. 
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creditors by the State the money could be easily obtained from the holders 
of Illinois Stocks as well as other persons desiring safe and profitable 
investment, 

‘The bill which I have prepared and forwarded, whilst it offers 
inducements to the creditors and others to come forward and 
subscribe, keeps in view the entire protection of the interests 
of the State which in her present embarrassed condition should 
always be kept in view by parties interested and representing the 
interests of a community like Illinois. I have not supposed that 
the bill was complete and have not doubted that other wise and impor- 
tant provisions or alterations might be made, but I believe the general 
policy of the bill best calculated to secure the object of the grant by 
Congress, and at the same time contribute most towards meeting the 
Viabilities of the State, There are certainly strong inducements for 
Capitalists to take hold of the propositions presented in that bill, and if 
the case can be presented to them properly by persons in whose repre- 
sentations full reliance can be placed there will in my opinion be little 
difficulty in obtaining the proposed amount of subseriptions. 

Could such a man as James G. King be induced to take the busi- 
ness in hand with his extensive acquaintance with money men and holders 
of Illinois Securities, and with the entire confidence he would be able to 
inspire in the project, there could hardly be a doubt of his success. Of 
course no small consideration would induce him to embark in it, but 
the State could, wl to pay a liberal commission to secure the 
‘construction of the roads under such an arrangement, 

T have had several in & communications from Mr, 
King and he feels particularly desirous to promote the interests of the 
creditors of the State, nearly ‘one fourth of all of them being represented 

City. 1am not aware that Mr. King would under- 
hear from him in a few days with his full 


P 
subscriptions, 
Ido not k 


ieving that with some modifications no more 
nted, by which the construction of the roads 
ate interests protected, 
doubt to incorporate in this bill some provisions for 
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a company to come in under some similar arrangement, provided the 
subscriptions are not obtained within a limited time, and perhaps the 
Governor should in such event be authorised to adjust the terms on 
which it may be undertaken by a company but the greatest care should 
be observed in arranging with any company, to secure by the strongest 
guarantee that they are fully able and will carry out the arrangement. 
I have not time to write you more fully now but shall be writing to some 
of my friends at Springfield and shall speak further of this matter. 

If you will show this letter to some of my friends it may be well. 

T look with much interest for your Message, and beg to assure you 
of my very high consideration, and remain, 

Your Excellency's Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Jorsus Wapsworra 


New York Jany roth 185 
His EXCELLENCY 


Avcustus C, Frence 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Str: In your letter of the aand December you mentioned 
that you would probably have a portion of the Interest funds ready 
before long and that you would also have quite an amount of School 
Fund Moneys to transmit for investment. 

We wrote you in one of our former Ictters that we would prefer to 
take the Specie at Springfield rather than have you take time drafts, 
and we have since written Mr. Dyer to take charge on any funds you 
desire to send to us, and forward the same by express The object 
‘of our writing now is to say that whenever you are ready to forward 
moneys, cither for the Interest dividends for July next, or for invest- 
ment on a/c of the School fund, you may if you please hand them over 
to Mr, Dyer taking his receipt for the money to be forwarded to us, and 
we will send you our receipt for the money on receiving from you Mr, 
Dyers receipt. We hope you will take occasion whilst Mr. Dyer is 
in Springfield to turn over whatever funds you may have to forward as 
that course will save yourself trouble and we can avail of Mr, Dyers 
services to attend to it in our behalf. 

You can at the same time give him the $3,600 we have paid Mr, 

‘This letter fs not found in the Letter-Books. 
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the interest and take a receipt for the whole, this will leave the Stock 
without any arrears of interest, and when transfers are made a single 
Certificate may be issued for any amount so that when 20 Certificates 
or more or less are surrendered only one certificate need be issued for 
the whole amount, this will be much more satisfactory to all holders of 
Stock who complain now that transfers are attended with so much trouble 
they having to cancel and sign on the back every certificate and. sign 
receipt for each certificate received, they would also have something to 
show for the interest instead of having it stand in arrears, as It now 
does which renders the present method of transfers unavoidable. 

‘The certificates issued might be signed by the Governor & Treasurer 
or by one of those officers and the Interest Agents, and would of course 
be made without interest, unless it may be thought proper to make them 
bear interest after 1857 as the Interest Bonds do in which case it would 
be best to make them fundable into Interest Bonds. 

Ido not know but there is sufficient authority in the Law for refund- 
ing the State debt to do all this, but it strikes me that to issue certificates 
for arrears of interest would require some further authority, I very 
much wish you would give this matter your examination and if it meets 
your views try to have it adopted. ‘The authority in the law referred 
to seems only to refer to transfers of Stock. I shall be writing to Senator 
Judd! in a short time and may allude to this subject and ask him to con- 
fer with you and if thought best draw up a bill. 

Isincerely hope some good measure may be hit upon far the comple- 
tion of the Central R. Road, and one which will be most advantageous 
to the interests of the State. Ido not doubt but the plan I have drawn 
‘up is the best so far as providing for the debt is concerned, but any 
modification of that or any good substitute will meet my views. 

T have the honor to remain 
Your Excellency’s Mo, Obt. Svt, 
Juries Wansworrs 


‘Norman Huel Judd: bom January 10, 1815, at Rome, New York: admitted to bar 
Chicago built 


lange to Republican 
appointed Minister Flen{potentiary to Prussia; tha, eloctad to Congrows ed Merona 
{9 rOr at Chg (Bateman and Sly, rel Barge of es, 10) 
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New York Jany. 30th 285 
‘His EXxcetvency 
Aveustus C. Frencr 
SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Sie: [ last had the honor of addressing you under date of 
the 16th inst.‘ since which your message has been received here, and 
I have perused it with much interest. I notice that your Excellency 
seems rather to favor the plan of giving the lands to a company which 
will build the road on the best terms, and I do not doubt that this will 
secure the earlier completion of the road than any other, and if sufficient 
guarantees can be had that the terms proposed will be carried out it 
may prove most advantageous to the State, So far as relates to the 
bill which I drew up I fear much misapprehension is entertained. The 
bill embodied various suggestions which had been made to me by parties: 
in Illinois and elsewhere, and I wish wholly to disclaim any motive in 
drawing up that bill other than a desire to promote the interest of the 
State and in my feeble way contribute something towards bringing about 
such result. I am sure at least your Excellency will award to me the 
credit for faithfulness, promptness and accuracy in all the duties I 
have undertaken as agent of the State, and I am certain you will assign 
no motive in my efforts on behalf of the State relative to the grant of 
Jands for the Central Railroad, other than avowed, and trust your 
i this particular, 
I forwarded by Express on the 25th a box containing two books of 
for transfers, for signature and now enclose you express 
bill, and I hope the books will be returned with as 


verlooked, nor do I now allude to it to urge 
H that T feared you might have 
able out of the treasury of the 
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or otherwise, and before he leaves Springfield it may be well to avail of his 
attention to the matter, as you have suggested there would be consider- 
able funds on hand. I haye much doubt whether the present is a favor- 
able time to buy Illinois Bonds, they are very high and T am inclined to 
think may go down if there should be any pressure in the money market. 
Intl. Imp. 67, Int. Bonds 43. 

The Jany. interest on the School Fund Stock has been collected 
and credited the School Fund a/c against balance due us. 

No directions have been received from you to collect the interest 
on your bonds, nor the $4,000 standing in your name as Governor. 
T hope you will soon give the necessary authority, and it strikes me you 
ought soon to carry the $4000 to your individual name as whenever 
you go out of office some trouble may arise from it. If you will send 
such instructions I will have the transfer made, they are now in the name 
of “The Governor of the State of Illinois.” 

T have seen nothing in the proceedings of the Legislature so far 
relative to the settlement with Messrs, Thompson and Forman, [ am 
recently in receipt of a letter from them expressing a hope that it will 
be settled soon, and have written them that you had proposed to submit 
it to the Legislature. I think itis very important to have it settled at the 
present session as I am now convinced a further delay will be prejudicial 
to the interests of the state, 

In the Funding of the Old debt there continues to be occasionally 
@ small amount presented, and no doubt all will come in in time, there 
are several lots where the coupons cannot be found, and there are con- 
siderable lots of coupons detached, which parties wish to fund, but it 
cannot be done until the bonds to which they belong have been funded. 

‘The calls for interest at this payment have been very prompt, and 
nearly Sixty Thousand Dollars has been paid since the rst January, 
the balance on a/c of all instalments now in hand is but little over $20,000 
—and daily reducing on all the instalments, Some of the instalments 
‘will be deficient in the amount appropriated for the dividend— 

Tremain Your Excellency’s Mo, Obt. Svt. 
Juties WapswortH 


P, S, 1 have omitted to mention in my former letter that the inscrip- 
tions for the 19 swords were received, and that the order for the 
blades has been sent out to England and the swords will be made as 
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early as possizle, it may Le some two months before they are completed. 
I believe they will be got up in good style and prove quite satisfactory. 
Yours truly 
j.W. 


New Yorx Feby. 11th 1851 


His Excetiency Ave. C. Frenca 
SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Stk: I am in receipt of your esteemed favor of the 2gth ult 
and note its contents. The blank books of certificates have no doubt 
reached you ere this, they were forwarded to you by express and the 
express receipt enclosed to you by mail. 

You observe that you cannot see what beneficial practical end 
tan be answered by the change in method of transfers I suggested. I 
stated my views in my letter and am not aware that I can add more. 
The advantage to the state would only be in saving labor time & expense, 
by being able to issue a single certificate in cases where 20, 30, OF 40, 
are often required by the present regulations, and these liable to be 
transferred every other day. The advantage to the holder would also 
be a saving of trouble, and still greater he would have something to 
show for the interest of each six months, The inquiry is made of me a 
hundred times in a month why the state if she will not pay her interest, 
will not give something to show for it, in the way of a certificate for such 
part of the interest as is not paid. The matter rests entirely with your 
fixcellency, Ihave only made the suggestions for your consideration. 

You allude to the newspaper animadversion which the bill for the 
Central Rail Road has caused. I have seen some of the articles and 
unhesitatingly pronounce the whole charges as malicious and without 
foundatian, and as having in view political effect in some quarter. I 
am sure your Excellency will see no impropriety in my efforts, and should 
there be anything which might require explanation to satisfy your mind 
TU shall be most happy to enter fully into such explanations as you may 
require. My own consciousness of seeking to do no more than I deemed 

* This letter is not found in the Letter-Books. 
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a duty and for the interest of the State, and of having done nothing but _ 
what I can feel was my privilege to do, requires no further justification 
and will fully vindicate my actions. 
T remain Your Excellencys 
Most Obt. Servant 
Jutios WansworTe 


New York March 19, 185 
His EXCELLENCY 
Aucustus C, Frencr 

Dear Stn: We enclose herewith two letters received for you since 
you left. We have not yet learned of the arrival of Govr. Moore, but 
the writer has been confined to his room with illness for some days and 
it is possible that Gov. M. has arrived. 

In a day or two the writer will address you on the subject you 
alluded to when here, In the mean time we wish you would authorise 
the arrangement by Mz, Dyer with the Cook County Collector to receive 
the coin collected there instend of having it transported to Springfield 
and back again. Any other fands you wish to forward you can deliver 
to the Express directed to Wadsworth, Dyer & Co. Chicago, and the 
Express receipt will be good against us. Nothing new has transpired, 

Very Respectfully Your Obt. Servants 
Wanswortm & SHELDON 


New Yor March ai, 1851 

His Exceteency 
Aucustus C. Frencrr 
‘SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Sm: Under the arrangements heretofore had between our- 
selves and your Excellency relative to our agency for the State of Illinois 
we have received a stated salary of $1,200 a year for service of the Trans- 
fer Agent, and as compensation for our services a3 Interest Agents we 
have been premitted to avail ourselves of the advantages of having the 
money placed in our hands to get the interest upon it until called for 
by the creditors of the State. Your Excellency when here some days 
since expressed the opinion that you could place the funds for interest 
payments in our hands long enough in advance of the times of paying 
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interest to make the interest of it sufficient compensation for services both 
as Interest Agentsand Transfer Agent, and consequently we consented and 
do consent to waive or relinquish the salary of $1,200—which has hereto- 
fore been allowed us, And do agree to the following arrangement rela 
tive to receiving the specie collected from the r4 Mill tax, Whenever 
there shall be In the hands of the treasurer at Springfield the sum of 
$5,000 or $10,000 or over the Treasurer or yourself can inform Mr. 
Thomas Dyer, or Wadsworth, Dyer & Co. at Chicago that such funds 
are ready, and the order of either of those parties upon us may be 
sufficient authority for the “Preasurer to pay over the money to any 
parties to whom such order may direct the money to be paid, and such 
order upon us when sent to us will be replaced by our receipt to your 
Excellency in the usual form, Or your Excellency or the Treasurer may 
at any time deliver moneys to be forwarded to us, to the regular express 
Messenger, and the express receipt when sent to us will in like manner 
be replaced by our receipt in the usual form. The boxes of Specie if 
delivered to the express agent should be marked and directed to Wads- 
worth, Dyer & Co Chicago—and the boxes sealed with the Seal of the 
‘Treasurer and a list of the number of boxes, and the quantity in each box, 
sent to us with the receipt, 

Whenever there is specie collected in the hands of the Collector 
of Cook County, or any of the adjoining counties if you will authorize 
Mr. Dyer or Wailsworth, Dyer & Co, to receive it they will give the 
Collector an order on us which the Collector can forward to the Treasurer 
and we will give our receipt for such order in the same manner as in the 
above cases, 

When your Excellency was here we informed you that Mr. Dyer 
had advised us that there was a considerable sum in the hands of the 
Collector which he wished to make such an arrangement about, and with 
your consent we advised Mr, Dyer to receive the money and forward you 
his order on us for the amount. You will probably hear from Mr, 
Dyer on the subject when you arrive at Springfield. 

‘The amounts to be sent us from Springfield say the $3,600 paid 
on Income Bonds, the balance due us for salary &e and other funds can 
be sent to Chicago by express as above directed unless you can get in 
some way a sight draft, which of course we should prefer, It will also 
be necessary soon to send forward about $3009 to pay for the x9 Swords, 
and some expenses attending that matter, When the Swords are ready 
they will be sent by some proper conveyance to Springfield, 
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Govt, Moore has been here some days and is progressing with matters 
relating to his business here. 

The Central Railroad Company has organized and will in a day or 
two complete the business and place the funds in the hands of the 
‘Treasurer. Gov, Moore expects to leave in a few days for home. 

We remain your Mo, Obt. Servants 
Wapsworrit & SHELDON 


New York March 26, r8sr 
Hs EXceLLEncy 
Augustus C, Frenca 
SPRINGYIELD 
Dear Six: I send you herewith the canceled Bonds & other securi- 
ties surrendered by Mr. Macalister in final settlement of the Macalister 
& Stebbins matter, Also complete statements of the various kinds of 
securities surrendered, and statement of Liquidation bonds issued. 
‘These statements together with former statements sent you will show the 
whole securities surrendered, and Liquidation bonds issued, as follows— 
Whole amount of Principal Bonds & Script surrendered $320,648.09 
“© Toterestan “ 168,219.56 
$488.868 so 
Liquidation bonds issued to Jas Holford dated Jany 1, 1850 $150,000 — 
“Same PS 8, ST 50.400 — 
4 Us “ “Chas Macalister dated Jany t, 1854 §2.958.79 
$253:358.79 
‘The statement will show the amt. of Liquidation bonds remaining to 
be issued when other parties surrender the balance of the Macalister 
and Stebbins Bonds, It will your Excellency is aware be necessary to 
provide out of the general funds in the treasury to pay the July interest 
on those bonds, except so far as the regular interest dividend goes, 
which will probably be $7, on cach $1000, say as follows 
‘Whole amt. due rst July e854 $7.600,76 
Amt to be paid at $7. per $rooo out of general fund 77ST 
Amt to be specially remitted $5,827.25 
Tremain Very Respectfully 
Your Obdt. Servt 
Junius Wapswortir 





380 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


STATEMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS SURRENDERED BY MACALISTER 
& STEBBINS AND JAMES HOLFORD UNDER AN ACT OF THE 


LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS APPR. FEBY. 


To, 


1849. ENTITLED “AN ACT TO PREVENT LOSS TO THE STATE 
UPON THE MACALISTER & STEBBINS BONDS.” 




















Principal Interest 
‘Amt. of Scrip surrendered by James Holford | $39,433 | 55 |. 
Interest on do. to Jany 1, 1850 ‘$22,776 | 20 
‘Amt. of Scrip. surrendered by James Holford | 24,215 | 44 
Int. on do, to Jany 1, 1850 14,395 | 64 
Amt, of 2 Certifs. issued for Canal Bonds, 
surrendered by J. H. $1,000 each 2,000 
Int, on do. to Jany. 1, 1850 997 | 67 
Amt, of 211 Interest Bonds surrendered by Jas. 
Holford $1,000 each 211,000 
Int, on do. to Jany 1, 1850 107,610 
Amt. of Scrip ‘surrendered by Macalister & 
Stebt 356 | 60 
Int, on do. to Jany 1, 1850 202 | 55 
‘Amt. of Scrip. surrendered by M. & S. Mar. 
13-51 $100.00 
deduct amt, taken from principal 
‘& carried into interest, 17.58 82 | 42 
Int. on above $100 Scrip. to Jany. 1, 
1850 58.00 
‘Addamount taken from principal 17-58 75 | s8 
Amt. of 2 Interest Bonds surrendered by M. & 
S. $1,000 each Mch. 13-51 2,000 
Int, on do. to Jany 1, 1850 1,020 
‘Amt, of 3 Canal Bonds surrendered by M. & S. 
‘Mech. 13-51 $1,000 each 3,000 
Int, on do. to Jany 1, 1850 1,356 | 76 
Amt, of 9 Canal ‘Bonds surrendered by M. & S. 
‘Mch. 13-51 $1000 cach 9,000 
Tail onde, ie Jany 2 1850 ator | 04 
Amt. of “New Intl, Impt. Stock” surrendered 
by M. & S, Mch 13-1851 29,560 | 98 
Int. on do, to Jany 1, 1850 after deducting 
cash payment of interest 31266 | 49 
Amt. of ‘Interest Bonds” surrendered by 
M. &S, March 13, 1851 1agt7 | 58 
$320,638 | 99 [$168,219 | 5x 
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StaTeMENT oF Bonps &c SURRENDERED BY MACALISTER & STEBBINS AND 
Jawes Hourorp unpeR AN Act oP THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
Tumors APProven FEB, 10TH 1849—TOGETHER WITH AMOUNT STILL 
in Hanns oF NonASsENTING CREDIToRS. 


Whole amt. of Bonds &c surrendered by Jas. Holford 


& Macalister & Stebbins 320,648.99 
Whole amt of Int. on do. to Jany rx 1850 168,219.51 
«« & Bonds & in hands of non assenting 
creditors 178,000 
Whole amt. of Int. on do. to Jany 1, 1850 90,780 
498, 258,999, 5 





State oF ILtinors 
In a/c with Macalister & Stebbins 


Dr. 
1841 
June 17. To amount advanced $261,560,83 
“ int. a 7% to Jany 17 1842 
7 Mos 10,680,40 
$272,241, 
Cr. . 
1842 
Jany. 17 By 80 Bonds $1000 each a 26% 20,800 
2§1,441)23 
“ int. on do. to Octo 9, 1844 2¥, 26545 47,980.49 
299,421,732 
1844 
Octo. 9 — “ 333 Bonds $1000 each a 26% 86,580 
212,841,72 
“ int. on balance to Jany 1, 1850-57. 844 1792339 
290,765,11 
1850 
Jany. 1, “ Amtissued to Jas. Holford $150,000 .00 
“© reserved for non assenting cred- 
itors 44)168.11 _194,168,11 
96,597.00 
Int, on balance to Jany 1, 1851 6,761,79 
$103,358,79 


Amt. of Liquidation Bonds issued to Jas Holford — $50,400 
“awa «Chas. Macalis- 
ter 52,958.79 $103,358,79 
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New York April arst 1851 


His Excettency Aucustus C. Frenca 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Sir: Your favor of the roth inst.t is just received, covering 
draft of Thomas Dyer Esqr. for Twenty four Thousand Dollars, and 
we herein enclose you our receipt for said amount, carried to the respec- 
tive accounts as directed by you, as follows 





Account of Eleventh Dividend Interest $19,314,09 
“ — Liquidation Bonds Int. Jany 1851 3,600,00 

“ « Salary and Contingent expenses for 1850 1,085,91 
$24,000,00 


All of which we trust will be found correct and satisfactory. 
We remain Your Mo. Obt. Svts. 
WapswortH & SHELDON 


New York April 24, 1851 
To His ExceLLency 

Aucustus C. FRENCH 

SPRINGFIELD 


Dear Six: We enclose herein our receipt for $18,500,? in exchange 
for the receipt of Thomas Dyer Esqr. dated April sth and received 
from Mr. E. Moore under date 12th inst. 

This remittance together with former remittances on a/c of the 





eleventh Dividend makes the sum of . $67,814.09 
leaving to be remitted to make up a dividend of $ 9,185.91 
$77,000,00 


We remain Very Respectfully 
Your Mo, Obt. Svts 
WanpswortH & SHELDON 


* Ante, 236. 
* Did. 
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New York Crry Jany a1, 1853 


Dear Sir: At the request of Gov. Wells I have examined the accounts 
of the State of Iinois with Messrs Wadsworth and Sheldon and send 
you by mail the results, Wells could not attend to it, as he said, and 
requested me to act in his place and represented the matter such as to 
occupy but a very short time. He said nothing to me of the character 
of the examination and I bad nearly completed it before I discovered 
that it was necessary for me to have some authority from you to act. 

T have completed the examination in full made certificates of correct- 
ness, received and receipted for the vouchers in the expectation that you 
“would be satisfied. If I have done right you will forward to Messrs, 

& Sheldon a letter stating to them that I have full power to 
the premises and Mr, Wadsworth very properly suggests that such 


tength of a and the labor to complete it fully. 


Yours & 
J. Cauzoun 


New York Jany 22, 1853 

‘Hon Aucustus C. Frence 
SPRINGFIELD 

Dear Six: Hon John Calhoun has just closed the examination of 
the accounts of Interest payments for the year ending 1st July last, and 
has forwarded to you by mail the accounts complete with his certificate, 
and has sent by express the parcel of vouchers canceled coupons and 
other papers, and I now enclose the Express receipt there for, Mr, 
Calhoun has audited the account at the request of Mr, Wells who had 
not time to attend to it and I wish you would forward to me a letter of 
authority to Mr. Calhoun, making him your agent for auditing the a/c 
of Wadsworth & Sheldon Interest Agents, This letter of authority should 
be dated back to a time prior to your going out of office, The examina~ 
tion required several days constant attention on the part of Mr, Calhoun, 
and was done in a very complete and understanding manner. 
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T have to day mailed to your address at Springfield a package con- 
taining the canceled Bonds, Scrip, Coupons &c funded prior to the last 
report with transcripts of Registers to Decr rst 1852, which I trust will 
be examined and found correct. 

I have hoped to hear from you relative to some of those measures 
which I have heretofore urged upon your attention for the action of the 
Legislature. The bill to settle with Thompson & Forman should be 
passed without fail, and the authority to the Governor to arrange trans- 
fers so as to consolidate certificates and issue certificates for arrears of 
interest, is also important, I shall be glad to hear from you often 
and to render you any service in my power. 

I am truly Yours 
Juurus WapsworTe 


LIST OF LETTERS 


LETTERS OF THOMAS CARLIN 
(CHAPTER 1) 
1840 


1. To Richard M. Young, February 18; instructions about salary 
and expenses in negotiating a loan for the state; concerning the 


‘Yo Richard M. Young and John Reynolds, March x2: conceming 
‘canal bonds to be sold for benefit of contractors; drafts drawn 
“against Poughkeepsie Locomotive Engine Company protested... 

3. To Richard F. baited state bonds to be sold; advances: 
made by State Bank... 

7 ‘To Joba Siddall, cashier of Bank of Uinois, Apri dat ted 
by Poughkeepsie Locomotive Engine Company.--....+.+.+-++ 

: ‘To Richard M. Young and John Reynolds, April 50 reer 
eleven hundred canal bonds to William F, Thorton. 

6. To William F. Thomton, April go: sale of canal bonds for benefit 
of canal conteactes to epee he ee eee 
and Ryan... . 

. To William F. Phomtoa, April ule of data bse nase of 
the canal. . 

. To Richant M. Young, May 1: 

Wright & Co. 

To Jacob Fry and David Prickett, May 
canal lands and lots, 

. Te Jobe Bapeeley Tees 91 sale of state bonds; interest on sinte 


7 a ee June 14; previous refusal Raueeaiiee 


bonds to Weight & Co. due to influence of the legislature, 

. To William F. Thornton (probably), June 25: contract between 
Richard M, Noone saa rigs, Do Corse at Oaaes 
new emission of canal bonds signed ae ene 

. To Richard M. Young, July 2: biel of i aces of te 
contract with Wright & Co.; payment of interest on state debt . 
‘To the Senate, December 1: chaos met of + maltn 
concerning the sale of state bonds. . 
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LIST OF LETTERS 


‘To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, February 6: trans- 
mission of report and resolution from the Legislature of Alabama, 
and a letter from the governor of the same state. 
‘To the Quartermaster General of the Militia, February x6: requests 
information concerning the arms belonging to the state. 

q ‘ty oar Banness aid Repeaters Cine 
Sanecslelen ot Ont of 5 ene ee ee 


Tale ees Meant eR OS 
transmission of a preamble and resolutions concerning the “Protec 
tive Policy," passed by the General Assembly of Alabama......,. 

. To the Speaker of the Senate, February 22; transmission of reso- 
lutions from the Legislature of Alabama conceming the distribu- 
on‘of thi dectlens of Bay Babess Coote Sete reoom= 
‘mend that the Senate pase a similar resolution... » 
To te Sor of te Howe of Repro, Pty 23 
transmission of a memorial from the Legislature of Michigan, relat 
{ing to the building of a ship canal around the Falls of St. Marie. . 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, February 23: 
bsraapucniatie eirrier caer cohen nara 
Maine, conceming the Northwestern boundary .....» A 
‘To the Speaker of the Senate, February 23: aenuhaaetotia 
neti Of Nests Ba eee 
the public domain... 

‘To the Speaker of the Senate, Febronry ag: transmission of a 
‘series of resolutions from the Legislature of Connecticut, concem- 
{ng the public lands and the tariff 

- To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Pebruary 24: 
transmission of report and resolutions from the Legislature of 
Indiana, concerning the public lands. 

. To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, February 24: 
transmission of a series of resolutions from the Legislature af Penn- 
nuns crabeabo Be eee 
and the revision of the tariff... 

. To the Speaker of the Senate, February 26: (aanilotca of 
Dprocescinpy a zueelng of cel aloe ba RELIC 
the subject of bonds sold by their agents. 
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LETTERS OF THOMAS FORD 
(CHAPTER Il) 
1842 


;. To the Senate, December 14: nominates Solomon Parsons to be 
notary public for the town of Griggsville, vice Ozias M. Hatch, 
resigned. 


». ‘To the Senate, December dana ts Balch ana ae 
public at Peoria, vice William Mitchell, resigned... 

» "To the House of Representatives, December 1 
letter from London. 


4a Cora of be db of Sine Bro 1 the ated Sat 


Sonate, December 19.-.0. 6.0.0 .sseeeeceeeveresweaee eee 


49. “To thé Senkts andl Hlotmo of Rapacsinlatas, Desens noti- 


fication of the resignation of John Pearson from the state Senate, 


50. To the Senate and House of Representatives, December 29: noti- 


fication of vacancies existing in the Supreme Court, caused by 

Sidney Breese beng elected to the United States Senate, and 
‘Thomas Ford’s elevation to the governorship 

. To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, December 21: 

transmission of the seventh annual corer Deore 

the Illinois and Michigan Canal. oe 

. To the Senate and House of Representatives, December 22: trans~ 

mission of correspondence concerning the dissolution of the relations 

between the banks and the state... seas 

;3. To the House of Representatives, December 24: transmission of a 

olution from the General Assembly of Vermont... igs 

Sani December 27: nominates Oliver Whitaker to be 

of county, vice Christopher Sammis, resigned. . 

December 30: transmission of the 





LIST OF LETTERS 


. To the Senate and House of Representatives, January 11: attention 
called to the manner of procuring supplies for the State House. - .- 
To the Senate, January 13: nominates De Grass Salsbury to be 
notary public for Bureau county, vice John H. Bryant, resigned . . 
‘To the Senate, January r3: nominates Henry W. Moore to be com- 
‘missioner of the Gallatin county salines. 

. To the Senate, January 13: dorniimtes Jonepl Filkins tobe nocary 
public for Cook county........ age! 

. To Vingil Hickox, Norman H. Pirphavend any G. Cotton 
January 17: appoints these men as a committee to examine the 
accounts of the State Bank of Illinois. ----...eccersseereerseeee 

. To the House of Representatives, January 2t: report of the lands 
ete) See ee ee ne 19, 
‘To the Senate, January 23: nominates Samuel F. Price to be public 
administrator of Alexander county; William G. Gofort to be admin. 
‘istrator of St, Clair county; Theodore Engelman i me to 
be notary public for St. Clair county. 

|. To the Senate, January 25: nominates Norman H. "Purple to be 
Dank commissioner. -++-1eessssceeecareseeeneerecrreuseeeen 
To the Senate, "eas i Tconiadis any Tinoien ta Be naka, 
public for Chicago, vice Walter Kimball, resigned... 

. To the Senate, January jr: nominates James McCoy to be notary 
public in che county of Whiteside. 

1. To the Senate, February 2; nominates Lewis B. Wynne to be public 
administrator of Menard county. 

‘To the House of Representatives, February 6: transmission of reso- 
lutions from the Legislature of South Carolina, conceming federal 
relations and the tariff; from the Legislature of Georgia, concerning 
repudiation, sumption afaate debe, and the imprsonment of free 

9. To the Senate and House of Repronentasivess ubrissy 6} trate 

mission of letter from ex-President Andrew Jackson in reply to the 
letter sent in 56 above ... 

To the Senate, February 6: nominates Albert E. Smith to be notary 
public for McHenry county; Charles D. Pulver to be notary public 
at Pleasant Groves, McHenry county----.. 5-000 ¢ecereyeeee eres 

. To the Senate and House of Representatives, January 6; transmis- 
sion of a letter from Governor Carlin, concerning the negotiation 
Of state DOGS... . sss sseeecveceeeeessesereeyesesusaesaeunes 








LIST OF LETTERS 
eet March 15: See ena 


Power of attomey to John Dougherty, March 07: leasing of the 
depot lands at Cairo. 


93. To John Dougherty, 


depot lands at Cairo. 


94. To Thomas Reynolds, Governor of Miscou, April 3: acknowl- 


edges receipt of the requisiton for Richard Eells (Eels). 
. To Charles Oakley and Michael Ryan, April 27: instructions con- 
cerning the daim of Ruggles and Howe of New York. 
Drait on Farmers and Merchants’ Bank of Baltimore. 
‘Power of attomey to Charles Oukley, March 7: negodating the new 
canal loan of $1,600,000. Aer 
. To Thomas Reynolds, Governor of Missouri, April 13: reasons for 
refusing to honor the requisition for Richard Bells (Eels),........ 
). Commission to William M, Jackson, James Mitchell, and Gholson 
Kercheval, who were to assess damages suffered by the canal con~ 


‘Directions to the above commissioners. 


yor, Power of attomey to Charles Oakley and Michael Ryan, May 


to act for the governor in the bankruptcy proccedings against 


. To Charles Oakley and Michael Ryan, May ¢: 
money received from the estate of Wright & Co... 
Power of attomey to Charles Oakley and Michael Ryan, May 
to act in the bankruptcy proceedings against Wright & Co. 
. es of 4a o> ae 
similar to 103... 
; ToD, HT. Moss, May 16: Reece ialiesiar entra tpeees 
jing to the state, i 
. Commission to J Elijah 
caer ralead tail Bacegtag ele eae aay oe 


07. To pero insect ccicaatay Hanietenaad 


materials at Tremont....--.. +5 

‘To Jamnes Mitchell, Wiliam M, Jackson, and Gholioa Kercheval, 
June t4: coaching eee eee see 
COMEMCLOTS: rer see eee Es se vist dnhne Oto eeeOe 
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tog. To Ruggles and Howe, June 16; concerning a claim upon the State 


for money due for legal services. 
To George W. Gilson, June 16: a NS ee aa 


» To H. P, Woodworth, June 23: 


Railroad Company... 


. To Nathaniel Buckmaster, June 29: instructions concerning the 


sale of milroad iron... 


. To Mason paren ay 


of Joseph Smith.............-+ 

July 13: ee ea to well all antinori 
ia Sie Paani We een re ee 
Vandrulf's Island. ve 
‘To Thomas Reynolds, Govecabt ob Ween July 262 ania 
answer in a short time Governor Reynold’: peed: 
force to aid in arresting Joseph Smith... 


To Thomas Reynolds, Governor of Mibecus, Aogatt 14: gives 


reasons for not ordering out the militia to aid in earl Jah 
Smith.. 


. To John C. Spencer, Secretary of the Treasury, August 5 sabstiat 
calico So vied ty toe codecs at Clacaad taal Louis be 


September 11: concerning mill leases on Little 
r; instructions as to collecting overdue accounts. . 


.. Power of attorney to Joel A. Matteson, September 13: poovide fer 


getting the railroad fron released by furnishing proper bonds 


. To Robert B. McCown, September 13: refusal to pay reward 


offered for the apprehension of John Williams 
‘To David Markely (Markley), October 6: submits list of lands and 
requests that they be examined and valued. . 
fohn M. aly empowered tal mat line of Afton and 
mel Railroad, October 30... 


1844 
Statement, February 9: refusal to receive Macalister & Stebbins 
ing for tie private directors of the 





125. 


126. 


127. 


128, 


129. 
130. 


131. 


132. 


133. 


134. 


LIST OF LETTERS 395 


To ex-Governor John Davis, January 3: answers questions lang 









to the new canal loan. 107 
To Jacob Fry, March 4: scrip sent to canal contractors; notice 
about injunctions against governor; form of receipt to be given by 
canal contractors. 19 
Power of attomey to Michael Ryan, March 2 

powers given in ror, 103, 104... 120 





Agreement between Governor Thomas Ford and James Dunlap, 
October 9: Macalister and Stebbins bonds received conditionally. 120 


1845 
Receipt for $4,565.43, given to J. Beall, February 25 


Proclamation authorizing the election of two trustees for the Tinos 
and Michigan Canal by the subscribers to the new loan.......... 122 


To John Davis and David Leavitt, March 10: discusses certain 
suggestions made by these men. 


To John D. Whiteside, May 18: requests evidence in contemplation 












of a suit to be brought against state by Michael Kennedy. . 124 
To James Shields, November 2: 
‘Adams presented for ratification 126 


‘To James Shields, November 25: list of seminary lands presented 128 


142. 


147. 


348. 


. To Charles Macalister (probably), July 1 


LETTERS OF AUGUSTUS C. FRENCH 
(CHAPTER M1) 
1846 
To Major J. E. Jackson, December ro: arders forces at Nanvoo to 
be disbanded. 





To Major J. Eo, December xo: agin of iy 
‘supplics at Nauvoo... 





a IT tie ditens of Hancodk com aeastnch sis aii 


eatoring Order-.---.--seeeeeeeerneer coo cneserceveeeeyeararel 


To Major J. E. Jackson, December 12; a pial arveat 
Nauvoo before the letters £35, 136. 


. To Captain Aiken, December 21: asks information ceacdaabig 


affairs in Massac county; to call out militia..--.......-...., we 


. To Dr. W. J. Gibbs, December 21: suspends order given by 


Governor Ford for investigating troubles in Massac county. 





. ‘Lo David Leavitt, December 25; Mr. Leavitt asks to continue as 


interest~paying agent of the state, 


1847 
To Magniac, Jardine & Co., and Baring Brothers & Co., February 
rr: announces that Colonel Charles Oakley has been appointed 
state trustee for the Dlinois and Michigan Canal..-....s-ss0+00++ 
To Silas Wood, March 18: considers the salaries paid the canal 
trustees too high; shows the disability of the state trustes........ 
To Baring Brothers & Co., March 19; transmits resolution of the 
General Assembly of Dlinois; denies a desire on the part of the 
state to repudiate debts; asks for an exchange af bonds....-.+.++ 





. ‘To William A, Denning, March 27: concerning trouble in Massac 





133 


435 








nes against esti 

anew claim on state; regrets that negotiations had not been carried 

out according to the plan of the General Assembly........ Tes 

‘To Baring Brothers & Co., September 28: defines the power of the 

governor in the conversion of the Internal Improvement Bonds... 

To William Gooding, November go: changes against Mr. Gooding 
396 


LIST OF LETTERS 


349. To Governor Young of New York, —— refuses to honor: 
tion for Andrew Pringle, Joseph Thornton, Samuel Stead, and i 


150. To James Sykes, November 30: appoints Mr. Sys emer 
and collector of Highland county. 

ast. To David Leavitt, December 16: establishes new rule for paying 
interest on state debt,-..cseceesseeee 


152 To William Gooding, January 6: procedure indicated in investigat- 
‘ing the charges preferred against Mr. Gooding by the state trustee 
of the canal, Colonel Charles Oakley.....se+ysserseserersereee 

153. To David Leavitt, January 14: Ge icmecacee tre tberareteat 
of interest on state debt. 

154. To William Gooding, January 24: proposes to send commissioner 
‘on the line of the canal to take testimony in the case of the trustee 
‘against Mr. Gooding. .. ie ere 

Silas Wood, January 28: canal affairs unsatisfactory; lack of 
‘Bowes of the Hebel eal ae ‘beginning of the payment 
of interest... 

David Teavit ites 28: instructions reading the payment 

interest; series of questions submitted... Gadkashanneaas 
filliam Gooding, February 5: manner ‘ot taking testimony in 
the charges preferred against Mr. Gooding by the state trustee... 

158. To Magniac, Jardine & Co,, February x2: naka for vourhecsshon? 
ing the payment of state debt... 

9. To George Peabody, February tx: agreement of Mr. Peabody and 
Prarie eae Mr. Bebodrs deen ts be pened Sls 
legislature... _ 

50. Tete D. Caton, February 14: encloses charges against 

‘liam Gooding; instructions for taking testimony... 
7 To Chae Ou, Fob concems the taking of testimony 


To Wiliam Gooding, February 16 sas eda fe ae 
canal soon to be completed... 
To David Leavitt, February x8: Caan Bc Dany re 
making reports; Interest to be pafd on $8,000,000; asks for imme- 
Giate report... .ecrcrveesevsseenssvencnsess 








funding the public debt, . 

; To Charles Macalister, November 1: 
acco er stan anal oa the matter of 
certain bonds. . te teeeeeeenecsenen 

7 ‘To president of the ‘Banke ‘of ‘Whe United States, iNoratberste 
forwards law concerning payment of interest. i 

, To Hope & Co, December 1: state assumes risk in transporting 
bonds to the United States from Europe. 

;. To Wadsworth & Sheldon, December 11: $50,000 available for 
semi-annual interest, .. 7 

. To Baring Brothers, December 12: calls attention to the work on 
the canal and the salaries paid the trustees. 
To Silas Wood, December r4: change of law concerning sel 
of interest... 
To TW. Ward, December £4: laments the fact that Me. Gooding 
had been appointed secretary of the canal board. 

To Charles Macalister, December 14: hypothecated bonds; other 
claims to be presented later 


. ‘To Wadowoth & Sheldon, Als Investment of the state schoo! 

fund. ; 

. ‘To Wadsworth & Sheldoo, Apail 

. To Thomas W. Ward, April —: attack of Mr, Gaodig o he 
governor; Mr, Swift imposed upon. 

. To president of the Coming Bank, New York, April 
refuses to comply with the state funding act, 

: eae t sss stint of te eo 


iehaaa He ae en can 
give no information about the State Bank.........-........---. 
. To Julius Wadsworth, April 16: valiaad 6 cicaiacs paca 
said to have been deposited with Morrison, Jaudon and Smith... 
To Wadsworth & Sheldon, April apy slo sal Ye 


To Julius Wadsworth July ¢: new bonds for Macalister & Stebbins 
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202, To Julius Wadsworth, July 7: enclosure of bond form, 


Bond form mentioned above: .:.ses0es.seseeeseees 
‘To Julius Wadsworth, July 18: claim of Thompson & Forman... 


;. Austin A. King, Govemor of Missouri, to Governor French, June 


30: withholds warrant for arrest of certain fugitives claimed to have 
committed a crime in Illinois; promises an investigation. . 

‘To Austin A King, governor of Missouri, July 20: concerning a 
requisition (or parties charged with kidnapping a negro........-- 


. To W. H, Swift, July 27: enclosure of a clipping from the Chicago 


Journal, showing Mr, Gooding’s unfitness for his position. ....--« 
‘To John Hogan, July 30: concems a claim against the state by Mr. 
‘Hogan. 

‘To Richard M. Young, August a5: arrearage of the three percent 
pehool fund .-....ssscusncesscecesscennenscssasssanhersusnee 
‘Governor Austin A. King, of Missouri, to Governor French, July 27: 
leks mace thet aby slave elder con captins A era 
wherever he could find Bim... +05 .ssssesurevesenweee sae aneee 


‘ ‘To Askin A, King, Covecsioc of aussie) Angee a8i questions: 
the right of the governor of Missouri to refuse to honor a requisition 


con eee See 


julius aoe tne ly 
Sous bene im aber RASH 


1850 
, January 31: explains the attitude of 
hypothecated to Macalister & Stebbins 





LIST OF LETTERS 


219. John D. Whiteside to Governor French, May 8: claims that 
nothing is due Thompson & Forman for railroad iron 

To Julius Wadsworth, May x9: concerning the contract for railroad 

iron entered into with Thompson & Forman........s0cssesees0 

. To Julius Wadsworth, June 3: funding hypothecated bonds beld 

by Macalister and Stebbins; misunderstanding between this firm 


22, To Julius Wadsworth, June 5: makes remittance for payment on 
state debt. 

. To Julius Wadsworth, June ro; liquidation bonds not to be issued 
to Macalister & Stebbins ete aat a tage al 
send intel saisnakeavasaseons neaent cnearss se naatoetue Sse 

“224. To Julius Wadsworth, June 27: relates to idskn of Oheeapaoe & 
Forman; Mr, Wadsworth asked to attempt settloment with above 
firm, 

To Charles Macalister, August 9: czas te a wih 
the Macalister-Stebbins claim might be settled... yr 

126. To Richard M. Young, August 24: Sete of 
school funds for the state. ....... 
To Wadsworth & Sheldon, October 3: spurious serip discovered . 
To Sidney Breese, November x; aske that the matter regarding the 
a ee 


29. tat Holbrook, November 1: advises the delay of the construc 
tion of the railroad by the Cairo Company. 


1851 
‘To Wadsworth & Sheldon, April ro: encloses draft for $24,000. . 


.. To Julius Wadsworth, May x9: purchase of New Internal Im- 
provement stock; purchase of bonds for school fund 
‘To Julius Wadsworth, May 20: encloses list of bonds paid at the 
treasury; school fund... 


. To Millard Fillmore, President of the United States, September r= 
asks for an extension of time in which to select railroad lands... 





239- 


240. 


241. 


242. 


243. 


244. 
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. To Dr. J. G. Norwood, state geologist, September 1: concerning 














state geological survey 239 
. To Wadsworth & Sheldon, November 2 
bonds held by Macalister & Stebbins 240 
To , ——: sale of government land for warrants and Pier 


1852 
To Govemor of Missouri, January 15: asks reasons for refusing to 
honor a requisition for certain fugitives charged with the crime of 
kidnapping... 
To , January 15: the two mill tax provided by the Constitu 
tion of 1848 explained. 
To Governor of Missouri, February 17: affirms that a certain 
negro claimed by citizens of Missouri as a slave is a free negro of 

















Tllinois. . 244 
To Bowery Fire Insurance Company, April zo: concerning the 
surrender of bonds hypothecated to Macalister & Stebbins... .... 245 


1853 
James T. Barbour to Governor Joe! A. Matteson, March 8: asks 
that the state geologist make a survey in Hardin county. 
Governor Joel A. Matteson to J. G. Norwood, state geologist, April 
12: authorizes survey for lead in Hardinty.. coun.........0006+ 247 






LETTERS OF WADSWORTH AND SHELDON TO 
GOVERNOR FRENCH 
(CHAPTER IV) 


7. June 26: sa lcantutcal masta ean irra 
Leavitt and the state. 
 Augast 3: has law relating to funding published in New York 
papers; payment of detached coupons; receipt of bonds without 
unpaid coupons attached; issue of certificates for deferred interest 
October at; progress of funding; dissension among canal trustees; 
Mr. Leavitt's removal as interest-paying agent mentioned; interest 
‘on detached coupons. 
November 23: fea of ont deterred inteee eee eames 


. December 2: Macalister & Stebbins claim; Pare eaereel 
bonds; swords for Lieutenants Pope and Scarritt; surrender of old 
bonds to governor; change in interest-paying agency contemplated; 
December 9: payment of interest. 

3. December 13; payment of interest; suggests that payment of 
interest in London be suspended. . 
. December at: issuing of new bonds, 


1848 
January 3: surrender of sterling bonds by Howland, Aspinwall & 
Co.; delay by Mr, Leavitt in payment of interest; salary as transfer 
sons tose eT Siete eae yg Nae 
same amount. « 
January 13: Partie ol Examen EEG Lewd 
suggests that the various state agencies be placed in one office .... 
493 
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January 27: eruect ol lteos by Me Conve eae 
swords for Lieutenants Pope and Scarritt; few bonds refunded. . 
February r: $300,000 of bonds received from James Ht 
‘Suspects counterfeit scrip . 

March x8: salary for transler agency; Ti ol inaay OE 
interest-paying agent... -. 6s e05 taeeaeneee \veseeersessneans 
Agel x: counterfeit scrip; pap ele 


Jeunes Ea abn Worth April Macalister & Stb- 
ins bonds. - 


yeremmarard a ‘Holford, April 5: declines to fund 


any of the Macalister & Stebbins bonds, Poteet 


. April x2: counterfeit scrip ssc be fre by ase 
Sheldon. . 


April a9: Macatt & Sins beads 

May 9: settlement of state’s account with Gay & Wadsworth 
May 38: counterfeit scrip; payment of July interest; new interest- 
paying agency in London, Matheson & Co...ss.sceseeeesreeree 


. June 9: acknowledges appointment of Wadsworth & Sheldon as 


interest-paying OQCOIS.....-cscesessensereeeseneeneersssenene 
June 12: deposits of state funds in New York City; July interest 


. July x: surrender of old bonds; $60,000 available for July interest; 


manner of payment; coupons of 1840 outstanding. .-.--+...s.006 
July 3: dividend of $6 on each $1,000 declared for July. 


. July z acknowledges receipt of $30,000; remittance to London 


sxepeazion of induset parcea eS eae sit of once 
from Matheson & Co... a eewereenee eee 


3. July 20: payment on aaceniy Be, aad July, sige tial 


remittance of £2,0c0 to Matheson & Co. . 
July 20: foreign bondholders refuse to send bonds to New York. . 


, August 2: sends youchers received from Matheson & 


£f,500 to Matheson & Co. 
August a1: 21,000 Intemal Improvement bonds preeented by Mr, 
Mathers of Ilinois. 


bos Rada a 8 





LIST OF LETTERS 


. November 24: acknowledges receipt of draft for $4,000; interest 
‘on canal bonds of Sur hie See ae January inter- 
Gti ssnsseseraccnwsssasannnees penne 

. Goeeaenic: Tesch poo 8: “Moore, 10 Wadsworth & 
Sheldon, August 24; asks for a receipt of above draft. 

) meee meoey poll pidoat een BAe 
Deane isin ok Naw Notesad open eteet 
interest bonds issued; parties owning single bonds wish to fund; 
recommends that time for funding be extended; urges that at least 
$55,000 be sent for January interest; fecling against the two mill 
i pentia by Ga Coeioain oOake suggests that amendment 

to Constitution be made. . 

. December 29: Spo aaa for January interest; remittance 

to Matheson & Co... : 


January 10: more than $1,000,000 of bonds ready for funding; 
‘£2,000 remitted to Matheson & Co. 

; ——: Macalister & Stebbins bonds; disability of small holdings 
‘in funding; school funds. 


84. March 1s: supposed expiration of time for funding Internal 


Improvement debt; total amount funded; protest against manner 
of funding by Silas Wood; pene oat erp a eee ae 
protested; Macalister & Stebbins bonds..... 

March 24: sas had Was oe ating fasieaa elma an- 
celed bonds given to Mr. Webster; school fund. 
April 4: bonds presented by Howland & Aspinwall; con Wi 
8 Co. fnflure s...+2422.ess see eseeneeee eauan 


87. Julius Wadsworth to Howland & Aspinwall, March 


: acknowl 
edges receipt of certain bonds “left in hands of J. Wright & Co.”; 
refuses to issue new bonds for them; refers the matter to Governor 


. Extract of a letter from Matheson & Co., London, to Howland & 
Aspinwall, New York, February 15, 1848: bonds sent separ 


ik eee ana cence 











. August 29: acknowledges receipt of $40,462-...... 
. September 12: counterfeit scrip; comprehensive statement of 


. October 2: acknowledges remittance of $4565. 52 
. November 13: acknowledges receipt of $2,985. 


. February 12: Peabody claim; Macalister & Stebbins claim... 317 
. February 21: bonds held by Lord Gardner; deficit in interest 


. Above statement. 
April g: Peabody claim; no progress in settlement of Macalister & 


. April 22: acknowledges receipt of $5,000 
. April 27: Macalister & Stebbins settlement. . 


. April 27: acknowledges receipt of $954.5. 
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. May 1: acknowledges instructions relating to claim of Howland & 
Aspinwall... 305 
. June 26: sdknortodaes receipt of $18,000; July interest. 306 
. July 9: acknowledges receipt of $24,000; vouchers of Magnine, 
Jardine & Co,, and Matheson & Co.; bonds held by Howland & 
Aspinwall... 3°7 
. July 1: bonds for Macalister & Stebbins settlement. 307 








state’s indebtedness asked for. 





. September 28: Howland & Aspinwall claim; Macalister & Stebbins 


bonds. . 









November 13: Thompson & Forman account; 
between Charles Macalister and James Holford. 


. November 28: school fund; transfer of New Internal Improvement 


stock; five bonds given to Colonel Oakley .. 





. December 12: $150,000 funded since January 1; Peabody claim; 








Thompson & Forman claim. 314 
‘ 1850 
. January 16: school fund; Macalister & Stebbins bonds surrend- 
ered by James Holford; five bonds given Colonel Oakley....... 314 
. January 29: January interest. 316 








March —: Peabody claim; Macalister & Stebbins claim; five 
bonds given Colonel Oakley; submits statement of bonds and scrip 
outstanding. 





Stebbins claim 











. June 20: acknowledges receipt af $30,000..-.-..... wake 
. June 27: acknowledges receipt of time drafts for $3,600.......... 332 
. July 9: Thompson & Forman claim; ‘pgs nee a 


: Juby 92 Magan of Bale iit cael 
|. July 20; transmission of funds from Illinois to New York 
. July 20: attitude of holders of Macalister & Stebbins bands...... 
. July 20: transmission of funds from Illinois to New York........ 336 
. July 23: scoreless bic of $11,300; encloses ors to 


. July 24: csnoptcie receipt of $60 
» July 26: Thompson & Forman claim. 
. July 26: transmission of funds from Illinois to New Yor! 
. Auguat 19: agents for Mr, Peabody claim $7x.91 yet due; bonds 


. August 29: books and accounts of agency at New York. 
» Seprember rx: Tots ses el pn /Alion be cngnamcc Rall Mi 
. September 13: acknowledges receipt of Sor; school fund; 


Obie ae ieee ae rere 2 
. Thompson & Forman to Julius Wadsworth, September 5: enclosure 


. May 22: Macalister & Stebbins claim, 


. May 23: acknowledges — ot Sian} stationed Ob tun 


received for July interest. . 
. May 28: Thompson & ee ‘lai 
May 31: certificates of indebtedness sent to governor. 
June 11: Macalister & Stebbins claim; July interest. 











Macalister & Stebbins claim. 
















ninth dividend. 





presented by Alton & Sangamon Railroad 





market value of Illinois securitica..sc..ccccceeeseoresreeyrens $4 


. September 21: Alon & Sagano Rall set ae 








stsaaseebee ve 4B 
September 23: interest meee audited; OR fund; market 
value of Illinois securities; adjustment of Thompson & Forman 
daim.. 






of accounts against state of Illinois, marked no. rand no. 2...... He 












— 
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339. Copy of account no. 


34. Copy of account no. 

341. Julius Wadsworth to Thompton & Forman, September 5: Illinois 
has sincere desire to pay her debts; submits account between 
‘Thompaon & Forman and state of Illinois....0:0+eseseesesseree 

342, anae 

343. Thompson & Forman to Julius Wadsworth, September 6: agree 
to accept terms made by Mr. Wadsworth; edes oa 
mailroad iron. . 


October 8: Thompson & Forman account; waco SAGE 
condition of the several instalments up to October 7. 

October 7: statement mentioned in above letter. 

. October 11: school funds; market value of Ilinols securities; Mr. 
Holford going to Dlinois with purpose of driving the state to pay 
interest and to establish credit; railroad building in Illinois; circu- 
ler concanlag this imirad to be bent ti pees 
Internal Improvement bonds ..+.+.s.sccessseeeeueueceensueees 
October 18: spurious scrip; acca receipt ce a 


Copy of circular mentioned above. 
. November rq: circular meets with governor's approval; 
& Forman claim; school fund; purchase of nincteen swords, 


. November 27: interest in New York about er Ea of 
interest; Thompson & Forman’s claim ... iT 


December 16: stmt of nde sek pred for add 


34 
356 
357 

- 387 
360 
36 
362 
» 363 


. December 20: nineteen swords contracted for at $10 each; state 
to aid in building a railroad; Proposes ata ed eee 
presented to legislature. . 

. December 23: $6.0n the $1,000 to be January payment 

Devas srecorel obs Wadsworth’s bill for state aid to 


- 4 





LIST OF LETTERS 


1850 
359. January 9: school funds; railroad in Ilinois; characterization of 
‘Holford... . 


4 oe 36: Central railrond; a eee 
. January 30: : Central railroad; oer aie of Tiinois peomites 
» February xx: bill for Central railroad. « 
. March 19; transmission of funds from Illinois to New York....., 
365. March 21; Central railroad; ie that funds be seat without, bese 
to New York... fees 
March 26; icleen eho oe Exc cs canoe ari 
rendered by Macalister & Stebbins. 
167. Statement enclosed in above letter. 
368. April a1: ckarmeletges voce of tied ic Seteae oe 
369. April 24: encloses receipt for $18,500. 


1853 
370, J. Calhoun to Hon. A. C, French (ex-governor), January 23: asks 
tor suc‘ ett scans Bes até ol Tkecdt wil ace 
worth & Sheldon. 
. To Hon, A. C, French (ex-governor), January 22: slates Chat Me, 
Calhoun had already audited the books but without formal author- 
ity; asks that his commission be dated prior to the expiration of the 
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